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AURUNGZEBE’s 


OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


Having in the preceding volume, as far as authorities could be 
obtained, brought the hiftory of Dekkan to the decline of her two 
laft monarchies of Golconda and Beejapore, iu which the gradual 
encroachments of the Mogul or Dhely emperors are mentioned as 
fer down as the dole of the reign of Shaw Jehaun,” we come next to 
the operations of Aumngzebe, his Ibn. He caufed iheir final diflb- 
lution ; but, ^jy adding to the extent of his dominior.^^ in Dekkan, 
deftroyed a balance of power, the want of which enabled the Rates, 
who role on the'‘ruins of his conquefts, in lefs than a century to be 
the chief agents in‘Yradering the empire of Hindooftan, to the 
femily of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty. It will be recolled- 
ed, that Aurung^ebe was governor of Dekkan, on the part of his 
father Shaw Jehaun j and that at the clofe of the laft volume he 
^uft impofed fevere conditions on the fultan of Golconda, when 
iitlWas drawn from his rjjerations, by the alarming Rate of affairs 
court of his f^thrg\ 

At this period a new power, the celebrated Sewajee, Rtunder 
of the Mharatta Rates, wcs rifing into notice ; an account of whom 
begins the following t^es. 
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* • • 

OF the origin of Sewajee, the founder of thfe prefent Mharatta J 
ilate in Dekkan, we have the following account. Bheem ^ing, or' 
Scin, rana of Odipore, the firft in rank among ‘he H ndoo princes, 
had a Ton named Baug Sing, by a “ concubine of a tribe very inferior 
to his f)wn. On the death of his father, Baug Sing finding himfelf 
defpifed and negledted by liis relations, the S'/bdia Raajepootcs, vvno, 
fr(am the low call of his mother, regar^d him oniy as a bollard, 
and not of their tribe, became weary of the indignities fhewn him ; 
and moved from Odipore to IChandeflie, v/here he embraced the 
fervice of a zemindar, named Raja Ali Mohun. His abilities pro- 
»a*liim the confidence of his patron to fuch *a degree, that at his 
death he appointed him guardian to his fon ; and Baug Sing executed 
the trufl with honour. When the young raja became of age to 
take upon himfelf the condudt of his affairs, Baug Sing, for what 
reafon does not appear, declined his fer' ’ce, and retired into Dek- 
kan, where he purchafed a tra£t of land near the pi'efent Mharatta 
capital of Poon^, and fettled upon it as zemindar, in which fituation 
he died. / 


Baug Sing had four fons, two of whom, Malojee and»Bumbojee, 
being of an enterprizing fpirit, entered into the fervice of Jadoo 
Roy, a Mharatta chief, and of diftinguifr ed rank at the court of 
Bahadur Nizam Shaw. 


Miilojce had two fons, Sahjee, or Shawjee, and Shurfajee. 
* Bumbojee had fix fons, who entered, as foldiers of fortune, into 
the fervice of a zemindar of Beejapore. 

‘ Malojee 

' • Said to be a carpenter’s daughter. This is overlo. Ved by the Bholblah family, 
v.ho in their own annals are ililed only a younger branch ot urei Baug Sing was 
called in Dekkan, Bhofclah, of which term are given two interpretations. One is 
complimentary, as (ignifying the terror of his encitiies ; the other opprobrious, of his 
moth^■r’^ low condition. 

From him the prefent raja of Nagpore Bcrar is defeended, and the head of the 
Bhofelah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extindl, as reported* 
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Malojee g^jaduall^ acquired rank and influence with his patron, 
\from ^hom Be obtained a promife of his only daughter in marriage 
for his eldeftffon Sahjee j but Jadoo Roy afterwards, from fome dif- 
guft, >cfufing to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs 
^ to Nizam Shaw, ”/ho obliged the chief to confent to the nuptials, 
whicli were celebrated with great pomp: and thus tlie Bhofelah 
family becamg incorpO!59|ed with the Mharattas, and commonly 
efteemed as fuch in Plindooftan. 

d* 

A conn 1 :^lion thus introduced upon him by force, could not be 
pleafing to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its conf anmation 
accordingly became jealous of his fon in law ; and on the deVh of 
his father Malojee, Sahjee, by his abilities having acquired the 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regarded 
only as a dangerous rival by his wife's father. An open rupture 
enfued, and Jadoo Roy, by the afliilance of tlie imperial troops then 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obliged Sahjee to quit the kingdom, 
though at the expenfe of its welfare, by introducing the enemy of his 
fovereign. 

Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from AhmeJnuggur, now 
entered into the*fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, 
who gave him a ja^^fe in the Carnatic, with a command of ten 
thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo 
celebrated in Dekkan, was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 
Mharatta ; by whom Sahjee had already one fon, named Sambojee, 
who was in early youth killed in action againfl: a refractory zemindar 
of Beejapore. ' 

^p' 

Sahjee having diCtgreed with his wife, on account of his hatred 
to her father, ‘ rciofved on feparation; and, accordingly, font Jicr, 
with the infant Sewajee, to whom he Ihewed no affeCtion, to refide 
at Poonah, of which, afid the vicinity, he Iwd obtained a grant, 

under 
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under the charge of one of his officers, naihed Dadajee Punt, to 
whom he a 11b committed the management of the zemindaree. / 

Sahjec now married a fecond wile, alfo afJVJharatta, by whom 
he liad a fon named Angojcc, or Ekojee, to whgm he transferred ill 
his fondnefs from his former connection. Continuing to rife in huiii urs 
and confcqucnce, under the patronage of Afbrar Jugdeo, dewun to 
the fultan, he became one of die princi^l chiefs of Beejapore ; and 
though on the death of the king his patron was put to death by cht 
queen^egent, Sahjee fuffered no injury in his fortunes, ' 


w'-^njuppa Naik, poligar ofMudkul, being at enmity with Pno. !;>. 
Ragoo, zemindar of Tanjore, invited Sahjee to his affiHum-c , i 
in conjunction they defeated the raja, who was flain in the nc'tir -., 
andpolTefled themfelves of the capital and all his dominions. Ti-.. 
allies quarrelling on* the divilion of the plunder and the fum to be 
paid to Sahjee for his ferviccs, he attacked Junjuppa, flew him in 
battle, and thug obtained an eafy conqueft of the zemindarees of 
Tanjore and Mudkul, in which he obtained confirmation from the 
regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fon likojee, whofc 
pollerity Hill hold them under the navob of Arcot, or rather, die 
Britifli government. 

<% 

Sewajee, though negleCled by his fadier, was properly educated . 
by his guardian Dadajee j and at the age of feventeen excelled in 
every accomplilhment. Military fame was his firft paffion j and the 
government of Beejapore being now weakened by intcii ic -vifions 
and the encroachments of the Moguls, he had foon an opporturuy 
of fignalizing himfelf among other rebel\ Contrary to die rciL .vn- 
flrances of Dadajee, he raifed a banditti, plundered the neigh- 
bouring diftriCts j which conduCt in his chargt* lb alfeCted the old 
man, that he poifoned himfelf from vexation, and to avoid the im- 
piitation of affifting in his defigns. Sewajee now took pofleflion of 

the 
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the jaghire, raifed-mc|’e troops, fuocefsfuJ]y levied contributions on 
■/evcral zemmdjft, at(d much extended the Jimits of his territories, 
oahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindarec 
of Tanjore, connived at his 6xcefles,*and made over to him the 

revenues of Poonah. / 

• • 

0 

Atkin's crifis Aurungi^ebe, governor of the imperial territories in 
Dekkan.^ivas meditating tfcft'overthrow of his brother Dara Shekkoh, 
who was the favourite of their father, the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 
xiiw . laiigerous ftatoof health. For this purpofe he was pre- 
paring an army'Jo march to Agra ; and, obferving the enterprizing 
genius of Sewajee, feht him an invitation to his fervir-c. Sewajee 
prerendini!" be flruck with horror, (for his own conduit proves its 
ji}pocrjiV ( sit the rebellion of a fon againft a father, received thb 
prince’s meflenger with indignity, drove him from his prefence, and 
ordered the letter he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog. 
Aurungzebe for the prefent frilled his refentment? but never could 
forgive Sewajee's infolence j and hence may be dated his tedious 
war in Dekkan, and finally the ruin of the Mogul empire by the 
Mharattas. 

• 

Aurungzebe, on his moving from Dekkan, committed the A. H, 1066. 
government of it to hi.y fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, A. D. 1O55, 
under the tutelage of a^experienced general, with orders to aft only 
on the defenfive till he fliould have decided his pretenfions to the 
imperial throne. 

Aurungzebe having left Dekkan, Sewajee refolvcd to turn the 
mfls.; ivity of the imperial tj^jops, and the weaknefs of the Golconda 
s' d deejapore princes, j<5rthe utmoft advantage. He took tfre frrong 
iorirefs of Rairge,*or Raujeghur, which he fixed upon as the feat of 
id- government; and fucceffively captured Porundeh, Jagneh, and 
oti r places, with confideraWe difrrifts dependant on*Beejapore. 


The 
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The regency of Beejapore, being alarnied|ai his encroachments* 
fent him threats mingled^ with offers of pardon ; ljut he ^regarded nei- • 
ther, and continued his rebellion. Having by treachery put to deaths 
the zemindar of Jaowlee, he pDflcfled himfelf of an immenfe treafure 
and that diftrift. He next plundered the rich ijflanufaduring city of 
Kallean ; took Madury and Purdhaunghur } at which laft he found a 
valuable buried treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, nex*'lell into his hand^l* 

• 

Tl>e Beejapore government having in vain defired Sahjee, (who 
difclaimed all connedtion with him, and pretended that he had dif- 
carded him as a relation,) to reprefs the exceffes of his *bn, at length 
fent againft him a confiderable army, under a general named Ab- 
dUolla Khan. 

Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, imploring 
pardon for his crimes, and inviting him to come and receive his fub- 
miffion. Abdoolla advanced without oppofition near the refidence of 
. the rebel, and il was agreed that he Ihould repair to a tent, with ten 
followers, where Sewajee would meet him with only five attendants. 
They met accordingly, when the treacherous zemindar ilabbed Ab- 
doolla in embracing him. Upon a fignal given, the Mharattas, rufh- 
ing from an ambufcade, attacked the unfufpedting army of Beejapore, 
which, deprived of their chief, was quiwjcly defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by this' vidtory became mafler of all 
Kokun, the zemindars of which flocked to acknowledge his authority, 
to fave their polfeflions. The ftrong fortrefs of Sittarra and other 

places alfo opened their gates to receive him, 

’ 

A new army was fent from Beejapore' mder Afzul Khan, Ion of . 
the murdered general, but without fuccefs i^Sewgjee, even without 
hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting off 
their fupplies: and after this the Beejapore government, divided 

internally 
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; • 

internally, and apprehending attacks fi*om«che armies of Aurungzebe, 

\ who had nowoWifted pofTeinon of the throne, made no effort againft 
him. ImtheA^ourfe only of three years, Sewajee became a power- 
ful prince, his authority being acknowledged over almoft the whole 
coaft of Malabar. , f , 

* 

relate here the\^ggles for the throne between Aurungzebe 
and his^ unfortunate brotficrs, Dara Shekkoh, fultan Shujah, and 
Moraud Bukfh, with the depofal of their father, the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun, would interrupt too much the objei^t of this work, the 
History of'.Dekkan. Of thefe events, by fuch as wifh to 
perufe them,* ’ an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of 
Bernier, publifhed in Lord Oxford's Colledtion of Voyages. It 
agrees with the native hiftories of Hindooftan in every fad:, and 
abounds with juft obfervations of his own. Bernier rellded with 
Danufhmund Khan, a nobleman of high rank ,and office, in the fer* 
vice of Aurungzebe, during the events he relates. Suffice it to fay 
here, that Aurungzebe afcended the throne by the title of Aulum- 
geer, in the year io6S of the Mahummedan sera. From this period, A.D. 1657. 
the memorabje events of his whole reign are noticed, but the affairs 
of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work. 

Of the proceedings pf the imperialifts in Dekkan, during thefe A.Htioeg. 
events, no notice is t^en in the hiftory of Aulumgeer. It is proba- A. D. 1658. 
ble, they aded merely on the defenfive. Sultan Mahummud Mau- 
zim was this year recalled by his hither, and the ameer al amru, 

Shaifteh Khan, appointed foubahdar of Dekkan, with orders to flop 
the progrefs of Sewajee. 

/ 

The ameer al amr?*' after fome ftay at Aurungabad, marched to A. H. 1070. 
.reduce Jagne^ a fbrong fortrefe in pofleffion of Sewajee ; which he A.D. 1659, 
took, and proceeded to Poonah, where he fixed fiis relidence } while 
VoL. II. . C . his 

• There is one alfo in the third volume of Dow’s hiflory of Hindoollan, nearly the 
fiune as Bernier’s. 
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his troops under Naumdaur Khan laid waftfe the country ofjhe 
rebel, who, though unequal to cope with the’imperialifts in* the 
field, haraffed them frequently by night attacks ai^ cutting off^ 
their fupplics ; fo that their*conqueA of fevei^l forts was but of 
little ufe to the progrefs of their arq;^s. • 

t 

A. H. 1072. Sewajee ftill continued to refill in Dekk^, and this yeai^gnal- 
A. D. i 64 i. j2ed himl'elf by a remarkable exploit at Pdonah, where the ^eer al 
athra yet refided. Having by his fpies learned that the navob and 
his troQps were lulled into carelefs fecurity* he one night, with a 
feledl band of tried followers, after a forced march, "of forty miles, 
entereti the city, and palling without alarm to tire palafe, mined his 
paffage into the women’s apartments, with fifteen of his companions. 
The ameer al amra, awakened by the noife, llarted up, and received 
two wounds as he ran to call for help into an outer room ; but his 
fon Abou Futteh was llain, and fome female fervants with him, be- 
fore he could procure affiftance. At length, the guards arriving, 
Sewajee made his efcape by the way he had entered, without loling 
• a man. The ameer al amra attributing this furprize to the con- 
nivance of Jefiwunt Sing, his fccond in command, was fearful of 
remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurungabad; from 
whence he was recalled foon after to court, and the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he 
held for two years. During thefe, no menaorable event occurs in 
hilloiy, and at the end of this period the prince was ordered to court. 

A. H. J075. Mirza Raja Jeyfing, who was fent governor of Dekkan on the 
A. I). i 6()4. recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began opera- 
tions againll Sewajee, who had extendedy^his ufurpations over great 
part of the Beejapore territories on the coaft<pf Malabar, and carried 
his predatory incurfions as far as Surat, whira he plundered of im- 
. menfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire. 


Mirza 
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Mirza Raja, witlJ his lecond in command, Dilleer Khan, after 
having fuccefsfolly •rcpulfed the armies of €ewajee, and laid waftc 
his countty, fat down before^ Poonadher, a ftrong fortrefs, which 
the Mharatta, regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the aiylutn 
of the wdmen and jt^afures of himfelf and all his principal followers. 
The imperialills, by a refolute alTault, having made themfelves 
maftci' of a redoubt, fitted on an eminence which commanded the 
fort, SeVajee was reduced to the laft extremity. In this exigence, 
he took the refolution of throwing himielf on the mercy of his 
enemy. To the furpriie of the befiegers, he, with a few attendants 
unarmed, ap^oeared fuddenly at one of the outpofts, and demanded 
to be conduced to the general. The Mirza Raja fent his own fon, 
Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefcnce, with all the cufto- 
mary honours due to his rank. The whole camp prefled in crowds 
to fee this celebrated hero, and the Mirza Raja having come as far as 
the door of his tent to meet him, after embracing, enquired the 
occafion of his thus putting himlelf into his power, 

» 

Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the ruin of thoufands, * 
and crimes thus accumulated on both parties j that he was at length 
feniible how heinous it was in him, the meaneft of Haves, to rebel 
againH the orders of the king of kings, and that he now law his own 
intereft, and that of jjuTlkmily and country, to be in fubmiffion and 
. obedience to the emperor. That, regarding the Mirza Raja as his 
father, he had thus of his own accord fled to his prefence, that he 
might, through his paternal mediation and interceflion, obtain for- 
givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guilty of, and 
procure from his ihajefty fome honourable command, as that againft 
Candahar, or any other ;equally important ; that in cafe the Maha- 
raja would lay the hand of paternal protedfioif on his head, he would 
immediately make an oflering of twenty four of his forts, with the 
countries dependant. 

C 2 


The 
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The -Maharaja, looking on this occurrence as a gift of the diyine 
bkffing, inftantly exchnnged with him the addition* of father and. 
foil, ordered the march of victory to be beat, and infqrmilkg Dilleer 
Khan of Sewajec’s fubmilEon, delired him to ceyfe hoftilities. The 
Khan was at firft offended that any capitulation hS^been made without 
his confultation, and fent for anfwer, that as lauffulmauns had been 
killed during the fiege, and a breach was^d!redfed, alfo a dif^jfition 
made for the aflault, he would not content to a peace untilf the fort 
llfould be taken. The Mirza Raja the next morning, in order to 
mollify the, Khan’s difpleafore, fent Scwajfce with his fon Keerut 
Sing to vifit him t whi^ compliment had the deliroi effedl, and he 
withdrew his troopa from the batteries. Sewajee the lame day fur- 
remdered Poonadher to the imperial generals, and gave up the keys 
of twenty four other forts to ' the Mirza Raja, w;ho appointed kella- 
tlaars to each, and font off a petition in favour of Sewajee to the 
lUblime court. 

A 

A. 11.1075. Orders had before this been iffued to the Mirza Raja, that he 
A. D. 1665. foould immediately upon the rcdiwStion of Poonadher. poffel's himfelf 
of Beejaporc. Sewajee alfo, after the imperial troops had taken 
poffeflion of the places he had given up, and the difpatch of his 
petition to the prefence, reprefen ted to tlie raja, tjiat it was ufelels 
to remain inadtive with fuch a hne army- until the arrival of an 
anfwer, that, if he approved, he would join him to befiege Beeja- 
pore, the fall of which would be a proof of his good forvices in the 
eyes of liis majefty. The raja accordingly having, befides tlie 
cutloinary imperial donations, diftributed from his own treafury a 
c orore of rupees among the amras and troops, be^n his march with 
an £irmy of fifty fi.x thoufand horfe andvfoot. Syed Elias, from 
Beejapore, advanced ttf meet him, with an\rmy o£ eighty thoufand 
men, and a defperate engagement occurred } in which, the Beejapore 
general being killed by a mufquet bullet, by Soopkerrun Bondela, 
liis army was defeated, and the imperial hoops purfued the fugitives 

to 
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to wi^hm five eofs of Ihe city i but- Ibon «fter this a great fcarcity 
of provifions prevail^ in the camp, as the enemy had laid wafte the 
country roftlld, • and it was impoffible to carry fupplies for a con- 
ftancy for fo krge force, fo that it became daily more difficult 
to remain <3r advanced . 

V 

At this time alfo, airfwers arrived from court, and his majefly’s 
orders weVe ifloed, -that Sewajee ffiould receive a lack o£ rupees from 
the treafury of Diekkan, and proceed to the imperial' preience. Fat- 
teh JiSiFig Khan,^wbo was efcorting trcafure from Aurungabad to the 
Mirza Raja’SjCitmp,^was attacked by a large body of the enemy 
between Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but 
was {lain in the a£lion, and the trcafure and baggage fell into the 
enemy’s hands. The Mirza Raja having given atiurances of pro- 
tedtion to the nobility of Beejapore, naany chiefs came over to him, 
whom he gratified with prefwits and honours in*the emperor's name. 
Having given Sewajee permiffion to retire to regulate his country, 
previous to his going to the ptefence, and fent with him Kallean 
Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from 
Nagpana, and cantoned for the rainy feafon at the refervoir of 
Kikeroolla, twelve cofs from Porundeh. 


*3 


Sewajee having vifitgd his counliy, began his journey to the 
'imperial court; When he arrived at Aurangabad, he was attended 
by live hundred noble horfc, elegantly caparifoned, and about the 
fame nutnber of feleft and well accoutred infontry. The whole city 
came out of curiofity to meet him. Suff Shekun Khan, an ameer 
of three thoufand and deputy governor, regarding Sewajee only in 
the lig^t of a Mharatta 'zemindar, fat himfelf, with the publick 
offkers in full afifembly, thini^g that hei would pay him the firfl: 
vrfit,. and only*feitt his nephey? to meet him without the city, and 
con(fti£t him to 'his palace. ^ But this affronted Sewajee, who turned 
crfF dircdtly to the Mirza Raja’s palace i and upon* being told that 

the 
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the governor expedled him in full alTembly, ialked angrily. Who is 
SufF Shekun Khan P what office does he hold here P *aad why has he 
not come out to meet me P Then, having difmiiled the nephew and 
his train, he alighted at the palace. In the evening, Suff Shekun 
Khan and the publick officers came , in ftate)tp vilit him, and he 
received them at the foot of the carpets, and , entered '^miliarly into 
converfation. The next day Sewajee Turned the vifiy* The 
deputy governor and other officers each entertained him, according 
t6 their ability. He ftayed at Aurungabad till he had received the 
bounty ordered from the trcafury, and then ‘proceeded on his journey 
to court, where he aitived in f^ty. ^ ^ 

Sewajee, vvhen introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet 
with the honours he expected. Being placed among the amras of 
five thoufimd, he aiked, to what rank the llation was affigned P and 
being told, it was *that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefbdiah, 
wept, and fainted'^away. Orders were given to carry . him into the 
court of the'bafhing apartments, where they fanned and fprinkled 
him with rofe-water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour 
and magnificence of the imperial court j but none were acquainted 
with his real diforder. When he came to himfelf he begged to be 
carried to the place appointed for his refidence;, where being ar- 
rived, he began to talk in a frantic manner, and pretended mad- 
nefs, often crying out, ** Now fuch a criminal as I am have put • 
** myfelf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put 
** me to death ?” 

Thefe mad effufions were related to his m^efly, who ordered 
that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, ihould take care of him. 
Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee’s oWh requdi, it was repre- 
fented to the emperor, that as he now had come to'the prefence, he 
defined that his atte'ndants, who were ufed to Dekkan, and did not 
chufe to live ouf of it, might have leave to return to their homes. 

His 
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His majefly regarded '\;his requeil as highly favourable to keeping 
him at court wi^oat trouble* and permitted all his followers, except 
his fon Sambah and a few of the principal perfbns, to return to 
Dekkan. , . ' 

k , 

had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to 
^ ^ , who crouded in great numbers to his gate 

on this o*;calion, geeat quantities of paftry , and fweetmeats, which 
were brought in large balkets, each of which required three or four 
men to bear it j and thefo, when emptied, were carried out again to 
the confeilioneris. Ram Sing had requefled that his people might 
be recalled ; and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city cutwal, were 
then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofity 
fo gained upon his keepers, that thqy were contented with feeirtg 
him every niorning and evening ; after the laft of which vilits, he 
conilantly retired to lleep, on pretence of illnefs. > When every thing 
was ripe for. his intended plan, Sewajee, one . Thurfday evening, 
having acquainted his confidants of his delign, ordered a flave to 
take his place on the bed, and leaving the cufiomary attendants, in 
the room, emptied the fweetmeats, and putting his fon into one of 
the balkets, • laid himfelf in another, in which they were carried out 
of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted his 
fon .upon a forty horfo, and led the bridle himfelf on foot on the 
Mutterah road. True it is, that ** the wife man does that without 
“ noife, which a vaft army cannot effed.” In the morning, the 
guards not feeing him prefent himfelf as was culIomary, .were alarmed, 
and^ave intelligence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber, 
awaked the Have \vho occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid, 
that he had. been ordered to lie on his bed, which he had done lince 
evenings , but could give no forther account. The cutwal carried the 
Have and levered ‘other perfons bound to his majefty j who ordered a 
ftri^ foarch to be made, and ptoclmoations to be illued in every 
diflri^ of the empire, delcribing Sewajee, and ordering him to. be 

feized. 
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l&izcd, but all in vain.. Terbeut Roy» thJ fuperintendant of the 
fpieSy was dilgraced for not having given infonnatibn of the ^rata- 
gem j and Ram Sing, who had requefted the recall of^his people 
from tlie guard over Sewajee, was Yufpedted ^of a connivance, and 
baniflied the court. The Mirza Rajs^ was ordjjired to leave Dekkan, 
as loon as relieved by the prince Mahunvtuud Mauzim and, the 
Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing. ^ 

' I 

*, Sewajee having arrived at Mutterafa, ihaved his beard, mulla- 
chios» and long iide locks, to difguile himfelf. Comtnitting his fon 
to the charge of a- bramin, who lay under many obligations to him, 
witli a pi'omife of great rewards if he ihould condu(5t. him in fafety 
to Dekkan. He for the prelent gave him fome jewels and gold 
^hors for his expenfes. He . then travelled as a pilgrim from Mut- 
terah, by the route of Aleahad and Benaras to Geiar ; from whence, 
after meeting two officers whom he had lent on before, he travelled, 
accompanied hy fhem, to Cuttac. Here, being much fatigued, he 
ventured to buy a forty horle j but, not having hlver ready to pay 
for it, unguarded^r opened a purfe of gold. The news of his 
cfcape having reached this city, the owner of the torfe, who was 
fufpicious at feeing a perfon in the drefs of a beggar with fo much 
money, faid, Surely you mull be Sewajee in difguife, as you oflfer 
fuch a' fum for a forry horfe.” Sewajeevnaade no reply, but gave 
him the purfe, and departed with all pohible fpeed to Jaggernaut ; 
from whence, after performing the cullomary worlhip, he travelled 
through Hyderabad to his own country. The bramin of Mutterah, 
putting a girl’s drefs on Sew^qee’s fon, then a boy with long fine 
hair, and taking bis wife in company, called hlhi his daughter, and 
brought him in lafety into Dekkan to his fotber ; who rewarded 
him ib generouily, that, he was ever after, independant of die world. 

The Mirza Raja having fbnt^iUeer Khan to eoUedt the tributes 
of die zemindars of Chandna and Deogur, rethed to pafs the rains 

at 
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at Aorungabad, until tke artiyd of the prince to relieve him in the 
government t a^ about this time the emperor dilapprovad of feveral 
promotioi)^ ho had made of the Dekkan amras» who had come 
over to the imperial fervice” by' his invitation fnwn Beejapore« the 
efcape of Sewsyee hj^^g rendered his loyalty fulpcdled by Aurung- 


zebe. 


*7 


The prince Mahummud Mauzim and Maharaja JelTwunt Sing A. H. 1077. 
advancing near» the publick officers of Dekkan went to meet the 
prince as far as the paTs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to 
Bullumreh, whcare he was honoured with an audience. On their -— *■ 

arrival at Aurungabad, fome days palifed in entertainments ; when 
the Mirza Raya, having taken leave, departed for court, but died 
on the road. Soon after his arrival at Boorahanpore, and left a worfd 
in forrow for his lols. There never was a prince among the Raaje- 
pootes equal to him in accomplishments. In plealing manners, he 
was unpa^eled ; in valour, Second to no one j and hie generoAty 
reminded men of * Hatim Tai. He was completely .learned in Hin« 
dooeh, and underilood the Turkish, JPerAc, and Arabic languages. 

** He will never wholly die, who leaves behind hirn a good name.” 

When the raja was declared paSl recovery, Deeraaje, his moonShee 
and manager of affairs, apprehending his deSlru<aion from the Raajc- 
pootes, to Save himSelf from their jealouiy took refuge with Daood 
.Khan KoreiShee, fr>ubahdar of Boorabmpore, and became a mufful- 
maun. On this account the Rasyepootes were ftrongly fuSpicious 
that he had poiSbned the raja, and his fon Keerut Sing wished 
much to Sbree him from Daood Khan to put him to a difgraceful 
death; hut not Anding an opportunity, afrer the funeral rites of 
his iather^ contiqyed liis journey to court. 


The empefiotvrecalling Ram Sing, eldeSl Son of the Mirza Raja, 
who had been^ierbidden the court frnce Sewajoe’s efcape, difrin- 
VoL. H, ‘ .D guiShed 
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gulflied him by the titte' of raja, and put kim in pofleflion of his 
Cither’s territories. * ' * * 

Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in Kokun, afliimed royal 
titles and ftruck coins, detachisd diffecent bodiljs to invade the royal 
territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, tile pergunnah of Kar- 
inja, and took moft of the forts which he' had delivered up at his 
late fubmiflion. Some of the governors died in defence of their 
cbmmiSilnds, and eveiy day news was brought to the prince of the 
lofs of one place or other. Sewajee attacking the fort of Maolee, 
which was much in want of fupplies, and every hope of afliftance to 
it cut off, was informed by the governor, Munnower Dais, that he 
and his garrifon were Raajepootes, who would facrifice their lives 
man by man, rather than give up the place. Sewajee was re- 
fblved to perfift ; and one night five hundred of his beft troops, well 
acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to the fort, 
and fixed ladders to the walls, by which they afcended ; but the 
garrifon, who vi^ere upon the watch day and night, were ready to 
receive them, and put a great number to the fword ; upon which 
the reft relinquifhed the attack. Sewajee, upon this failure, raifed 
the fiege, and attacked Ouzbuk Khan, the tannadar of Kallean 
Beemrah, who, with many of his followers, after a gallant refin- 
ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the furvivors fled in 
a wretched condition to Aurungabad ; but Munnower Dafs kept 
pofleflion of the fort, and fent exprefs accounts of the fituation of 
aflairs to the prince. 

Daood Beg Khan Koreifhee was lent to his aififtance, with lup- 
plies for the garrilbns } and after relievitig Munnower Dais, and 
throwing in fome fmall quanties of provifions to diffiaent forts, 
retreated. Sewajee again attacked Maolee, and ‘cairied it by an 
aflkult, in which the new governor, Aliverdi Khan, was llain. Soon 
after this, he poflellcd himfelf of all thfe newly ceded garrilbns, as 

alfo 
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alio of the fort of Aopnt, which, had kmg been in the imperial 
poilefllon. Dilleer* Khan, having coUeiled a conliderable tribute 
from d^ndna and Deogur, was ordered to carry the treafure to 
Aurangabad, where^ he had the hoiidur of an audience from the 
prince. As Raow^ Kerrun,. the zemindar of Bikkaneer, an ameer 
of .two thouiand, aiU fome time kelladaar of Dowlutabad, had 
lately heen very negled&il in the imperial affairs, and hie ill condudl 
had reached the ^ars of his maje^, his fon, who frad quarrelled 
with his father, thought this a proper time for revenge, and ob- 
tained the grant of the zemindaree of Bikkaneer for himfolf. Raow ’ 
Kerrun upon tfiis, grew daily more and more negledifal ; and being 
at this period detacSed with Dilleer Khan, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as his revenue was flopped, he, for want of money, 
made a pra^ice of robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes»at 
night, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the march. 
Dilleer Khan having proofs of this, and dreading that, if his info- 
lence was unnoticed, he might proceed to exoeffes which would 
alfo endanger his fame, wrote complaining letters of him to court ; 
which were anfwered by orders to put him to death, or coniine . 
him, if he htyboured farther evil intentions. The vaqueel of Raow 
Bhaow Sing Arrah, having obtained intelligence of. this order at 
court, wrote it immediately to his mailer at the camp of Dilleer 
Khan. * 


. The morning aft^ the receipt of the order, DiUeer Khan, under 
pretence of going to hunt, palled near the tents of Raow Kerrun, 
to whom he fent word that much game was furrounded in the toils, 
and invited him to come and fhare in the amufement. The Raow, 
equally carelefs of every thing, and unmindful of. tlie deceit in- 
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came out attended by a 
fow RaajepoQtes»to the Khan} when luckily for him, Raow Bliaow 
Sing, who hgd heard of his going, rode up quickly with liis fol- 
lowers, and, by drawing his friend from among the Khan's troops, 

D 2 faved 
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. &Ted his life. Dilleer'i^an was deleated In hts defign, and. rode 
on towards Aurungabad> where the two raov^ aUb arrived iome 
hours after him. * 

t 

The manners of Dilleer Khan not, being al.xeeable to'the prince 
or Maharaja JeflWunt Sing, they detached hen for the punilhnient 
of the enemy towards Zuffirabad Bieder, dhd the raows, agreeably 

to the prince’s orders, remained at Aurangabad. . 

( 

A. r 1. 1078. Se^ajee now entertaining defigns of fuoduing the countries de- 
A. D. 1667. peiujant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupplv hii garrifons with 
provifions, which he could not ealily do while invaded, wrote to 
the Maharaja, that had not die emperor flighted his fervices, he 
had intended to offer them againfl Candahar ; that he had made his 
cfcape only through fear of his life, but now, (his patron, the 
Mirsa Raja, being dead) if, by his interceflion, Jeffwunt Sing 
could procure a pardon for his late oflences, he would fend his fon 
Suntah to the prince, that he might be promoted to a munfub, and 
ferve wherever there was occafion. He wrote alfo in this humble 
manner to the prince ; who, as well as the Maharajah, applied to 
court in his favour, and their requefts met with the* royal com- 
pliance. 

' » 

Sewajee upon this, difpatched his fon Suntah to Aurungabad, 
under the care of Pertaub Sing, a principaf chief, efcorted by a 
thouflind horfe; and, after an audience of the prince, he was 
honoured by the munfub of five thoufand, a prefent a( an elephant, 
and arms fet with jewels, as alfb a jaghire in the' province of fierar, 
to which he detached one half of his force, and kept the other 
attendant on his perfon. After fome time, Sewajee requeftsd diat 
his fon might be fent home, as he was then a child, promifing that 
he fliould be difpatched to court, when of age to aA in the royal 
fer vice. This was complied with, and a par^ of the Maharaja’s 

troops 
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troops dotted him to &!llKr» while PRfaub Sing remained at 
the prin^|s court. Snfieh Kfaan Bukhfhi of Dekkan laid before his 
majefly a nft of the munfubdaurs created by the ameer al amra, the 
Maharajahr and the IVGrza Raja Jey Sing. Many wn-e difplaced, but 
fome deigned to accejR of inferior ranks, and others weretedored at 
thctequeft of die pr!^. The reft went over to the fcrvice of 
Sewajee, who gladly rereived them. 

When intelligence of this defertion reached Aurungzebe, and ft 
appeared that Sijfteh Kh^n had much opprefled the munfubdaurs of 
Dekkan, am<^g* whom were fome old fervants of the throne, he 
was much difpleafod, and this nobleman was ordered to the prefcnce.' 
He had alfo conhfoated the receipts of fome parts of Suntah’s jag- 
hire, as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee had received frofh 
die treafury on his going to court. This circumftance being made 
known to Sewajee, who had now conquered much die Beeja- 
pore country, and amply fupplied all his forts with proviftons, he 
recalled Pertaub Sing from Aurangabad, who left,, it immediately, 
and the othre part of his force in the jaghires plundered the diftriifts, 
and went off in fpite of a force which w^ font in porfuft,* but could 
not overtakcr.diem. 

# 

Sewajee, during thir truce, puniihed a whole tribe with death, 

* who had rebelled againft his fether Sahjee in Mudkul, and de- 
livered him up to the nefontment of the' Beejapore government, 
by which he was condemned to be buried alive foe withholding the 
revenues of Tanjore,‘ but faved' at the intercefE<m of. Rundowlah 
Khan, the mmifter of Ali Adil Shaw. Sahjee, penetrated with 
gradtt^e for th»' forvioe, being fot at liberty and reinftated in his 
employiiients«‘Viftted hb fon. Sewajee, notwithftanding his lemon- 
ftranceS, ran 'terf miles on foot by the fide of his palanquin; and 
on his fdighdng at' his palace foated him on the mufhud ; while he 
himfiSlftoofc his flippers, and ftood among the menial attendants. 

Sahjee 
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Sahjee fpent two moi 4 ;&hs widi his Ion and HrA wJife, in niutual 
interchanges of afFcOion. Scwajcc on this cflcca^on obtaylned the 
deferved applaufe of all mankind, for his coodudt to a ptrent, who 
had hitherto, from his birth,* i^iewn liim no miirks of afiedlion, but 
rather treated him as an alien of iamiW. Sahjee*, afrer this 
vifit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, i^ reducmg the refrac> 
tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore ; at w^ch place he died, by a 
£ill fr<kn his horfe in hunting. A iplendid m^ufoleum was eroAed 
to his memory. 

Sewajee obliged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Oolconda the fum o/ four, lacks of pago- 
das. He had now formed a confiderahle fleet, with which he 
infeAed the coaAs, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
Skldees, who a<Aed as admirals of the few Aiips of Aurungzebe, to 
protect the trade of* Surat and the coaAs, for which they enjoyed 
large penlions. / . 

About this time a iavourite eunuch belonging to Ali Adil Shaw 
of Beejap<ft«, being difguAcd at his Ibvereign, came over to the 
prince at Aurungabad. Adil Shaw wrote repeated requeAs that he 
ihould be fent back, agreeing, in cafe of compliance, to give up 
the fort of Sholapore, and make a valuable oflering* The prince 
fending intelligence of this to court, his majefly ordered that Geaus < 
ad-. Dien Khan fhould go to Beejapore, to determine and colle<A the 
oflering, and Eeruch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho- 
lapore, after which the eunudi Aibuld be fent back. This was 
accordingly done. This year the prince’s mother came to Dekkan 
on a vilit to ‘her fon, by the emperor’s orders, to adviie him to 
continue firm in his allegiance s fbme fufpicions having anfen that 
he meditated indepcndance. ^ • 


DiUeer 
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DiJleer Khan, ^who had marched agau^ the Mharattas, pur« A. H. 1079. 
fued th^i as* far as Batterree, yvhen an ojder of recall arrived, A. D. 1668. 
commaiwhig him to repair to Aurangabad ; but-on account of his 
difagreement with the Maharaja, he wis apprehenfive for his fafety, 
and delayed. This^^eing rejvefonted in a heinous light, he was 
accufed of rebellion to^e emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan, 
by poft ftages, to enqdSrc into the caufe of his not vifiting the 
prince; and if, on examination, it Ihould appear to be rebellion, to 
bring him by force, and ad: as circumfoa^ces might require, even to 
the putting him to deafo, if judged nece/lary. Multufoit Khan, 
brother to Iftilchar Khan, incited by friendfoip to Dilleer )Uian, 
wrote him atfvice tot)e wary how he fliould vifit the prince ; which 
cncreafed the apprehenfions he had before entertained of treachery. 

•) 

' Iftikhar Khan being arrived at Aurangabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, that his refolal to vifit the prince having been reprefented to 
the emperor, he was difpatched exprefe to enquire*the caufe ; there- 
fore, it would be proper that he Ihould march nearer to the city, 
in order to give him an opportunity of ^aminaticui. Dilleer Khan . 
having encamped within three cofs of Aurangabad, was vifited by 
Iftikhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and afiurances 
of fafety. Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treachery ; 
upon which the other took an oath that there was .none intended ; 
when the Khan fhowed him his brother’s letter, which being 
original, left him without ,<foubt of the Maharaja’s deceit. It, was 
now judged advifoablc. that PiUeer.Khan, under pretence of illnefs, 
fhould continue his operation ^^ithout vifiting the prince. He ac- 
cordingly, movi^d vAthhis troops in fearcb of the enemy, and Iftikhar 
fent the acccHmt of his brother’s information to court. The. prince 
arid Maharaja now. wrpie* that. Dilleer Khan had drawn his head 
from , the collar, of obedience ; and extending the hand of rapine 
wherever he went, his Afghauns plundered the country. Tin’s news 
was put into all the papers of Dekkan ; and DUleer Klian, not 

thinking 
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thii^ung it fafe to rMBjiin, marched with intentions to proceed to 
court; upon which thp prince wrote again to the prefenc^ that he 
was going with evH deiigns» and a firmaun catme. not to p^hnit him ; 
when the prince began to lefy troops* to oppofe^his paflage. 

The prince having colledted about fixty ^loufend horfe, in ‘the 
height of the rains marched from Aurun^bad to punifli Dilleer 
Khan ; who, all his people included, had not njore than five thou- 
fand. The prince alfo induced Sewajee to join him by promifcs of 
fr vour, and encamped about fifteen _cofs from Boofahanpore, and 
three from the ferry of Hanuck, over the river^Tap^ee, intending to 
crofr and proceed to the city of which Daooo Khan was feubahdar. 

• Orders were fent to procure boats for the pafiage of the army, 
when Daood Khan reprefented, that Dilleer Khan was then fixty 
cofs diftant, and had not crofled the river; that to procure boats at 
fo fhort a Warning' was impofiible, but that in the time which muil 
be expended, if the prince waited for them, he might effectually 
finiih the expedition. Tly prince replied, that he did not chufe 
to march fuch a diftance through bad roads; befides, if. Dilleer 
Khan fhould crofs • the river liefore him, the trouble would be 
thrown away; he therefore thought it beft to proceed with the 
army to Boorahanpore, arid, by waiting there, to ^effectually block 
up the road. Daood Khan fufpeaing, from this determination, 
t^t a rebellion was on foot, and having infonned Raow Bhaow 
Sing of his conjeiftures, agreed with him, that if die prince fhould 
attempt to cr<^s the river, they would oppofc him. The prince and 
Maharaja Jeffwiint Sing 'perceiving Daood Khkn’s*alarms, attempted 
to lure him to an interview, with defign to make him a prifoher; 
but he, being experienced, did not throw himfelf into ^eir fnares. 
Dilleer Khan reprefented to the prefence, that the prince and Msffia* 
raja, entertaining rebellious defig'ns, had felfely accufed him of dif- 
afteCtion, merely to have a pretence for levying troops; upon which 

the 
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the emperor ordered Kokultalh Bahad'w«. Khan, . foubahdar of 
GuzVat, to pfoceed with Koottub ad Diqp Khan and the troops 
under Ifeiim to Oogein, beyond which he Ihould not allow the prince 
to pafs. A fecond order fooil after arrived for him to take Dilleer 
Khan with him v^en he returned to Guzartit. Mcer Houfleinee 
was fent from the* p^fence with two hrmauns ; the firft of which 
was dircAed to Dilleer I^han, ordering him to Bahadur Khan's camp ^ 
and the fecond to the prince and Maharaja, commanding them to 
return to Aurungahad. The imperial commands were immediately 
obeyed, as the Maharaja, who had tempted the prince to difloyalty 
was afraid, antT^the prince did not chufe to a<St with open dflrelpedl 
to his fatlierf Sooif after this, Sewajee again plundered the town of 
Surat, and the prince lent orders to Daood Khan to intercept his 
retreat. • 

Daood Klian, having paid his complimepls to the prince, de- A.H. loSr. 
parted in put fuit of Sewajee, and foon had intelligence, that after A. D. 1679. 
plundering Surat, he had laid wafte the country in the vicinity of 
the fort of Aurung, named alfo Multeher, which he was watching . 
for an opportunity to furprize. Meflengers foon after this brought 
intelligence, that Sewajee, hearing of the approach of the royal 
army, had palled by this fort, and was haftening to gain the pals 
of Kunchenah Munchenah ; upon which Daood Khan marched im- 
mediately for Chandour, which lay in tliat road, and Bakee Khan, 
who had been obliged to retire into the fort from this town, on 
account of the preffure of the enemy, came to vifit him. About 
midnight the fpies brought word, that Sewajee had gone through 
the pals of Kunchenah Munchenah, from whence he had taken the 
road to Gooldiunabad } leaving a ibree in the pafs to proted thofe 
who had fallen in the . rear from fatigue and other caufes. It was 
full moon, and^ Daood immediately marched in purfuit,* with fuch 
hafte, tliat *the little baggage he had fell behind ; and towards 
morning, it growing dark, part of the troops miltook the road, 

VoL. II. E and 
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and (eparated from the>rfift. Akhlaa& Khan, who commanded the 
advanced guard, havin^^' gained an eminence, at*dayhght dej|ji;:ried a 
body of the Mharattas j upon which he ordered his peopl^ to pre«- 
pare j but, before they were ttady, h5, from the raihnefs of youth, 
with a fmall humber, charged the enemy, wh^ were not lefs than 
eleven thoufand horfe, but paid dear for hi^impatiehce, and was 
feverely wounded. When Daood Khan came to the height, and 
beheld the imprudence of Akhlaafs Khan, he detached a reinforce- 
ment, and hailened to a ruined village, where leaving the elephant 
flags and drum bearers, who were tiredj under Ibrahim Khan 
Punnee, with inflrudions to keep with him the rear and baggage 
as they came up, he proceeded. The advanced troops foon en- 
gaged with the enemy, and at firft many of the imperial officers 
ware wounded ; but at length, Roy Muckrind and Bhaun Peroheet 
drove them off with the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after 
taking up Akhlaafs Khan from the ground, purfued them, when a 
warm adion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. The 
Mharattas, according to their cufrom, attacked on all quarters, but 
great numbers of them being kUled by the cannon fhot, the reft fled 
in confulion. Daood Khan had not with him at this time more 
than a thoufand horfe j and though the enemy made a fecond 
attack towards nightfall, he condu<fted himfelf fo gallantly as again 
to defeat them 3 after which he ordered up the baggage, and took 
proper care of the wounded officers and men. The next day, he 
marched to Goolihunabad, and lent the wounded on to Aurungabad. 
Certain news arriving of the Mharattas having retreated to Kokun, 
he halted about a montli; after which he moved the camp to 
Ahmednuggur, where he received letters from iiis fon Hummeed 
ad Dien Khan, his deputy in the government of Boorahanpore, 
that the Ml^rattas with a very large force meditated an attack upon 
the city, which he was prepifing to defend, but ample and fpeedy 
afliftance was neceffary. Daood Khan moved inftantlyi and on 
hearing that the. enemy had plundered Bahadurpore, wi thin two 

miles 
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mile& of the ci^y, redoubled his (peed } but on his arrival at Fer- 
dapore ^nteUigbnce was brought him* that *they had retreated to- 
wards Buggellana, upon which he altered his route to purfue. Tlie 
enemy plundered the town of Multeher, under the fort of Aurun- 
ghur, and then befitjed Sultsmghur, commonly named Salheer. 


Daood Klian arrived* at Multeher about eight o’clock at night* 
after a forced march, but the baggage did not come up, nor alio 
a great number of the ^fepoys, until the next day. Here he left 
the baggage, and the next morning, before funrile, moved ^to the 
relief of Salheer j bui before he had advanced far, hearing that it 
had been taken, he returned, and halted fome days j after which, 
fecuring his baggage at the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, he pre- 
pared to follow the enemy with fpeed, who W'ere plundering on all 
quarters. Mcer Syed at the fort of Tippehghur in Berar, hearing 
of a body of the enemy colleded in the neighbourhood, marched 
upon them in the night, and put fevcn hundred to th^ fword. At 
tills time, the emperor being much difpleafcd at* the ill condu(5t 
of the Maharaja JelTwunt Sing, in exciting enmity between the 
prince and Dllleer Khan, recalled him from Dckkan, and ordered 
him to Guzarat, fending in his room Lohralp Mahabut Khan, fon 
of the celebrated Mahabut Khan Jehaungeeree. This ameer, after 
the death of his late majelty, left off beating the nobut as ufual, 
•only at twelve o’clock at night and at daybreak he founded it a 
Ihort time, merely out of cool refpedl to the reigning monarch ; but 
during the time of mauching, when it was not cuftomary, from fet- 
ting out until his arrival at the ground, his elephant drums never 
ceafod, and at every two miles one loud beat of the nobut was 
founded. Wh^ he alighted, a general difcharge of the artillery 
was given. This difplealing Aurhngzebe, he was recalled from the 
government . oT ^^abul to the prefence, and iliortly after ordered to 
command the army in Dgkkan. He had three thoufond houfe- 
hold troops, his own dependants. Daood Khan being appointed 

E 2 his 
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his fecond, was diiguftciJ, and requeued to be recalled. Mahabut» 
after paying liis refpeits to the prince at Aurangabad, joined the 
army at Chandour, where was yifited by Daood Khan, who, 
tliough an ameer of five thoufand, was not tveated by him with 
much attention; which encreafed that noby;raan’s difguft, and 
raifed it into enmity ; but as the imperial a£!airs were in queftibn, 
and dependant on their agreement, he di5 not chufe to fliew it 

It Was determined that, prior to engaging in other fervice, the 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced,, flioiild, be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide, 
aqd Daood Khan on others, fo as to forma blockade. The bat- 
teries played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the 
fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a 
ftorm, applied to^ Daood Khali, who let them pafs from the fort 
through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took pofief- 
fion of the place. Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his 
knowledge, was much offended, and their mutual hatred grew to 
the greateft pitch. The fort being properly garrifoiied, the army 
marched to Ahmednuggur, and then cantoned for the Vainy feafon 
in the pergunnah of Balneer ; but Daood Khan,' agreeably to his 
petition, was recalled to the prefence. 



A. H. 1082. Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, Ipent his time 
A. 0.1671. in a continual round of fellivity, giving no attention to publick 
aflairs or the punifliment of the enemy ; and Ae army was cor- 
rupted by liis luxury and indolent example. He had brought in his 
train to Dekkan, four hundred dancing girls, drolls, and mimics 
of Cabul and Lahore, who were ’daily rewarded by prefents and 
favours. It at laft reached the emperor’s ear, that Mjihabut Khan 
was in fecret combination with Sewajee^ whom he did not pulh to 
fuch extremities, nor punifh, as he had it in his power to do. 
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Upon .this, he was recalled to court, and .‘feokultafti Khan ap- 
pointed ip his ftead,*who, with Dilleer Khotn Afghaun, Koottub 
ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzarat, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, imnaediately befieged the fort of Sultanghur, de- 
tachmg for'this purpoife Akhlaafs Khan Mcana, Raow Amir Sing 
Chunderaowt, with th\ir own and other troops. Kokultaih Khan 
marched to within fix «ofs of Ahmednuggur to meet Mahabut 
Khan, who after t)ie interview departed for court. Intelligence 
now arrived, that the' enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who* 
with Mohukkum Sing, ‘fon of Raow Amir Sing Chunderaowt, 
being badly woended, were taken prifoners. The raowhimfelfr 
with many olhers, falling in the aftion, the royal forces were de- 
feated, and all the baggage fell into the hands of the victors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon tliis, marched day and night to overtake 
them, but upon his arrival at Noleher in Buggellana, learned that 
they Jiad fafely retreated to Kokun with all their plunder. 

r. ' 

A body of Afghauns in the fervice of Dilleer Khan having 
committed great irregularities, and killed a traveller^ Bahadur Khan 
endeavoured to bring the murderers to punilhment, but they could 
not be apprehended, as they always fkreened each other; upon 
which Baliadur J^an, by way of example, to deter them for the 
future, drew out his artillery; but they, difregarding this, began 
.to throw rockets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix 
hundred of the Afghauns were in an infrant laid dead on the plain. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim was recalled from the govern- 
ment of Dekkan, and Bahadur Khan appointed to fucceed him. 
Namdaur Khan, the fon of JafBer Khan, was entrufted with the 
care of the country of Buggellana. Jadoo Terrai Dekkamice and 
Seedee Hullall Khan were difpatched to protedt Goohhunabad and 
prevent the IVJhvattas from entering the country on that quarter. 


The 
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The prince Mahat^mud Mauzim having {hewn great favour to, 
and having an afFc<5yonate regard for, Mohin Sihg, fon /f Raow 
Kerrun, on this account he was much envied by the i5nncc’s fer- 
vants, who were daily feeldng for 'an opportunity to dil^ace him. 
It happened that a tame deer, belonging to M^^ummud Shaw, the 
meer tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, into Mohin Sing’s 

court, and was brought to him by his lepvants. He, not knowing 
whofe it was, and feeing it a fine animal, ordered it to be kept. 
The next morning, when Mohin Sing was 'fitting in the hall of 
audience with other attendants, before the prince's entrance, Ma- 
hummud Shaw came up to him, and began to cavil. Though 
Mohin Sing repeatedly afiured him that he would return the deer 
as foon as he went home, this did not fatisfy him ; and advancing 
t© the feat, he exclaimed, ** Send for it here inftantly, or I will 
** not let you rife.” Mohin Sing, upon this, being much en- 
raged, clapping his. hand to his fabre, got up quickly, and a ren- 
contre enfued, iiT which they each received feveral wounds. At 
length, fomc of the prince’s Icrvants rufhed together on Mohin 
Sing, who, being weak from lofs of blood, leaned againft a pillar 
of the hall, when an armourbearer gave him another* wound on the 
head, and he fainted away on the ground j but his fervants now 
gathered round him, and prevented his receiving further hurt. 
J^iddum Sing, his elder brother, who was fitting in another part 
of the hall, hearing of his being wounded, now ran up, and with 
one flrokc of his fabre finillied Mahummud Shaw } upon which the 
prince’s fervants ran confufedly out of the balcony, and others threw 
themfelves headlong into the area. Puddum Sing flood over the 
body of Mahummud Shaw, refolved to kill any one who fhould 
attempt to take it away ; when a number of Raajepootes, belong- 
ing to him and his brother, entered the hall with a palanquin, into 
hich they put Mohin Sing, not yet dead, and vwro. advanced on 
the way out as far as the ftatlon of the rocket men, when the prince 
ejitered the hall,- hut, feeing all in confbfion, inftantly retired, and 

ordered 
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ordered ilridt fearch to be made for the murderer of Mohin Sing, 
but his ^omeliic^ concealed him. Puddum Sing, liilpeiting that 
the prince might be difpfoafed and order him to be apprehended, 
refolved to die in that cafe oii the fpibt, and therefore continued 
Handing, until raja Sing Sefodia, an ameer of five thoufand, 
came»and carried him id fafety to Mohin Sing’s houfc, 

ft 

Mohin Sing breatjied his laft on the road home, and his women 
burned themfelves alive with the corpfe. The prince was much., 
affeifted with grief j but, 'though he made much enquiry, never 

could find out the murderer. 

* 

Sewajee at this .time, haying made a peace with the k‘mg of 
Hyderabad, and received promifes and aflurances to his perfedk 
fatisfadlion, went to vifit him. Adna Pundit, the king's minifter, 
though a man of great policy and cunning, and,a rival of Sewajee 
in intrigue, was deceived by his fuperior art. It was agreed that, 
joining forces, they fhould marcTi againft the Beejajwe fultan, and 
divide what country they might conquer between tfiem, and after- 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekkan. Their firft operation was 
planned againft Tanjawer, a zemindaree belonging to Angojee, 
Sewajee’s half brother, tributary to Beejapore. 

Sewajee accordingly, having received a great fum of money 
and large reinforcements of troops from Hyderabad, marched for 
Tanjawer, and wrote to Angojee to come and meet him. Angojee, 
not dreaming of his brother’s treachery, came fi-om Tanjawer to 
Jinjee, agreeably to* his requeftj and they had an interview, at 
which Sewajee demanded the treafures which their fother Sahjee, 
he faid, had left to him. Angojee, now feeing no way for efcape 
but by chicane, humbly told his brother, that the fort 0 an- 
jawer, the country, and every thing he had, w?is at his 
which declaration fatisfied SeWajee, who fuppofcd he.had his broths 
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in his power, and that he could get from him what he pleafed ; but 
for once he was deoeived. Angojee having ’returned to ^is tents, 
fled the flime night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer, 
where he arrived in twenty hours from Jinjee^ which is diftant one 
hundred and twenty miles from that foit'^ Sewajee upon this 
plundered his brother’s camp j and having gbtten pofleflion of Jinjee 
by treachery, as alfo of fome other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
Hyderabad, into which he put his own garrifoq^s, retreated, and then 
• fent back the Hyderabad troops to their own country. Bahadur 
Khan hearing of the meeting between* Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories j and having ‘ exafted the 
payment of a large fum of money as a firic, returned to Ahmed- 
nuggur } where he remained fome time, and then encamped for the 
‘rains at the great tank of Ferrah Baug. Akhlaafs Khan Meana, 
Mohukkum Sing, and others who had been wounded and taken 
prifoners at Sultanghur, being now releafed, joined tlic camp at 
Ahmednuggur i * and having paid their refpeds to Bahadur Khan, 
were re-eflrablifticd in their differerfl ranks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan- 
nee and Seedec Hullall, who had been fent for the protedion of 
Goolfhunabad, having been reprimanded harflily by Bahadur Khan 
on the Mharattas entering their neighbourhood, in relentmcnt, 
deferted to Sewajee’s army. As the Mharattas had invaded the 
imperial territories, Bahadur Khan mairhed from Ahmednuggur, 
and, leaving moft of his baggage in the fort of Candahar, ad- 
vanced with all fpeed in purfuit of the enemy to the fort of Ram- 
geer, where he learned that they had left that place two days 
before, after plundering the town and carrying away fome of the 
wives of the inhabitants prifoners. The khan, arriving in the 
vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and laid wafte fome places, at the 
iniligation of Dilleer Khan. Intelligence was brought, that the- 
enemy, who had been at Ramgeer, were now. divided into two 
bodies, one of vvhich had pafled on the borders of the Hyderabad 
territories into .their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh 


were 
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were plundering the imperial poll^ons. Bahadur Khan difpatched 
Dilleer^Khan, .Rootlub ad Dien Khan, and pther chiefe, after the 
enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of 
the other body himlelf; fending Bakae Khan and Futtaeh Khan 
with tlie ffltillcry baggage to Aurangabad. He came up witli 
and,engaged the enemy at a*pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing Bondela, aijd his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavalry, formed the advanced guard'. The enemy flood firm for 
fomc time, till Soopkerrun Bondela charged the grand body in con^ 
jundlion with the troops of Balchcram .; when, after a ihort llruggle, 
they fled, and thip royal army purfuing them till night, took ‘much 
Ipoil and many horfe.?, which had been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were mofijy roilored. Bahadur Khan marched tlic 
next day through the pals of Antour, and the ^ay after refolved tp 
reach Aurungabad, which was fixteen cofs dillaut. A few officers, 
who had rode on before, fell in with fome thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfelves on an eminence till the, army came up, 
when they fled, and Soopkeifun Bondela purfued them for fome 
cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking much rjplunder ; -his fbn 
Raow Dulput jvas wounded. The next day Bahadur Khan arrived 
with the arQiy at Aurungabad, and encamped fome time in the 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
arms on his gallant offipers, and, in return for their fef vices, re- 
commended them to his majefly for promotion to higher rank. He 
next marched from Aurungabad to Satterah Batterah, thirty cofs 
diflant, where he encamped, Dilleer Khan, with his detachmeijt, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapore, 
when he returned W'ith much plunder taken from ffiem. As the 
Mharattas had for the two laft ^ring harvefts made incurfions into 
Khandeflie through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Khan caufed 
redoubts to l»e (^refted in each pafs, and artillery, with proper 
guards, to be ilationed in them. Accordingly, they were built at 
the following places ^ Ferdaporc, Loondapore, Mulkapore, KaflTo- 
VoL. II. F ree. 
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ree,. Raujdehr, Lakaejhwara, Deogam, Rajorah, DiUecrporc, and 
three jor four other places, v 

This year died Koottub al Mobile, fultan of Hyderabad ; and, 
leaving behind him no male children, was? fucceeded by Abou 
Houflun, who had married his eldeft* daughter ; a p^rlbn of a moft 
debauched charader ; but, to the furpriz? of all, upon his acceffion 
to the throne he threw off every bad habit, and became botli an 
excellent man and prince. According to cuflom, he font am- 
baffadors to the imperial court with proper offerings, which were 

received, and a gracious firmaun returned in anfwer. 

< 

Mahabut Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, was ap- 
pointed a fecond time to the government of Cabul; but again 
difi)laccd in a fhort time after, and died on the road in his way 
to the prefence, ^le was a chief poflefTed of true nobility, and a 
great encourager*of brave foldiers, of whom he had always a fine 
houfehold body. He had a reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre- 
ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns ; and, when in Dek- 
kan, had about a thoufand'of the former with him, to whofe 
charge he always trufted the guard of his haram and flpeping apart- 
ments. Bahadur Khan bellowed a munf'ub and other honours on 
Beejajee Naick, a capital zemindar of Dekkan, whofe fon had 
married Sewajee’s daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry 
and reputation. 

A. II. 1083-4. Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were collecting in 
A. D. 1672-3. the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage'at Chummar Koon- 
dah, and by forced marches came up with and gave them a fignal 
defeat, in which Soopkerrun Bondcla behaved with particular gal- 
lantry. He then moved to Burragaum, twenty .coj,^ diftant from 
Ahmednuggur, on. the banks of the Beemrah, a river feparating 
the Hyderabad .territories from thofe of Beejapore, apd which has 

its 
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its fource from the mountains of Kokun at -a place called Bhamean 
Sunkre^ near tht fwt of Loeghur. Here %hadur, to perpetuate 
his memory, built a fort and eredted a magnificent palace, which 
he called Bahadur Ghur. Dillput Roy Bondela was promoted 
to the rank of thrA hundred, and the fpns of Bahadur Khan, 
Mirea Houfifun and Mirza Mhoufiun, were honoured with the 
titles of khan. Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command 
the fration of Goollhunabad. Sutterfal, the Ion of Chumput Bon- 
dela, dilgufied at not finding promotion, and being in diftreflerf 
circumfiances, went oven to Sewajee ; but, as he placed little con- 
fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after Ihewing him Ibme civilities, 
he gave him his diAiifiion } upon which, finding himfelf without 
refource, he returned to his own country, where, collefting his 
dependants, he raifed a rebellion, and pofiefifed himfelf of grejt 
part of the zemindarce. 

* • 

About this time died Ali Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, whofe 

anceftors were defcendants of the emperors of Turky. EufufJ; a 
prince of the Ottoman family, was entrufted by hiS mother to the 
care of a merchant, through fear of the brother, then emperor. 
The merchant coming to Damaun brought the young prince with 
him, and from thence travelled to Dekkan, where, fortune be- 
friending his charge, he .founded the kingdom of Beejapore, lliling 
Jiimfelf Eufuff Adil Shaw, and ereited the citadel of Beejapore, 
which bears his name. Ali was fucceeded by his fon Seconder, an 
infant. Khoual^ Khan Hubfhee, a favourite of his father’s, was 
entrulled with his education and the command of the fort. Abd al 
Kerreem Meana, the Ion of Abd al Raheem, fon of Belolc Khan, 
(who, in the reign of the late, emperor Shaw Jehaun, had followed 
the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped with him from 
■Agra, upon entering firft into the fervice of the king of 

Hyderabad, and afterwards of the Beejapore prince, who raifed him 
to high rank) commanded* the minor king’s armij^s. 

F 2 
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A. H. 1085.. :0n the death of -AU Adil Shaw; Sewaj^ee, intending to uoduce 

A. D. 1674. the cjountfy, and marry hiis fbn Sambah to the daughter ofRuftum 
Raow, with royal fplendour and magnUicence> in order to divert 
fi'om him the imperial' arn&y that he mighe be at liberty to exe« 
cute his deiigns, began to intrigue for duU: pitlpofe. He diftnided 
Jadoo Tcrrai and HullasQ Khan» who had de&rted to him from, the 
imperial army, telhng them' he not keep them, as he now 
meant to alk for peace. Thefo cIh^ having at the interceiiion of 
>^opkerran Bondelk been pardoned ^ Bahadur Khan, returned to 
his camp. Sewajee now font deputies, v>'ith pcefonts of an ele- 
phant otkI many rarities, to Bahadur Khan, requefting a truce, till 
through his intereft forgiveneis of his crimes from the emperor 
could b* ratified j upon the arrival of which, if the Khan would 
fond his eldeft Ibn to condudl Jiinvhe would fubmit to his clemency. 
Bahadur Khan, not aware of his intriguing craft, confcntcd to a 
truce, and immediately font off an exprefs to the emperor, then at 
HoulTun Ahdal on the borders of Cabul, which arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was iffiied in reply, that he lliould be 
cautious not to. be deceived by the Mharatta, and before he formed, 
any treaty, fond Mallek Berkhordar, who knew the artifice of 
Sewajee, with fome confidential forvants of his own, to found his 
focret designs, which he ihould, when explored, communicate to 
the emperor, who would then give furtlier orders. 

Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the ikmaun, dii^atched 
M^ummud Saad Khan and Gongaram Guzaratee, confidants of 
his own, with Malfok Berkhordar, to sunufo Sewajee. This, crafty 
politician, who had already found time to effeft ^art of his fehemes 
and pofiefs himfolf of the fort of Pernalleh, belonging to Beejapore, 
received the deputies at Kairce, and for the firll day treked them 
with all cuftomary honours j but the next, gaye, them a fin^ 
anfwer, faying, “ What fuperiority has your maftcr gained over 
“ me, that I Ihould confonJt to fubimflion? Be gone i^edily fiom 

hence, 



37 


AXJmmZEAJ^t OfERATIONS IN DEICKAN. 

•« hence, or you will be disgraced." Upon hearing this, the 
afltightei;} depu^ jpeturned with ^ account qf their reception to 
Bahadur Khatij wIk) forwarded it to court. The emperor, out of 
his abundant. hindnefs, to confole the mortified khan, promoted him 
to the rank of ieven ti^ioufand horfe and the tide of Khan Jehaun 
Bahadur Kokultalh 2h£&p Jung / his elder brother, named MuzzufHr 
HoufitHn, to the tide of ^zum Kkui and rank of fix thouiand ; 
and his Tons, one to ^e tide of Muzzufiir Khan, and die other, of 
Nufi«rut Khan, with proportionable commands. . 

Bahadur Khan upon this promotion kept a grand fefiival, to 
which he invited Nihidaur Khan, the fon of Ja^er Khan, from 
Buggdkna ; and gave away among the amras and tkdr followers, 
thirty one elephants, above five hundred horfes, (wo thouTand ele-- 
gant drefies, befides fwords, armour and other valuable articles. 

■h- 

At this time contentions prevailed bttween* the Bekkanees 
and Afghauns of BeejaporCi Dunnanut Pundit, who was much in 
the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfully promoted* the inveteracy 
of the parties, ‘in hopes that he^ fhould fucceed whatever chief 
might be difplaced. He obferved to Khouafs Khan, that the 
Afghauns bad acquired too much power in the ftate; that die 
prince being a minor, hknfelf confined to the fort, and Sewajee 
having feized many diftri£ts of the kingdom, in this iituatioo it 
would be prudent to implore the prote(!fcion of the emperor, in 
conjuntificni with his troops to punifh Sewajee, and regain the 
ufurped territories ; which efiedte^ he might then eafily expeli die 
mutinous and rebeltibus Afghauns* 

The Ethioj9ian approved of his fchetnes, and fent his dewan, 
Seijain Raow, •to'Zuffir Jung with offers of friendfhip and alliance, 
as alfb an invitation to a conference. Zuffir Jung, ppon receiving this 
unexp«ded but welcome dVerture, propofed that. Khouafs Khan 

fhould 
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n^ould march from . Beejapore to Burrapore on the banks of the 
Killnah, where he ;w^ould meet him* Accordingly, botjj 'parties 
moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched; 
but, as the waters of the Kiflnah fuddenly.rofe very high, Zuffir 
Jung went in boats to the camp of Khouaf^Khan, from whence, 
after feme. con verfation, he brought him back With him to his own, 
and gave him and all his followers* a gra^d , entertainment and rich 
prefents. Mutual alliances were .entered into, and the daughter of 
Khouafs Khan was betrothed to Nuflerut Jung, the iecond fbn of 
Zuffir Jung ; after which the two chiefs .took leave of each other, 
and dej^arted to execute their intended purpoies. . 

Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs' Khan, was en- 
<;amped at the diftance of twelve miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to 
. him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his 
mafter, infidioufly pbferving, that if the Hubfhee ffiould make the 
fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would 
put an end to Abd al Kerreem’s and his own fortunes, 

Abd al Kerreem, W'ho was eager to obtain the regency, de- 
termined to take an. opportunity of confining Khouafs, Khan on the 
march to Beejapore ; but he being informed of his treachery, left 
the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty, miles from the city, to 
which he departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
defigns of his enemy, Oli Abd al Kerreem’s arrival at Beejapbre, 
a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and at length Khouafs 
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of the citadel to encourage 
the Afghauns ; and after the ufual ceremonies ‘of meeting, retired 
with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment. On 
notice being given that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal ameer, 
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the room, as if to meet him, 
but the door was fhut immediately after him, and Khouafs Khan 
made a prifoncr . under a ftroljg guard. ‘ Jumlheed, a Have of ’Abd 

al 
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al Kerreem’s, got into the fort without oppofitionj and foon after 
he, with Khiz^ef Khan, entered, and treating with fhekh Mun- 
najc and the other Dekkanees, perfuaded them to march againft 
Sewajee, towards the river Kiftnahj after which he put Khouaf; 

Khan to death. \ 

. • 

• 

Soon after this, Abd, al Kerreem difpatched Khizzer Khan 
towards the Kiftnah, with inilrtuftions to a^ftinate Hiekh Munnaje. 
Khizzer Khan for this purpole invited him to an entertainment^ 
The .{hekh complied with the invitation, a^nd Ifed left liis tents, 
when on the roacthe heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num- 
ber of armed men ift concealment , to murder him. The fliekh, 
notwidiftanding, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan came to 
meet him, alighted and embraced, but /tabbed the treacherous 
nobleman while he had him in his arms, efcaped, and joined his 
troops on the other /ide of the river. A feuifle enfued between the 
Afghaun and Dckkanee attendants, in the f(juare>of the tents, in 
which many were flain on both fides. 

Shekh Munnaje retired to Adonee, and being joined by Seedee 
Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dckkan 
lords, made an. alliance witli Ka/11 Koor, a principal zemindar, who 
had a coniiderable fbrcej, and it was rcfolved between them, to 
attack* Abd al Kerreem and cut him off. 

Abd al Kerreem being informed of the union of the Dekkanees^ 
prepared a confiderable army, and marched to oppofe them ; when 
a defperate battle was fought near the fort of Shaw' Doneghur, 
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on both 
• fides, and it was doubtful to whom remained the vidlory.* Kafil 
Koor» the zemindar, was flain. At night Abd ‘ al Kerreem beat 
the march of victory, and encamped on tlie field of battle. The 
Dekkanees luving in tlie night conducted their wounded to Adonee, 

mofl: 



4 ® 


AVKW<J2EBE'8 operations JN OEiaCAN. 


of them went over to tlie king of Hydefahad, ^lekh Man* 
nage took up his re^nce at Koolbmga in his t>ym jaghire, and 
Abd al Kerreemi with . his force much diminUhad, retired to Bee* 
japore, where he put to death Ddiumnut Pundit, who had been 
the inftigator of fuch fatal fadlion, and feizii^ all his wealth paid 
his troops their arrears with the money; thus verifying the obfer- 
vation, that ** He who dags u pit for another, often falls into it 
“ himfelf.’* 

* 

This year the Mharattas invaded tho imperiid territories near 
Auningabad, and Khan Jehaun purfuing them, .engaged and de- 
feated their army near Lafoor, only fourteen cofs from the ciiy : 
after which he chafed them as far as the fort of Chumbei in Kokun 
At this time came intelligence of the imprifonment and death of 
Khouafs Khan, which difkppointed Khan jehaun’s meafures, and 
be reprefented thc^ affair to court ; after which he returned to th'* 
cantonments at Balwdur Gbur. Orders came from the cmperc , 
that he fhould endeavour either to take Abd al Kerrcem priforier, 
. or put him to* death, and befiege Beejapore. Dilleer Khan 
again appointed fcctmd to Khan Jehaun, and depart/jd inftantly on 
his nomination from court to Dekkan. 

A.H, 1086, Khan Jehaun having made the necqdary preparations for tlie 
A. 1). 1675. againft Beejapore, ordered Iflaam Khan Roomee, {formerly 

named Houflein and paftia of BulToiah, who had fought protedlion 
with the cmpeaor feme years fmoe, and was promoted to the govern- 
ment of Malwa) from Aurangabad, the charge of which city was 
given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and niarchtd t« the banks of the 
Beemrah, ten cofs foom Sholapore, where he wait- Jl for the junftion 
cf his troops. 

* 

Abd al Kerrcem Khan, having left Beejapore, with a great 
anny encamped at Abimdee, about fix cofs diiftant; upon which, 

Khan 
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Khan Jelwun fent iHtc of, his camp, with, liis own and the 

fuperflh^us baggage, ,to Sholapprc, ^ ftatiohing what he meaned 
to carry with him on tj^is fide the Beemrafi, which was at this 
time very high, crofled with the troopj, and fornacd his difpofitjon 
of battle. Pn this d^, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding 
the advanced body , of the army*, who had been long ill, died on the 
march. Shekh Munn^je and ihfkh Mahummud Juneedee, having 
agreeably to prornifc arrived from Koolburga, were introduced to 
Khan Jehaun by raja Soopkcrrun Bondela, and received a prefent 
of ckj[.iiuiits, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared ^or engagement. Koottub ad Dien J^an • with 
the advance, Illaam Khan on the .right, with the corps of Soopker- 
; '.n BonJcItt, fliekh Munnaje arid others,^ Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- 
Sing Mharatta, Bochcraje Cutchwai and others, on the left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The enemy charged 
furioufly in front pf Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them off 
twice with great lofs, when their ammunition being expended, Iflaam 
Khan ordered up ftores, clofe to his elephant, and was fupplying his 
men, when a fpark unfortunately lighting among a •quantity of car-» 
tridges, they blew up, killing and wounding a great number ; but 
to add to the melancholy event, the khan’s elephant being fright- 
ened at the 'cxplofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the 
enemy’s line, whore the khan, his , ton, and the driver, with fbme 
horf? who had followed their leader, were fbon cut to pieces j but 
llie elephant having received feveral wounds, ran back without his 
houdah, which had been cut off his back. The heat of the battle 
next fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with fl^kh Mun- 
naje and oAer chiefs, was wounded: , The left wing was alfo 
eijgaged, and Raow Kihber Sing Rh^oree, Kerrun Sing, a muiir 
fu^ar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajepootes, after 
fighting defperatcly, were wounded.^ . ,preat numbers on both fides 
feB»,aad tlxe elephant of Ahd 3|j.Kerreem, was taken by 

Kifhoor Sing Ilarrah. , Thq battle ccafe^ on the approach of night, 
VoL, 11. G without 
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withfout being decifive on either iide. Khan Jehaun renuuned on 
this hde the river, tl^w up entrenchments tpund his ca^i^, «nd 
fortified them with aitilleiy. The A^phaons during the night 
made an attack upon the baggage on t^ other fide of the rivers 
great part of which they plundered* put ntjpabecs to. death, and 
carried off fuch of the followers of th6 camp as they ohofe ; fo .that, 
from diis Ids, and the fudden rife of the fiver, it no longer remained 
in the power of the imperial aimy to oppofe the A^hauns. Koot- 
fub ad Dien Khan, with die approbation of Khan Jehaun, feemed a 
truce j and the army then rectoding the river, Ihekh Munnaje was 
difpafched to Koolbwga, to fecure pofieflion if po]Titde of that for- 
trefs. At this dme Dilleer Khan arrived from the prefer^, and 
die Waters of the Beemral\f on account of the rains, dill continuing 
eipceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that the fort of 
iSilderruk ihould be taken dom the fons of Khizzer Khan Punnee, 
who redded there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began 
his approaches. .Raja Inder Mun Bondela, agreeably to orders, 
joined the camp from Coolfhunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of 
Klian ^^ehaon’s, 'being wounded by a cannon (hot, died. . Akhlaafs 
Khan Meana made an affeult on the town belonging to the fort, 
and carried it. Abd al Kerreem at the indigation of the Afghauns 
in the royal army, who refpe^ed him on account of their connec- 
tion by tribes having mov^ from Beejappre, cfoiTed the Beemrah 
with a conl^derable force, to the relief Tulderruk ; upon whkh 
Khan Jehaun thought proper to raife die liege and march to receive 
die enemy. Abd al Kerreem encamped within foe miles of the fort, 
and his tents appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day 
was fitt* and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Djllees: 
Khan and others, having left Runmufl Khan for the protedlion of 
the baggage, a battle commenced. A bo<fy of Afghauns from Abd 
al Kerreem’s line, and another from the fort, having formed a 
jutidion, charged in d^mar of Khan jehaun's arir^, and -die 
khan having crqfl^ a watercourfe, deep and muddy, with Boche* 
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mje Cutehwai and Ra^naut Sing Mharatta, opiJoTcd the enemy. 
Bocheraaje waiu l^illed fighting gallantly,' and the latter, with many 
others, was 'wounded. Koottub ad Dien Khan, charging to their 
afiifiance, pr^rved’the wounded from'bcir^ cut to pieces. Abd 
al Kerreem* trying gain the fort during the night, his baggage 
was plundered,* and Khan J^iaun followed him within cannon (hot 
of the walls. After fome days the army encamped at Khaut- 
kaloem, eight cofs ^om Tuldeiruk. RaoW Anoop Sing, at the 
requefb of Khan Jehaun, was honoured with the title of raja*. 
Madna Pun<ht, iqiniftcr te Abou Houfilin, king of Hyderabad, had 
joined Abd al Kerreem with troops ai^ money; but feeing that 
oppofition could not in the end be made to the imperial army, 
retreated to his own countiy^. Abd al Kerreem, after remaining a 
month in Tuldcrruk, returned to Beejapore. Khan Jehaun fent his 
dewan Luckcram, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefe, who had 
taken refuge at Hyderabad, as alfo the troops «f that^ftate, to join 
him, and marched in purfuit of Abd^al Kerreem tdwar^ the Beem- 
rah. Many (kirmilhes happened on the route. ,At Hingeh he 
halted, and odled together the Dekkanees and exiled Beejaporees, 
who bad fied to dififerent places. Seedee Muiaood, Sheerza Khan, 
and others, joined. Luckeram bfdught ah army from Hyderabad, 
and had alfo efifedtpd a truce with Sewajee. Four thoufand horle, 
font by different imperud fojedaars, and a number of other troops, 
joined; fo that an army was now coUe^ed fufficlent to reduce 
Beejapore. 

While afiairs were thus fituated, die A%haun chiefs of the im-> 
perial army, out of regard to their tribe, privately font mefiages 
to Abd al Kerreetb, that if this vafo army fhould march to Beeja* 
jpdte, his afl^urs would be ruined pad: redemption; fo that his 
ttaiy way to avoid the ilorm would be to make propofols of peace 
to Kh^ Jdttun, and come in to vifit him, after which the troops 

* G 2 ^would 
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would be difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate his govern- 
ment. t 

Abd al Kerreem, lifteifing to ^ advice^ 'entreated peace of 
Khan Jehaun, promiling that if the imperial &rmy ihould move to 
the banks of tlie Beemrah> he wo'uld come to iheet him; and 
requefting that he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to condudl him to an 
interview ; after which he would fubmit to any conditions he might 
impole, as he regarded himfelfnow as the emperor’s fubjedt. 

# A 

Khan Jehaun, after deliberating on the difco/dant ftatc of his 
army, agreed to his requefts ; and having fent away the auxiliaries 
to their different countries, moved from Hingeh, and encamped on 
the banks of the Bcemrah. 

A. H. xo86. Khan Jehaun, agreeably to the requeft of Abd al Kerrecm, 

A. D. 1676, jjjj brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days aftei- 

wards diijjatchcd alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrived 
from flickh Munnaje, that now there was an opportunity, which, 
if troops werr- font to Alinder, he would feize, of. acquiring the 
fort of Koolburga. Abd al Kerreem requefting that .Diiieer Khan 
might be fent to receive liim, Khan Jehaun left him at Angul- 
kote, and went himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to Collinder Khan, 
the kclladaar of ZufHrabad Bieder, to ihekh Munnaje, who, on 
the day of their arrival wiih him, got admiftion into Koolburga by 
treachery, and having confined Nangooroy, the khelladaar, put the 
place into their pofleflion, and agieeably to orders returned to Khan 
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Runmuft Khan, made promifes 
of munlubs and prefents to the fons and dependants of Khizzer 
Khan, and lending his own bukhfhi, Alla ad DienKiian, to them, 
they evacuated th^ fort of Tuldcrruk, when ZuiHrnuggur, com- 
monly called Tumnee, was allotted foil* the rclidcncc of their frmi- 
* lies. 
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lies. After vifiting Tuldcrriik, and ordering meafurcs for itsfafety, 
he retufned tq tamp, and dlfpatched to coi^t an account of his 
operations; which meeting the emperor's approbation, the fons of 
Khan Jehaun were promoted to higher rank ; MuzzufHr Khan to 
the title of Himmut ^Khan Bahadur, and Nuflerut Khan to that of 
Sippsdar Khah. Raja Inder Mun Bondela dying, at the requeft of 
Khan Jehaun, his ziemindaree and the title of raja were conferred 
upon his fon JelTwunt Sing. 

• 

Abd al Kerreem having left Beejapore with Akhlaaft Khan, 
and condoled wiih the ions of Koottub ad Dien Khan, who had 
died on the road, iSet Dilleer Khan. , He encamped about four 
coft from Alinder ; and Khan Jehaun, agreeably to hU promifes, 
having pitched a moft iplendid tent, with poles and ornaments pf 
filver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended by all 
the .amras, to receive him. Abd al Kerreein Khan and Dilleer 
Khan, with all the Afghauns in their train, advanced, and the 
chiefs firft met fitting on their elephants, and, after paffing mutual 
compliments, alighted at the tent ; when Khan Jehaun preiented 
Abd al Kerreem with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of 
jewels, tray a of rich cloths, as^ alfo the tent, and proper carriages 
for its conveyance. After converfation, he difmifled him to Jjis 
camp, and returned to his own- Mallck Berkhordar, agreeably to 
the emperor's orders, was fent as refident to Beejapore. Abd al 
Rufibol Khan was appointed kelladaar of Koolburga, Collindcr 
Khan of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the title of Jaun 
Baz Khan. 

Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer Khan being dilTatiafied at Khan 
Jehaun's having got pc^efiion of Tulderruk and Koolburga, agree- 
ably to the ftrhmnes they had formed from the inftant of their meet- 
ing, wrote petitions to court, fetting forth, th^t Khan Jehaun had 
made private agreements t^ith the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan- 

nees. 
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uces, t;he king of Becjapore, and Scwajee> and did not aft with vigour 
in his goyenunent ; hot that if In: Ihould be called tp the pr^ence, 
and proper abidance adordod them* they would bring Hyderabad 
into the imperial poiTehioii vrithemt delay. 

Khan Jehaun* with Abd al Kenreem and' the united armies* 
marched from Alinder to Koolburga* and. it was agreed that they 
fliould go fliortly againft Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of the 
famous lyed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz* who dourithed in the rei^ 
of fultan Firoze Bhamenee. It is a very magnificent edifice, covered 
with a dome, in the middle of an extenfive court. (Many of his de« 
feendants repofc near the iaint, over whom thej> have cre<9:cd domes. 
A number of them ftiU refide there ; and during the reigns of the 
I^kkan fultans, great fums of money were annually ofiered to them 
in vows and prefents. The kings of Bcejaporc and Hyderabad, as 
alfo the zemindars in the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and 
many villages were afiigned by both kings to deimy the expenfes of 
the tomb. When it came into the imperial pofiefiion, Aurungzebe 
allb fettled fome* &tins upon it. There is alnmfi a continual difien- 
tion between the defeendants of the fiiint, who generally come to 
blows every year ; and they fpend their time in an ajfHucnce and lux- 
ury, enjoyed but by few of the firft nobles. There are alfo at Kool- 
burga many tombs of the Bhamenee kings of tiekkan. In the 
pergunnah of Alinder are the magnificent fepukhres of Ladee Anfa- 
ree, the faint’s fifier, and her children i and at Boorahannuggur 
thufe of many celebrated perfonages. 

The emperor, deceived by the petitions be^re mentioned, re- 
called Khan Jehaun from Dekkan* and appointed Dilleer Khan in 
his room. Khan Jehaun left Koolburga for court, the iame day that 
the firmaun arrived for his recall. • c 


DiUecr 
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DiUeer Kte And Abd Kerreem tmKrhed wkb die army to 
Mulke^j^a fort ^tea cois from Koolkirga, which heh^ bitf of little 
ilrength* the befieged evacuated it in the night, and ikd to jom the 
Dekkanees, who made facia Oppofidot!, that the Afghauns-tfurft 
not even dare to look^ towards Hyderabad. Hiere now fell a con- 
tmuakrain, and* the fcaxcity of 'grain in the camp became excelhve. 
Skirmilhes between the two armi^ occurred for two months toge- 
dier daily. Mahutnmud Beg Khan, commander the artilleij, 
Scrafrauz Khan Deklunec and fons, with many other imperial 
officers, were wounded. The other Afghaufts who had an enmity 
to Runmuft Khan» and the fons of Khizzer Khan, for having given 
up the fort of Tulderfuk, did not affift them in the day of battle 5 
but, as di^ bad a fclcdfc body of their own, they gallantly flood firm 
in the field, were wounded, and ^eat numbers of dieir foUoweis 
kHled. ► - 

The troops df Abd al Kerreem Insing diftreffird, deferted in great 
numbers ; fo that the tide of 31 fortune turned againft the royal army, 
and k became impoffible to remain much longer in the enem /15 
countiy. £)31eer Khan therefore, on this account, and to pleafe 
Abd al Kerreem, for whom he entertained the utmoft friendfliip, 
and who'had been taken 31, fet On loot a negotiation of truce with 
the Dekkanees, and . began to retreat towards Koolburga, intending 
to leave his fuperfluous baggage there, and after fupplying himfelf 
with provifions, to return and attack them. 

The firft day's march the Dekkanees did notmoleft himj but 
®n the fccond, looking on the Af^iauns as running away, appeared 
in great numbers, attacked the baggage, killed hundreds of people, 
' and acquired an immenfe plunder. The fight continued from day- 
light tiU fun-fet, when the royal army h^ted at a dry nullah, where 
k remained two days in the greateil omfufion, being obliged to dig 

wells. 
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wells, before the camp could be fupplied with v^ater. Akhlaafs 
Khan and Runmuft Jpian Punncc commanded the- right wipg, Abd 
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan prote<fted the baggage, and 
Soopkerrun Bondela, with^ Ghierut and Muzzuffir, nephews of 
Dilleer Khan, were ftationed in the rear of tl^e whole but though 
they had above eight thoufand horfe, it was difficnlt to quit their 
Ration. Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput Roy, and the other 
Raajepootc chiefs, having confulted together, reprefented to Dilleer 
Khan that it was impoffible to remain here longer, as tlie army 
muft perilli from want of proyifions. This advice had a proper 
effeeft, and the chiefs being all united, for the r.oyal honour, and 
their own prefervation, at length marched,* but in twelve days 
could only move ten cofs, when they arrived at Koolburga. The 
Pekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, fcldom 
ceafed from the attack j but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajepootes, the enemy did not prevail. The Raajepootes 
upon this trying,, occafion Jhewed aftonifliing inftanccs of valour s 
but which to relate would appear as vain boafting. Mahummud, 
the fon of Kodttub ad Dien Khan, was killed by a rocket j and 
on this march the camp waa without grain for forpe days, when 
the poorer fort were obliged to. eat the roots of the plaintain and 
date tree, from which numbers were taken ill, ani died fiiortly 
after of diforders in the bowels. 

As Abd al Kerreem was fb dangeroufly ill as to be pronoun- 
ced pa ft recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated a peade between him, 
Seedee Mufaood, and the other Dekkan chiefs, bringing them 
together for a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex- 
changed between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that 
Abd al Kerreem IhoukJ deliver up the citadel of Becjaporelto Sce- 
dee Mufaood, who fliould tlien pay off the arrears to all tlie troops. 
Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and Dilleer Khan Jelivcred up his 
fon Abd al Racoff* for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promifed 

to 
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to let him fucceed his father in the command of Ae army. The 
Dekkah^es then returned to Beejapore, whpre Seedec Mufaood 
delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al Kerreem’s troops, and they 
offered numberlefs indignities to his fen, who had inherited but 
little property from Hj^s father. The foldiers proceeded to fuch ex- 
tremities and clamour for their *pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of tlie women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common refpedl and de- 
cency for the honour of their chief. While the young man wa% 
thus ufed by his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from 
ftrangers may eafily be imagined. Dillcer Khan returned with his 
army to the imperial* provinces, thus ending, without any advan» 
tage, a very expenlive and difgraceful campaign. 

• 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding hiin- 
felf treated fo gracioufly as ufual, abfented himfelf from the durbar, 
and refigned his rank and commands; upon which Aurungzebe 
obferved, that he had no occafion for pomp, and commanded him 
to refign his equipage and train. Accordingly, thd khan made an 
offering of his elephants, horfes, and other enfigns of dignity, to 
the emperor, , who, however, after fome time, was gracioufly 
pleafed to recall him to the prefence, and reftore him to all his 
honours. Raja Jelfwunt.Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja Inder 
Mun, joined the army in Dekkan with a force befitting his rank. 

Dilleer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- A. H. 1091. 
peared near Zuflirabad Bieder, having left his baggage at Porundeh A. D. 1680. 
with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them; and having 
defeated them and cleared the country, returned to pafs the rains 
at Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee had detached a 
force againft the ^fort of Joneer. Abd al Yezzecz Khan, the go- 
vernor, was a* perfon of much experience and gallantry. Three 
hundred of the enemy in th# night afeended the walls by rope lad- 
VoL. II. H ders. 
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ders, and entered ; but though the kcUadaar had feat moft of bis 
people with his fons ^o the affiftance of Yiah Khan, fojedaur *of the 
town, he bravely colledted the few he had left, with his fervants, 
and put moft of the aflailants to the fword. A few were found the 
next day fkulklng under the bulhes and ftoneif> at the bottom of the 
wall, watching for an opportunity *to efcape. Thefe he tceated 
with much kindnefs, and fent tl«m back to Sewajee, with a mef- 
fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to take 

if. 


As the emperOT was much dhlatisfted at the* late' behaviour of 
the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk AffudlKhan was ordered to 
command in Dekkan, until the appointment of another foubahdar. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim fhortly after was invefted with the 
government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring, as 
Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difperfed, and diften- 
tions occurred among the Dekkances, why he had delivered up 
Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to colledl the 
Afghauns, and 'enroll them in the imperial fervice ; alfo to draw 
over tolhim the officers of Beqapore and Hyderabad,* till fuch time 
as jaghires could be beftowed, allowing each horferaan daily pay 
from the royal treafury, and to march immediately againft Bee- 
japore. 

Dilleer Khan, agreeably to thefe inftrudions, having invited the 
relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Afghaun chiefs, Syed Lutteef 
and Eefah Ghulzee, Dekkanees of Beejapore and Hyderabad, re- 
commended proportionate rank for each } and fof fuch horfes as they 
brought, which amounted to about twenty thoufand, he allowed 
daily pay. Many chiefs received jaghires, and were recommended 
by Dilleer Khan for titles of nobility. Dilleer Khan’s nephew was 
raifed to the rank, of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan; where, 
except the Afghauns, none were now efteemed worthy of diftindion. 

On 
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On the bficaking up of the rains, DiUeer Khan marched from 
Bahadur.Ghur* ^ Sainbah, the fon of Sewajee,, who had quarrelled 
with his father, and was confined by him in the fort of Pernalleh, 
having made his efcape with a few attendants, fcnt a meffenger to 
Ddleer Khan, requc^g his protedion, and that he would fend 
a force to affift ‘him, as SewajeS’s troops were following him clofely. 

Dilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierut 
Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefs, with a proper force, and 
followed himfelf. Sambah having met Akhlaafs Kh^ at Kerkum, 

Deoee, joined Dilleer Khan with a few of his £umly ; and the 
khan, regarding Uis coming as a moft favourable occurrence, ’beat 
the march of vidor3f, and reprefented it to the imperial court, 
from whence Sambah was lhartly after honoured with the title of 
raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a prefcnt of an elephant, 

DiUeer Khan made him many prefents himfelf, and appointed a 
refidence for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Qhur. 

• 

DiUeer Khan remained the reU of this year at lUoje, preparing 
for the expedition againft Beejapore. Soopkerrun ^nd^ being 
dangeroufly ill,, left his fon Dulput Roy and his followers vi>lth the 
army, and retired to Bahadur Ghur. 

In the beginning of this year, DiUeer Khan marched againft A. H. toga, 
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sewajee in the Beejapore coun- A. D. 1681, 
try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded tlie 
inner part of the place, it was taken in, three hours, and a vaft 
quantity of grain found in ftore, part of which was delivered to the 
troops, much taken 'by the camp followers, and the remainder fet 
on fire ; after which the fort was razed to the ground. 

The fame the Mharattas appeared, intending to fuccour tlie 
place, and an adion enfued, in which they were .defeated and iled. 

The feme body, a few ditys afterwards, fuddenly attacked and 

II 2 plundered 
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plundered a detachment Tent to colledt fupplies for the army, under 
the command of E^uch Khan, who took (helter in a fmall fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to fliift for themfelves. Dilleer 
Khan waited on the banks ©f the Beeinrah for fome neceffary ftores, 
and to crofs his cannon, the river being floode^. 

o 

Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
/nented by all. Many of his women burned thcmfelves upon the 
funeral pile with his corpie. He was a foldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was Iri general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcapcG with life from many 
dangers i and that in the day of battle a foldier ihould never tliink 
qf himfelf ; for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
of courft. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perlbn 
Ihould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
Ihould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it ihould. He 
was bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune. 
Dilleer Khan a‘nd all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy, 
who \f!is recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five 
hundred. Soopkerrun always kept a numerous and gallant body of 
men in his fervice, by paying whom munificently he was never 
rich, and though his fbn Dulput Roy was railed but to a trifling 
rank, yet, regarding his future profpefts, he encouraged all his 
father’s followers, and retained them in his own fervice. 

Secunder Adil Shaw now reprefented to Aurungzebe, that he 
efteemed himfelf as one of his ancient liaves, mnd notwithftanding 
Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if the emperor 
would permit one of his Ions to marry his lifter, he Ihould regard * 
it as an honour. This- met with the royal approbation, and, ac- 
cordingly, Secunder lent the- young princefs with much pomp, 
condu(ftcd by the phyfician Shumfe ad*^ Dien to court, and Dilleer 

Khan 
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort j but, notwithftanding this, 
he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he .had twenty thoufand 
horfe with him, he was \ot able to blockade. On one fide he 
kept up a conftant cannonade, ind ruined a canal made by the firft 
Adil Shaw, •which flawed by the citadel and the great mofque, 
through the city. The enemy’ made a lally from the town, and 
prefled hard on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput Roy being fent to his 
afiiftance, he repelled the afiailants, and took their ftandard. At 
this time, the condud of Dilleer Khan not being approved of by. 
Aurungzebe, he recalled, him to '.the prefence; and the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government, 
Khan Jehaun Bahadifr was a lecond time appointed to the foubah- 
daree of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, raifed the fiege of 
Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up antj 
totally defiroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
city. Sewajee’s meflengers were allowed communication with Sam- 
bah, who how made his efcape with only eleven attendants ; fo that 
it mu ft have happened by the connivance of Dilleer Khan, who 
made no enquiries or example among the guards who watched his 
perfon. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, ncir Bee- 
japore, and- having battered down the walls with his cannon, the 
troops entered, and began -to plunder; but the inhabitants, after 
a defperate fkirmilh, drove them off again with very great lofs, 
jwhen Dilleer Khan evacuated the country. 

This year died the Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, near Cabul; and 
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did 
not burn with him, towards their native country. Orders were 
fent to conduct them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
* infifted on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon this 
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit 
to this order, fled with tlieir charge towards the raja’s territories, 
and being hotly purfued by* the emperor’s troops, /ought valiantly, 

and 
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and were tnoftiy cut to pieces, but the women and infants arrived 
fafely at Jodepore, /After this, the courtiers brought a young child 
to his niajefty, and pretended he was the maharaja’s fon j which 
the emperor feigning to believe, 'had him circumcifed, named 
Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as fuchi* The emperor, dif- 
pleafed at the refiftance of the ^.aajepootes to his commands, 
marched to expel the fons and relations of the late raja from Jode- 
pore } wliich fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajcet Sing, with 
the family, took flielter in the receffes of the mountains and woods, 
Inder Sing was exalted to the. rank of •three thoufand, and the 
poffellion of the rauje } but as the dependants of tke late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe- 
dience, and the country remained long in an uniettled ftate, he was 
degraded and depofed. 

Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial 
territories, totally* laid wafte the diftridt of Jalneher and others ; and 
his fbldiers, notwithftanding 'his commands to the contrary, offered 
infults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a religious, from vvhofe 
curfes it was believed Sewajee was taken ill, and fliortly after died.* 
Sewajee was as a foldier unequalled, (killed in the arts of govern- 
ment, and a friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his 
fchemes wifely, and executed them with (ieadinefs. He confulted 
many on every point, but adlcd according to that advice, which,* 
after weighing in his own mind, he thought heft applicable to his 
defigns. No one was ever acquainted with his determinations but 

by 

• The Mh2ratta report is, that he was poifoned by his wife Soorabaye, who 
could not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fucceed him. Sewajee in this laft 
expedhiou w ns defeated, and hotly puriued by the Mogul general, Runmufl than. 
Nearly at t!ic fame time, his fleet was aimoft ileftroycd by the Siddeoc, in conjun£lion 
with the Engliih of Hon.bay. It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by 
polfon, nor the vifitation of God at the prayers* of a devotee, but rather, by an 
illncfs from fatigue in his flight, and vexation at the ill fuccels of his arms. 
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by the fuccel$ of their execution. He built palaces ahd erefted for- 
tiiicatioh% in exTciy pact of his country j and it ^feemed as if he had 
the art of feeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
fent to make war, he diredted them to fpots where valuables were 
buried, as if .he had l^id them there himfelf. He kept forty thou- 
fand hotfos in his ftables, which he had mounted to adtion by fol- 
diers named bargeers. Every ten horfcs had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care of feeding them, as alfo one water carrier, and a torch 
bearer; each hundred* had an officer over the ten taweeldaurs; and, 
every thoufand a chief, whp commanded the other ten. Wherever he 
fent five or fix thovfand, a chief of confequence commanded oA the 
fervice. He alfo enterfeined men who had their own horfcs ; but the 
Mharattas, who had moft- pay, were bargeers. When he detached 
an army on fervice, he fupplied his bargeers with clothing and arms ^ 
and after the plunder of a country, whatever remained in their 
hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea- 
fury. He had numberlefs informers about his tcpops; fo that if 
they kept back any money or goods from account, he forced them 
to give them up. 

• 

• Sambah, or Sambajee, who fucceeded his father in the raujc, 
generally fpent his time in female pleafures and exceflive drinking, 
and pofleffed no talents for. government. He purfued fuch a line of 
cpnduft as difobliged his father’s fervants, and in a fhort time dif- 
fipated in vanity the treafures Sew'ajee had amaffed. He liifencd to 
the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of liis own abili- 
ties, and chofe for his favourite, Kubkullufs, a bramin, with whom 
he aCted fuch feenes ^ made him hateful to the world. 


Alker 


• • 

" The partisans of Rama endeavonred fo oppofe the fuccedlon of Sambah, but 
were foon overcome, and Rama put, into confinement, Sooraba/e, in dc/pair at the 
fate of her fon, put herfelf to death. 
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Aiker Khan Bukhfhi and Dulput Roy, with Serairauz Khan and 
other amras, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went! to meet 
Khan JeJiaun. Difleer Khan marched to efcort his women from 
Bahadur Ghur, and prepafe for his. journey to the prefence. Khan 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview wj^h the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim, difpatched an efcort with him to court, agreeably 
to orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jehaun marched along the hanks of the Gung on 
' the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raun j and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurungabad, afeended the mountains of Kurneher, through a moft 
uneven road, covered with wood ; fo that the troops met with great 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
ibaggage, di/lrelled for water and provifions. At length he en- 
camped near the tomb of fliekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Aurunga- 
bad. At this city^died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his 
women facrificed thcmfelves on his funeral pile. As he had no fon, 
bis nephew was lent for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, where he was (tabbed in the 
wardrobe as he was putting on a drefs of honour, given upon his 
inveftiture in the zemindaree of his uncle. This was fuppofed to have 
been done by the emperor’s command. Raja Anoop SingRhatoree 
was left in charge of Aurungabad, ancf Khan Jehaun detached 
Raow Dulput in purfuit of the Mharattas. 

A. H. 1094. The beginning of this year, when Khan Jehaun was encamped 

A. D. 1682, at Babilgaum, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad, intelligence was 
brought one morning, about four o'clock, that the Mharattas, by 
the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing, 
rapidly towards Aurungabad. He ifTued orders of march inftantly, 
and having fecured his baggage, left a force to pfot^tt it; then 
moving from the ^ound with all expedition, reached the city about 

noon; 
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noon } which, if he had not arrived that day, muft inevitably have 
been plundered.. Accounts were now brought.that the enemy were 
feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hill of Sitterrah ; 
alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters,' but durlj not venture to advance ; upon which Khan 
Jehaun marched on with all polllble fpeed, and upon his appear- 
ance the enemy fled without daring to engage, when he encajnped 
at the tank of Maharaja JelTwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the 
city had been much alarmed, and Ihut up their houfos, the doorj 
of which they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan 
Jehaun, as the raSns were now fetting in, took up his refldence in 
the imperial palace ; tnd an order having arrived from court for the 
purpofe, began to ered: a wall round the city, in order to prevent 
any fuddeh attack from an enemy. , 

Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Akber, from the 
raflinefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having 
rebelled, the emperor had marched with a few troops from Ajmeer 
to corred him. The prince had, without (landing a battle, fled, 
with Darruk •Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. Khan Jehaun, 
upon this inteUigence, marched from the city at twelve o’clock at 
night, and on the road received a letter from the fojedaur of Bug- 
gellana, informing’him, that Akber had gone by that way to Gool- 
(hunabad, and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had 
only one day before pafled and entered Kokun by the road of Ter- 
rung i upon which, being difappointed of overtaking, the fugitives, 
he retreated to AUrungabad, and difpatched the news to court : but 
it was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun was negligent in 
the purfuit, and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen. 

' Sambah, efteeming Akber's coming as a fortunate circumftancc, 
received him.wtfh the refpeft due to his rank, and gave him a 
fuitable refldence near' the fort of Khuhia, on the fea coaft. He 
appointed extenfive hunting grounds for his amufenient, prefented 
VoL. II. I ^ 
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hip) iJafly with money to f>ay iuc hvi^dro4 oav^iy, his foUowQrs, and 
phce a week, regulwly, vifited him, always obfcrvin|; a 'proper 
deference to his dignity, as one of the imperial princes., 

< * 

Dulput Roy, who had been detached to ,‘punifli the Mharattas, 
returned after his campaign to Auruligabad, when an extraordinary 
and dangerous affair occurred to him. It appeared that a fervant of 
Sambah’s, having taken a houfe in Begum Pofah, fecretly levied 
foldiers and bought arms for the feryice of the rebel prince. This 
inteUigence was conveyed to Khan Jehaun, who difpatched a guard 
to ftize the accufed pcrfon; and it happened that, Dulput Roy 
paffing at the time, he ran through the crowd"of his attendants, and 
got clear off. Khan Jehaun’s people avowed that th^ had taken 
tlie man, and that the roy’s followers jhad feized hini from them by 
force i upon which the khan fent to demand him of the roy j but 
he, who had not the leaft knowledge of the affair, went to Khan 
Jehaun, and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun ftilJ 
relying on the declaration of his own people, was offended j and 
the roy,' findiifg argument of no avail, left him in a paffion. 
Two days afterwards, the khan determined to lend a .force to fearch 
for the offender ^ but all the Bondelas in the city, hearing of his 
intentions, joined Dulput Roy, who relblved to oppofe Juch indig- 
nity; upoa which Khan Jehaun defilled: but* being exceedingly 
enraged, reprefented the aU^'r to court, as did alfo Dulput Roy, 
The emperor gracioufly obferved, on hearing both ‘fides of the 
queftion, that the roy was an ancient imperial fervant, incapable of 
filch treacherous be^viour, and ordered him to join the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim, who was again appuintetl to govern in Dek- 
kan. 

Khan Jehaun, at the breaking up of the rains, ouaiched to 
Bahadur Ghur, and the prince arrived at Aurungabad. Houllun 
AU Khan was .detached with an aim^ for the ^unilhment of the 

Mharattas 
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Mharattas and conqueft of Kokim, and Dulput Rx>y ordered along 
with hiril. Many fcvtre engagements were fcught in this expedi- 
tion, in which the ray performed fignal fervices. Jadoo Roy Dek- 
kanee, an ameer of three thouYand, was killed, and Jagdeo Roy, 
his grandfon, promoted to his rank. Khan Jehaun, leaving his 
at Bahadur Ghur, purfued the enemy whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. 

* * 

In the beginning of this year, Houifun Ali was detached for the a. H. 1095. 
punilhment of the Alharattes by the way of Porundeli. Kilhen Sing, A, D. 1683. 
the grandfon of the late Mirza Raja Jey Sing Sewai, Who, throwing 
afide the* manners of Sie Raajepootes, imitated thofe of the Moguls, 
was killed m a drunken quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, 
by an Afghaun. This year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate Sanw 
bajee, and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal fevour. 

• 

The emperor* after remaining fome time at Boorahanpore, a. H. 1096. 
moved with a vaft army into Dekkan, and arrived at Aurungabad. A, D. 1684. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw, with Dilleer Khan A^haun, 
was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of 
'Koollich Ivhan, foddur al fu^oor, with Dulput Roy, and other 
impt'rial officers, were Ordered to befiegc the fort of Ramfudje, 
five cofs from Goohhunabad. Having began thedr approaches, 
they ereded upon an eminence near the walls a platform of wood, 
or cavalier, which could contain five hundred men, and was raifed 
ftory upon ftory to fuch a .height, that the foldiers at die top could 
fire mufquetiy at the 'beliegcd within the walls, fo as to prevent 
, them daring to Ihew their heads fiom under cover. Intelligence 
being brought to Aurungzebe, that Sambajee’s army had marched 
to raife the fitgtf, Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at Goolfliun- 
abad, in order to he ready to foccour the afiailants in cafe of 
neceffity i and he accordingly marched from Bahadur Ghur. Khan 

I 2 Jehaun 
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Jehaun leaving his army, went to pay his rclpedts to the emperor 
at Auningabad, taki/ig with him Runmuft Khan, who, af his re- 
qucll, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and fent with a 
detachment againft Kokun." Shauh'ad Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy were ^committing depreda- 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the liege of Ramfndje, upon 
which place an unfuccefsful allault was made Ibme time after, and 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted 
to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
with the title of khan, and the. office of lecond bukhUii in addition 
tp_ the other pods which he held in Khan Jehaun’i. army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, arid reprefented to the 
emperor,’ that if Khan Jehaun Ihould be Rationed at the pals of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another aftault was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful ; upon 
which the fiege was;, rdifed, and the great platform of wood built by 
Shaub ad C^ien tt an immenfe expenle, being filled with com- 
buftibles, was fet on fire and deftroyed. The bclieged upbraided 
the troops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to 
liop and cover themfelves with the afhes of their battery. 

• 

Bahadur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah ; and as 
the incuiiions of the enemy were daring near Goolfhunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the enemy took tc 
flight j when leaving his baggage to the charge of Maha Sing Bha- 
doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugitives. Orders 
were ilTued to Khan Jehaun to join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldeft 
fon of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw*Aulum, who had 
marched for the punilhment of the enemy. Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from Goolfhunabadi he joined the prince near 
Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, lixteen cofs fromtAuruiigabad. 
The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their 
meeting, and embrace him ; at hearing which the emperor was 

dilpleafedj 
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difplcafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his fon had 
condefc’ended fo.far from his dignity. ‘ The pripce replied, that the 
emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan^Khooferoo. 

•t 

• The prince Moiz ad Dien,' after halting fome day^ in the vicinity 
of Nabudter, marched to ZafBrabad Bieder ; where, on the day of 
his arrival, intelligence was ' brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been lent to fodder at, 
Patterree Bacherra, were ,juft attacked by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inliantly leaving the prince with the baggage, at the 
fort of Bieder, marchdd ; and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he quitted the little baggage he then had with 
him, and moved night and day with redoubled Ipeed after the Mhar 
rattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recovered the elephants, 
except a few that were fwiftert of foot, which the enemy had fent 
on befortj them. He did not deflll from the punfuit, but leaving 
what he had recovered in charge of the fojedaurs ,of‘ the diflTi<frs, 

marched on, and near the borders of Terk Chandeh recovered the 

1 

remainder from the Mharattas ; after which he returned to within 
four cofs of Zuflirabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on 
the banks of the tank of Kamfeaneh. The troops in diis march 
experienced numerous hardihips, and even Khaji Jehaun was with- 
out his tent and proper proviflons. Nunabers of the foldiers fell 
behind, fatigual, at every place on the route, and were not able to 
join for fome time after. 

His majefty being difplcafed witla the condud: of Mahummud 
Azim Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednuggur, he wa^ ordered 
* to the. prefence with Diilleer Khan' j but he delayed his departure, 
and did. not ]jaove to court until after repeated commands; upon 
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafurc. On the ^v;ly, a 
furious elephant broke through the ranks, and ran towards the 

prince’s 
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prince’s 'palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hurting his 
perfon. The prince Shaw Aulum was ordered wjth an army into 
Kokun, to reduce the Mharatta fortrefles on the fea coaft. A 
plague, which had feldom happen’ed cither in Dekkan or Khan- 
dcflie, occurred this year in both cOuntrie^l,^ and carried off fuch 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. 

h. 1097. The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his ^ther, Shaw 

0,1685. •Aulum, to Kokun, which he entCfed by the way. of Ramdirrah; 
but the country in that part being but tbihly cultivated, fupplies of 
provifions foon grew Ihort, upon which the prince moved to the fea 
coaft, and the emperor ifliied orders for' provifions to be conveyed by 
ftiipping to Dunda Rajapore, near Bombay, but they could not 
bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince’s camp, num- 
bers died through mere want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from 
the tank of Kan^tsaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for fome 
time, and then ‘went againft the fort of Mulluknehur, of little 
ftrength, which he carried by ftorm in two days. Ilimmut Khan 
and Raja Jeflwunt Sing Bondela headed the aftault. Khan Jehaun 
at the approach of the rainy leafon, having cantoned his army at 
Bukkrum Bullee, twelve cofs from Zuffirabad, went himfelf to re- 
fide at Koolburga. Juggut Sing, fon of Mukkund SingHarrah, an 
ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fon, his country 
was given to his uncle’s Ion Kifhoor Sing. Sha .^|3 ad Dien Khan 
and Raow Dulput Sing, having entered Kokun, had an arftion with 
Sambah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the 
j)lacc of his refidencci in reward for which fervice, the emperor 
conferred on the former the title of Ghazi ad ‘Dien Khan Bahadur, 
and promoted the latter to .the munfub of one thoufand, calling 
them to his prefence ; after wliich he detached them againft the ’ 
fort of Joneer. • , ' ' ' 


Dillecr 
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Dilleer Khao A^baun* an aineec.of Jve thoufandr who had 
won th| prize of military fame and conduct from all the cotemporary 
cobles, and fully underftdpd the modes and* policy of Dekkan, 
where in his operations he was generally yidorious upon feeing 
oew amras preferred h^ the janp^or over his head, and that what 
he reprofented out of du]^ was but Ijttle attended to, grew weary 
of the world, and died from vexation and dilappointment. In the 
time of his youth h§ had a remarkable .appetite and ftrength of 
body, and in his old ajge was blelTed with good health. ' Upon his 
death the emperor confifeated his fortune, which he fuppofed -im- 
menfe ; but it n^t anfwering his expedations,. he confined Peere 
Mahummud, his iecrotary, in order to inyelligate the caule, who 
would not inform, though put to the torture. Kt \ength he was 
releafed. 


The prince Shaw Aulum had reprefented repeatedly to the A. H. 1098. 
emperor, that from the inclemency of the air ihKokun, a 'plague A.D. i686. 
had broke out in his camp, which deAroyed great numbers, and 
tlie diftrefs for provifions was excelfive ; upon which a frefh army, 
under Roh OoUah Khan, was diipatched to efcort the prince to 
court. Aurungzebe marched from Aurungabad With the grand 
camp to Ahmednuggur. ^ Khan Jefiaun, who had purfued a body 
of the enemy to S&ngouljh, met Roh poUah Khan on his march, 
and they accorr^panied each other as as Kanidirrah. Khan 
Jehauh afterwards encamped, by the imperial commands, near the 
town of Annunderee, only feventeqn cofs from Beejapore. The 
pringe Shaw Aulum returned through the pafs of Ramdirrah in his 
way to court. IVloil of his cavalry had loft their horfes, and the 
greateft part of the army were ou foot for want of conveyance, as 
the Mharattas, with the, ficknefs and famine, had made the greateft 
havock amon^ tljem. ’ Khan Jehaun paid his refpeds, and, having 
fupplied the. pjrince with all neceffaries, tbok his leave; thenpoft- 
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ing a detachment in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army, 
according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah.^ .> * 

Several of the amras attendant* on the court, on account of the 
wade of their jaghires in the foubahs. of j^ekkan, now received 
falaries in lieu; and the great offiters, who from* the fame^caufe 
alfo were become diftrelTed, opened their hands to the receipt of 
bribes, notwitliftanding the politive injunctions of the emperor to 
^the contrary ; they alfo extorted money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the views of expectants ^at court ; fo that the iin- 
peridl fcrvice now became* but of little advantage, except to the 
civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. 

^ Serdar Khan, an AlgJiaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban- 
ditti, and made a practice of fending them to rob ; but being foon 
detected, he was punUhed with death, and his effeCts confifeated. 

<1 

A. D. 1099. Khan Jehaun . having quited his cantonments at Almillah, en- 
A.D. J687# camped on the ‘banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan 
and Dilleer Hin-'mut towards Koolburga to punifh the Pinderras ; 
which having done, they returned. Orders arrived to ftatlon Dilleer 
Ilimmut again near Koolburga, to prevent them from croffing the 
Beemrah ; but he died loan after his match, and was fucceeded^ in 
command by Jaun NilTaur Khan, fon of Collinder Khan. 

Orders were font to Khan Jehaun to march to Ruflbolporc, and 
flop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roh 
Oollah Khan blocked it up on the fide of Shawpore : but, prior to 
the arrival of thefe inftniClions, Roh Oollah Khan l^ad encamped at 
Ruflbolporc, and Klran Jehaun at Taktannah; fo that they met 
together, .and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
camped at Shaw'pore. 


As 
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderabad and Beeja- 
pore, fit moved with the grand camp from ^hmednuggur to Sho- 
Japore, and appointed lyed Zcin-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former 
city. The enemy, fuddenly ctolledling/ attempted a furprize ; but 
the lyed, being tim^Jy advifcd, was on his guard, and defeated 
their ,enterpriz5. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Jonecr, 
was fent to protedt Ahmednuggur, and Dulpuf Roy was now pro- 
moted to the rank of one thoulknd three hundred. 

• 

Khan Jehaun was nov ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh Oollali 
Khan to march far the fiege of Beejapore, where the prince *Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent ^vith a powerful army. The king of Hyder- 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thoufand hor(e. 
Skirmiihcs occurred between them for many days i but as Khan 
Jehaun had but a fmall force compared with the enemy’s, he durll 
not hazard a general engagementj therefore, Iviving throw'n up 
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his lituation to 
the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was di(] 5 atched with a 
reinforcement. to his alTirtance, and orders given for Beheramund 
Khan and Eaticaud Khan to attend him part of the w'ay. The prince 
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun 
Niffaur Khan, and*marchpd with his troops in order of battle towards 
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans made a 
charge in different quarters, but in vain ; and in the evening the 
prince joined the camp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was 
impoflible to pitch the great tents ; and the prince, with his wives, 
was obliged to put.up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
was fituated conveniently, fent drelTed proviiions for his family and 
all the amras who attended him. After three days, the prince and 
Khan Jehaun advanced j and, as is the cuftom with the Dekkun 
troops, the Hyderabad army made falfe attacks on all fidcs of the 
line. This continued for fcair days, after which Beheramund Khan 
VoL. II. K ’ and 



66 


AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS-IN DEKKAN. 


and Eaticaud Khan returned to the prefence. Orders arrrived that 
the treafiuy officers of Khan Jehaun’s army flsould alfo aft’ as fuch 
to the prince. Eeruch Khan, an ameer of two thoufand five hun- 
dred, an excellent officer, of great 'experience, was much in the 
efteem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed Kim near his own per- 
fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The driver ufed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain ; fo that the khan was 
tpken jM'ifoner, but died ffiortly after. He was much regretted by 
his followers, who were all treated by him as brethren. The khan 
was generous, rtot only to his friends, but to all, -Ijeing ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name wfs univerfal. He ex- 
celled moft of the greater amras in the elegant flile of his living, 
apd entertained fervants of the fir/l abilities, to whom he allowed 
high pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided ; 
and whenever either acquaintance or travellers pafied near his re- 
lidcnce, he furniffied them amply with all neceflaries, treating all 
with that attention due to their quality. If a merchant came to him 
from Perfia, or any other diftant part, he generally kept him witli 
him fome days, bought his whole cargo, and difmificd him with 
many favours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally 
lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja JelTwunt Sing Bondela, 
with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali^Khan Roomee, making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were croffing a long 
fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
prifoners by the raja’s followers. The fkme day, Mahummud 
Ibrahim, who commanded the Hyderabad army, fled unexpedledly 
to the city ; and from that day the euemy’s fbfees difappeared al- 
together, and the royal army purfued their route , clofe to Hyderabad 
by repeated marches. The Dekkanees accufed Mahummud Ibra- 
liim of treachery, exclaiming, that if he had done ,his duty, the 
imperial troops could never have advanced. 


The 
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The king, not thinking it fafe to remain longer in the city, (hut 
himfelf 'Up in the fort of Golconda, though Mailna Pundit, his 
prime miniller, carneftly entreated him to the contrary ; obfervin?, 
tlwt it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fome other fort, 
from whence he mi^ht with eafe fuccour Golconda, in cafe the 
imperial troopS fliould fit doWn before it; whereas lie would, by 
fliutting himfclf up in it, be totally cut off from refourccs. Abou 
HoulTun would not lUlen to this reafonable advice, and thus clofcd 
upon himfelf the gates of adverfity. 

Mahummud Ibrahim, the general, confulting his . own intbrefi^, 
came over to Khan*Jchaun, and was introduced by lum to the 
prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended him for 
promotion in the imperial fervice. Akka Ali W’as fent to guard the 
city of Hyderabad, and affure die inhabitants of protection; but 
mofi; of thofe who w'ere able to procure conveyance for their fami- 
lies and eifedts, had retired into the fort of Golconda, while the 
remainder fiayed terrified in their houfes, expedting their fate. The 
next day the prince fent his own followers to gutird the city, but 
they extended .their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the minifier, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and dripped 
even to die frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents 
were found in it, lhat, immediately after, an old one was not to be 
fecn in the prince’s camp. The king’ s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree ; .but, after two days, the charge was given to Khan 
Jeluun, who reftored order, and colledled fome property for the 
emperor’s account ; but if all the plunder had been thus taken care 
of, it would have .amounted to an immenfe value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he had plundered this city, 
before his acceffion to the throne, large fums were found in the 
ceilings of aj^arjments, and infifted on all being preferved for his 
ufe with the utmoft rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial order, 
and many of the firll houfe& were plundered by the troops. 

K 2 Mahummud 
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Mahummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures of Madna Pundit, 
that miniftcr was fufpedted of having perfuaded him to go over to 
the im}>crial army, and of intending to follow himfelf. It was faid 
tliat the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refuge in Gol- 
conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him 
into the emperor’s hands. Abou Hou’ffun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken a folemn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfons might fay againft him, and therefore he 
did not liften to thcfe inlinuations : but the - officers, who hated 
Madna, at the infligation of the king’s mother in law, widow of 
the late fultaij, aflaffinated him as he was going into tlie king’s 
prefence, and cutting off his head fent it to the* prince Shaw Aulum, 
with a meffage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
oijly, all the infolencc and difrepedl fhewn to the emperor was 
owing, for which he had at laft met his deferts. 

Abou Houffun, who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his 
death left without an advifer on whom he could rely, immediately 
made rcquefts for peace, and promifes of a very valuable offering, 

t 

The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten- 
five garden near the fort, where Abou Houffun had built a fplendid 
palace, in Avhich the prince took up his own refidence. When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his favour he font jewels, elephants, horfes and drefles for Shaw 
Aulum and the amras, under the care of /kbd al Kerreem, keeper 
of the oratory, and other chiefs ; who upon their arrival at Momin 
Puttcah, not far from the city, were furprized, plundered, and taken 
prifoners, by fhekh Munnaje and the Al^hauns in the fervice of 
Abou Houffun, not a man efcaping without a woupd. The prince 
Shaw Aulum upon this difaffer, fent a mciiage to Abou Houffiin, 

threatening 
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threatening to flop the negotiations for peace, and take ample 

vengeane^ for fuch atrocious infuits and breach of the truce. 

* 

Abou IIoufTun made numl^erlefs excufes, declared that the 
attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the fmalleft 
knowledge of it. Tic collefted the plundered effefls with much 
care, and fent them with the wounded prifoners to the prince, pro- 
mifing, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of 
• two corores of rupees- in treafure and effe<Sls, wliich he would col- 
ledl and pay, whenever the prince fliould move from the city to • 
Koehr. - ' 

O 

Shaw Aulum forwarded his petition to court, and it meeting 
with the emperor’s approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive 
the money, and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed’ 
at tlic great force his fon and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfons, 
and the plunder of the city and the king’s palace not being accounted 
for in the royal treafury. • Calling Khan Jehaun to the prefence, 
he fent Iiim to- tlie government of Lahore, and ^ilpatched Syef 
Oollah Khan to order Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut 
Khan, Mamoor Khan, and fevcral other amras, ^ quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad 
general, was promoted to the title of Mahabut Khan and rank of 
fix thoufiind. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, till the 
fums foould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou 
Houfiun. 

The army agaiiifi; Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had 
repeated adions with the enemy. Amaun Oollah Khan, fon of 
. Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and Kilhoor 
Sins Harrah and otliers wounded. The communication between 
this army and "the imperial camp at Sholaporc being cut off by the 

enemy’s 
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enemy’s liorfe, an extreme fcarcity of grain prevailed j fo that a 
“ fecr of rice fold for eleven rupees, and at even this ^vorbitant 
price was procured' with the greuteft difficulty. ' Ghazi ad Dion 
Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela apd others, were difpatched from 
Alimednuggur to efcort provifions, ftores, and a large fum of money 
to the prince. About five cofs from camp 'they were attacked by 
tile enemy’s army. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dul- 
put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the enemy, 
and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about four 
•thoufand foot wlio could not cfcapc the fury of the enraged Moguls 
and.Raajepootcs. The convoy arrived 'fafely nt the camp before 
Becjaporc, and provifions again began to be cVeap. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan w^as honoured with tlie additional title of Ferofe Jung, and 
Dulput Roy with that of raow, and the privilege of carrying the 
'* allum in his train. 


A. II. woo. 
A. D. i688. 


The emperor this year, at a fortunate inftant, departed with 
the grand camp from Sholapore to the liege of Beejapore, and bat- 
teries were ope^ned immediately upon his arrival before the place. 
The prince Akbc:-, who had taken refuge with S^rabah, by his 
inlligation, fuppgfing the imperial territories undefended by many 
troops, with Darruk Dafs and about ten thoufand Mharattas made an 
incur/ion from Kokun towards Hindooflan ; but the emperor, hav- 
ing advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Ahmed- 
mtggur, \vho intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood oi' 
Chakneh, and defeated him, after a very obRinate engagement; 
which put an end to his ciilcrprize, and he retreated again to Sam- 
b.ah’s country. Syed Leffikar Khan and other, amras were left at 
idiolajiorc, to guard the heavy baggage of the army and furnilli 
eA’orts for provifions to tlie imperial camp. Baticaud Khan, fon 
of Jumlat al Muolk Afl'ud Khan, was detached with a force to 

obferve 
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obfervc the enemy’s motions. Ueejapore was now furrounded on 
all /ides'^and tlip different flations allotted to the araras. Syed 
Faireli Ali Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the 
honour of mai'tyrdom, and many of his ■.followers were wounded. 

Many fkirmiflics occuj;]^ed on the foraging parties, and the befieged 
daily BiaJe fallics from the town. Raow Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Syed Lcflikar Khan was recalled from Shohi- 
pore, and the command given to Eaticaud Khan. 

> 

The fiege of Bcejapore .Hill continued, and the befieged tc op- A. H. rrci. 
pofe the approacl*es with great gallantrj'. The grand powder A. D. 1689. 
maga7dne, which was placed under ground in the camp, by feme 
accident Mew up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for 
iixtv miles. As the country round Bcejapore had been long laid, 
waftc and uncultivated, fupplies were cut off from tlic fort, and the 
bclicged at dength became exceedingly diftrefled for provifions. 

Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the foldiers became difatisfied ; 
but ftill, in this hopclcfs condition, they gallantly refiftcd. At length, 
feveral breaches being effciled, the dilpofition of aflault was made 
by Kouvvaum ad Dicn Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 

The belicged, upon .this, judged it fafeft to capitulate, and requelled 
terms through Ghazi ad Dicn Khan Ferofe Jung ; when it was 
fettled, that the young king Seconder fliould pay his refpcvfts to tJie 
eipperor, and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs. Ferofe 
|ung lent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Secunder to his quarters, when he conduded him himfclf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments, 
lie w^as allowed to fit» The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, beftowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his 
•accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Sheerza Khan was raifed to the 
title of Ruftum I^han, Abd al Raooff to that of Dilleer Khan, and 
both to munfufis of feven thoufand. Seedees Salim and JumJhecd 

• were 
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were honoured with titles and the rnunfub of five thouland> and 

c 

all the officers prorooted according to their quality., 

Aurungzebe paffed to view fhe fort, through the breach by 
which the affault was intended to have bpen made, htting on a 
.travelling throne, and to the great mofque, where be ofl'c ed up 
thankfgivings tor his fuccefs. Syed Lethkar Khan Avas apj'ointed 
governor of the citadel. Upon an aflonifliingly large piece of 
, ordnance was engraved this infeription ; “ The pniKc Ma- 
** hummud Ghazi, in fplendpur like the fun, under whofe urn- 
** hrella the world fought a flielter, by the fore?, of his ail-cir!>roy- 
** ing fabre, in half the winking of an eyfe, took r))e “ rnaiter ot 
** the field from Nizam Shaw." This cannon, molt p • . j’dy tf;c 
.largeft ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an tjtln cr ol 
of the Nizam Shaw.s, and fell into the hands of full in Ma’n inu • 
Beejaporce. The emperor ordered this infeription U; he .1, ukI 
the following tQ be put in the ftead : “ Shaw AnJi iugc.'! 

“ emperor of kings, who re/lored ju/lirc and coiupicicd the iovc- 
** reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Gooi! fortune on him 
** daily fmiled, and vidlory exclaimed, 1 le hath I’ulviucd the maltei 
** of the field.” In this infeription is conveye ! die date in which 
the fort furrendered. The city and environ, of Beejapi., c am upon 
a fine plain without any declivities ; the tort probably the largclt in 
the world •, and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
. for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
king’s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines, 
befides many extenfive gardens j and round the whole a deep ditch, 
always well fupplied with water. There were alfo without the 
city very large fuburhs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe and in tiic mne of 
. Ali Adil Shaw, when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
fultan had not Icfs than eighty thoufand. On the emperor’s taking 

It, 
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it, there were not more than two thoufand horfe wifhin it. Aftet 
this vidtry, the wateij: of the refervoirs and the wells in the fort 
decreafed j the country round remained entirely waftc for a great 
rhftance, and a confiderable part, of the reft was feized by the pin- 
derrahs and zemindarsf who acknowledged no fuperior. About a 
cofs from the city once another vaft town, which might be 

called a fecond Beejapore, named Norufe, and built by Ilmaeel and 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw ; but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only remaining, with a thick wall furrounding it, whofe 

Itately gateways were falling to decay. * 

• • 

Caiim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
C'hazi <id Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country 
I'.aind Hyderabad. 

• 

The juince Akber, finding nothing more to exped from Sambah, 
took his departure on board a Ihip, with a few attendants, for 
fertia, and Darnik Dafs returned to his own country of Marwar, 

Ruftum Khan Beejaporee, who had been promoted* to the rank of 
feven thoufand,t was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againft 
the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prifoner, but 
releafed him oh his 'paying a very large fum of money. 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H.Tioa. 
te’red the Hyderabad territories, laid wafte all parts of it j and the A. D. 1690. 
emperor marching from Sholapore with intentions to befiege Gol- 
conda, on the way vifited the forts of Tuldoorg and JCoolburga, alfo 
the tomb of fyed Mahunwnud Gefoo-derauz. The prince Mahum- 
mud Azira Shaw was detached to Goollhunabad to punilh the Mha- 
jattas ; and the emperor, having moved by the route of Zuffirabad 
Bieder, at length fat down ' before Golconda, and the fiege was 
commenced. 'As* Abou HoulTun had efcaped into the fort, Mahum- 
niud Moraud Klian, the reljdent at Hyderabad, ’incurred the royal 
VoL. II. L ' difpleafure 



74 ^ 


AURUNGZEBE** OPERATION? IN DEKKAN. 


difpleafure for having allowed him to do fo, and was degraded from 
his munfub ; but reftored fhortly after, at th^ interceffion of Affud 
Khan. Ghazi ad D'ien Khan was recalled to the pre fence. Shekh 
Nizam Hyderabadec cohered an .army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow Dulput being fent againil him, gave him a complete defeat. 
Orders were ilTued to attack .a camp of tlife beheged which had 
taken fhelter clofe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by 
Mujahid Khan, Kiihoor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, going too 
clofe to the fort, was killed by a cannon ftiot. Skirmiihes happened 
every day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the 
roads were rendered impalTable ; and grain h^ame fo fcarce in the 
camp, that many of the followers died of hunger. 

The emperor, from the reprefentetions of the fpies about his 
perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn 
up in the grand audience tent ; and fending for the prince with his 
Ions, commanded Affud Khan to difarm and confine them. They 
were degraded from their ranks in the army, their effects feized, 
and treated with the fame rigour as common criminals. An aflault 
was made upon the fort by Ghazi ad Dicn Khan, tind his majefty 
went in perfon to the batteries to encourage the*afiailants; but they 
did not fucceed, the enemy repulfing them with great gallantry. 

At length, after a fiege of feven months, Golconda fell by 
treachery. Abdoolla, a principal chief and favourite of Abou Houf- 
fun, who had been moll aflive in the defence of the place, being 
gained over by bribes and alTurances of high rank in the imperial 
fervice, admitted in the night a body of the Mogul troops, under 
the command of Roh Oollah Khan, into the fortrels. The gar- 
rifbn, except a few who were fooa overcome, laid down their arms i 
and the fultan Abo'u Hpuffun was cfcorted by the prince Azim Shaw to 

the 
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the emperors tent. The date of this occurrence is included in the 
following lines : ^ ** Hyderabad was conquered by Aulumgeer, under 
** the aulpices of the Almighty, fighting for the true j^th. He 
** had the power of Jumlhecd, •and the wifdom of Alexander. His 
“ valiant heroes, witjhi pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednels 
by .the rootrf in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named The 
Manfion of Zeal, Cafim Khan was ordered to take charge of this 
part of Carnatic, until a fbjedaur Ihould be appointed. The Car- 
natics, now divided between Hyderabad and Beejaporc, were for- ^ 
mcrly fubjedt to the dynalty of Ramraaje Carnaticas, once of great 
power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty 
cofs from the fortrefs <*f Adonee, and one hundred and feventy fi’om 
Biedcr ; from which their dominions extended to the fea coaft one 
way, on another to the river Kiftnah, and fbme parts to the river 
Beemrah. They kept an army of thirty thoufand horfe, a million 
of infantry, and tlieir wealth’ was beyond enumeration. The laft 
Ramraaje attempting to conquer the territories of*Adil Shaw Beeja- 
poree, Koottub Shaw Hydcrabadee, and Nizam Shaw Dowlu- 
tabadee, the three fultans formed an alliance fot' their mutuail 
fecurity, and, having joined their forces, marched to the’ banks of 
the Kiilnah, on the. oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hofl. The alUes croffed the river and attacked 
him. Adil Shaw 'was panic-ftruck, but his nobility and troops 
flood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy. 
Ramiaaje, priding himfelfon his vaft fuperiority of numbers, had 
pitched a magnificent canopy, under which he fat upon a throne 
Alining with jewels, to give orders to his troops } but when the 
army of the fultans* broke in upon his line, he removed into a 
palanquin, the bearers of which, being much fri^tened, threw it 
•down, and he was feized by^ Nizam Shaw’s people, and brought 
pnfdner to their Cultan j who cut off his head and fixed it on the 
point of his fpear. The enemy, upon feeing it, took to flight, and 
an immenfe treifure of money, jewels and effe<fts, \vith two thou- 

L 2 fand 
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fand dephants, fell into the hands of the vidtorious " allies, who 
purfued the fugitive^ with great (laughter to the walls of Becjanug- 
gur ; from whence, after receiving a valuable contribution from the 
late raja’s brother, they retreated, 4eaving him in pofTeflion of the 


government. 



The imperial firmaun was fent to Mohib Ali, Abou HouiTun’s 
governor of Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
Ulker Khan and munfub of fcven thoufand, to prevent the people 
of the diftricfts from difperfing j and a force was alfo appointed for 
theft defence from the prefence. Ifmaeel, Ajeet Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, with the zemindars, had phindered him, but dif- 
perfed on the arrival oi Mukkerum Khan with the royal troops. 
Bam Naick, governor of Sunker, dependant upon Beejapore, hav- 
ing made his fubmiffions to the emperor, delivered up the place j 
which was new named Nuflerut Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was 
honoured with the* command, and the rank of five thoufand, but 
died ihortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the 
rank of three thouftnd ; but they in a little time fled to Wakin 
Kerah, theft native place, fix cofs ftom Nuflerut Ghur, and raifed 
difturbances. Mahummud Aum Shaw coming from Goolfliuna- 
bad, paid tus compliments at court. Shekh Nizaifi Hyderabadee 
fubmitting, was honoured with the title, of KJian Zummaun and 
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houfleinee, a principal officer of 
Abou Houflun, being raifed to the rank of fix thoufand and title of 
Ali Merdan Khani was appointed to the ft>jedauiy of Kinjee, de- 
pendant on Hyderabad ^rnatic ; and more nobles were created 
than had ever been in the reign of any tbrnvsr emperor. Ghazi 
ad Dten Khan was fent with a large army to befiege the fort of 
Adonec, and Raow. Dulput who accompanied him, was promoted 
to the rank of two thoufand one hundred.- The khan upon his 
march took fcveral forts belonging to Beejapore, abd one of them, 
Heyhut Kerrumna; was named Ferofe Ghur. The fort of Kerncdc 


was 
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was called Kummemuggur, The prince Mahummu’d Azim Shaw 
was feiit* agaiuft Mullukgaum, belonging to Beejapore, which he 
took. 

• • 

Jeffwunt Sing Bondela dying, the zemindary of Oorcha was 
conferred on Bugwunt Sing, his fon, an infant of four years, with 
the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all 
Dekkan, of which numbers died; as alfo a great fcarcity of grain. 
Gbazi ad Dien Khan having for fome time blocked up the fort of 
Adonee, Seedee Mufaood delivered it up ; and with his family* 
going to the prefeftce, wa^ honoured with the title 'of khan 'and 
munfub of fcven thouiknd. The emperor now moved from Hyder- 
abad by the way of Kooiburga to Beejapore. Klun Zummaun was 
appointed to the fojedaury of Kolapore, in the neighbourhood of 
Pernalleh. A pefrilence broke out in the camp of Beejapore, raging 
to a great pitch, and many of the ladies of the haram died ; upon 
which the emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur. * 

The fpies of Khan Zummaun brought him intelligence, that 
Sambah was encamped near the fort of Kalneh, belonging to him, 
about fifteen cofs from Pernalleh, in the palles to Kokun, entirely 
off his guard, 'iinmerfed in debauchery and hard drinking. The 
khan marched immediatelj, and about daylight next morning fur- 
prized his camp* Sambah, intending to mpve, had fent olF the 
greateft part of his attendants with his women on before him, and 
was waiting iof KubkuU^, his favourite, who was performing his 
devotions, when they were both taken prifoners. Khan Zummaun 
immediately informed the emperor of his fuccefs, who beat the 
march of vidtory, and difpatched Eaticaud Khan with a confrderable 
.army to befrege the fr>rt of Rairee, which had been the capital of 
Sewajee and his liicceBbr* 


Ghazi 


* 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan after the furrcnder of the fort of Adonee, 
came to encamp near Beejapore, where he. was afflidted Avith the 
plague i from which he recovered, but with the total lofs of eyefight. 
The prince Mahuminud .Azim Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 
kowah, dependant on Joneer in Kokun, add the emperor moved 
to Tummerla, fourteen cofs from Porundeh/ with the grand jcamp. 

AJH. 1103. The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaun 
A.D. 1691. having brought Sambah to court, orders were given to put wooden 
crowns upon the heads of him and his companions, and, mounting 
theih upon camels, after the mapner of criminaf^ in Perfia, to con- 
dud them to the prefence. The emperor gave thanks to God for 
having thus put. his enemy in his power, and railed Khan Zummaun 
to a higher rank, with the tide of Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a red 
Jiot iron drawn before his eyes j and fomc days after was, with his 
favourite Kubkullufs, put to death. The emperor marched from 
Bahadur Ghur to *Buggoreh Gaum, Ik cofs from Poonah on the 
banks of the Beemrah. 

Eaticaud Khan fought many fuccefsful battles in Kokun, and 
blocked up Rairee, fo as to diftrefs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa- 
jee’s fecond fon, Rama, after the capture of bambab, fled with 
fome principal chiefs to Seringapatam, .and lyied Abdoolla Khan 
Bareah was ordered to purfuc him j but Rama, near a fmall fort, 
crolfed the river, then very high, with two of his followers, and 
got clear off. About eighty chiefs took Ihelter in the. fort, and fall- 
ing into the khan’s hands, he was ordered to keep them confined at 
Beejapore. Rama Ihut himfelf up in the fort of Jinjee. Wojeh ad 
Dien, the fon of Syed Lelhkar Khan, who commanded as his 
father’s deputy in Beejapore, not attending ftridly to his prifoners, 
they made their efcape, by the connivance of his fervants, and 
rejoining their brethren, foon raifed difturbances. A few, who in 
, ' • leaping 
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leaping from the walls had t^roken their limbs# were tetaken under 
tlie prifon, and fccured., 

Roh Oollah Khan# agreeably .to the royal inftrudlions, moved to 
Pernalleh, with an offcs of terms to the inhabitants# but they would 
not deliver up the place*; upon which he returned# and marched to 
punifli *thc -Mharattas round Rhamutpore, and the furt of Sittarra# 
in the country on the banks of the Kiftnah, which is within the 
Beejapore boundaries. Orders were lent him to leave the army with 
Khan Zummaun, who had been difpatched to command it# and 
return to the prefence. 

9 

Eaticaud Khan having taken Rairee# and Saooh# the infant fon 
of Sambah# with his wives and thofe of Rama# was exalted by the 
title of Zoolfeccar Khan and the privilege of uiing the “mach* 
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant 
Saooh w.as honoured with the title of raja, and a* place within the 
Ruggelah Bar allotted for his relidence. About tliis time prepara- 
tions were made for fending off the heavy baggage to Aurungabad, 
and it was reported that the emperor would return to Agra or 
Dhely ; but news arriving, that a Pinder . chief# named Eeluck# 
haying collected together a numerous rabble# had taken Fero/e- 
nuggur# Roh Oollah Khan was detached to that quarter# and all 
thoughts of moving to Aurungabad were laid, afide. The khan 
‘ m&rched with all fpeed, and Raow Dulput, who was then kclla- 

• daar of Adonec# hearing of the difturbance, fent Hafiz Morad Khan, 
a principal officer of his own, with a confidcrable force, who de- 
feated the rebels; but# aCS he had no ncceflaries for a fiegc, he 

• encamped at a little diftance from the fort, where he was joined 
with a reinforcement, and fome cannon, under Summunder Khan, 
governor of Koolburga. Roh Oollah Khan commenced the liege 
inunediately onfhiSi arrival. 

Raja 


• A flaadard, on the point of which Ts a gilt fiih. 
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A. f?. nos* 
A.D. 1693* 


lUja BugVunt Sing Bondcla dying, there remained no one of 
the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Inder Sing to fucceed him; 
upon which the rahnee Amir Koor, grandmother' to the deceafed 
prince, placed in the raaje OodutjSing, who was defeended from 
Mudhoker Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing Deo, which was approved 
of by the emperor, who conferred on him ‘me title of raja, and a 
fuitable munfub. 

When the emperor heard of Rama’s being arrived at jinjee, he 
immediately difpatched Zoolfeccar Khan to befiege that place. 
Roh Oollah Khan, having by ftratagem forced Eeluck to leave 
Ferolenuggur, took polleffion of the place, .and then purfued him 
to a great diftance. Upon his flying near Hyderabad, he was 
ieized by the fbjedaur, and put to death. 

Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at Korumeundah, iixty cofs 
from Jinjee, was ‘attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, under 
Iflnaeel Mukh, ‘ Ajeet Naire, and other zemindars ; and though he 
had but a fmail force compared to the enemy’s, yet relying on the 
imperial aufpices, he engage4» and giving them a complete over- 
throw, marched on towards Jinjee in triumph, taking feveral forts 
belonging to the enemy on the way. 

The emperor encamped at Kulkulla, fixteen cols from Korcc 
Gaum, and difpatched Jumlat al Moolk to the aflifrance of TxnA- 
feccar Khan, who was furrounded by the Mharattas near Jinjee. 
Several of the new Dekkan amras had deferred from him to Rama, 
and the fcarcity of proviflons in his camp w^ grown to the moll 
alarming pitch. Syed Lefhkar Khan, upon this intelligence, was 
ordered with treafure from the prefence and a large ‘fupply of 
proviflons to join Jumlat al Modk AITud Khan, upon whofe arrival 
the army experienced Ibme relief. . .. Zoolfeccar 'hawing given the 
charge of his camp to Alimerdan ,Khan, fojedaur of Kinjee, 

marched 
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marched fixty cofs into the territories of Tritchinopoly and Tan- 
jore, from the zemindars of which he colleded coniiderable con- 
tributions, and then returned, after gaining feveral advantages over 
the Mharattas. 

; 

Khan Jehaun Baha'dur being called from Hindooilan, was gra- 
cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their vaqueels to him defiring his 
mediation, and to be allowed to make their fubmifiions ; upon 
which he was empowered to give diem afiTurances under his own 
feal, and fent his fon' Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Ghore- 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, ard others, to the prefence, but they would not 
confent to this, being fearful of treachery. Himmut Khan returned 
without cffcfting any thing, much to the vexation of his father, 
who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil his promife to 
the emperor. 

Ifmaeel Mukh, commander of the Dekkanees in Carnatic Hy- 
derabad, having made his fubmifiions to Zoolfeccat* Khan, whom 
he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requefi ho- 
noured with the rank of five thoufiind and the tide of khan, and 
proportionate rewards were bellowed on the reft. Ajcct Naire 
joined Rama in the fort of Jinjee. 

Raow Dulput having refigjned the government of the fort of 
Adonee, named by Aurungzebe, Imteauz Ghur, Was fent with his 
followers as fiu: as Sholapore to efcort the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft 
fon of Azim Shaw, who was on his return from the liege of Sinfin- 
nee, in the Jaut country, near Agra. Being arrived at Bhome, he 
•heard that the Mharattas had blocked up the road, having plundered 
Maleegaum, and put many of the inhabitants and travellers to 
death; upon which he fecured his baggage in a fort, and marched 
in purfuit. Mamoor jKhan,«fon of Dillecr Khan, joined liim on 
VoL. II. M the 


A.H. 1104 
A. D. 1692 
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the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The 
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy’s ‘fbrce not 
more than eight hundred ; but he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great flaughter Among the enemy, who fled on the fall 
of fome of their chiefs. A detachment ff<^m the prefence being 
fent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the 
prince, whom he condudled to the emperor. He was now ordered 
to efcort the Perfian ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurung- 
abad; which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vaft 
number of all ranks, who had been waiting at that city for an efcort 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewarije, intelligence was 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy- was approaching with 
the hopes of plunder j upon which he left his convoy in a place of 
fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en- 
gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 
Lukko Sindia, with feveral other perfons of rank. A valuable 
plunder fell into his hands. ■ For this fervice, the emperor was 
pleated to reftore tlje five hundred to his munfub, which he had 
taken off on hft refigning the kelladaree of Adonee. The Mharattas 
were now become fo impreflfed by his gallantry, that they ever 
after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded 
to clcort a fupply of treafure, arrived at Aurungabad from the 
inner provinces, which he fuccefsfully perfornled. Tliis year the 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be eredled near Aurang- 
abad, on the banks of the great refervoir. 

A. H. 1106, Raow Dulput having brought the trerfiire from Aurangabad, 

A. D. 1694. notwithftanding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the 
enemy, arrived lafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial 
orders, he gave a mulfer of nine hundred excellent horfe above his • 
compliment, whom he had called firom his own ^ ja^hire to attend 
him i but though they did not meet with encouragement from his 
inajefly, yet regarding liis own reputation on the fi'equent fervices 

upon 
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upon which he was ordered, he chofe to be at ’the additional 
expenfe'^of maintaining them out of his private revenue. 

Beheramund Khan at Porundeh, bearing that the Mharattas 
had marched towarefe Toomree, left his baggage at the former 
placcj and merved by 'forced marches to purfue them; but meeting 
with Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who was detached on this fervice, he 
returned to his camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukh(h moving with a large 
army, to befiege the fort of Wakin Kerah, was joined by Dtilput 
Raow, and on their Arrival before the place, after a very fatiguing 
march in the height of the rains, the fiege was commenced. 
Skirmifties happened with the enemy’s troops every day. ^ 

As the fiege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, many of 
the Mharatta nuinfubdars deferted to Rama, and^ a vaft army was 
advancing to relieve the place. Notw’ithftanding Jumlat al Moolk 
was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were feilt to the prince, 
to leave Roh Dollah Khan for the fiege of Wakin Kerah, to march 
himfelf with all fpeed to Gurpah, and to difpatch Raow Dulput 
with treafure and five thoufand horfe from thence to Jinjee to afiiil 
Zoolfeccar Khan. * 

Roh Oollah Khan took command of the fiege, and the prince 
marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Kernolc and 
Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains, 
were feen the inhabitants of them, a wild people, whole language 
is, not in the leail underllood by the people of the villages below. 
Their common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, and the 
flelh of animals, caught in hunting. They are exceedingly black, 
with long hir on every part of their bodies, and on their iieads 
wore caps made of the leaves of trees. Each njan had with him 

M 2 unliarbed 
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unbftrbcd arrov/s and a bovv for hunting. They molefi no onc^ 
and live in caverns, or under the (hady branches of treest The 
prince prefented forfie of them with gold and filvcr, but they did 
not fcem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man. 

On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, Aflud Khan paid his refpedts, 
and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
lixty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patchsd with treafure and a large fupply of proviiions to Zoolfcccar 
Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malcyee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a foreft, which had been totally impervious, until it was a 
little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed them. Horlcmen pafled with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrefs. The 
underwood, which was thorny, was lb twined together, as to 
make it impoffible to pafs either on the right or left of the road. 
This tedious pafs extended for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin- 
jee. The laft is one of the feven chief worfliipping places of the 
Hindoos, which are as follow i Ajodeah or Oude, Mwtterah, Pyauge 
or Aleabad, Kaice or Banaras, Kinjec, Onttcaporee; and Dowaroutee. 

Thcfe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjce cannot be lefs in extent than ten 
cofs. There are two temples, Seo Kinjee and Bilhen Kinjee, tlie 
walls round each of which are not lefs extenfive than the citadel of 
Beejapore, and within them are innumerable edifices, the coif of 
which cannot be afeertained by guefs. Within the town are many 
Iplcndid temples, and without, round ‘about it, a great variety. 
The breadffi of the town ic trifling, being generally one ftrect of 
Drops, belund which are tine houfes and»gardens of the inhabitants. 

There 
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There are every way a great variety of tanks, which are all lined 
with ftorJe, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
from top to bottom. Xhefe are called in Hindoeh, Kund Gobind, 
collectively, but each has a feparate name and feafon appointed for 
bathing in it. The cpurt of Seo Kinjee has been formed into a 
citadeb with ballions ^nd battlements ; and in a part of it refides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent pafi^ge of troops, who 
commit great excefies, this was but thinly inhabited ; but Bifhen 
Kinjee, which is larger, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the 
fojedaur, as part of his lalary, was populous and fiourilhing, being 
reforted to by numerous pilgrims, who paid a toll for permixfioh to 
perform their devotions at the' temples ; fo that a great fum is annu^ 
ally collected. From near the fort of Adonee, to Kcrnole, Kinjee, 
Jinjee, and hence to the fea coaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram. Raow 
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him Ali- 
merdan Khan, the fojedaur of that place, and moved to die fort 
of Bindwaftnee, which is twelve cofs from Jinjee ; then marching 
by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, reached <he neighbour* 
hood of Jinjee. As Muttullub Khan, who came with Dulput 
Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble> 
man advanced to meet it fome difrance from his camp, the foldiers 
of which received new life from the treafure and provifions, having 
long been in extreme want. Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed 
Raow Dulput to the command of his right wing, he went to recon- 
noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a Tally, the raow 
detached a fmall body, who cut many of them to pieces. 

e 

Roh Oollah Khan, who had returned to the imperial camp 
’after being obliged to raife the fiege of Wakin Kerah, was taken 
dangeroufly ill j , and feeing death approach, fent this verfe to 
Aurungzebc ; *** The broken-hearted in the night of abfence, his 
«* life haftening to the clofe ; with what pangs mufl he die who 

** cannot 
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cannot fee thee !” The emperor repaired to his houfe without 
delay, and on his arrival being anhounccd, tlie dying chief Exclaim- 
ed in verfe, With what fatisfaftion does ai- lirbjeft quit the 
** world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence 1” 
He expired inftantly after uttering this, an^ the emperor retired 
much afFeded at the lofs of fo old and faithful a minifter. Thjc date 
of his deatli is included in the following verfes : The navoh, the 

“ beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blafl of 
death extinguiihed the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and, 
mourning, faid, * Life hath left the world.” Sippedar Khan, the 
fecofid fon of Khan Jehaun, was raifed to the riyik of three thou- 
fand, with the government of the province of^Aleabad. 


A. Ht 1107-8. 
A. D. 1695-6. 


The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh, with Jumlat al Moolk 
Aflud Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccar 
Khan and other amras went to pay their refpeds, and accompany 
his highnefs to theYpot fixed for his encampment. The khan was 
himfelf ifationed oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a 
rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the place. The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk was fixed 
toward the hill of Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kilhenghur, 
which joins to tlie fort, about a cofs and a half from . Zoolfeccar 
Khan’s poll, and a trench thrown up round It. Ifmaeel Khan 
Mukh, with others, was polled on the road of Carnatieghur behind 
the fort. Near Shvtaundoeh, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had a communication with tlie woods, and procured fupplics, 
Kaker Khan was llationed to pievent them. 


As the enemy frequently at night dlllurbed the prince’s camp by 
throAving rockets Zoc.lfeicar Khan poded a body of ins own troops 
as an outpofl, when flicy leafcd tlicir infblence. ^ Six thoufand of 
the enemy made a filly from the gate facing the baggage camp, 

* and 


• A pun OB his name, it fignifying foul or life. 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan witlj^Raow Dulput and other 
officers, who puriued t^em dole to the gate with great (laughter. The 
prince and AflUd Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Khan, and fyed 
Lclhkar Khan took up their ground. Xhe rains now fet in with 
great fury ; grain agai^ became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant 
duties jof the liege be 3 ^)nd meafure fatiguing to the troops. The 
enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the pod of Mahum- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops ; but, by the timely fuc- 
cour of Dulput Raow, were again repulfed with great (laughter. 

At the concluliojjf of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand 4iorfe, advanced for the alliftancc of Rama to 
the relief of Jinjee; upon which, as there were not troops futficient 
to keep up the blockade and at the lame time oppofe the enemy in 
the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall leveral of 
the detached pods to the main body. Orders were indantly dif- 
patched to the different amras for this purpofc) upon which (yed 
Ledikar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Ifmaeel 
Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fiJrt, made fome 
delay, and his followers were employed in colledling their baggage 
when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as 
well as he coultl, and moved towards the camp, but was attacked on 

the march by Dhudnah's .army and a large body of the enemy from 

the fort, with whom he fudained a running fight to the pod of Kaker 
Khan, when night coming on the battle ceafed, but with the lofs of 
great part of his men killed and taken prifoners. In the morning, 
the khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a 
pafs, was himfelf wounded and taken prifoner, but releafed foon 
after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend- 
•Ihip. 

• • 

All communication between the prefence and this army having 
been long dopped, various idle reports of the emperor’s illnefs and 

even 
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even death prevailed. The prince, on account of the advance of 
the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to belK^ve fuch 
tales, conlulted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice to make term; with the enemy, and, having confined 
Aflud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to aiSt i^ndependantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to Join him, and fujddenly 
ordered out his followers and baggage for march ; but AfTud Khan 
being informed of this rafh meafure, fent immediate advice of it to 
Zoolfeccar Khan, alfo a meflage to the prince, requefting to know 
the caufe of his preparing his troops in the night. To this an 
anfiVer was fent back, that he had received ‘intelligence of the 
enemy’s intending to make a night attack. «Jumlat al Moolk re- 
plied, that the alarm was ialfe, and defired that the troops might 
retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be polled, as other 
preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and difhearten the 
army. 

« 

The prince learning that Aflud Khan was upon his guard, and 
had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmifs 
his troops, and defer the execution of his plan to another oppor- 
tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by, his father of the 
prince’s conduct, collcdted all his officers, and remained under arms 
during the night. In the morning, after* burftihg as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy from 
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy 
the works, while another attacked the line on its march. 

Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his fether, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the pripce’s plan fliould take effei^t, 
the emperor would be very juftly difpleafed, fo -th^t it would be 
moft advifeablc to prevent it by putting the prince under confin# 
ment. This being agreed upon, Affdd Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan, 

and 
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and other amras, palSng by the audience tent, ahd from thence 
upon ^eir elephant^ within the netting, threw down the fkreens 
of the dewan* khaneh. The prince’s fcrvants were alarmed, and 
the attendants of the mah^ fired tome pmfquetry. 

The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con- 
fufedly from the fquare of the women’s apartments, when fome 
foot foldiers belonging to Jellall Khan feizing his hands, brought 
him without his ihoes before Jumlat- al Moolk. Diilput Raow 
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upoq his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow- 
afleh. Affud Khan# now addreffed the prince, telling him that the 
late rumours were falfe, as' the emperor was in health ; alfo, that 
he had a^ed in fuch a .manner as would not only difgrace himfelf, 
but bring ihame upon his grey hairs. Thd enemy by their feints 
kept the camp in conftant alarm all this day; As it was not fafe to 
leave the* prince in his own tents, AlTud Khan* brought him to his, 
and having performed the cuftomary compliments upon his alight- 
ing, ordered every thing neceflary for his accommodation. Syed 
Leftikar Khaji was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 

the mahal were placed feparately. 

• • 

Intelligence irrived, that Suntah was following Dhunnah, ai\il 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer- " 
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelf 
fuperior. Suntah had a very large force; and, in the adion, a 
numerous body of Ehela foot, which the khan had hired, deferted 
to the enemy, fo, that he was obliged to fly, and attempted to 
regain the poll: of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner with many of his 
oflicers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were 
plundered. 

^OL. II. N Suntah 
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Suntah arrived fliortly after this at Jinjce, and the enemy 
amounted now to twenty thoufand horfe, befidfs the garrifon-of the 
place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably emi- 
ployed in guarding the prince and thcccharge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were difgufted, and would ^ot Hir out of their 
lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer oP two thoufand, with 
fome others, feigning illnefs, lliulked with the baggage. Zool- 
feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Tooranec, Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and Ibme other chieP, with 
about two thoufand horle, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de- 
feated' them, fo that they could make no impreflion. 

(t 

The fearcity of grain became now fo great in the camp, as to 
be» intolerable : upon which i^oolfeccar Khan with his brave friends 
marched to procure fupplies at the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cofs 
from Jinjce, and arrived during the night. The 1 ooran Moguls, 
under cover of the, Sark, plundered the corn merclunts, and proper 
order was loft by the impatience of the troops. In the morning, the 
khan colledtlng what was left, returned towards the camp. The 
enemy had collefted at Deoee to oppofe him, and aKatkcd on all 
quarters. Raow Dulput on the flank repe.ucd!v lepalfed them, 
aflifted the front when hard prefled, and often took cliarge of the 
resLT. This night was pafled near Jinjee, and in the morning the 
enemy in great force charged on ail quarters, firing fo quickly, that 
the grain merchants were thrown into confufion. Their markfmen 
ain.cd chiefly at the amras’ elephants, and many fliot pal^jd ovxr 
Raow Dulput, who alfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of 
the enemy’s officers. Tlic bullocks witli grain now funk into the 
mi’.d in crofling a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horfe could 
move but with flownefs and difficulty. The ammunition was 
allb nearly expended. At this jundure, moft of ,Raow Dulput’s 
cat alry moved to the right, where was a found road, and thuaiH 
became feparatedfrom the infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe 

remained 
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remained round the raow’s elephant. The enemy feeing this^ 
detached a party ofi their foot to an eminence near, who fired fo 
quick, that matters became defperate. The raow had flopped to help 
the camels and bullocks out of the fwamp, and during this the reil 
of the troops had marched on. The raow, determined to fell his 
life dearly, fl6od firmly, and fhortly after was joined by Serafrauz 
Khan Dekkanee with five or fix tlioufand hoile, when he charged 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile ; then 
halting till the bullocks were djfengage<ffroin the fwamp, he flowly 
followed the baggage. The firing now became lels frequent, and 
being arrived at a brook, where fbme finall pieces of arailery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them llrong ropes, which having put 
round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap- 
palled at fudi gallantry, and went off towards Jinjee. Zooltccqar 
Khan arrived at die camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to 
Affud Khan the raow’s behaviour, on which he conferred many 
praifes. * , 

The fupply now brought was but finall, and the fcarcity f6on , 
became again’diflreffing. Some of the followers ventured to the 
enemy’s camp with money, and were allowed to buy fufiicient for a 
meal, which they^ ate on the fpot, but not to bring the linallcll 
quantity away. 'The enemy from morning till night daily made, 
attacks on the camp, in winch was now neither provifions, money, 
nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccour, fo that affairs were reduced to 
the laft pitch of diflrefs. At this alarming crifis, Rama, contrary 
to the advice of all his chiefs, propdfed a truce, that the army 
fliould move to Btndwafhiee, when he would prepare a proper 
offering for his majefty. Dulput Raow repeatedly advifed Affud 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khaq againff compliance, obferving, that it 
could only be attended by dif^ce, and offering to advance thirty 
'Wt forty thoufand rupees for the immediate ufe of the troops, it 
being fafer at all events tb wait a few days longer, and cxpedl 

N 2 relief 
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand, 

all the foldiers, particularly the artillery, declared they wodld not 

remain another day, as they muft inevitably die of hunger ; fo that 

AfTud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and make 

a truce. f 

* • 

Affud Khan with the prince moved at twelve o’clock the next 
day, but the horfcs, camels, and other animals of the camp, were 
fp weakened by famine, that they could not take away the baggage, 
great part of which was fet fire to, and much left on the ground. 
The IVlharatta foldiers came' into the camp freely, and feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind /hould be fafely conveyed to them j 
bpt about a thoufand of them followed the army on the march, and 
plundered the ftraggling followers. The exhaufted troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwaftnee, and grain was procured. News now 
arrived that Cafin> Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk with 
large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely Ihelter in a fort with his convoy. Zoolfeccar Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaftnee, marched to Cafim 
Khan’s afliftance, and brought the fupplies in fi.fety to his camp. 
The^ reports which had prevailed were now happily contradided, 
''.nd'the troops infpired with new confidence. As feveral zemin- 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
feccar Khan and Cafim Khan, having marched, colleded con- 
fiderable contributions from them. When the news of the fiege of 
Jinjee being raifed reached him, the emperor was greatly dhplcafed, 
and ordered the prince and Afl'ud Khan to Ms prefence. Great 
favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs fliewn to 
the latter. This year a fortification w£is begun round Begumpore 
at Aurungabad, to proted it from the Mharattas. . ^ 


a 


When 



AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


'When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon raifing the fiege of Jinjee, re- A. II. nog. 
moved teP Bindwaflnee^ the enemy pofTeffed themfelves of feveral A. D. 1697. 
fmall forts. He *now marched to regain themi and florming the 
fort of Permacoil, put the garrifon to ^he fword. He after this 
alfo took many fortified temples, which abound through both the 
Carnatips, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Mahummedan conquefts. When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
zemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable offering, with requefts 
of affiftance to recover feveral^places which the raja of Tanjore had 
taken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with tlie requefl, and * 
obliged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly 
was an infant, and the,powet of the Hate veiled in his mother, a 
woman of great abilities, who conduced affairs with a mafeuline 
courage. Here is a fumptuous . temple, built by the .rajas, on the 
banks of the Caveree, . ' 

Zoolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took mdeh plunder and a 
very large contribution from the raja ; after which He demanded one 
from the zemindar of Palimcote, but he .ufing many evafions, the 
khan befieged the place, which held out, the inhabitants making 
feveral bold fallies, for five days ; when Raow Dulput, with the 
lols of fifty Raajepootes, got polfelfion of the town, and the polygars 
evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept- 
ed and plundered by tlie troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap- 
ture of this poll, placed tannas in Annetwaul, and returned to the 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet 
Naire, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to be put to death j, which was done by llratagem, as he was too 
powerful to be punilhed openly. All his women burnt with him. 

•His effedls were plundered by the troops. 

> 

Ali’ud Khin was now called to the prefence, and again rellored A. H. mo, 
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan having fent, under the A.D. 169S. 

charge 
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charge of S)^ed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of 
Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguifhed by promotion ^nd other 
honours. The enSperor with tlie royal family went to pafs the 
Ramazan at Beejapore, a^jd left the charge of the grand camp to 
Ad'ud Khan. At this time, the wells in the\city of Beejapore dried ‘ 
up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
a difrance. 

• 

The prince Mahummud Mauzim* with his frmily, had long 
'been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fuffered greatly 
from his fatlier’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azipi Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indifpofed with a droply, and fome iH condudl of the prince 
Kaum Bukhlh had caufed him to be kept alfo in ftri<fr confinement. 

At length the emperor, moved by their difrrefies and paternal af- 
i’e<Slion, ordered the prince’s tents to be pitched without the Rug- 
gelah Bar, and perpitted them more liberty. After this they were * 
gradually reftored'to their jaghircs and commands. The prince 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and governmerft of Cabul. On taking leave, he was permitted to 
beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras were affo 
fent with him. The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve cofs from Sholapore, on the banks of tlic 
Becmrah river. 

Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Vclore, and had reduced 
the place to great dillrcfs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached 
with a confidcrablc army to its relief. Dhunnah arrived firft, and 
tlie khan having fent his baggage and women, under charge of 
Raow Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofs dillant, marched to 
oppofc the enemy ; who then retired ^to Tirivaddee, where they ' 
furrounded Saadutmund Khan Choree, the fojedayr, ^but the khan 
.arriving fpeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he 
returned to recommence the fiege. • 


Suntah 
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Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in ‘ the Beejaporo Carnatic, 
where Cal!m Khan, th& fqjedaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and 
Amaun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppofe him ; But the zemindars 
joining Suntah, he was greatly fuperior to the royalifts. Cafim IGian 
fled to the fort of Dundcore, but there being fcarcc any proviiions in 
the plac^, many men, eWphants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, began 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off ; and about a 
month had paffed in this diftrefled fituation, when a capitulation 
was unavoidably entered into. The effedts, which had elcapeJ the 
plunder in the held, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops 
came out in a moft lyretched and famifhed fituation. Cafim Kh3n 
died during the blockade ; the other amras, after recruiting them- 
felves and men at Adonee, moved to the prefence i but the- emperor, 
being much difpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various places. Klianehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder j Sufffhekun Khan fojedaur of 
Dhamounee j Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur" of Godereh in 
Guzarat j and Ram Chund, fon of Raow Dulput, kelladaar of 
Ghur Nummoona j but he fled from thence to his fatlier's zemin- 
daree with intention of taking forcible poiTeflion ; upon which the 
emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 
him prifoner, or put him to death. 

• ^ 
Suntah after his viftory moved towards jinjee ; when Zoolfeccar 
Kh^n marching from Arcot gave him a total defeat near the fort of 
Arnee, Himniut Khan, fon of Khan Jehaun Bahadur, being fent 
to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow in an action 
with the enemy, and fbon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial 
camp. Aurungzebe did him the honour of a vifit in his laft mo- 
nfents. His fortune was confifeated to the treafury, but the^amouht 
did not anfwer expyftations. He was a nobleman of true dignity j 
and, being the emperor’s fofter brother, thought himfclf fuperior 
to all the other amras. He vrais expenfivcly magnificent in his equi- 
pages, 
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pages, hou-js, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of fpeech 
with Aurungzcbe, who was often difpleafed with his 'repartees, 
particularly, when on alking his advke in the affairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free ftrain, of ccnfure on the imperial operations. 

\ 

A. H. Ill I. This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun- 
A. D. 1699, Jered Dekkan in parties, as far as Ballaghaut. 

A. H. 1112. Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to 
A.D. 1700! collect contributions, which he exacted from the zemindars of Tan- 
jote and other diftrids j but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftinv divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place. 

Dhunnab, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed * plans of treafon againfl him. Upon this, Rama 
difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own and Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Suntah returned to his 
own country, much difpleafed at their treatment; but he was 
killed in«a lurprize Ihortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and fent if^to thtf emperor. Dhunnah 
cow acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s minifter; but Perfer^, 
aiiother principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fon, 
■.'■ id Ids uncle Kerjce Hindoo Raow. 

• 

At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditions, anci 
fent his fon Kerrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rains at Dindwaftnec. The emperor would not'Iiften to Rama’a 
offers of fubiniffion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the 

fiege 
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fiege of Jinjee ; upon which Kerran was fent back to his father. 
ZoolfecCar Khan was, honoured by the title of Nufferut Jung; 
upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred rich prefents upon 
his officers and troops. • , 

p' 

‘ Njiflernt Jung marthed, and encamped before Jmjee, of which 
he began the fiege without delfly. He himfelf chofe the poft of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was flationed before the gateway 
anci on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt which was taken by foorm two days 
after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaun 
Dooee* and Nuficrut^Jung ' might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inflant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this pailage ; but« 
like many other gcherals, he wifhed to prolong the war. Indeed 
the total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effefte'd 
with cafe many years before,- but the amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecretly affifted each other to draw out the war* to a never ending 
length, for their own advantage; 'allb dreading, that when the 
emperor fhould have finally reduced Dekkan, he ^ould carry -his 
. arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not wifh to encounter the hardfhips of the 
north. ’ •• 

Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore. 
Raow Dulput, who was flationed near the gateway, carried his 
approaches to Kifhen Ghur, which joins to Jinjee, and was ad- 
vanced near thp wall, when Zoolfecckr Khan thought proper to 
recall him to his 53wn pofl, and Daood Khan was flationed at 
Chuttun Ghur. perfon having found out a path which led 
'through the woods into the fort, communicated his difeovery to 
Daood Khan, wjio went himfelf with feme attendants to furvey it, 
and finding it pafTablc, the florm was immediately ordered. Raow 
Dulput with his followers «fbon gained the outer, wall in Ipite of 
VoL. II. . O all 
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all oppofition ; upon which the befieged fled towards the citadel, 
called Caiicote, but the Raajepootes were too fwiit for thSm, and 
put to death great numbers ; alfo taking five elephants belonging 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Rauje- 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun* Ddoee, which'diad been bricked up, 

was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people. 

,116 

♦ V 

Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitants 
^jere afked foe quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe 
plunder fell to the vidors. f^imily having barricadoed 

tliemVcIvcs in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of> Jinjec, entreated 
terms ; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan cam<i hhnfelf to the gate, 
and'fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them afiurances 
of protedion and good treatment. Palanquins were fent for the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from violence j 
but one of Rama’s wives, fea’ting difiionour, threw herfelf from the 
top of the wallj^ and was dafiied to pieces on the rocks below. 
Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to colled the plunder and 
port guards j but the other amras returned to their fevcral ftations. 
About four thoufand ^omen and children were takerr, but very few 
* fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for th? whole of the for- 
tifications, though there are fix forts and a lar^e town, extenlive 
.tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given 
orders for the repair of the fort and an inveftigation of the private 
paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir Khan kelladaar for the prefont, and 
came out with Rama's women and children under fais own pro- 
tedion, to the camp. 

A. H. 1 1 J3. This year the imperial camp was overfiowesd by the rifing of the 

A, D. 1701. Beemrah, and great numbers of people .drowned i but at length his 
majefty penned a devout prayer, which upon being thmvra into the 
water, it fell infta.ntly. The prince Bahadur Shavv was appointed 
to the government of Cabul. * 


Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfcccar Khan Nuffcrut Jung was called to the prefence A. H. 1114. 
from4rcot. The cpiperor marched in perfon againft thc enemy, A. D. 170a. 
and after taking in three days the fort of Buflhnt Gurrah, lat down 
before Sittarrah,, a place of great Br^gth. Bhaow Ki/hna, a 
Mharatta chief, witH fifteen thouland horfe, crofted the river Ner- 
budda^ and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftri£ts, 
retreated. This was the firft time that a Mharatta chief had ven- 
tured to extend their depredations acroft the Nerbudda. Ranoo, 

Suntah’s fon, with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
Raow, in conjuniftion had colleded great riches by their incurfionS, 
and Rama, at the head of a vaft body, alfo committed great exceftes 
in the imperial foubah of Berar. 

Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to punilh thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfcccar Khan; who, leaving his heavy baggage at Sholapofe, 
met the prince nw the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of 
Rama, who fied before him, by the road of jE^orundeh, and croffod 
the Bcemrah into his own country. Dhunnah Vith other chiefs 
marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 
and had the khan not followed by very quick marches, they would * 
moft probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach they 
fled towards Sittariah Ghur, and being arrived near the royal camp, 
attempted the ploiider of the grand granaries j but Zoolfeccar Khan 
co min g up, gave them a total defoat. The evening of the battle 
Beheramund Khan, meer bukhfhi, joined the khan, and requefted 
that he would permit him to take the credit of the victory, in order 
to give him reputatit^ with the emperor. The khan confented j 
and accordingly th^ bukhftii and his followers, were honoured with 
the royal thanks and honorary dreffes. Some days after, Zoolfeccar 
Khan requefted an audience, and was graciouily received by the 
emperor, who difpatched him with other amras to obferve the 
enemy, and l)rpvent them ftpm committing excelTes on the baggage 
camp at Birmahpore. On his arrival, he JeaVned that Ouzbuk 

O 2 * Khan, 
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Khan» with a large convoy of money and proviiions« • was arrived at 
Roigurrah, twelve cofs.oiF, but had halted, pot daring to •advance 
through fear of the'^ enemy, who were on the vyatth for fo rich a 
prize. The khan upon this marched to join him ; then leaving the 
baggage under his charge, purfued the enem)^ four and twenty cofs 
from the mwning until nine o’clock at night, not giving them the 
fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrelhment. He then returned, and 
conducing the convoy in fafety to Birmahpore, halted fome time in 
that neighbourhood. 

ti 

Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of tjie Imall pox, was 
fucceeded by his fon Rerrun, who furvivedrhim but a fbw days, 
and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infent of only two years, 
under the guardian/hip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his 
relidence with his charge in the fortrels ^ Kalneh, and was unani- 
moufly obeyed by the other chiefe. Nimerut Jung purfued a body 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and croiTed the Beemrah at Tuljapore, 
into their counti^. 

r 

Ruttun Sing, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been fent by his 
father to manage his zemindaree, kept back the revenues to his own 
ufcj upon which Gopal Sing complained to the ’emperor, who 
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but hd would not obey. 
However after fome time ho made his fubmiffions, through Mukh- 
tar Rhan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Mahummedan 
faith i which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his, fa- 
ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difgulled at this, fled from the 
fultan Bedar Bukht’s camp, and endeavoured tet recover his country 
by rebellion j but, not lucceeding, he fought a flielter in the rana 
of Odipore’s dominions. The emperor at this time (hewed hut ' 
little favour to his faithful and moll uf^ul fubjeds the Raajepobtes, 
which greatly cooled their ardour for his fervice. 

I Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar, after croffing at Tuljapore, purfued the enemy A.H. U 15 , 
wherevO" they fled, .and had feveral fcvcre engagements, in all A. D. 1703. 
which he was vidorious. Diflcntiows had happftned between Dhun- 
nah and Ranoo ; but they now faw it fheir intereft to unite, and 
agreed to meet for a reconciliation, and to form a plan of operations, 
near Koolburga. The«khan, having purfued Dhunnah to the neigh- 
bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched 
towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference 
fixed upon by the two chiefs. Dhunnah upon this ventured to en- 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
vail body to join jiim, at 'Firofcabad, eight cofs from Koolburga. 

Being reconciled, the»two chiefs formed a regular caiiip,' near the 
ruined fort ofFiroleabad, on the banks of the Beemrah. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, though his force was comparatively fmall with that of the 
enemy, which confided oj^irty five thou&nd horfe, repeatedly de- 
feated them, and, at leri^, after a ipace of eight months, they 
were rendered unable to keep the field,' and feparating their forces, 
took flielter in the woods. After a continuance bf fome months, 

Ranoo went towards Pernalleh, and Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah. 

The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahporc upon his 
right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be- 
longing to the emperor. The rains now fet in, and the horfes, 
elephants, and canicls had been fo harafled by conllant marching 
as to be quite unferviceablc. The khan had in this laft campaign^ 
in marches, countermarches,’ and purfuits, moved above two thou- 
fand cofs, fo that the whole army was exceflively fatigued. Intel- 
ligence now arrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda- 
tions between Birmahpore and the royal camp; upon which the 
emperor ordered the khan to take poll where he thought proper 
between thefe two Rations, to keep open the communication. The 
khan afted accordingly, Ihifting his ground from place to place, as 
he faw occafibn * .Daood Khan Punnee was detached from him to 

the 
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the fojedaury of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very inaall force 

remained. . . * 

• . 

The emperor was flill engaged in beficging the fort of Sittarrah 
Ghur, which yet held out againlt his arms with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads. ^ The 
beheged alfo made feveral follies by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lols. 

' Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were iprung, and blew up about 
four hundred of the beheged who were ftatisned upon the walls of 
the fort; but Terbeut-Khan having, neglefted to give proper infor* 
mation to the troops in the (latteries, about three thoufond of them. 
With feveral chiefs of note, were killed^y the explolion : which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal difpleafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole drmy, as every one had loft a relation or friend. 
The governor of ftie fort, finding it vain to ftand out longer, begged 
quarter j and, at the interceftion of fultan Bedar Bukht, was par^* 
doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufond. • The emperor 
named this fort Azim Tarrah ; and, after ‘fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to befiege Perlee, another ftrong fortrefs not far diftant. 
Fatteh Oollah Khan was commanded to condluft the fiege, and 
having found an opportunity df planting wooden ladders on the 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an 
unfuccefsful ftorm ; but the enemy jfoon after fubmitted on capitu-> 
lation, which was granted by his majefty, at the interceftion of the 
prince Mahummud A2im Shaw. This place* was named by the 
emperor Norufs Tarrah. 

• 

A^er this, the emperor marched, though in tl^ height qf the 
rains, which was fo diftrefling to the army, that even many noble* 
men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at • 

. Bhofegurrah, 
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Bhofegurrah, which was new named Iflaum Tarrah : the prince 
Azim Shaw was fent. to Malwa, as the rana had fhewn- figns of 
difaffedtion by giving ihelter to Gopal Sing "Chanderaowt, and a 
rebellion in that 'quarter was expedted, . more efpecially as Shujaut 
Klian, the governor of Ajmere, was lately dead, and a new one 
not yef appointed. Giiazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent. to 
corredt the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifli him on his march. Vpon this account 
he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered tq 
take upon hkn the govermj(ient of Guzarat. 

Dulput Roy was Honoured with the command of the advanced 
body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun- 
nee; and though he had before kept up a force out of his ow]> 
purfe, beyond his complinawtit, he on this occalion greatly encreafed 
the number for his own reputation. 

The emperor moved to encamp at Khouadpore for the remain- 
der of the rains, which were fo violent, that the camp was over- 
flowed by the* river, and a great number of people and cattle 
perilhed. Th^ wa^rs rofe up to the gate of the royal mufle room, 
and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefty, who 
was at this time much Indiipofed with a lore in the right foot, 
which refilled all the power of medicine, amd wras very painful. 

The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad for the 
fiege of Pcrnallch, and 2foolfcccar Khan was ordered to attend him. 
He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted fome 
time on account of the overflowing of the waters ; but repeated in- 
llruiflions coming from court to proceed, the prince at length moved 
by forced marches, and fat down before Pernalleh. Zoolfeccar 
Khan made an excurfion as far as the fort of Khalneh. The 

emperor 
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emperor moved from KhouajQpOTe to Moorje> in order to give 
inftrudlions and afiift the liege. • . . 

Dhunnah ^vith a great body of MHarattas having plundered in 
the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hiimmeed ad Dien Khan 
and Munaim Khan were detached againft hifti ; but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, and 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their affiftance. The enemy fled 
immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far 
as Jugoanee in Beejapore, when they ipade a ftand, and were de- 
feated with great iofs. The next day a frelh body appeared, and 
kaow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, with 
much flaughter. Zoolfeccar Khan after this moved back with fpeed 
to Pernalleh, left the enemy Ihould attempt to difturb the fiege of 
that place. 

All the Mharatta chiefs after feme time united under Ram 
Chund Pundit^ and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and travellers without 
mercy. A number of grain merchants coining with' provifions, the 
enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five <;ofs from the camp ; 
upon which the prince fent Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their aflift- 
•ancej but the enemy being in great force, he could only ad upon 
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, whb imme- 
diately difpatched Nuflerut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing 
I larrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepootes 
killed about four hundred of the. enemy’s foot. Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole night, and ‘in the morning the 
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was much diftrpfled this year, by fatiguing' 
marches, fcarcity of provifions, and other inconvcmenpics. 


Ghazi 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan being recalled from Deogur to the pre- 
fence, was ordered to* purfue Ranoo, who committed depredations 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburga ; and allb’to punifh Ponapah 
Finder, the raow of Wakin Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien marched 
towards Koolburga, arid the emperor to carry on the fiegc of Per- 
nalleh .with greater vigour. Mucklifs Khan, fecond buklhi, died, 
and Khanehzad Khan, fon of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad, was honoured with his father’s title and the office 
of grand fteward of the imperial houfehold. When the emperor 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince with all his officers 
received the honous of an audience. Abou Houflun, the depOfed 
king of Hyderabad, diJd at this time in his confinement in the fbr- 
trefs of Dowlutabad. Dhunnah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad- 
vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enem;^ 
even invaded Khandelhe and the province of Malwa. Zoolfeccar 
Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. 

Jumlat al Moolk Aflud Khan was recalled to the prefence, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan entrufted with the charge of the baggage 
camp in his room. The fort of Pernalleh w'as at length taken, 
after which the. emperor moved with the grand camp, and cantoned 
in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund 
Khan was lent to befiege the fort of Chundun Mundun, which the, 
enemy "marched to relieve ; but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the 
night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize, 
and defeated them. The emperor now marched to befiege the fort 
of Khalneh, and was pleafed to exalt AiTud Khan to the title of 
ameer al amra. ' 

• • 

Zoolfeccar Khan again, defeated -a great body of Mharattas 

in the ncigh^jourhood of Porundeh, and at feveral other places. 
During this purfuit, he pafled through part of Berar, which was 
much laid wafte by the enemy ; but they had Ipared fotne pergun- 
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tialxs, the zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the 
choutc. The landholders of Berar and ■ Khandeflie joined the 
enemy, to the number of lixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force was but fmall, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Berar, durft not move from Elichpore, the capital of. the pro- 
vince, out of dread of the enemy ; upon v/hich the khan marched 
to witliin ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him to join j which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmiiled. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervice, would not com- 
ply with his requeft. 

< 

I 

One day, the khan having made a tedibus forced march, came 
to an eminence where he deligned to halt for the night; but per- 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was difpatched to attack 
it with his advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupport him 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
fled feventeen qofs without once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the khan’s arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan, 
fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifreh Khan, but this nobleman 
would not move the frnalleft difrance with hin\ out ^of his difrri(fr5, 
fo that Zoolfeccar Khan was left with not more than three thoufand 
horfe. Notwithftanding, he frill purfued the enemy, who amounted 
to about fixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafr Ghur, in the ^Hyder- 
abad country. It is the cufrom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 
the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefont 
crifis, but were as often repvilfed by the bravery of Ram Sing 
Harrah and Dulput Raow. • 

Zoolfeccar having in tha "purfuit expended liioft of his ammu- 
nition, found it advifoable to retire to Mahummudabad Bieder for 
frelh fupplies, which having procured, he again marched after the 
’ enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 

river 
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river Baumgunga ; after which they feparated, and fled to the hills 
in diiFerctft bodies. They foon again threatened Berar, but Zool- 
feccar Khan, by ‘forced marches, advanced to the borders of that 
province, when they thought proper to retreat. At this time, from 
the river Nerbudda, through all Dckkan, Khandefhe, Berar, and 
Kokun,,in every diftriA,*the Mharattas fwarmed like ants or locufts. 

It may not be unneceflfaiy to mention the caufes of the encreafe of 
thefe plunderers, who, though always defeated by the royal troops 
in the field, yet by their fudden inroads often laid whole diftrids 

wafte, before armies could arrive to punilh them. 

* • 

• 

In the reign of Shaw Jehaun the government of provinces was 
lodged with amras of the firft rank, who kept a large force on foot, 
but were now held by new nobles, of inferior rank, poor, and ^ 
rapacious, who neglected to maintain proper troops, and at the 
fame time opprefled the people. The zemindars would not obey 
fojedaurs without troops, and became rebellious, ahd remifs in their 
payments. As the fojedaurs could not force them, tliey were glad 
to content themfelvcs with what they could get ; anti in order to 
lead a quiet life, entered into fecret agreements with them, and 

winked at their difobedience, which made them ftill more infolent. 

• • 

In the countries dependant on Hyderabad and Beejapore, which ^ 
before their conqueft maintained above two hundred thoufand horic, 
there were not now flationed above thirty four thoufand. The 
jaghiredars could not get pofleflion of their jaghires for want of 
troops i and if they did, their holding them for any time was lo 
uncertain, that they did not confider the eafe of the farmers, but 
opprefled them for money by every mode that avarice could devife, 
fa that they entered into combinations with the enemy. While the 
newly conquered countries were thus unlettled, the antient terri- 
tories of Dekkarf were not lefs troubled by the tyranny of governors, 
and the frequent changes of them and the jaghireilars, who were 
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obliged not only to fupply their own neceffities, but fiimilh krgc 
bribes to the civil officers about the court. .. It was rcprdented to 
the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy with the 
enemy j upon which' he ordered all their weapons of defence to be 
feized, and this left them an eafy prey to ‘invaders, whom at laft 
they joined for fclf-fecurity. * 

Contributions were then colledled in lieu of regular revenues, 
, and the parties fent every where to colled fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excels. Added to this, the col- 
ledtors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from’ the 
farmers, and accounted but for fmall fums with the royal trealury. 
Whenever the emperor appointed a jaghiredar, the Mharattas ap- 
.pointed another to the jilime diftrid, and both colledted as they 
found opportunity ; fo that, in fad, every place had two maflers. 
The farmers, thus opprefled, left off cultivating more ground than 
would barely fuljfift them, and in their turns became plunderers 
for want of employment. 

The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortrefles, 
they were left without any refource but plunder, out of which they 
paid a fliare to their chief, the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difaffeded zemindars joined them, fo thot they amounted to above 
an hundred thouland horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of their 
revenues from the jaghires, had recourfe to falfe muflers, and did 
not keep up above half their compliments of men ; fo that detach- 
ments could not be fent every where to punifh the invaders, and 
the grand army was always employed in fieges, which left the 
Mharattas at liberty to plunder almoft without moleftationj but 
particularly during the fiege of Khalneh, their exceffes were un- 
bounded. They flopped every communication^ of fupply to the 
imperial camp, where numbers perifhed by famine ; and their info- 
lence grew to.fuch a pitch, that they®once a week offered up mock 
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prayers for the long life of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making 
war was lo favourable to their invafions and depredations. Added 
to this, the imperial troops were tired out with a conftant campaign 
of above twenty years, and grew difgulled and remifs in their duty. 

Zoolfeccar Kfian, during fix months, had nineteen adions with 
the enemy, and purfued them from place to place, above three 
thoufand cofs, in marches and countermarches. 

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped for fome time near Satoor, and thm 
made incurfions to the Neighbourhood of Kundanch, where the 
Mharattas had fixed iheir cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now 
fell into the emperor’s hands, when, notwithftanding the height of 
the rains, he moved to Bahadur Ghur. This march was attended 
with fo many ineonveniences, that even the emperor's tents were 
often le^t far in the rear, and bodies of the enemy plundered part 
of the baggage, which, through the fatigue of the elephants, 
camels, and bullocks, were left behind in differeht places. Zool- 
feccar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggun in purfuit of the 
enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter. Behc- 
ramund Khan, meer bukhflii, one of Aurungzebe’s oldeft nobility 
and friends, ‘ dying was buried at his own requefi: in a final I 
tomb at Bahadur Ghur. , He was fucceeded in his office by Zool- 
feccar Khan Nuflerut Jung, who, notwithftanding this appoint- 
ment, continued in the command of the army againft the Mharattas, 
and Muttullub Khan afted as his deputy in the prefence. 

The depredations of a large body of the enemy near the royal 
camp were encreafing daily, and fome of the imperial elephants 
were carried off from their foraging ground, at only two cofs diftant 
from it. Mahummud Ameen Khan Toqranee, fuddur al fuddoor, 
was fent to recover them, but the enemy prefled him fo hard, that 
his elephants, horfes, canwls, and baggage, fell into their hands. 
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He himfelf with the greateft difficulty efcaped alone into a village, 
from which he travelled in a common hackegr to Chumarcondeh, 
where the fojedaur ffipplied liim with necelTary conveyance to the 
royal camp. Aurungzebe however received him gracioufly, and 
confen-ed many favours upon him. The empefpr after this marched 
to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh .Oollah Khan was fent 
to conduct the artilleiy from Khalneh. He was hard pufhed by the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar Khan arrived in time to 
his affiflance, and it was refolved to punifli Dhunnah effedlually. 
At this inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen Koollich Khan, 
fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore,* was arrived on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, fixteen cofs from the city, and that % large body of Mha- 
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him^ Zoolfwcar, 
upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon his 
anival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich Khan had fafely gained 
tlic fort of Mudkul, 'and Dhunnah, being difappointed, h^d gone 
towards the neighboorhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan was at the head of an army to punifli the enemy, he did not 
move to the affifiance of his fbn. Upon his arrival at Koolburga, 
Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to the prefence. At this 
time the emperor was employed in the fiege of Kundaneh, where 
'Ferbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had eledled his batteries 
on die fame hill, that the Maharajah Jel%unt Sing had formerly 
ddne. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly 
received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the fide of Sewa- 
porc. Many days had not palled, when intelligence arrived that a 
body of Mharattas, having crofled the Nerbudda, were committing 
depredations near Oojein, and that the A^liauns ,of Malwa had alfo 
raifed a rebellion ; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to 
march for the defence of that countiy. Raow Dulput was now 
promoted to the rank of three thoufand. * Ghazi ad Dien Khan was 
appointed to the government of Berar, and to defend! the country 
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of Telingana, when he fixed his cantonments clofe to the fort of 

Candahar. . * . . 

• * • 

The emperor ftill lay before Kund&neh. Sultan Mahummud 
Bedar Bukht was app6inte(f to the government of Aurungabad and 
Boorahanpore. The enemy, after plundering the environs of the 
laft mentioned city, crofled the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and Rufium Khan Dekkanee 
were detached againft them by the prince, yet no advantage was 
gained ; upon which the joyal orders were ilTued, that the prjnce 
and Zoolfeccar Khan ftiould a<5t in conjundtion. 

The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Alimerdan Khan for the defence of Boorahanpore, and Zoolfeccar 
Khan detached Ruftum Khan Dekkanee for the protedtion of Berar. 
Intelligence arrived, that the enemy under Dhunnah's fon had be- 
liegcd Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar ,Khan marched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had 
gone to Buggfillana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at 
Ambolah, where RAgnoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fojedaur of Goollhunabad, 
maintained a body of robbers, and carried on an open traffick un-?" 
molefted with merchants, for fte effedts plundered by his people, 
but he found means to evade the khan’s difpleafure. 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with intentions to infeil the environs 
of the royal camp,* but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches 
hafiening to Nerool, prevented his putting his defign into execu- 
tion. The fort of Kundanel^ was now given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a,fum of money. The enemy foon after this plun- 
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Zoolfeccar 
Khan as often repulfcd them as they dared to approach. About this 

time 
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time negotiations were carried on by fultan Kaum Bukhfh with the 
enemy for a peace, ^nd Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah 
Bar, and entrufted to the care of the prince ; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrength, and plundered at pleafure all 
the provinces of Dekkan, were fo infolent In their demands, that 
all thoughts of accommodation were foon agiin laid afide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar Khan was dif- 
patched into Khandeflic, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas 
committed great depredations. 

The emperor, after the fall of Kundanch, cantoned in the town 
of Poonali i but, owing to the plunders of thfc enemy, grain was fo 
dear in the royal camp, that only three feer could be had for a 
lupee. A great drought had alfo happened in all the provinces 
of Dekkan, fo that there was little cultivation, and many of the 
inhabitants fought ^an afylum acrofs the Nerbudda. The emperor’s 
affiiirs vifibly declined, and the enemy roamed at large in every 
quarter. Zoolfeccar Khan moved by rapid marches to the neigh- 
bourhood of Boorahanpore, when they fled into Berar ; and Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan being entrufted with the protedlion of that province, 
he did not purfue them, but agreeable to the imperial orders marched 
to prote<ft Aurangabad and Aiimednuggur. 

r 

Though provifions were beyond*^ expreflion fcarce in the royal 
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of 
Raujeghur ; and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third 
bukhfhi, was ordered to prote<tt the grand baggage camp at Bahadur 
Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of grain, of which he had 
colledled a great quantity, arrived fafely at the royal camp, and 
was promoted to additional rank for thjs fervice. The Mharattas in 
Berar, having completely defeated Rultum Khan. crofTed the Ner- 
budda i upon which Ghazi ad Dien Khan marched after them, and 
orders were fent to the munfubdars of Malwa to colled and oppofe 

them. 
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them,* The prince Mahummud Bedar Bukht was alfo ordered to 
crofs tht? Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to proted: Aurangabad 
and Boorahanpofe, till his return. • 

$ 

Negotiations towands the fettlement of a peace were ftill carried 
on, through the fultan«Kauni Bukhfli, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who 
only entered l^to them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after crofling the Nerbudda, plundered the province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal anns. • 

• * 

Zoolfeccar Khan eaicamped on the banks of the Gung, and the 

prince £edar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for 
Ibme time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 
Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Chamber j but, on 
account of the rains, halted within fourtceq cofs. Raow Dulput 
efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as far as Ahmednuggur, in the 
way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkee, a grandfon to the Perfian 
emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, frbm whence he fent a 
petition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his 
arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horle, 

and the title of Mirt:a Suffavec Khan. 

• 

Zoolfeccar Khan detached^pulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrak 
in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incurfions to the vicinity of 
Bcejapore.and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thefice into 
Khandelhe, where they completely defeated' and obliged them to 
evacuate that province entirely, taking a great number of their 
horfes and arms ; after which they returned to Aurangabad. 

Neema Sindiah, who li^d quarrelled with Dhunnah, feparated 
from him; and Crofling the Nerbudda, as before mentioned, plun- 
dered the province of Malwa as far as Seronje, at the infrigation of 
VoL. II. ’ ' the 
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the rebel raja Suttcrfal Bondela ; but they did not long agree to- 
gether. The imperial orders had been lent for the priilce Bedar 
Bukht to purfue the Invader, but he was delayed, and Ghazi ad 
Dien Khan Ferofe Jung,, after punilhing the Mharattas in Berar, 
left his baggage at Boorahanpore, and moved by quick marches to 
Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrival; but the 
khan wrote to court that he had gained a vidtory, wfBch pleafed the 
emperor fo much that he immediately conferred upon him the title 
of Sippaeh Sallar, and many favours on all his principal officers ; 

' but they were withdrawn on ffie truth being made known, and he 
returl^ll to his government in Berar. Dulput .Raow agreeably to 
the orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, condudted the fomily of the prince 
to Boorahanpore, and then returned. Roh Oollah Khan, grand 
fteward of the imperial houlehold and treafurer of the privy purlc. 
Ton to the deceafed nobleman of the fame ■ name, died about this 
time. The emperor himfelf was taken very ill, but recovered in a 
fhort time. A grbat fcarcity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan. 
The imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vafl; caravan, 
having arrived from Hindoollan at Aurungabad^ Raow Dulput 
and Ram Sing . Harrah efcorted them at two difierent times to 
Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon 
to the late ameer al amra, who was fojedaur of Carnatic Bee- 
japore, was called to the prefence, and di'ilinguilhed by the 
poft of grand Reward of the houlehold. Two caravans, one 
foon after another, coming from HindooRan towards Aurunga- 
bad, were both greatly plundered by the Mharattas near the pals 
of Ferdapore, lb that the army, by thefc difaRers and the waRe 
of the jaghires by the enemy, were exceedingly diRreflfed for all the 
neceflaries of life. The Mharattas, by their frequent fuccelsful 
plunders, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced' 
clofe to the city of Hyderabad, witlK intentions to lay it waRe, 
Dhunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo roamed at large ih the Carnatic, 
where Daood Khan, an ameer of five thoufiuxd, deputy of Zoolfeccar 

Khan, 
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Khao, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was 
in Dekkan, and jiboye bne hundred and feventy thoui&nd horfe were 
paid for by him in the camp and the provihees, yet they did not 
fuffice. The powers of government becalne relax in every quarter. 
Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kerroofs to punifh 
Ponapah Pindqr, who Iiad rebelled in the diftridls of Wakin Kerah, 
and entertained evil defigns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The enemy 
made an attack on the imperial baggage near Bahadur Ghurj and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities ofr 
valuable effefts. Their infolencies were greater than- in the Jaft 
year, fo that the ^ands round all the capital cities were totally 
wafte, and lay uncultivated. Neema Sindia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the countiy of Nagpore, but the 
zemindars united, and prevented his defign. The Mharattas retook' 
feveral fortrefles that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par- 
ticularly the ftrong fort of Loeh Ghur, The prince Bedar Bukht 
had, agreeably ,to the imperial orders, gone to Oojein, fo that there 
did not remain'a force at Boorahanpore to furnilh ^fcorts for the 
caravans which came from Hindooftan; upon which Zoolfeccar 
Khan marched witli his army to that city, and after punilhing a 
body of the enemy, -who were on the watch for plunder, conduced 
the treafure and fupplies to Aurungabad. His force being but fmalJ, 
he was obliged to requeft’a reinforcement for the defence of that 
city. Accordingly, Mogul Khan Tooranee was detached to join 
him for this purpofe, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving hina there, 
marched with a large convoy of treafure and fupplies to the imperial 
camp. 

The emperor was ftUl engaged ' againft the rebels of Wakin A.FI. iii8 
kerah, but the roads all ro^d were crowded with large bodies of A. D. 1706 
the enemy j yet iuch was 'their dread of Zoolfeccar Khan, that, 
whenever he approached, they fled inftantly to the.diftance of thirty 
five or forty cofs } and he c^orted his convoy in faftty to the royal 

2 camp. 



AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


camp. The emperor encamped about a cofs from the fort of Wakin 
Kerah, and ordered Cheen Koollich Khan, Hummeed ad Dicn Khan, 
Terbcut Khan, commaChder of the artillery and others, to condudt the 
liege. They accordingly faifed two large mounds of earth near the . 
gateway, which were immediately occupieci by the troops of the 
fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh. Cheen Koollich Khan atiempt- 
ed, but in vain, to get po/Tefhon of a hill on another quarter of the 
fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, w’ho fallled out in 
great numbers. Hummeed ad Dien Khan alfo was obliged to quit 
his /lation, and with difficulty rega'med the camp. Dhunnah, with 
other chiefs, having colledited about live tlioufand horfe and five and 
twenty thoufand foot, infefted the neighbourhood. An entrench- 
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. The enemy made fuch 
powerful fallies from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets, 
that not a lingle perfon durft venture out of the camp. Detachments 
from it were repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and 
Ibragc became pinching to the lall degree. The caufe of thele 
dilgraces was, that the prefent race of amras, out of avarice, folly, 
and inexperience, neglcdted the veterans and their fons, and mounted 
as cavalry their own timid, flothful, menials and Haves, whole 
fighting and running aw ay became fynonymous terms.. The deceit- 
ful Pinderrehs made propofals of peace, through the prince Kaum 
Sukhlh and Cheen Koollich Khan ; but,* though the emperor re- 
peatedly difapproved of them, they frill continued their importunate 
felicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy’s 
cncrcafing fuperiority. 

At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on hi^ march with fupplies 
from Aurungabad. The emperor fent repeated orders to hafren him 
and Daood Khan to the prefence i and, for the prefent, regarding 
the fears of the amras about his peridn, feemingly lifrened to the 
propofals of the pnemy, and befrowed khelauts on Ponapah, with 
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an elephant, and gave feme jewels to his mother. Mohtufhum 
Khan was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar Khan being 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracioufly received by Aurnngzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againft the Mharattas and 
Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Ram 
Sing Plarrah, and othfir chiefs, moved to the fpot where the befieged 
had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural flrength of the place and their 
numbers, made a great Ihew of refiftance ; but the khan foon drove 
them away with a very great flaughter, upon which they fied for 
flielter to Tulwarrch, clofe under the hill near the gate of the* fort. 
Zoolfeccar drove oftier bodies from feveral polls, killing great 
numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral of his own men, who 
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who 
remained all the while an inadlive fpeftator, and who, if he had 
joined in the affaults, might have been of great fervice, complained 
on his return that he was not aflilled by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was 
believed by his majefty. The next day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix 
on proper places for creeling batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
came out to djapofe him, but were foon repulfed by Dulput Raow, 
and fled to the hill. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee 
joined from the Carnatic, and Zoolfeccar Khan with his troops and 
fome other amras gained polTeflion of two eminences near the gJjJe. 
Jumlheed Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, was killed by a ball in 
the attack. Day and night were now employed in ere<3.ing batteries. 
Intelligence arrived, that Kunnoput, who was advancing with a 
large body of Mharattas to relieve the fort, had died on the march, 
and that the lately* conquered fort of Kundaneh was retaken by tlic 
enemy. The belieged, who were now greatly alarmed at the gal- 
lantry and fuccels of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious propofals ot 
fubmiflion i anc^the prince^aum Bukhfh with Cheen Koollich Khan 
were ordered to examine them, and manage the negotiatio/i i but 

• . this 



AURUNGztBE’a OPERATION'S IN DEKKAN. 


this did not prevent Zoolieccar Khan> who was not to be diverted by 
their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilities. He ‘divided 
his array into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the 
town of Tulwarreh, clofc uaider the fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody aflault. The enemy then took fhclter in the fort, and 
annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquetty from the walls, but 
to no purpofe ; fb that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite diflieartened, made their efcape by a private road 
behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls 
had ceafed, and hearing no noife, ventured up to the fort, and 
finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. Munfoor Khan was ordered 
to take pofleflion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent* to inform and con- 
gratulate the emperor. The fire continued burning the whole night 
and the next day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed 
many people. An accident of the fame kind happened the next 
day alfo. The fort of Wakin Kerah is of no great ftrength, but 
requires a very large garrifon to defend it. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this viflory, 
the praife of wliicli was beftowed upon others, who hhd no fhare in 
it, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reprove the khan for 
having let the enemy efcape unmolefted. The royal ear indeed had 
long been poflefied by a few defigning men,* who diverted him from 
attending to his moll ufeful fervants, which gave much difguft, and 
weakened the affections of the army to the royal perfon. 

$ 

Zoolfeccar Khan was fent to punifh the zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Khankernee, and to efcort the imperial elephants and 
horfes to Aurungabad. Terbeut Khan was difpaichcd with an army 
to retake Kundaneh, about three cofs from which the emperor now ’ 
ereiled cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, ufter fettli^3lg the contribu- 
tions ofKoolburgaAnd other places, moved to Aurungabad, where 
• * he 
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he remained fome time, and difpatched Mogul Khan withtreafure 
and fupplies to the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema 
Sindia was plundering the pergunnah of Bertoo, five and twenty 
cofs from Aurungabad, though Zoolfeccir Khan had fent great part 
of his troops to efcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not wait 
for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled 
as he approached. He did not give over the purfuit, but followed 
them to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a ftand, 
and were completely defeated, with the loft of feveral of their chiefs, 
and all their baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the vidors, 
who returned in tijumph to Aurungabad. This was that body 0/ the 
enemy who had laid v^e the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoned to die imperial prefence, 
but being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time. 

Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved there to keep the Ramazan. 
Seyadut Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a (mail party from 
the camp, was made prifoner by a body of the enemy. The em- 
peror at this time was taken dangeroufly ill ; upon which the prince 
Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great haftc from Guzarat 
to die prefence. ' 

Zoolfeccar Khan with Terb'eut Khan, meer atufli, was fent 
with a confidcrable army to retake Kundanehj and raja Saooh, 
San\bah’s fon, who had been confined long in the Ruggelah Bar, 
was delivered over to his cuftody. Roy Bhan Bhoflela Mharatta, 
who had been raifed<o the rank of fix thoufand, was alfo fent with 
him, in hopes that by his means the other chiefs might be prevailed 
Upon to fulwnit and conclude a peace. Zoolfeccar Khan entrufted 
the guard over Raja Saooh fyed Ghuzunfir Khan. The emperor 
gave inftruftions, that as diflentions had now broken out among the 

• • Mharattas, 
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Mharattas, letters Hiould be written from Raja Saooh to invite dieth 
to fubmit. TJiis was done, but without effect. Ten thoufaiid were 
(truck off from the rank of fultan Kaum Buklilh, ' who had been 
guilty of fome undutiful behaviour. 

Aurungzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line. 
Hummeed ad Dien Klian was ordered to repulfe them } but he com- 
mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifoners. The enemy then charged the bag- 
gage, and carried off a vaft plunder ; but when ^he emperor’s train 
came in fight, they, as if (truck with awe abthe tremendous pomp 
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diftance, which was 
at this period the greateft good fortune. The royal camp halted 
under the walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt, 

being much diftreffed in his circumftances, deferted to the enemy. 

# 

Dhunnah Jalloo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, witli otlier 
Mharatta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 
but were bravely lepulfed and. obliged to fly by Khan Aulum, fon 
of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfcccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun- 
daneh, and the befieged capitulated through the mediation of Ram 
Sing Harrah, at whofe requeft they were allowed to depart in 
fafety. 

There are above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Khan 
was appointed kclladaar, but proper (lores of provifions could not be 
(pared for its fupport ; and this was the cafe with all the forts which 
had been taken in Oekkan, where the long, wars and continual depre- 
dations had rendered all the neceflaries of life exceedingly (career 
The prince Mahummud Azim Sha^\ arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had an affecting meeting with the emperor, 

' Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim Khan, ion of the late Alimerdan Khan, was removed 
from the government pf Caflunire and appointed to that of Guzarat, 
of which the prince Bedar Bukht was ordered to take charge until 
his arrival, and puniih the rebel Anoo^iund, who, from being a 
feller of drams, ^ had *pra£tifed robbing, and by his fucceffes raifed 
himfelf to the ISdmmaad of a large body of banditti, with whom he 
had joined the Mharattas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unprotected, had entered the province, 
where he defeated and took prilbner Nuzzer Ali Khan, the. foje- 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer- 
chants arid banker^s, whoni he plundered of an immenfc booty,* and 

made a fecure retreat with his prize. 

* 

Great bodies of banditti plundered at diicretion about Aurungabad, 
and the zemindars of Multan and Tatta rebelled, but were quelled by 
fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion difpkyed great gallantry 
and conduct. iGian Aulum was fent to proteCt the ’province of Malwa, 
and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive 
the enemy from Aurungabad. Zoolfijccar Khan lent his baggage into 
Ahmednugguri and moved by forced marches, but upon his arrival 
near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another way 
to the banks of the Gung. Ghazi ad Dien Khan had remained all 
this while inactive, only ten cofs from the enemy’s camp. Zoolfeccar 
Khan Hill purfued them without remiflion, and at laft they crofled 
the Beemrah into their own diftriCls; upon which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fetting in, he returned to the imperial 
camp. His troops in this purfuit fuffered every hardfhip from want 
of provifions and excelfive fatigue. He next marched tow'ards the 
fort ,o( Mooije, upon which Dhunnah crofled the Kiftnah. Intel- 
* ligence arrived, that Ponapah Pinderreh and Hindoo Raow had 
poflefled themfejves of th<r' fort of Bilcondah, belonging to Becja- 
porc, and taken the kelladaar prilbner j alfb that the fort ofBuf- 
VaL. II. ' R • funt 
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funt Ghur had fallen into their hands. Daood Khan recovered the 
former to the imperial poiTedion. Seyadut Khan procured hio releafe 
from the enemy for 'a large fum of money, but hfe was rendered 
blind of both eyes from tl\|5 wounds he had received. Zoolfeccar 
Khan encamped, on account of the rains, within twelve cofs of 
Moorje, but was fo diflrelTed for providons that his cavalry became 
almoll unfit for fervice. 

When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againft Can- 
dahar, he gave the foldiery two years’ pay in advance, and fent 
two years of grain with the army. During hise whole reign, the 
Angle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung- 
zebe’s reign had been a continued war, and now, even in the royal 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithfianding the vicinity of the Ki'ftnah, 
fcarce any provifions could be obtained. 

Zoolfeccar after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 
the Beejaporc countiy, and the khan followed him to the banks of 
the Kiftnah. Yhe Pinderrehs took Velore, which however was 
foon again retaken by Terbeut Khan. Sultan. MahUmmud Akber 
died this year in Perfia. A great caravan, very/ich, coming from 
Aurungabad was totally plundered, and every thing carried oft* by a 
body of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the imperial 
camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli was promoted, 'honoured 
with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore ; and at 
parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted 'him to beat the nobut 
from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of die fame , month, 
Zeehidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched* 
towards Malwa. Rama’s widow, wlA- had gresj^ power among 
the Adharattas, wiflied to confine Hindoo Raow, but he took re- 
♦ * fuge 
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fage in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered all his effefts, 
and cloTely befieged him j upon which he fcnt to beg ailiilance of 
Zoolfeccar Khari, who croffed the Kiftnah, and, leaving his bag- 
gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched ^gainil Dhunnah, who fl^d 
upon his approach, when Hindoo Raow took fhelter in his own 
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 

A few days after this the emperor was feized with his laft 
illnefs, which encrcafed every hour, and alarming reports prevailed; 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeekaud, in the fiftietfi A. H. 1118. 
year and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain life of'toil, A. D. 1707. 
for one of blifsful repatfe. 


END OE AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS JN DEKKAN. 
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ERADUT KHAN 




APOLOGY. 


A. GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having 
been formerly printed off in the year i-86, and fufficient re- 
maining on hand for tHfc purpofe, I hope my readers will ex- 
cufo their being bound up in the order of connecftion and time. 
To my liberal friends, the regular numbering of pages will, I 
truft, be of Icfs moment than the contents j the reprinting of 
which would have added very greatly to my expcnfe, and 
but little to their accommodation ; efpecially as Eradut Khan 
gives a much more fatisfadtory account of tranfadlions than any 
other writer of thf; fame period, whom I could have tranhatcd 
in his place. ... 

I 

The following account of the author of the Memoirs is 
taken from the * Maffer al Amra, or Biography of Nobility, 
.written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime 
ininifler to Sullabut Jung, brother and predeccfTor in power to 
the prefent Nazim of Dekkan. 

Meer 

• Which I had not fccn, till favoured with it lately by Mr. R. Johnfon, 
who, in his relidency with the nizam at Hyderabad, colleiled many cuiious 
Pcrlian manuferipts relative to Dekkan^ which he wi.h great liberality has 
permitted me to make ufe of. 



APOLOGY. 


Mcer Moobaric Oollah Eradut Khan Wazeh, was^ the fon of 
• Ifauk Khan, fon of Azim Khan. Both his grandfather and 
father were noblemen of high rank. The former was Meer 
Bukhfhi to the emperor Jehaungecr, an^ the latter held various 
offices of importance under Shaw Jehaain and. Aulumgeer. He 
died foon after his appointment to the government of Oude. 
His title was alfo Eradut Khan. One of his fons (our author) 
had his title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year 
of Aulumgeer was appointed fojed^ur of Jagnch, and at other 
periods, of Aurungabad and Mando in Mahva. In the reign of 
Shaw Aulum he was governor of the T)oab, and the intimate 
friend of Moazim Khan Vizier. He died in the time of Ferokh- 
fere. His abilities as a poet were great, and he left a volume 
of poems behind him. His fon was honoured by the title of 
Hoffiedaur Khan, and afterwards with that of Eradut Khan, and 
the fojedaury of Doohiperayeah in the province of Malwa. In 
the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to 
Dekkan, and after the victory over Mubariz Khan was appoint- 
ed dewan of Dekkan, with the rank of four thoufand. He was 
afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year 1157, 

• [A. D. 1744.] He had many fons, moH of whom died in his 
life time. His eldeil furviving fon,’ Hafiz Khan, fucceeded him 
in the government of Koolburga, which he held -at thp time' 
Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote the Biography of the Amras. 


* Afterwards entitled Keffaiut Kban. 
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T O 

WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. 

•S I R, 

P ERMIT me to dedicate this Traiiflation to you, 
who fo amply patroijized my attempts to make 
myfelf ufefuf to my honourable employers, when in. 
India. The diftindtion you were pleafed to confer upon 
me, by an appointment in your family, and the fav^our 
of your friendflaip, I Ihall ever regard as honours of 

which I may reafonably boaft : and I ttuft a time will 

•• 

come, when far more- important pages than mine will 
acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with 
the name of ^Iastings. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

^ And grateful humble fervant, 

London, ^ 
xathMay, 1786. 
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JONATHAN SCOTT. 



ERRATA. 

Page ' « 

29, line 2.0, for mefluage, read meflage. 

30, line 24, for Raiijepoet, read Raujpoot. ‘ 

51, line a, in the notes, for mizid, read miizjld. 

line 10, Bahadar, Baliadur. 

54, line a, for Soubadacy, read Soubadary. 

83, in the notes, for Yemmum, Yemmun. 

89, line 8, and I^ownan, tfWDowran, Dowraun, 
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I A ij L ;j layeth the compiler of tlicfc records and ^ 
B events, an iuimble aiul finful lla\c, ' Moobaric 
C>ollah ^ Eradut Khan Wazeh, fon. of the 
fcrcd in mercy, ' Keffaiut Khan, writer of tlic ' Shekeft : 
Vfhen I had dninic'd tlic Kulmaul Alccaiit, it entered my 
mind to flraw iip a concife relation of whar events had 
ha])pi.TKd Ut while 1 Ava^^. i onipolhitL that \' oik. 

' 'Mo-:' ; ' i.ify, fignifying Tiu' I' ..sriiT il LorJ. 

Jii, ' ioh* >n 1 whicli he chol'c :j liiiiifcir \v ii.> poesn'^ ^ , 

' ' i'.n'itin .tiJihuiA always ufc one* 

! ;a I v licii mcntioniiig; a deccafeHi pciil-n, !;icvoi C.', iVcli a ore \v)h3 

- < I, Im;- ; o:k’ filc)u•^^;d ill incrcv, received in paidon, or Ionic fimilar cxprel- 
■‘Ml. . I. c:-ii...ning adcccall’d ince, they fay the piimp wliofc feat it* inParadife. 

1 bi I vicoahlc. * 

^ i'hc br oken generally ufed in hufincfs. 

Sublime L’iLourfes. Vb'i work I never couU obtain, thoiigb J ciade 

it;, it iOtuirv .tftri ■», * * » 


a 


1 have 
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ORIGINAL PREFACE. 


1 have obferved, that delightful fcenes, and the fociety 
of friends, are not fo ftriking at the time df enjoyment, as 

I 

aftcrwai'ds, when refle(51:ed in the mirror of recollection. 
On this account, I write down moft palling occurrences ; 
and whenever I penife them, or ruminate ujx)!! them, a 
particular feeling, a furpriling pleafurc and aflonilhing 
extafy, jircvail in my mind. My writings alfo ferve as a 

. memorial to my friends.. 

• « 

. i 

During the fliort period of my age, which has this day 

arrived at the fixty-fourth year, and the 1 1 26''’ of the holy 

A.c. 1715.* Hijhera, fuch wonders of time, fuch aftonifliing marks of 

the pow'er of the Creator of night and day in the vicifli- 

tudes of WQiidly affairs, the deftruCtion of empires, the 

deaths of many princes, the ruin of ancient houfes and 

noble families, the fall of worthy men, nnd rife of the 

unwoithy, have been beheld by me, .as have not been 

mentioned by biftory to have occurred, in fuch number 
# • 

or fucce fliort, - in a thoufand years. 

As, on account of my office, and being engaged in 
thefe tranfaitions, I have obtained a perfeCt knowledge of 
the fources of moil events, and w'hat, to others, even in- 
formation of mufl; be difficult, was planned and executed 
in my light ; and as I was a fliarer, as well as fpeClator, 
' 4 of 
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of all the dangers and troubles, *1 have therefore recorded 
them. 

My intention, however, not being to compile a hiftory 
of kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fuch events 
as happened within my own knowledge, I have therefore, 
preferably to a difplay of learning in lofty phrafes and 
pompous metaphors, chofen a plain ftyle, fuch as a friend,,^ 
writing to a friend, would ufe for the purpofe of infor- 
mation. Indeed, if •propriety is confulted, loftinefs of 
ftyle is unfit for plain truth, which, pure in itfelf, requires 
only a ftmple delineation. I hope, therefore, that my 
readers will not loofen the reins of impartiality from their 
hands, nor call my modefty, ignorance. 


T O 





L xii 3 


TO T H E 

R E A D ' E R. 


I T will be necelTary to remeoiber, that Aurungzebe is 
the fame perfon with Aulumgeer. He took the latter 
title on his accefiion to the throne, agreeable to the cuftoni 
of the eaftern princes, who always aflvime a new one on 
that occalion. 

It is hopecl that the number of notes will not prove 

• • 

tedious, nor perplex the reader’s attention. Some, per- 
haps, may appear trivial to thofe whofC local knowledge 
renders fuch alliftance, to them, * unnccefTary ; but, as 
their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who 
rcqaiire it, the tranllator requefts the indulgence of the. fc^^’, 
in compliment to the many. 


MEMOIRS 



M E . M O I R S 

OF THE 

MOGUL EMPIRE, 

B Y 

ERADUT KHAN WAZEH. 


I SHALL begin my narration from the time of niy removal from 
the command of the fortrefs of ' Imteeauz Gur. For the 
duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendered me 
incapable of paying j bttf , as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my '• cfcape from among them in the beft manner I could, with 
my family. 

On account of my diftreffed cii cumftances, and the great diftance 
of my late commaftd from the Imperial camp, in order that I 

• An important fortrefs in Dckkan, or the fouthern part of IJutJoftaii. It is callcJ 
Oodnch by the Hintloos, and is nc^w in poffeflion of the AlharatLis, who retook it loon 
after th*£ death of the Emperor Aulumgeer. 

* Xo be obliged to fly from thcii^own troops, is frequently thrf cafe with the noble* 
of HinJollan, on recall irom ofiLc, or other emergency, as they generally keep up 
more than they can pay with regularity- 

B might 
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might tiiike fome repofe, his majefty had conferred upon me the 
government of * Ahfllinabad Koolburgah, ^here ,I remained one 
month} and then, leaving my dcareft Ion, ‘Huddaiut Oolla, as 
my deputy in that Ration, I proceeded with a few followers to the 
* Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in “^Pargur, while his. 
majeRy was engaged in the reduftion of * Kundaneh. He* ihewed 
me much favour, nor had any change taken place in his eReem 
and regard towards me. I was Rationed, during the liege, four 
. cofs diRant from the camp, on the only road of communication then 
left, as I had been fuccefsfully employed on thr: like fervice, fince 
the commencement of the reduction of Dekkan, at ‘'Begapore, 
’ Hyderabad, and other places. Though the enemy now was very 
Tiumerous, and plundered even to the Hurts of the camp, yet, by 
the divine ailiRance, 1 maintained my poR with a very trifling force. 
For this fervice, 1 was honoured with much applaufe by his ma> 
jeRy, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional 
rank was allb conferred, as a reward, on my deareR fon, and other 
relations, at Koolburgah. 

* A city, formerly the capital of the Bhamenee fovcrcigna of Dekkan, Ferilhta's 
Hiftory of whom, and the fueceeding Dynafties, has been tranflated, and will one day 
be oiFered to the public, Ihould their approbation await this attempt. It is now of 
little note, and in polTeffion of the Nizam*^ 

^ Ahglice, dircwled by God. 

* Meaning the emperor's perfon, when travelling. 

^ A fortrefs in Dekkin. 

' Another in ditto. 

^ Once the capital of the Adil Shawee Sukans of Dekkan, and celebrated for Sts 
magnificence. It was reduced by AuUtmgeer, with «!! the dependencies, except what 
the famous Mbaratta chief, Sewajec, who was a rebellious vaflal of this monarchy, 
.had wrefted from it. It is now ruined,, and in polfefEon. of the Mharattas. Europeans 
have generally written it Viiiapour, but theMufiulmauns as above. 

’ This city ivas tbe capital of Golconda an^ Koottub Shawee fultans, the laft of 
whom was taken prifoner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced. It is now one 
of the capitals of' the Nizatn, who Js however obliged to iharc the revenues with tbe 
Adhacatiasi. 
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After 
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After the redu6tion of ' Kundaneh and * Raujegur, the emperor 
moved tej another quarter. He had defired fevcral of the pr’mdpal 
nobility to accept the command of the latter, as it was of import- 
ance, and but newly conquered ; but it being a poft only of diffi- 
culty, they had all req^iefted to be excufed. One evening therefore 
he fent for me, and my fon ’ Moraud Khan, 'and when 1 had 
entered* the prelence, laid, “ I wifli to fend thee to Raujegur, art 
** thou willing to go ? ” I replied, that his (lave was ready ; upon 
which he gave me part of the coffee before him, and ordered thaj^ 
having drank it in the * Aubdar Khauneh, I (hould come back, /ind* 
receive my difmiffion. When I returned to the prefcnce, his 
majefty gave me his bleffing, two hundred mhors, and one coin 
weighing one hundred * mhors, with two horfes to me and my fon, 
and five for my bretheren. Two hundrrf- bullock loads of grain 
were alfo ordered with me j and the following day, after morning 
prayer, I departed. At taking leave, his majefty promifed that I 
Ihould be refieved before the rainy feafon, then about two months 
diftant. 

By the aufpices of the divine bleffing, I arrived in fafety at my 
Ration ineight.days, ^nd remained there forty j during which, fr om 
the folitude and romantic^ fituation of the place, my Icifure palled 
in pleafingly enthufiaftic* contemplation. ® Munfoor Khan was 

tlien 


“ A-fortreis in Dekkaru 

^ Another in ditto. 

* Anglice, object of de(k:e« 

♦ The place in which water, fccrbetf, &c. arc cooled in ice or faltpcire. 

• » Golden coins, of this and greater weight, were often given as marks of favour. 
Silver •coins, of feveral hundred rupees value, were alfo in ufc; and there is one of 
them now in the Britift Mufeum, df which the ingenious Mr. Richardfon has given a 
very full defeription, in bis very leariied work, the Perfian and Arabic Didlionary. 

• Vidorious. It is, perhaps,, not yet ijuitc unneceflary to mention, that every 
proper name or title of perfons, in the Pcifian, and frequently in the Hindoo language, 

B 2 Is 
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then fent to relieve me, and his majefty wrote with his own hand 
on the firmaun of recall, that, agreeably tg his promife* he com- 
manded me to the prefence ; to which were added maiiy gracious 
afliirances of favour. I left Raujegur with the fame force I had 
comej but as it was a great diftance from the camp, and parties of 
the enemy were hovering abroad, at fcveral places I was much 
preffcd. On my arrival at the prelence, I was received with great 

favour. 

# 

f 

• Being now again in thc.iame fituation as when I quitted 
Imteeauz Gur, (for my jagheer had been ruined by various de- 
predations,) I was much diftrelTed in my affairs, when his 
majefty, who was informed of every thing public and private. 
Tent * Ameer Khan to .me with a meffage, importing, that, as 
diftrefs had invaded my affairs, I had better feek a little repofe 
in fome fettled office, and that he would confer upon me the 
* Kelladaree and * Fojedaree of * Mandou, then held by * Nowazufli 
Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to 
the poft. 

My attachment ar>d regard to his majefty* were fo great, that, 
oblerving his life verging to the clo/e, I did not wifh to quit the 


as an epithet deferiptive of fome quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor 
fuppofes them to poflefs ; but, of late years, titles of honour are become fo common, 
as to lofe their refpect ; and there are many victorious lords of Hindoftan, who never 
faw a battle, or drew a fword agalttft an enemy. * 

* Noble. 

* Command of a garrifon. 

* Military authority in a diftriCt, under which ate the criminal courts of juftice. 

* A very extenfive fortrefs in the province of Malwa, of Miich it was the capital 
under the Patan f9vlreigns. It is now macE decayed, and in poilellion of the Mba> 
rattas. 

* Pofleffing aifability, 

prefence, 
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prefcncc, fearful of never beholding him more, and therefore 
declined the offer j buti when my fon and the women of my fannily 
heard of the reftffal, they became immerfed in grief, for the Soubah 
of Malwa was to them dear as their native place. The difappoint- 
ment of my fon was fiich, that he privately refolved to give up the 
fcrvice, ,and leave me j *and my whole family were heartlefs and in 
defpair. At length, overcome by their fituation, and indeed they 
had juftice on their fide, I, in Ipite of my own grief, faid to my 
fon, “ The power is in thy hands j I refign myfelf as a ranfom foj; 
“ thy happinefs.” The foul of my -life went the fame evening to ' 
Ameer Khan, and ’informed him of my acceptance of this office. 
As that minifter was pleafed with my confenting on many accounts, 
he reprefented it to the emperor the lame night, when the affair 
was fettled. Alas ! how can I exprefs what ))afled within my owrt 
breaft ? The following morning, at the ’ affembly of juftice, his 
majefty bellowed upon me a hoffe and * khdlaut, and the fame upon 
my fon and grandfon. It was alfo allowed me, at my particular 
requeft, to come daily to pay my rclpcfts at the prcfence, till the 
grants of my new' office could be prepared ; and though my pofts 
of ' Meer Tozuk and * Darogah of the Dekkan cavalry were given 
to others, yet, from his majefty 's gracious favor, I w'as pei mittcd 
to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp. 

* It was a cuftom of the Mogul Emperors to Tit daily once, for the purpofe of 
hearing and rcdrclEng the complaints of the people, and often twice j but this noble 
ufage was difeontinued by the fucceilbrs of Aulumgeer, which tended greatly to loie 
them the refped of their fubjedfs. 

* An honorary dreft given always to perlbns entering into office, and frequently by 
a*ruperior to an inferior, as a mark of efteem. It is varied, in riciutefs of materials,^ 
and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver. 

* A marihal, wbofc'bufincfs it i? to preferve order in a proceffion, or line of march, 

and to report abfentees. > * 

* Superintendaot, who examines the number of men and horfes, to check ffilfe 
tnufters. 


On 
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On the evening before my departure, the emperor opening the 
window of his deeping apaitment, called, me to him,' and faid, 
“ Abfence now takes place between us, and our hieeting again is 
uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwillingly, 
I may have done ag^nft thee, and pronounce the words, I 
forgive! three times, with fincerity of heart. As tI)ou haft 
** ferved me long, I alfo forgave thee whatever knowingly, or other- 
wife, thou mayeft have done againft me.” Upon hearing thefc 
•vxpreflions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I 
had not power to fpeak. At laft, after his majefty had repeatedly 
preded me, I made Ihift to pronounce the ^^orSs, I forgive ! three 
times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He fhed many tears, repeated 
the words, and, after bleffing me, ordered me to retire. Sorrow 
‘lay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at ' Aurunga- 
bad, I was feized with a violent illnefs } but, as my borrowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, wi^out help, from 
my bed to my feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only 
one night, and then departed for his command at "Koterree 
Perrayeh. I remained one year immerfed in the fame grief and 
forrow. 

1 , * 

The prince Mahummud * Bedar Bukht being appointed to the 
governihent of Malwa, I paid my reipefts to him at ♦Oojein. In 

• A confidenble city, founded t>y Aulumgeer before his acceffion to tiie throne, 
near the celebrated fortrefs of Dowlutabad in Delkah. He named it Kfaqefteh 
Boonniaud, or The Happy Manilon } but the people called it Aurungabad, in com- 
pliment to his tide of Aurungzebe, by which Auhimgeer was diftingmflied bdbre he 
.feized the empire. 

‘ A diftri£i in Malwa. • * 

^ Signifying wahcful ftar, or propitious fortunj^. Hewastheeldeftfonof AzimShaw. 
^ Suppofed to be one of the oideft cities in India, and is at .preleiit the capital of 
Malwa, and of Mahajee Sindia, a principal Mbaratu chief. 


a Ihojt 
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a fliort time, fuch a frlendfliip grew between us, that a greater 
between a*prince and cannot be conceived. He would not 

be an inftant without me : he would not eat of any thing, but he 
lent me part of it : he did nothing of im’portance vsdthout afking 
my advice, and conlidei^ my opinion as religioufly decifive. In 
ihort, the particulars! of* his favour are beyond relation ; but, on 
this account, I became envied by all his dependants. 

Soon after tins, the illuftrious prince Mahummud ‘ Azim Shaw,**, 
coming from Guzarat to vilif the emperor, paffed through Malwa, 
on his route to • Ahmfdnuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
me in with his father, my attention to himfelf, and the unbounded 
prailes of his Ion Bedar Bukht, he behaved to me in fuch a gracious ^ 
manner, as to relate would occafion prolixity. When he had gone 
through Malwa, the government of Guzarat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who depaited for that province, and jtook me with 
him as far as th^onliers, beyond which I dared not#pafs without 
leave from the emperor. How ftiall I exprefs his manner of part- 
ing ? He made me pi'omiie to write him weekly, and faid, tliat he 
would favour me as often with letters under his own hand, in- 
cluding every important occurrence, in order to have the benefit of 
my advice for his. conduft. ’ This fort of correfpondence was kept 
up between us regularly, till the life of his majefty fhadow ’of A.H.ms. 
^God arrived, at an end. I muft now. relate fome particulars of 
that important event*. 

/ ‘ The 

’’.Signifying gceat king. He was the third by birth, but fecond furviving fon of 
Aulutngeer. 

A confidcrable city of Dekkan, ,<|nce the capital of the Nizam Siiawee fultaiw, 
reduced Xo the Mogul yoke under Sha^Jchaun, but now under the Mharattas. 

^ An epithet common to majefty, with all the orientals. * 

^ It may not be amifs to infert here two letters written by Aulumgevr to his fons, . 

Azim Hhaw and Kaum BukOi.. a few. days before iris deaths 
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emperor, a few days before his death, with a ftridlnefs of 
command feldom to be enforced by monarchs at fuch a.fcafon, 

dilpatchcd 

fi Shaw Azim Sha'v^ 

HEALTH to thee ! My heart is near thee. Old ^gc is arrived ; weaknefs fubducs 
mcj and ftrength has forfaken all my members* 1 came a ftrangcr into diis world, 
and a firangor 1 depart, I know nothing of myielf, what I am, and for wliat I am 
deil^ined. The inllant which pa/Ied in power, hath left only forrow behind it. 1 have 
( ^ not been the guardian and protestor of the empire. My valuable time has been pailal 
• Vipnly. I had a patron in my own dwelling, (confcience,) but his glorious light was unfeen 
by my dim fight. Life is not lafting ; there is no veftige of departed breath, and all hopes 
from futurity are loft. ''Fhe fever has left me, but noj^jpiig of me remains but (kin and 
bone. My fon, (Kaum Bukib,)’ though gone towards Beejaporc, is ftill Jicar ; and 
thou, my fon, art yet nearer. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulum, is far diftant -, 
•• and my grandfon, (Azeem OoQiaMn,) by the orders of God, is arrived near Hindoftan. 
The camp and followers, helplefs and alarmed, are, like myfclf, full of affliftion, reft- 
lefe as the quickfilver. Separated from their lord, they know not if they have a maftci 
or not. 

c 

I brought nothing intothis world, and, except the infirmit^||of man, carry nothing 
out, I have a 3read for my falvation, and with what torments I may be puniflied. 
Though I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of CJod, yet, regarding my 
adions, fear wi’! not quit me; but, when I am gone, refledion will not remain. 
Come then what may, I have launched my veflel to thCfWaveSi Though Providence 
will protedl the camp, yet, regarding appearances, tfic endeavours of my fons are in- 
difpenfably incumbent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (Bcdar Bukht,) whom 
I cannot fee, but the defire affects me. The Begum (his daughter) appears afHl£led ; 
but God is the-only judge of hearts. The foolifti thoughts of women produce nothing 
but difappointment. Farewell! farewell! farewell! 

- 7o the Prince Kaum Buicstt. 

MY fon, neareft to my heart. Though in the height of my power, and by God’s 
pcrmiilion, I gave you advice, and took with you the greatefl pains, yet, as it was 
not the divine will, you did not attend with the ears of compliance. Now I depart a 
ftrangcr, and lament my own infignificance, what does it profit met I carry with 
me the fruits of my fins and imperfeeftions. iSurprizing providence ! I came here 
alone, and alone^J depart. The leader of.tl||s caravan hath deferird me. I'hc fever, 
which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. Wht rejer I look, 1 fee nothing but 
tlie Divinity, My fears for the camp and followers are great ; but, alas ! 1 know not 
inyfelf. My back is bent wittweaknefs, and my feet have loft the powers of motion. 

The 
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dlfpatched the prinbe Azim Shaw towards Malwa, and Kaum Bukfti 
to his govemmerjit of Beqapore. His reajRm for this proceeding 
was, that no feuds might arife upon his death, in an enemy’s 
country, between his Tons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjefis. 
Had the two princes retguned together in the camp, fuch would 
have becfti the cafe, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Aulum, whofc four ions were together in the camp, when, though 
not in an enemy’s country, the families, fortunes and honour of 
world became plunged in the, depth of ruin. 

Azim Shaw, though^owing the dan^rous iilnefs of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of march. He departed from the 
camp, but lus motions were Aow and cautious nor did the em- * 
peror prefs him to expedition, after the three firft marches. He 

• 

The breath which roft;, is gone, and left not even hope behind it* | have committed 
nnnieroiis crimes, and know not with what paniihmcnts I may be fcized. Though 
the Protedor of manj^ind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfo on the 
faithful, and my fons. When 1 was alive, no care was taken ; and now I am gone, 
the confequence may.be gtvefied. The guardianfiiip of a people is the truft by God 
committed to my fons. Asnm Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faicliful are 
flain, or their miferies fall upon my ^ead. I refign you, your mother and fon, to God; 
asl myfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me faft. Bahadur Shaw is 
ft ill where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan. Bedar Bukht is inGnzarat. 
Hyaut al NifTa, .w'ho has beheld no affliftibns of time till now, is full offikrows. Re* 
gard the Begum as without concern. Odiporce, your mother, was a partner in my 
iilnefs, and wifhes to accompany me in death ; but every thing has its appointed time. 

The domcttics and courtiers, however deceitful, yet muft not be ill -treated. Ix is 
nrcf filiry to gain your views by gcntlcncfs and art. Extend your feet no lower than 
youf fkirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekkoh, though 
of much judgment and good underftanding, fettled large penfions on his people, h\ t 
paid them ill, and they wire ever difcmtenteck I am going. Whatever good or e\'il 
I have done, it wab for you. Take it not amifs, nor remember oftVnces 1 have 
done to yourfelf ; that account may not be demanded pf me hereafter. No one has 
feen the departure of his own foul ; but I fee that mine is departing. 

c 
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even iaid to * Hummeed ad dien Kihan, to whom he liad committed 
the chai’ge of his funeral rites,'** Three days after my death, one 
“ of my fons will arrive in camp, and fend my remains to Aurun- 
a! 0.1707! “ gabad in a proper manner.” On Frida]j the twenty-eighth o£ 
f eb. 2 ill. 2eekaud, his raajelly performed his morning devotions in company • 
with his attendants ; after vvhich, as was frequently his' cuftom, 
he exclaimed, “ O that my death may happen on a Friday, for 
bleffed is he who dieth on that day |*’ Soon after, he had occa- 
lion to retire. Upon his return towards his bed, he had begun 
the * tiummum, as was always his cuftom till water for the ’ wuzzoo 
could be brought, and had made one Ipnnkling, when fuddenly 
his moft pure fpirit fled from the narrownefs of corporeal confine- 
ment, to the boundlefs expanfion of the Moft High. We are from 
God, and to God we muft return. His hands remained clafped, 
and in motion, for fome time after he had ccafed to breathe. How 
can I exprcfs.my own feelings ? This much I know, that the 
kindnefs, favour and diftihfHon, for fifty years, of that atom- 
' cj^erifliing fun to me, his hiimble flave, his great aftions, his glory, 
his piety, his perfeverance in virtue fi’om youth to age, the revolu- 
tions of his reign, and all the wonderful events of time, rufhed 
upon my memory at once in a fea of grief, and overwhelmed my 
heart, fo that I. forgot myfclf, and knew not what pafled around 
me. * 

Azim Shaw, being informed of the event ‘by his agents, and the 
nobles who aflefted to embrace his intereft, arrived on the. third 

’ Anglice, Aider of the faith. ■ f 

* A purificatiojji'/ ^rinkiing of duft ovcx'tl^ body, ordered by.Mahummud for the 
convenience of his followers inhabiting the dry de ferts of Arabia, tvherc water is toa 
v.duable for the poor to ufe on flight occafions, 

^ Ditto with water. 
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of ’ Zeehudge at the camp at Ahmednuggur. He omitted no fhew 
of affedtidn and refpeft to his dcceafed father, but, like the orphans 
of thofe in humble life, Ihedjnany tears. 

Many of the chief imperial fervants, as * Muttullub Khan, 

* Khoddabundeh Khan,* * Terbeut Kban, and others, had a real 
attachment to Azim Shaw. Some neither loved or hated him 
and a few, though they difliked, yet, from inability to oppole, 
prudently fubmitted to his authority. Three Mogul chiefs only*, 
delayed to come iji to offer their allegiance, ’ Feeroze Jung, *his 
foil Cheen Koollich Khan, and * Mahummud Ameen Khan. 

On the tentli of Zp^huge, iii8, Azim Shaw alcended the A.C. 1707. 
throne of empire amidft the ufual rejoicings, and conferred favours 
on the nobility according to their flations, but o© few in a manner 
affording fatisfa<51ion. Here I muff be permitted no mention one 
or two inftances of the wonderful accomplifhment t>f the decrees 
of Providence, . While he was only a prince, moft of the nobility 
were attached to Azim Shaw, and regarded him as pofTefling every 
approved quality fqr empire j but almo/l immediately aftci' his 
acceffioii to the throne, tla; general opinion was altered, from his 
own conduft. He flighted the principal nobility, and betrayed 
great parfimony to the army, afling as if he had no occafion for 
their fei-vices. This proceeded, from a vain belief that n6ne dared 
to oppofe him, and that his elder brother, Shaw Aulum, rclin- 


** The twelfth month of the Arabian year. 

Anglice, Objcil of the wifli. 

3 Slave of God. • V 

♦ Accompli fhed in manners and morals. 

5 Fortunate in war. 

Faithful in Mahummud^ 

C 2 
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quilhing to him fuch a vail empire as Hindoilan, without a ilmg- 
gle, would fly for fafety to another clime. . At the fame time, be 
openly declared Iris jcaloufy of bis own fon, Bed'ar Bukht> whofe 
favour with the late emperor had diipleafed liim. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay publicly, that they were 
hot fit for his fervice. He removed Tcrbebt Khan, a vet^^ran and 
l<^al general, from his command of the artillery, in the moil in- 
fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that important 
•ftation on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In 
fliOrt, I cannot enumerate all- the ill omens to the fortune of Azim 
Shaw, which proved the will of Provideneq^ to Jiave decreed heaven 
bellowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is 
ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things 
aid tltt accompliihment. 

Mahummud^ Kaum Buklh received intelligence of the emperor’s 
death, on his .third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im<^ 
mediately de&rted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his 
proteflion, at this crifis, by Aulumgeer. In ^addition to this miA 
fortune, 'Zoolfeccar Khan, his bitterell enemy, who had once 
confined him at the fiege of *Iinjce, lay' in his route with a confi- 
derable army, fo that it was probable his peribn would be ieized 
by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe- 
ror. Azim Shaw had dHpatched orders to that effcdl j but Zool- 
feccar Khan, either from policy or companion, did not obey them, 
and Kaum Buklh arrived in fafety at Begaporc, whkh he was al- 

% 

‘ Anglice, Lord of the deftroying weapon. /This was t}ie name of a feymetar 
belonging to Ali, foi>..io-law to the prophet. , / 

* A celebrated f^rtrefs in the Carnatk. 
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lowed to keep» as his brother, being eager to quit Dekkan, did not 
endeavour to remove him. 

Azim Shaw now proceeded with the*Impenal camp towards 
Agra, by regular ftagesy as if the principal of a caravan, and taking 
the route of Toomree, 'quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber- 
pore, on his left j proving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when 
deiliny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many* 
long fpaces, void of water j ib that, during two days march, great * 
numbers of men, vvomen, children, and animals, periflied through 
fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw ; for he had ralhly 
negle£led the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march- 
ing againll ' Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 

I mull now return to the affairs of Bedar Bukht, whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re- 
ceived orders frdm his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw 'Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the gjeateft and 
moft fmcere affeflion for Kis grandfather, who equally loved hint } 
and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
Upon receipt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind j for, when I law him 
afterwards at Oojcin, ^he would frequently weep at recolleftion of 
his lofs. In obedience to the orders of his father, he departed 
from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 


* A moft excellent and authcntic^ccount of this prince’s adventures and misfor- 
tunes may be fecn in Bernict’s Travels, which are bound up in Churchill's and Lord 
Oxford’s Collediion of Voyages. Dow alfo details themj but 1 prefer Bernier’s 
account, as more ardeft* 

horfc. 
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Jtorfe, his own dependants^ and carried with him about thirty 
lacks of rupees in treafure, property of his own, not prflliming to 
touch ' twenty lacks in the Imperial trcafury, lell it Ihould raife 
fufpicions of his fidelity rin the mind of his father. For the fame 
reafon, he made not any addition to his jxbree, though he could 
with eafe have raifed a great army, and* might have procured a 
* corore of rupees from the bankers and renters, by way of loan, 
without oppreflion, as did ’Moraud Buklh, when he marched 
-from this province againft Dara Shekkoh. 

r. , r> 

On the eve of his mairh, he difpatched 4 letter to me and feveral 
others on his routes but the couiiei-s brougb.t none to hand in due 
time, the public roads being guarded by officers, who had'orders 
to fearch all meflengers, and infpeft letters. As the prince expefted 
me on the frontiers of Malwa, he was much difappointed on his 
arrival there, and repeatedly exclaimed, “ What can have happened, 
** to prevent, the coming of Eradut Khan ? ” My enemies, and 
feveral envious perfbns, took occafion to defame me, faying, that I 
would never join him ; for, knowing the jealoufy between him and 
iris father, who was now emperor, I was gorje to^ourt his favour. 
In this manner did my enemies addrefs himj till he arrived near 
iSojein j when, ftot finding me there, in fpite of his regard and 
reliance upon me, fufpidon found room in liis mind of my fidelity. 


’ Two hundred thcrufand pounds. 

^ One mi' 11 ('ll ditto. ^ 

^ Anglice, Accompliflicr of the wifli. Youngeft Ton of the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 
aid brother to Aulumgeer, who, having made ufe of him to aitain the deftat of, his 
elder broih‘.rs, confined him in the fortrefs of Gualiar, and afterwards had him put to 
■death, on his being tried and condemned for nmnlcr, on the accufation of a dependant^ 
whofe father he had^ executed for fame critrif, when in power. Aulumgeer was 
obliged to difplace tne firft judge before whom the caufe was brought, as lie refufed to 
give fentence, feying, that a prince putting a man to death in the cxcrcifc of bis au- 
thority, for a ciimc, ought not to be accounted murder. 


At 
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At length, on the firifl: of 'Mohirrim, the prince’s letters were ^ 
brought line altogethec, and immediately after, having loaded a 
fmall tent and fdme neceiTaries on two trained camels, I departed 
from Mandou, leaving the fortrefs in charge of ray dear relation, 
and friend, Meer Sunjir. 

/ * 

'The prince had been for fome time encamped near Oojein, 
waiting for the lucky day to make his entry into that city, fo that 
by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. He» 
was moving in his * nallekee*towards*the town, when he perceived 
me at a diftance, and faid to his attendants, “ Is not that Eradut 
“ Khan that I fre? ” And was fcarcely anfwered, when I came up. 
lie flopped his train, and opening wide his arms, cried, “ Come, 

“ come my friend ! in expeflation of whom my eyes have been 
** flretched, even to dimnefs.” I kiffed his feet, and prefented my 
offering. He preffed my head to his'bofom, add taking off his 
*neem-afleen, put it on my fhoulders. His firft words were 
lamentations mingled with tears, for the deceafed emperor his 
grandfather, foi”* whom he knew the fincerity of ray grief. He 
then ordered me to mount my liorfe, and ride near him ; anti, as 
we proceeded to the lity, related all that had happened to Jiimlclf, 
and his anxiety at not mce'ting me on the borders of tlie province.. 
When 1 had fatisffed him for my delay, he commanded thofe w'ho 
had li^cken againft me to quit, his prelcnce, with much difpleafure, 
and rcliifed to admit them again for many days. 

* The fivft motttb of.rfic Arabian year. 

* A canopied litter peculiar to. the princes, and allowed xtoyy and then to fotne few 
great officers of ftatc. It is generally of rich materials, and often entirely of filver. 

It is carried on the flioijldcrs of twelve or fixteen hearers, on three polos, one on each 
fide, like our feJans, and the third r\ining under the middle of fhc uxic'lnfic, 

^ An upper robe with Iialf-flcevcs, commonly made of gold or niver tifluc. For a 
prince, or perfon of high rank, to confer any pai t of his own drefs on an inferior, is 
accounted a very great honour to the receiver. 


,H. mg. 
C. 1707, 
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Bedar Bukht did not. remain in the palace of Oojein } but, after 
viewing the city, pitched his camp on the, bank of thcr river, at 
about a cofs diftant. Here he was attended by ‘ AbdooUah Khan, 
the fouhadar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days, 
expecting the arrival of his father, when that rafh prince wrote 
him the following firmaun : 

“ Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 

‘ SuttuUudge, to prevent the approach of the enemy ? Though. 

' “ he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty of high negled.” 

Soon after my arrival in camp, the prince lent a ‘Nifliaun, 
with the following words in his own hand, to my dear fon 

Huddaiut Oollah Khan, then Fojedaur of a diftridt of about two 
days journey from Oojein. 

" Your father, one of my moft elleemed dependants, attends 
“ the Irirrup. I am furprized that you have not as yet come to the 
“ prefence.” 

My fon, in reply, wrote to the prince, that he Ihould Ihortly 
feek the honour of an audience ; but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnefs, what refpedl .would not permit 
him to mention himfelf. . This was, that though I had no force 
under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ufe j blit that 
he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervicej that he had 
then with him two thoufand veteran Ibldiers, all his followers for 
twenty years, who would acewnpany lum without the limits of his 

* Slave of God. ^ ' 

* One of the five .glrat rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 

* The letters of the emperor are ftylcd iirmaons, thofe of princes, nifitauns. 

* Dlrcdled by God. 
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government. Of thefc he had fent a return to the prince, whom 
he would immediately attend, on the advance of a month’s pay to 
enable him to march ; but without that they muft be excufed. 

• 

His highncfs, in answer to this tneflage, (aid to me, “ To give 
<< Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not hefi- 
tate ; * but, alas ! ihould I call in fuch a force, as your attachment 
to me has been repreiented to my father in a fuipicious view by 
“ interefted perfons, he would inllantly, on the junction of youi; 
** Ton’s troops, be convince;! of my^difloyalty, and turn his arms* 
“ from Shaw Aultrm* agunft me. Write this to your Ion.” I did 
fo; and he declined doming to the camp, writing to me the 
following words : ** 1 refign you to the protedtion of a gracious 
God, fince I am prevented by my iU>fortune from paying my 
duty in perfon. I wilh you could leave the party with which 
“ you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable.” 
God be praifed, that from his prudent caution; my dear fort 
remained iecure from the enluiug troubles. ** 

• 

Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved 
towards Agra, ’and |was joinoi from the prefence by Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar oi 'Kc^, and DulpuC 
* Bonedela, alfo Amaun OoUa Khan, who were fent by Azim Shaw, 


' A prlndpttl xcmindary in Malwa, now mnCh circiunfcribe^ by the Mharattas, 
who allow the raja, a defcendant of Ram Sing’s, but a very final! proportion of bis 
lands. • 

* The Bonedela tribe of Rajapootes are the pofleflbrs cS Bonedelcund, an cxtenfivc 
tra^, lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper 
chief, the raja of Oorcha, defeended fi-om Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family 
knponance, pofiefles bpt litde territory, far the greateft part having been wrefted fi om 
his hobfe by Chutterfaul, one of a y^Ji^er branch of the Boneddlas, whole dclcendants 
now hold hiseftates jointly with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the lands, ajid 
produce of the diamond mines of Pirna. 
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as much to guard the prince’s motions as to aflift him. * Meerza 
Raja Jey Sing, * Khan Aulum a Dekkan chief, with h’S brother 
5 Munnower Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from the pre&nce, 
with about fix thouiand (lorfe. 

9 

The prince ^Mahummud Azeem Oofhawn, who had, by 
Aulumgeer’s orders, left his government of Bengal to proceed to 
the prefence, had reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of 
jhe emperor’s deceafe } upon which he marched to fecure that city 
•for, his father, Shaw Aulum. * Mi^klitai* Khan, the Ibubadar, 
who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-in-law to Bedar 
Bukht, hoping to impede his progrefs, fuhk all the boats in the 
Jumna, and placed guards at the nearefl fords. But, alas! what 
power had fuch a vai&l to face the £bn of his decreed fovereign ? 
The prince moved . higher up, and having croffed the river, took 
him prifoner } but regarding his former fervices, and thole of his 

* Zemindar of JL confiderable territory in the province of Ajmcrc, named Ambcer ; 
but fmcc this prince’s founding a new city called Jcyporc, the rajafhjp has alfo taken that 
name* Jcypore is reckoned the moft regular built city in Hiiidoftan; and Kuropeans, 
who have feen it, fpeak highly of its magnificence. Jey Sing was a great encourager of 
fclence, and built fcvcral obfervatories for agronomical ftii'dics. He alfo ere£ted a 
caravanferai and market in every province of Hindeftan, for the convenience of tra* 
vellers, at bis own expcnce. The prefent raja of Jcypore, his grand-nepliew, polTcfles 
the city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized by vaiTals of his family, 
and part by the Mharatus and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jcypore 
is the great mart for horfes from Pcrfia and the northern provinces of Hindoftah j and 
the old citadel of Ambeer, clofc to it, is (aid to contain vaft wealth laid up by Jey Sing. 
'J'his will probably one day fall into the hands of the Mhafattas, if they arc not loon 
diverted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles in Dekkan, that Orall 
furnilh them employment nearer home. 

* Anglicc, Lord of the world. 

* Enlightened lord ^ * 

* Anglice, Of high dignity ; fccond fon of Shaw Aulum, the cldcft furviving fon 
of Aulumgeer. 

Anglice, Powerful lord, 

nmily. 
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family, did not offer him perlbnal injuries. ^ It had as yet been the 
ufage of the princes of, this illuftrlous houfe, though a nobleman 
according to hist connexions with one of them, appeared againft 
another in the field, that the viXor did not put him to death, or 
difgrace him. On th& contrary, the fidelity and valour difplayed 
by him, ^in the caufe of a defeated rival, were fure recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. The princes knew that the ftability of 
power and regulation of empire relied on the fupport of an expe- 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, “ that their 
“ enmity was not to the throne j fpr whenever a prince became* 
“ fixed ui>on it, they were faithful fubjeXs, If then we deftroy 

them,* through whom can we adminiiler the government.” By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the 
extenfive empire of Hindoflan remained uninjured by the quarrels 
of the princes. — But to return to my fubjeX. 

• 

When Mahummud Bodar Bukht approached the banks of the 
’ Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near * Gualiar, Aeeem Oofliawn 
detached a confijlerable body from Agra, under ’ Motulhum Khan, 
to guard the fords. Bcdar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous 
of his honour,* an(^ of high mind tempered with prudence. A 
rivalfhip for ^ry had always fubfifled between him and his father, 
Azim Shaw, who was of rafli courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent in his conduX. Like the ♦ whilker-twifting saunters 
• 

* A river in the province of Agra. 

* One of the moft celebrated fortrefl<» of Hindoftan, an elegant plate of which, 

with the account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Pc^>ham, in 1780, has 
be^en given to the public by major Rennell ; but another, on a larger fcale, with a 
more minute defeription of the place, is now preparing by the ingenious Mr.W. Hodges, 
well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India, 
taken by himfelf on the fpot. V , 

* Dignified. 

* The twift of the whulcers in India, -aod the outrageous cock of the hat In England, 

arc alike charaAeriHic* * 
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of Hindoftan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would 
jell and &eer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy. 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt relblved to crofs the Chumbul im- 
mediately, and attack t|;ie polls of Motulhum Khan; but this 
proceeding was llrongly oppofed by Zoolfcccar Khan, an experi- 
enced general of approved conduft ; upon .which a llrange conten- 
tion took place, which is worthy of relation. 

A number of low-minded perlbns, vain and imprudent, fuch as 
. are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonills for the nobility of Azeem Olhawn, ’regarding 
this as a fit opportunity to Ihew their loyalty and attachment, in- 
terfered in the condudl of afiairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
opinion of Ibme, was furpedl»i of treachery, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuade the prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum, 
and wilbed to del^y engaging till his approach, in order to com- 
plete his defigne of delertion to his caule. God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo ; but, in the eye of un- 
dei'llanding, good policy alone feemed to influence his condudl in 
this alFair. 

' ■ I 

When he was informed that the prince had refolved on crofling 
the river the next morning, he repeatedly reprqfented, through the 
proper officers, that fuch a flep was by no means advifeable at the 
prefent crifis ; but the prince refufed to take his opinion. Upon 
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to his highnefs’s tents, and 
requelled an audience, fetting forth, that he fiad alFairs of import- 
ance to communicate ; but the prince would not admit him, and 
fent word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he mud 
wait till the morning. I had heard di Zoolfeccar Khan’s advice 
during the day, aiid of the prince’s dillent,, but knew not what had 
palled at night ; for 1 made it a rule never to go to his councils, 

unlefs 
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utilefs call^ upon ; and his highne& had never failed, till now, to 
fend for me. It Jiappened, that I had been this day to vifit Zool- 
feccar Khan, at his eameft requeft, but not a word on the affair 
in debate palled between us. Some envious perlbns, however, took 
this occafion to perfuade^the prince, that I was a partner with the 
general ; "and, notwithRanding his convidion of my fidelity, his 
highnefs, in his prelent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that 
the ancients obferved* “ We (hould never rely on the favour of 
“ princes ; for when their minds are difgufted, though withquf • 
“ caufe, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one 

inftant of fufpicion.” • 

The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march 
of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which he always rode in the day of qftion. I was at 
my devotions, when I heard the drums j but drefling myfelf in 
hafte and afioniihmcnt, I fpeeded to attend him. He had moved 
fome diftance from the tents before I came up. I found him, with 
an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms of| Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfe 
wretch, and the like, to ibqie fervile attendants round his elephant; 
but, on perceiving me, he became filent, and looked more dif- 
pleafed. According to cufiom, I alighted from my horfe to make 
. my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor fpoke, nor fmiled 
upon me as he was wont to do, iSut turned his head another way. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my Ration as ufual on 
his right hand, clofe to the ear of his elephant, and ruminated on 
the* change in his behaviour, while my enemies, who during the 
night had formed ,th,is ' telifm, were rqoicing all around at my 
diftrefs. Though liis highnefs ‘did not l][)eak to* them after my 


Charm, or talifman. 
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arrival, yet I judged, by their exulting, and winking to one 
another, that fomewhat highly pleafing to them had happened. 

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to requeft I would 
attend him ; for he hoped that, at my defire, the prince would 
alter his intention of palling the river. 1 mformed his highnefs of 
tlie officer’s coming, for I never vifited any of the nobility without 
permiffion. Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, “ Go ! ' Your 
. * quiver allb hangs at his belt ! ” I then defired the officer to 
return, aird tell what he had heard, 'as I could not goj but the 
prince, with a furious alpeft, cried out, Be gone ! Why don't 
.you go to your friend ? ” At beholding this, a giddinefs feized 
my brain, and 1 became diftrafled ; for I never expected fuch 
words from him, whede favour I thought fincere, and prided my- 
felf oh deferving, by my fidelity. I became raging, ralh, and im- 
’ petuous, and fiiid, “ What bufinefs can I, the humbleft of the 
** humble, have with nobles of i^oolfeccar’s exalted rank? He 
was the firft general of your grandfather } but your father has 
now detached him under your command, and certainly the 
power is at prefent in your hands, to treaj: him as you pleafe.” 
His highnels, upon this, more angrily than ever, exclaimed. 
Surely the emperor hath not made you my tutor 1 ” What 
lhall 1 fay ? Heaven and earth feemed to fall at once upon my 
Ihoulders, and I wilhed to die tfiat inftant; but thefe , words invo- 
luntarily Hipped from my tongue : ** What is my ability, to be- 
“ come tutor to a prince like your highnefs ? Yet, Ihould the trull 
be offered me, I would rather fly from fbciety wkh a fliom head, 

** than aoceptrit.” To this he made no reply, and I quitted his 
{>erfon without ceremony. ^ 

* An idiomatical expreffion, fignifying diat be was attached to his party. 
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I had not gone far, when the generous, forbearing, patient and 
benevolent prince, cheriflier of his friends, font to me the ' daroga 
of his khowaus, ^to fajf, as from himfelf, “ What troublefome 
dreams hath my friend feen, to dilbrder his imagination, and 
“ make him rave ? Know you not, that fpies have prgudiced my 
“ father againft you, as my advifer ? Therefore, as much con- 
** tentioirpafled laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Khan, and 
" I have juft now infulted that deceitful traitor, I fpoke angrily to 
you alfo, to remove fuipicion of my treatment of him proceeding 
“ from your cdunfel, not fuppofing you could mifapprehend me."^*' 
Upon this, I ftopped till the* prince tame vp> when he called me 
to him, and fmiling, whilpered in my ear, " I have beheld your 
“ deep penetratiem.” I replied, “ I did not expeft fuch expreflions 
“ from your highneft.” He anfwered, ** I alfo wiflied to try 
“ your patience, my friend, who- pretend to lb much prudence, 

“ with fuch heat and palBon,” Having faid this, he took from 
his neck a large cornelian of ‘ Yemmun, on which were engraved 
fome prayers in a beautiful charafVer, and giving it- to me, laid 
aloud, “ Admire this graving !” at the fame time nodding that I 
Ihould keep it j but I returned it, .liguifying privately, that the 
gift was improper befpre lb many envious witnelJes. At length, 
my late exulting and mean^lpirited enemies, l^ing me again in 
favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to converfe mth hiahigh- 
nefs i who then laid, Surely you muft have forgotten what my 
V father wrote to me, concerning you, three days fince, and my 
“ anfwcr to hismajefty !” That afeir I will relate. 

• 

The prince had thi^ days before leceivcd a lirmaun under his 
fatfier’s own ha^', and I went with hiin to meet it, agreeable to 
cuftom. About midnight,, he fent for me again, and cairied me 

K 

* OvciTceref dooiefiic attendants. * Arabia Felix. 

into 
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into the fleeping apartment of his ' mahal, where he had been 
fitting with the mother of * Bedar Dil, who retired as I came in, to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmauli, and defired me to read 
it. In it was written, in Azim Shaw’s own hand, the following 
icnt^ice ; You are day and night confulting with Eradut Khan j 
“ I wifli to know for what purpofe !” When I had returned the' 
paper, his highnefs afkcd what was fit to write in anfwerr 

I replied, “ I airi your fervant. Difmils me for the prefent, 
and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return.” He 
c^fclaimed, You muft not leave me *, but fpme anfwer muftbc 
** written. I will attempt one; but ^ou muft alfo compofe 
“ another, and we will lend that we both approve." He then gave 
me pen, ink and paper, from Jiis ftandifli, and ieated me at a lamp. 
He wrote, and I wrote. When, we liad finilhod, it appeared, on 
comparifon, that we had both written the lame, almoft without 
the difference of a word, as follows : 

" It muft^e remembered in the lacred mind, that your majefty, 

" in pafling through Malwa to the preiience of the ’ Shadow of 
“ God, faid to your Have, Eradut Kban is our houfehold fervantt 
** truly loyal^ loife and experienced, I give him to you, that^ when 
^ in^ortant affairs JhaU com in aigitatibn, you may confuk. voith him, 
** Health to your majefty ! What crilis of affairs can be more im- 
“ portant than the prefent ? According to the orders founded in 
benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairS public* 
and private. I know not what fufpicions thole admitted to the 
** prelence may have fonned of this faithful fervant, but, were 
they communicated to hie, I could remove them to the fatisfac- 
** tion of your majefty.” 


' The ladies apartments, 
cmjicror Aulungeer. 


m 

Hkfon} Aaglicc, Vigilant mind. The 

The 



MOGUL EMPIRE, 

The prince applauded me much, and £ud. ** with this able 
** judgement and the fimilarity of our di^ofitions, how can I 
** avoid giving you my efteem ? ” But to be fincere in this affair, 
j office was on the (ide of Azim Shaw; for Bedar Bukht was rival 
to his father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for 
me, I was never in the.lervice of Azim Shaw, nor had ever made 
him profeflions of doty, being wholly devoted to his fan. 

Being alone with him one night, he fuddenly threw his arms 
about my neck, and holding down his head upon my breaff, faidt. 
** If a fovereign and parent fecks the life a fon, and that fon b 
** truly informed of his intentipn, how Ihould he aft in felf> 
** defence ? H?ive you a- precedent for it ? ” 

I replied, Such a quefflon is unneccfl&ry. The beluwiour of 
** ydur ' grandfather to his father is a fufficient precedent ; and 
** ibvereigns are forced to expedients which are* not jullifialde in 
«« other men.’* ^ • 

Con^ladcn* of this often paflSri between usk and one 
evening he alked^me^ ho;W he might gain an,opparmnily of fiazing 
his ftither. I nupli^d, rmportpntty thus: When 

<< he has' gaSAecl the over Sfativ Atiluih; you wiB *t!ie 

« firff to congratulate hinu The troops will then be ftj^rrated 
“ hem and there in ftarch of plunder, or looking ,;ffter the dead 
** and wounded; smd, as the tents will not be ready, your father 
« will be only tinder^a * ffiaumianeh, furrounded by a few ’ kanauts. 

* * Alluding to Aulumgeer’s dethronement of S&aw Jthaun. 

* A canopy of cotton eloth. 

’ Walls of cotton cloth, which are always pitched round the tents of ail nho can 
aSbrd them. The principal chicf!> have them, euclofing gi'ound of a gicat extent 
round theirs. They have a very fplcndid appearance. Bernier gitec a good dtferip- 
tion of a Mogul camp, to which the curious may refer. 

F You 
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** You will be admitted to audience, attended by fuch of your fol- 
** lowers as may have deferv^d notice in tht^aflion by tlieir gallant 
conduft j and, at iTuch a time, tiicy will be allowed their arms* 
It is probable your father will not have many perfons with him 
" betwe^ the kanauts. Then is your time.” The prince eagerly 
exclaimed, You have l^ken well ! Dare you, at fuch a time,. 
“ Alike the blow ? 

I replied, that though the aft was eafy, yet a &cred oath reAed 
upon our family never to Aied the blood of a prince unlefs by 
chance in battle, if engaged in the cauie of a rival, when it would 
be exculable. I then laid, “ Yoiir other opportunity vrill be thus : 

Aiould the enemy Ay, an army will be ferit in purfuit, and pro- 
“ bably under your command, whUe your father, fetting,hismind 
** at e^e, will be employed, without fuffneion, in pleafure and 
** rgmeing. You may return fuddenly upon him, and gain your 
'** wiAies. Shbuld this opportunity not occur, as you are his eldcA 
Ion and have feen much lervice, he will certainly app<^'t you to 
“ the government of Dekkan, You will have then a powerful 
** army at your di^&l. As your Aithvr’a bdiaviour is dii^uAful 
.** to the pec^le, and many of die courtiers diAlke* him, they will 
**<aid your preteuAons, Uieopoi force, and try for whom God 
f* will decide.” - 

Bedar Buldit, having cre^Kd the Chumbul at an 'unobferved 
ford, the troops of OoAiaun,. who were Aationed on the 
banks of the river in another quarter, leA their artillery in the 
various poAs, and Bed to Agra, happy to Awe th^ lives. Zool- 
feccar, who had adviled the prince to remtun on the other Ade, 
leding he had croj^, now came up reluftantly, ‘ahd congratulated 
him on the fuccefs of his march.' This fubmiffion pleating his 
highnefs/ hc fcfolved on the morrow to honour him with a vifit, 

2 in 
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In order to atone for his late behaviour. Zoolfeccar Klvin, 
hearing of his intention, lent a meifage to me, defiring that 1 
would perfuade him to lay it afide, as his highnels’s vifit would 
occafion various reports, and the caufe be inlerted in the intelligence 
of the fpicst with remarks that would injure the prince and himfi'lf 
in the opinion of Aaiiti fihaw. 

I was preparing to execute the commifilon ; but before I could 
leave my tent, Zoolfeccar Khan paflM by, having refolved to go* 
himfelf to the prince. * Beg^ng paiidon for his boldnefs, he ph:> 
fented a 'garland of flowers to bis highnefs, who, foftened with 
his humility, fhewed him more favour than was confiftent with his 
own dignity. It was a rale of Aulumgeer's, never to fliew fuch 
condefeenfion to the nobility, as to make them think themfelves 
too necei&ry to him, but he conduced himlelf fo as to be held in 
refpeftful veneration by thole even neareft his peffon. Certain it 
is, that too much humility in a Ibverdgn IoIm him*jhe olyeft for 
which it is aflumed. The prince, having honoured him with the 
robe he had on, und a rich * flrpeach of jewels, difinifi^ him with 
numerous profeffions of kindnels. 

Zoolfeccar Khan the lame evening made another vifit, when*I 
only was fitting vrith the prince, and thus began to ofier his advice : 
" Since your highnefs has crofled the river, as the prince Azeem 
** Ooihaun is near, it is proper to march towards him immediately, 
" left your father fliould conceive eril fufpicions, or the army 


* .Garlands made ofilic cbunibeely, a fort of doulde jafinine, are always introduced 

with the betel at enttrtaunneDts, and prefented to the guefts ; idfo tailels of the feme 
for the turban, and fomciiines leaves of gold and filver foils, are interwoven with the 
{lowers. • 

* The iirpeadi is a jewel for the turban. A Iculghee, dr egre^ is generally vvoro 
with it. 

E a y fuppolc 
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“ fuppole that you fqar to engage liim.” The prince did not 
anfvver him, but nodding to me, feitl, “ Have you heard what he 
oblerved ?” I replied, ** Yes j and lie b an experienced general 
“ and faithful fervant > yet there are fome points to be confidered. 
** Thoog]a enga^ng Azeem Oofhaua is no hazardous enterprize, 
*' yet he is alio a prince ; and if, now ycrar highnefs has croiied 
** the river to meet lum, he does not march this way, the reproach 
** of delay will reft on him. Let us conhder aUb who b neareft to 
us, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Atslum. If the former, let us march : 
** yet Azeem Oofhaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra fca: a re-> 
** fuge, to reduce which muft require fi>me day%. ’ His father may 
** alfb arrive with hb vaft army, laid to iJc an hundred thoufand 
** horfe, and he has already with h|m thirty thoufand. If ZooL- 
** feocar Khan judges he can,, without riw aid of your father, 
engage thefe two annies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s expe- 
“ rience and valour, what can we dread ? Let us march.” Zool- 
fecear Khan, ^ reply to thb, only laid, as was hb manner when 
pleafed, ** Good ! good ! good I He hath fpoketv well.’” 

• 

Some days after thb, Azim Shaw approaching near, BedanBukht 
moved a cofs in front, the fpot he was upon, being chofen for his 
fa^^her’s tents j and the laoening o£hb arrival,, went tsw. soft, from 
the camp to meet him. Azim Shaw loved. hina(<as> a fbn,. though, 
from the attention Ihewn bim>by Aulmngeer, he had regarded him 
as a rival. When he now beheld him, after imig absence,, paternal 
fondnefe for the inftant ovoreome ht& jealoiify,, and he received him 
with ftrong marks of afteftion, conferring upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the ’ chaurkub, a fword fet with jewels, elephants 
and horfes. The prince, after the interview, aiked me if I would 
not pay my rel[W^ to his father : to which I i'^Ued, that 1 did 

r 

“ upper robe, never conferred but on printes of the royal family^ the viaicr of 
tfic empire, and Ameer al Amt a. 
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Adt wiili k. Having no ddire to engage his notice, or embrace his 
iei'vice ; hiat, upon his obferving tkat my declining it would occa- 
iion much Hillpidon, I conknted, and was introduced. Azim Shaw, 
upon feeing' me, faid» “ Are yod alfb come I replied, ** Yes, 
** but without orders. 1 left my ftadon, though far diflant from 
•* the route of your mfyefly. Who elfe has done fo ?” He con- 
ferred th'e ufuai Jthelaiit upon me, and gave orders for my being 
emplpyed. 

Empire having been decreed to Shaw Aulum, fbom the agcnc/ , 
of deftiny, fuch vanity took pof&flioh of the mind of Azim Shaw, 
that he was convinced hk brother, though fupported by the 
myriads of ’ Toor and SuilUm, durft not meet him in the field. 
Hence, thofe who brought intelligence of his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards, fb that no one cared to fpeak the troth } . 
as was formerly the cafe with the emperor ^ Humaioon, during the 
rebellion of the Afghan Shere Shaw. Even his cKi^f officers feared 
to difclofe intelligence ; fo that he was ignorant ofi* the faccefiful 
progrefii of his aval. 

At length Shaw Aulum Having reached ^ Muttra, fint by a cele- 
brated dirvefh the following mefTuage to Azim Shaw. ** By the 
** divine aufpices, we inhex it from our anceflors an extenfive 
** empire, comprehenxfing many kingdoms. It will be juft and* 
** glorious* not to draw the fword againft ea^ other, nor confent . 


' Vaft armies, mentioned ia the Koraun. 

• Father ef Akber. See his reign in Dow’s Hiftory. 

*» A city about eighteen cofs N. of Agra, much venerated by the Hihdoos, it heing 
tie birth>|)lace of their god Kilben. 'I'ltere were forircrly very ricl^templcs in it t 
but one, more ce{cbrati:cl than the reft, and eredtetl by Ber .Sing, deo raja of Oorcha» 
coft thirty-fix lacks of rufices. It was sazed by A jiumjjt-er, wfho built a moft;— on 
the fite with the ma:eri.i1s. Muttra, however, baa ftiil many temples, which arc. 
vifited by pilgrims ftun all parts «f India. 

“ to 
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to (bed the blood of the faithful. Let us equally divide the 
“ empire between us.' Though I am the elder, I will .leave the 
“ choice in your power.” . Azijtn Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty, 

• re])lied, that he would anfwer his brother on the morrow in the 

field, and upcm tMs, t:he meffenger departed. Azim Shaw marched 
tlxe next morning, and encamped betweeq^ lajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain void of water, fo that the army was much dhlrelTed. 
Intelligence arrived during this day, that Shaw Aulum was 
encamped feven cofs difiant, and intended moving on the morrow, 
but to what quarter was not lenown. 

t 

1 have already mentioned, that my defign is not to write the 
hillory of kings, but of my&lf, and what 1 have feen. Accord- 
ingly, of the battle between the brothers,^! ihall only relate fuch 
circumftances as I was an eye-witnels of. 

The morning dawned ; but what a dawn ! Darting fire, and 

iSthofRu. *?, ^ , 

.bee ai awui, tinged With bloodj of whofc horrors the laft day can only prove an 
a! c. 1*707. imitatwMi. Call it not ifioi’ningj it was the day of judgment! 

Call it mot dawn j it was the evening of death 1 Call it not day, 
ibut the gloomy eve of the woes of time ! 

Mahnmmud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps 
of the army, having given the necefiary orders, began his march. 
He was mounted upon his favorite elephant, and his mold; valued 
’ attendants were near his perfon. Zdolfeccar Khan with the tvro 
Raujepoet chiefs. Ram Sing and Dulput Roy, alio Amaun Oollah 
Khan, followed them, inclined fomewhat to tl^ left of the prince. 
The main body of the army marched next, in the center of which 
rode Azhn Shaw, fuirounded by his courtiers and a numerous 
hand of Moguh Afghan and Hindollanee ' munfubdaurs, of 

* An^ce, Holding rank. Perfons of family, but without titles of nobility. 

approved 
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approved valour. We had not as yet learped the pofition of the 

enemy, or what was the dcfign of Shaw Aulum. 

♦ 

Mahummud Bedar Bukht had reached- a village, near which was 
a ftream of clear water j and Ibme wells were alfo round about it. 
The troops at this time yvere much feparated, and every chief, inat- 
tentive to order, moved as be choie. Sedng which, I reprefentqd 
to the prince, ^at the main body was fai' beliind ; that the country 
in. his front was deftitute of water for ibme miles, and the day pro- 
aniied to be diftreilingly hot. Without order, without intelligqiTO * 
©f tlic enemy’s motions, where would he haften ? I remarked the 
icattered march of his jSollowers j Zoolfeccar Khan obliqued fo far 
to tlie left as fcarcely to be viiible, and other chiefs equally dillant 
in eveiy quarter. 1 obferved, that, if be halted here till fome news 
arrived of the enemy, there was fufficient water to refreih the 
troops, tlie artillery would come up, the emperor have time to 
join, and order be reftored in the line ; alfo that, ihould the enemy 
advance upon him, he would* have the advantage of* good ground 
and plenty of w^ter. He replied, ** Your advice is juft. Go, and 

“ inform my father 1 ih«ill follow it,” 

■ 

It happened, alfo, that Shaw Aulum had no advice of the route 
of our army; and, as there was but little water where he was 
encamped,, he had this morning difpatched his main body under 
* Monauim.Khan,, while he, with his. fons and perfonal attendants, 
hunted along the bank of the Jumna. His * peelhkhaneh, with the 
ufual efcoit under.’ Rpoftum-dilKhan, was coming on in front of 

the army, in the fame route as our line. 

• 

* Anglic^ Fortunate. He was chief minifter to Shitw Aulum. 

* Anglice, Advanced houfe. The Hindollanee chiefs have always- two fets of 
tents, &c. one of which is alwa)^ difpatched, in front of the army, to the next ground 
of encampment, and pitched for their reception. 

’ Anglice, Of heart like the celebrated champion of Firdofi’s tfbaw- 

nami^eb^.or Hiftory of •Perlun Kings. 


Upoa. 
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Upon the delivery ^of my melTage to Azim Shaw, he replied, 
“ It is very well. Go, and inform my fon I am coming up.” I 
returned to the promifed place of halt; but what did I behold! 
The prince had marched on, and left the village unguarded. 1 
fpeeded after him, and, upon gaining the fine, faw a joyful .lcene 
of congratulation on wfilory. When the prince faw me, he eagerly 
exclaimed, ** I congratulate you on vidtoryl” I replied, ** How 
« comes viftory, v/ithout a batde ? ’* Upon which his highnefs, 
..turning to a courier, faid, “ Tell Eradut Khan what you have feen.” 
This fooliih wretch then affirmed, that he had feen the * Sewarree 
elephant of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at- 
tendants, running off towards Agra. The prince then faid, that 
our left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage. 
The caufe of this imaginary viftory was thus : The advanced 
baggage of Shaw Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at- 
tacked, and, the^efcort being fmall, loon taken. The elephant leen 
running avray; belonged to Roollum-dil Khan, who commanded 
' the elcort. 

The prince, however, now ordered 'me to go and inform his 
father of the victory, fuppoiing that my being, the bearer of good 
news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and 
oblerved, that 1 could not carry intelligence fo very ridiculous and 
groundlefs; upon which the prince was angiy, and exclaimed,' 

What do you mean ?” I replied, “ Let us reaibn on the fub- 
“ jeff. Is not Shaw Aulum the Ion of Aulumgeer, and claimant 
** of the throne ? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with 
“ four Tons, valiant Tike himfelf, and a great army ? Can then any 
“ perlbn of ju(%meiit even fuppole, that he Ihould balely ily 
“ without a brittle, or even having feen his cjiemy ? What dread 


« 


can 


* That on wbichbe ufiiaUy lode. 
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“ can have feized him, who was a valiant. leader in the wars of 
“ Dekkan, againft ’ Sapiba, ‘ Sunta, and * Dhunna ? Accidents 
will happen to the baggage of armies, and this boafted victory 
“ is no more. Your troops have plundered his^ advanced tents ; 

** but woe to thofc who have been thus employed ! If important 
feivice fliould now offer, they will be ufelefs, confufed as they 
« are, and encumbered with fpoil.” To thefe remarks the prince 
angrily exclaimed, ** You are always apprehenfive, and forel^ding 
“ ill ! ” He then ordered Cafim, the * darogah of his divan, to* , 
carry the intelligence of vict<u7 Aaim Shaw. 

Scarce half an hour 'after this had elapfed, when a great duft 
arofe upon our right. Upon this, I laid to the prince, “ Behold 
“ the conlcquence of our viflory, and the flight of Shaw Aulum ! 

“ Yon cloud precedes at leall fifty thoufand horfe.” Juft as I 
had concluded, another duft arofe, which certified a fecond body 
of troops approaching. I defired his highnefs to prepVe for aftion, . 
while yet the enemy was at fome diftance. He then laid, “ Will 
“ you now go, and inform my father of the enemy’s approach ?” 
To this I replied, ** Though I wifli not to quit your highnefs's 
“ perfbn, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obey and, having laid 
this, I rode off with (peed ‘towards Azim Shaw. > On my way, *I 
beheld ftrange diforder. Amaun Oollah Khan, a reputed good 
'officer, who aded as ’ herauwul to the prince ‘ Wallajah, I met 
•with only two or three hundred ftraggling horfe, Azim Shaw was 


r • 


Son to the celebrated hfiiantta chief Sewajee, whom be fucceeded ^ but was taken 
prifoner, and put to death by Aulumgeer. 

* Another foil of Sewajee. 

* A hiinous Mharatta chief. 

* Superintendant of theVall of audiencei 

* Leader of the advancim corps. ^ 

* Anglicc, Of high raw. He was younger fon to Azim Shaw. 
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a cofs and a half farther in the rear, and his troops become fepe* 
rated into three divifions, fo that I could not ealily diftihguifh the 
royal poft j for the train of artillery had been left in Dekkan, and 
the flandard elephants were out of their ftations, fo that there was 
nothing to mark the emperor from a diftance. When Terbeut 
Khan was removed from the command of the artillery,- and his 
fiicceflor applied for orders concerning it to Azim Shaw, he was 
much enraged, and paffionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that I 
, will ufc cannon againft a ‘breeder of cattle ? I will not even 
“ ciraw the fword, but bruiftf his head with a ftaif.” 

At length I percaved the imperial * umbrella, and haftened to- 
wards it. Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli- 
gence, that they might accommodate it to the humour of their 
xnafter, demanded my bufinefs ; but, not liftening to fuch weak 
flatterers, I rode bn. When Azim Shaw faw me, he made a lignal 
for me to advance •, but, fuch was the crowd, I had Icarce ability 
to pulh through it. At length, having come near to his ’ travelling 
throne, I alighted from my horfe, and faid, “ The prince informs 
“ your majefty of the enemy’s near approach.” What fhall I fay ? 
Azim Shaw, Parting as if Rung by a Icorpion, with furious looks, 
eyes rolling, andf^ as was his cuftom when angry, pulling up his 
llecvc, exclaimed, Comes an enemy to me!” Being vexed at 
his manner, 1 replietl, “ So it appears.” He then called aloud for 
his war elephant, and, in a frantic manner whirling a * crooked 

* Alluding tn tiie bullocks ufed fur the draft of the artillery, univerfal in Htndoilan.. 
^ The umbrella is one of the imperial ciifignsi and^ when the etiquette of the court 
was kept up, HD fubjed^ dared to carry one* 

^ A feat, or rather finall couch, fixed on three poles, like the nallekec deferibed in a 
former note. . / 

^ crooked ftaft’, about three feet in length, riot unlike a crofier, ufcd by 

fakeers to lean on when they fit, and often by perfons of rarl'c as aa emblem of humi- 
lity, and having declared themfelvcs difciples to fomc holy mau 

ftaff. 
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ftaff, ftocxl upright in his throne, and tauntingly feid, “ Be not 
“ alarmed ! I am comjng up to my fon.” Hurt at this infult to 
the fpirit of my ‘prince, I faid, “ His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 
" afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
“ the enemy’s approach, that your majefty may advance with the 
“ troops, and take the •poft ufual for the emperor in the day of 
« battle!” 

Having faid this, I rode off to rejoin Bedar Bukht j but fuefr 
crowds furrounded me to afk* for news, that I could not dileng^ge 
myfclf till within a rocket’s flight of the prince. Jufl: as I had 
leached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball flruck the 
breafl; of an attendant dole to Ills perlbn. 

As I had not been undrefled for the laft two nights, and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun* and wind being 
burning hot, my ftrength'now fdled me, and I faintipd away. My 
brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horfe, laid me on the 
ground, and loofened my armour, but could get no water to revive 
me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmall 
veflel from his elephant, which gave me new life. I untied the 
folds of my veft, and poured fbme of the water on my breaft, hut 
was ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come up; 
* but, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors, whofe ftation is the 
rear of the center, pufhed on towards Bedar Bukht, and liis 
attendants crowded affer him without order. Ameer Khan pafTing 
by, and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him on 
his elephant, as did others of my friends ; but I refufed them all. 
At length my own elephant arriving, I mounted, and lay with iny 
breaft bare upon t^ree fkins of ^ water, wliich luckily for me were 
in the fear, to prctpnt my fainting a fecond time. The u.vn ele- 
phants of Azim Sjpaw, thole of his women, of the tjeafuiy, Ymd 
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the jewel office, now pufhed between me and Bedar Bukht, ib that 
1 was removed fbme diflance from liim. 

t 

The two bodies of the enemy had now approached, and halted 
within a ' rocket’s flight of our line. One of thefe was headed by 
the - prince Azeem Oofhaun, the other by Monauim Kh.an, with 
whom were alfb the princes * Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw and 
’ Jehaun Shaw. Our line was lb prefled upon on each flank, and in 
^Ae rear, by baggage elephants, cattle and followers, as greatly to 
' incommode the troops, and render them iifelefs. Shaw Aulum’s 
artillery played upon us incefTantly, and did great execution j and 
his fons advancing, fired fhowers of mufquetry, which fell like 
hail. A line of rockets extending in front of our army, was re- 
peatedly difcharged with great effcdt. The fun, obfcured by duft and 
fmoke, was in the meiidian, and the heat exceflive. At length our 
troops, grown impatient from the galling of the enemy’s cannon, 
prepared to cfx^'ge. This being told me' by my brother, who fup- 
ported me on the elephant, I railed myfelf as much as I could, 
adjufled my armour, and oblerved the motions. I law Khan Auluni 
move towards the enemy with great jupidity, upon which I waved 
my handkerchief as a lignal for the prince Bedar Bukht to follow, 
wnich he did, lb that I Ihortly could lee only the top of his 
*amaury. As to mylclf, I could not move, being wedged in by, 
the crowd of elephants around me. 


• The rocket in India is ufed In war, and the chamber being made of iron, docs 
execution wherever it ftrikes, but cannot be fent in true direftion. It will reach fiom 
three to four hundred yards. 

^ Anglice, Rcijpt£lcr of the faith, king poffcffing the world j eldcfl fon of Shaw 
Aulum. , ^ 

* King (if the world ; youngtfl fc:) of Shaw Aulum. \ 

♦^A'Canopied feat for sin elephant. An open one is called, ho w^ab, or howdah. 
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As Khan Aulum advanced nearer the eriemy, his fdlowers dl- 
mininied, gradually ,la|;^g bdiind, and not above three hundred 
ftuck by him to the charge. When I faw this, I well knew that 
all was loft. The brave chief, however, penetrated to the elephant 
of Azeem Oolhaun, and hurled his Ipear at the prince, but it 
milTed him, and ftruck the thigh of an attendant j when the prince 
drew an arrow, which pierced the heart of Khan Aulum, and he 
died on the inftant. His brother, Munnower Khan, was alfo 
wounded. Their followers ftll back in the utmoft confufion, ^*d» 
fled, as did the greateft parf of our ‘right wing, leaving the prince 
Wall^ah in a manner alone ; but, notwithftanding this defertion, 
he heroically kept his poft. Amaun Oollah Khan, feeing his 
danger, haft'ened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting, 
in the pad fupporting his feat on the elephant, it took fire, and 
burnt fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned back. The 
khaii, half burnt, fell to the ground j and his troops, thinking he 
was killed, fled in dilbrder. The prince Wallajah, "Upon this, re- 
tieated for fliclter towards Bedar Bilkht. 

A body of the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked 
Zoolfeccar Khan, but was repulftd with great lofs, and the chief 
badly wounded j but, by the decrees of Providence, Ram Sing 
Ilarra, and Dulput Raow Bonedelah, on whofe valour and con- 
duft- Zoolfeccar Khan moft depended, were both killed at tire fame 
inftant by a cannon ftiot ; upon which their raujepoots loft all 
confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their chiefs. Zool- 
fcccar Khan, however, yet remained firm with his own followers , 
but, upon being charged by the whole of Azeem Oofhaun’s divi- 
fion, he left the condudl of the battle to Syed ‘Muzuffir, mid 
retired to the reaf of Azim Sl;aw ’s^oft with Hummepcl ad Dicn 
Khan, and, havin/j difmounted rfSm his elephant, fled on borfe- 


ViAorioiis. 
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back to Gualiar, where be was received by his father, ' AflUd Khan, 
His flight determined the rout of our army/ 

The principal followers and perfonal attendants of Azim Shav\r 
now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the ground, fat down 
to wait the charge of the enemy, and fell •their lives in defence of 
their patron. Syed Abdoolla, and his brother Ilouffein Ali Khan, 
of the illuflrious houfc of Barreh, ever celebrated for valour, whofc 
, hreeftors had in every reign performed the moft gallant aaions, if 
poltible fuperior to their fires/ dcfcenclcd from their elephants, and 
prepared to engage on foot. The battle now raged hand to hand 
with fabres, and great daughter on both fides. Ilouffein Ali'Khaii 
received feveral wounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood. 
Amaun Oolla Khan was killed. Terbeut Khan, Muttullub Khan, 
and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all their arrows, ufed 
their fabresj but the former was foon killed by a mufquet ball, and the 
two latter felhdown faint with many wounds. Suffawce Khan, of 
the royal houfe of Perfia, Megrza Abdoolla, and a numerous band 
of great officers of Azim Shaw,were flain, after eacli had fhewn the 
valour of Rooftum in his defence. At lall a mufquet ball, and 
feveral arrows, flruck the prince Bedar Bukht, and he funk down 
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief 
exclaimed, “ Hadft thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns 
“ and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled 
“ in duff: and blood !” 

Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ftill alive, when a 
whirl of duff winded towards' him from the army of Shaw Aulum. 
From this now ifiucd Monauim Khan with a feleft band, the 
princes Ap-'-m Oofhaun, Moiz ad dicn JelViundar Shaw, and 
Jehatpi Shaw'. Azim Shaw" focii^reccived a niDrtal wound from a 

, ' Aoglice^ ‘Lioji i- figntfying like one in vl lour. 

mufquet 
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murquet ball, and refigned his foul to the Creator of life. The 
prince Wajlajah alfo funk down in the fleep df death. I now made 
my efcape towards Agra, not chufing to go to the enemy’s camp, 
though I had many friends, who would have given me protefrion. 

Rodftum dil Khan, who, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort of* Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his clcapc cut off, paid his refpefts 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with ^eat firmnefs. Seeing him dead, }(€ . 
afeended the elephant, and cutting off the head of the corple, 
remounted his horle, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum. 
With exulting hope of great reward, he laid his prize at the prince’s 
feet } but the compaffionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
flaughtercd brother in fuch difgrace, fhed tears of affection, and 
gave him nothing but reproaches. He ordered^ the head to be 
buried with proper refpedl, and forbad the march of viftory to be 
beaten. ** 

Monauim Khan took charge of the bodies of the unfortunate 
j)rincc8, and treated the ladies of their harams with the utmoft 
rcfpc£l and tendernefs. Though he had received a dangerous 
wound, and fuffered extreme pain, he concealed his fituation, and 
’continued on the field till late at night, to reftore order and prevent 
• plunder. He could not difmount from his elephant without help 
and was obliged, no pallckce being at hand, to be carried in a cloth 
to the prefence of Shaw Aulum. His eldcft fon» Nyeem Khan, 
aifb was dangeroufly wounded by a ball in the neck, and was reco- 
vered with difficulty. Shaw Aulum pafled the night under alhau- 
mianeh on the field of battle, and the next day, having attained 
the important obje jt of empirc^vi^h his mind freed 'from the 
8 I drqad 
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dread of a rival, moved in triumph to the gardens of ' Dhera, 
round which his army .encamped. 

T Hiall now relate Ibme particulars neceflaiy to be known con- . 
cerning Shaw Aulum ; his march from Cabul, and other proceed- 
ings, to the day of engagement with his unfortunate brotlier Azim 
Shaw. 

Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
Kljan to be * dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then held the govern- 
meiit of Cabul. This noblefnan waS of great abilities, aftive in 
the cabinet, refolute in execution, and of unbending integrity of 
mind. He foon arranged the prince’s affairs, w'hich, before his 
coming into office, were always in confuffon, owing to the aicen- 
dancy of unworthy favourites. Diflblute and oppreflive, they, 
from felf-interefted motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him from doing juftice. A ftiperfluous foldiery was 
kept up, excee^ng the ability of the revenue, and, being confe- 
quently ill paid, was ever mutinous and difeontented. At the 
fame time the Iioufliold of the prince was diffreffed. Monauim 
Khan, refpetled from the efteem in which he was held by tlie 
emperor, and his already eflabliffied charafter of great ability, loon 
gained the perfefl confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminilhed the 
prince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to 
leave no room for difcontent, or excule for licentioufneis. When 
he had thus reformed affairs at Cabul, he left his fon as his deputy 
there, and removed to Lahore, the coUetStions of which province 
were full of abufes. He had refolved to amend them, and fuc- 
ceeded, fo as to render the majority of all ranks pleafed with his 
adminiftration. When he heard of Aulumgeer’s illnefs, in order 

• 1 

* Abotft thrr c cofs, or fix miles, from Agra. * Mamgcr of the revenues. 
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, he circulated a report 
that Shaw Aulum wou)d not contend for empire, but feek protec- 
tion from his brother by a flight to Perfia. Shaw Aulum had him- 
felf, indeM, made tJiis declaration long before; and with fuch 
apparent reiblution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by his 
Ions, w^jo refided with him. Monauim Khan related to me after- 
wards the following anecdote, in thefe words : 


When 1 perceived that my attachment, fincerity, and abiliti^ 
“ had properly imprefTed Shaw Aulum’s mind, and that he \v'as ' 
** convinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret fervant, being 
“ alone one day with him, conveiiiug on the affairs of the empire, 
“ I took the liberty of thus addrelling him : It is reported that pur 
higimefs intends jiying to Perfia^ •with fo much cor^ence., that even 
** the princes^ your fonst affure me by /acred oaths of its truth. He 
** replied, Iri this rumour there lies concealed a great deJigUy to for- 
“ iioard which y I have fpread it abroady and taken pains to make it 
*• believed, Pirjly becai/e my father y on a mere fufpicion of difoyaltVy 
“ kept me nine years in clofe confnement ^ andy Jhould he even now 
“ think I cberijhed the fmalleji ambitiony be would immediately frivc 
** to accomplijh my ruin. , Secondlyy my brothery Mabummud Azim 
“ ShaWy who is my powerful enempy and valiara even to the extreme 
** (f rajhnefsy would exert all bis force againjl me. From this reporU 
“ nr/ father is eaf/y and my brother lulled into felf-fecurity ; buty by 
“ the Almighty God who gave me lifsy laying his hand on the Koraun 
** 1^ him, and as tbfs holy hooky I Jwear, though not one friend foulJ 
join mey I will meet Azim Shaw in Jingle combat y wherever he may 
“ be, ^bis fecrety which I have Jo long maintainedy and even kept 
“ from my own cb^dreUy is now entrujled to your cqre. Be cautious 


** that no injianee amduiH may betray it ! ” 

/ G 
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To proceed. Wheo the news of Aulumgeer’s death reached 
Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by fexprefs to 
Shaw Aulum, conjuring him to march with the utmoft expedition 
towards the capital, witlfont anxiety or preparation, as he fhould 
find artillery and all lupplies ready at Lahore. This wife miniftcr 
then prepared bridges over the various rivWs, lb that not a day’s 
delay was occafioned in cfo/fing to the prince’s army, which at 
Lahore was joined by a powerful train of artillery, with fufficient 
.tdts/t. He allb paid up all the troops, and advanced large fums to 
new levies. Shaw Aulum, by'long marches of ten and twelve cofs 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dhely, and Mo- 
nauim Khan entered that city with a felefl: party. The officers of 
Azim Shaw were alarmed, and either fled, or concealed themfelves 
in dilguifes. ' Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace, 
a cautious perfon,, and ever looking into futurity, though he knew 
moll of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw, 
yet was lb awc*d with the vizier’s gallantry, and the arrival of Shaw 
Aulum, that he law no lecurity for himfelf but jn refigntng his 
charge. He accordingly gave up the palace, in which were the 
treafures of Hindoftan, collefted from the reign of Akbcr to the 
prelent times. Thus was Shaw Aulumj by the aftivity and refo- 
lution of his lervant, made mailer of funds to lupport (if he chofe) 
all the troops to be levied in the empire. The army was now 
increafed to one hundred thoufand horfe, and foldiers of every call 
and le<5l flocked in crowds to the imperial llandard, where they 
were received with proper encouragement an^ amply paid. Mo- 
nauim Khan advanced with feme cholen troops before the prince 
to Agra, and though Bedar Bukht was at the Chumbul, and Azim 
Shaw arrived^ at jGualiar, he was not alarmed, but encamped im- 
mediately before the citadel. ’■'■fe.'ukcc Khan, |n old imperial ler- 

’ Ang^cc, Friend of Mahumuiud. * Angli c, Conftant. 


vant. 



MOGUL E M P LR E. 


43 


r 

vant, and governor of the fortrefs, which |ie had refufed to rcfign 
to Azeem Oolhawn, • being ceitified that Shaw Aulum was ap- 
proaching, did* not chafe to refift longer, but fent offers, that if 
Monaoim Khan would come hrft alone tnto the citadel, .he would 
refign the commands He accordingly, without the leal): diftruH:, 
en'tered* over a narrow plank, only paffable for a fingle jxrfoi!, 
which was j>laced over a deep ditch from a fniall wicket to admit 
him. As he had made a forced march from Muttra, of twenty cofs, 
he now lay down to take a few hours reft, till all his followe;s 
arrived. After this refieflwnent, he fealed up the treafury, p^cd 
his people at the different gates, and about midnight went to vilit 
Azeem Ooftiawn, who was encamped at the diftance of fix cofs, to 
w'hom he offered much friendly advice for his conduct to his father, 
who was jealous of his loyalty. When the news of the furrender 
of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Bukht at ’ Dholepore, his 
fpirit was broken, and the crimfon of his hopes faded into pale 
defpair. I was with him at the time, and percqyed that he re- 
garded every thing as loft. He immediately fent an account of the 
event to his father, who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum’s 
arrival at Muttra, as his weak fervants, fearful of his dilpleafure, 
and the ufual grofs abufe, dared not to inform him. At length 
Shaw Aulum made the propofal of a divilion of the empire, which 
was refufed, and two days afterwards the conflidl enfued, as above- 
mentioned. 


Without doubt, JShaw Aulum’s fucceffes, and his attainment pf 
the empire, were owing to the conduct and valour of this great 
minifter ? yet he never fet forth himfelf as having done any extra- 
ordinary fervice, hut would often fay to his majefty, that empire 
was tlie particuU r gift of God, and that no cbH^ation could be 

; ■ , . ^ 

' A town -n the bank of the Chumbul, in the province of Agra. • 

G 2 laid 
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laid on fovereigns ; fo that, if any one thought himlelf omducire 
to their fuccefs, it was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, frmn 
whom he kept not his intnoft thoughts, he would fay, ** Kings, 
“ through the blaze of fplendor, cannot lee impartially ; therefore, 
** if any perfon prefumes upon iervices, and would Ihew that he 
** thinks them an obligation on his mafter? the jealous difpolition 
*' df royalty cannot bear it, and rge£t$ the claim, as was clearly 
** proved in the proceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 

and ‘ Beyram Khan, his alTuming minifter." 

r 

t' 

It is now necelTary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw 
Aulum, their dij|>oiitions and behaviour, both in public and pri- 
vate. 

* Moiz ad Dien Jehaundaur Shaw, the eldeft, was a weak man, 
devoted to pldafure, who gave himlelf no trouble about Hate aliairs, 
or to gain thejittachment of any of the nobility, as will be leen 
when I come to relate his reign. 

Azeem Oolhawn, the lecond fon, was a Ifatefm^ of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the policy of encou- 
raging his grandlbns, and employing them in public afiairs j for, 
as his ions were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppolir^ to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
Azeem Oolhawn to Shaw Atilum. To tbc latter he had given the 
advantageous government of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oiil^, from whence he had now come with a rich trealure, 

*' Beyram bn the death of Humaio^, became regent during the minority of 

Akber, who, at y>e age of feventeen, ndrtbufing longer to bf governed by a fubje£l, 
difplaccu him. ' | 

* AngVwe, BefpeAer of the faith. \ 

/ and 
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anu conitderable army } aiid diough in the Igte battle he had per- 
formed grdat i^vice> yet he was fufpe^ted by his father, and 
dreaded as a rival : but to relate the caufes would be u&lefs pro- 

' Ruffeh Ocdhawn, the private companion and favourite of his 
father, was a prince of quick parts, a great proHcient in religious 
learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addided to pleafure, particularly fond of mufic, and^ 
the pomp of courtly Ihew. He paid no attention to public affaM*^ 
or even thofe of his* own houlhold. 

• Khojefteh Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the greatcft fhare of all the 
princes in the management of affairs, before his father’s accelTion 
to the throne j after which, the whole adminiflration of the empire 
was long influenced by him. He had the clofeflt friendlhip and 
conneflion with Monauim Khan, who, by his interefi, was ap- 
pointed vizietj^ 

When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of vrar, he 
took meafures to’ reduce Kaum Bukfh, who had aflumed the imperial 
titles in Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 
oppofition, but in the opinions of the wife and underftanding 

, that his behaviour would of itfelf ruin him in tliat 
i 

Monatxim Khan now called together, by attention and confbling 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who had 
cicaped from the late battle to different places. Zoolfeccar Khan 
had tied to his father, * Aflud Khan, who had the charge of Azim 



vprgudged 

ct^ntry. 


■ Anglicc, Of higb rank. 

* Of happy ftar ; king of the world. 
’ AngUce, Lion. 
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Shaw’s baggage in Gjaaliar. The vizio* had taken pains to con- 
vince his matter, that the ancient nobility were the pillars of the 
ttate, and that the welfai*e of die empire dep#nde3 on their per£>ns, 
whofe ancettors had held high offices, and acquired influence and 
refpefl with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 
them. 

As the vizarut had been conferred on Monauim Khan, at his 
.^■equett, the mott dignified office of 'vdccel muttulluk was en- 
thitted to Affud Khan, and that of meer bukilii to his fon Zool- 
feccar Khan, with the title of Ameer al Amra. The fecond 
bukhniifhip was conferred on Meerza ‘ Shawnowaz Khan Suffawce. 
Monauim Khan, rcgardlefs of trifles, fubmitted to fit below Affud 
Khan in the divans, and to (hew him every xefpeft as his fiiperior 
in office. The government of all Dekkan was granted to the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who performed the duties by his 
deputy, Daoqcl Khan Punnee, while he in perfon attended the court. 

f 

Monauim Klian, fincerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of 
zeal for the fervice of his matter, never preferred the gratification 
of his own paffions to the welfare of . the ttate, or honour of the 
fevereign. He both advifed and afled what was for his glory. 
For example, mott of the ameers of Aulumgeer had accompanied 
Azim Sha\V, and fought againtt Shaw Aulum in th«i late efon^ft, 
confequcntly were liable in juttice to whatever evils or puiiifhments 
he chofe to infiift upon them but Mcnaijim Khan became their 
general interceflbr, reprefenting to thfe emperor, that they were 


• Axiglice, Univerfal agent, I’his is an office fuperior to that of vizier. It is 
feWom filM «p, but in time of great emergency ; but it was lately conferred on the 
infent Pei(hwa,r^y his preient majedy of Dhely, though it cannot be confidercd now 
but ns an hone ir. it Teems to have been no more to AiTud Khan. 

'*• ^Myinaftcr. 

^ Ang ict;, Favoured by the king» 
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cxc^l^ble, having only obeyed an heir who fat upon the throne, 
whic^, as affairs were circumfi'anced at that time, they could not 
avoid j that, after, they had become his friends, '*eaten of his fait, 
and made new compa£ls and declarations in addition'to their former 
vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
doftan was a ftate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons ; 
that, like the magnificent pavilion of * Soleymaun, many ftrong 
pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it 
on a lafting footing ; that the noble families, who from generati(;i(f'' 
to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the 
cuftoms of the empire affd rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments ; that moft of the prefcnt nobility had alfo 
held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not ftill entiTifted with 
the pofts of greateft confidence, there would not remain a poffibility 
of fupporting the rules of the empire, or obtaining able ftatefmen 
or good gene rals. ^ Tfe«adviied his majefty to rewarcl amjily thofe 
perfons vvh.i7^nad .joined his ftandard from every quai'ter, and done 
good fervices, agreeable to their merits } but without exalting them 
beyond their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been 
dependants on the princes nobility, others again only fervants 
to fojedaurs and governors of towns. Where then could they have 
aottutfed-juefement in politics and knowledge of government, dig- 
• nity of ‘manner, or fortitude to fupport the power of command r 
He obferved, that fuch accompUfhmcnts were inherent to noble 
birth and liberal education, the natural confcquence of fuch ad- 
vantage. Such was the vizier, of whofc mafter (worthy of him) I 
now Ipeak. 

* This cxprellion implies a very ftrong conneflipn in the origin.;, vilom, 

’ * According to Mahummedan tradition^ Solomon had a vc. y iuo \tuou«; pavilion 
made for him by the Genii* ' . 
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Shaw Aiilum was generous and merciful, of a great foul 
pered With ai&bility, Milcerning o§ merit. He had ieeu the 
exercile of power'^uring the leig^s of lus* grandfather and father, 
and been tifed^ authoyty himfelf for the laft fifty years. Time 
received a new luilre from his accellion, and all ranks of people 
obt^ed favours equal, if not fiiperior, to their iherits ; fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer, 
which became abfbrbed in the bounties of his fuccef&r. Some 
narrow-hearted perfbns, however,.- out of ingratitude and envy, 

' K^ributed his general liberality to ill-placed extravagance and pi o- 
fulion ; but it is a fa6l;, that the deierving of evrery profeflion, and 
worthy of all degrees, whether among the learned or the eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne, 
which the eye of time prior to this had never feen, nor had fuch 
been heard of before by the cars of fame. His perfonal qualities 
and perfe£tions, /peech is unequal to relate. His valour was fueb, 
that he had refblved on meeting Azim Shaw, whole bravery was 
celebrated, iiV^ fingle combat. His four lhn^-^^oflefl«i of great 
power and confidcrable force, he fuffered conftantl^^ 4>c near his 
perfbn, 7iever giving himlelf a moment's fufplcion regarding them, 
nor preventing tlieir fonning conne<5tions with thC prime nobility ; 
upon which fubjefl I, the humbleft of^liis flaves, once ventured to 
prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it my duty, 
as I had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I rep cefentecl-. hp- 
wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God’s permiftlon, I will > 
one time or other relate. He permitted the fbns of thole princes, 
•who had fallen in battle againft him, to appear at all times com- 
pletely ai med In his prefence. The infant children he let reniain 
tinrnoicdcfl with their motliers, while thole arrived at manhood 
fiaily accotnpan.icd him in the chace, unguarded, and fhared in all 
jjis tUvcrlion^ Jfis court v/as magnificent to a degree beyond that 
t Seventeen princes, his fbns, grandfbns, and 

i 6 nephews. 
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n^Kews, fat generally round his thi’one, in tlu? manner following : 

— his right hand* J^undaur Shaw* his ^Ideft fon* with his 
thr® fons, *his third fod RulFch Oolhawn with his tliree Jfons, and 
Bed^ Dii* fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. C5n his left* Mahum- 
mud Azeem Oolhawn with his two fons** and Jehaun Shaw with 
his fon. ’ AU Tibbar, the only furviving Ion of Azim Shaw, fat 
on the right hand of Azeem Oofliawn, and a little to the right, 
foniewhat advanced, the two Ions of Maliummud Kaum Bukih. 

Behind the royal princes, on the right, flood the fons of conquered 
fovercigns, as of Seconder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Kootpiif . 

Shaw, king of Golsonda j alTo a vallf crowd of the nobility, from 
the rank of feven to throe thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on 
tlie platform bctw'cen the filver rails. How can I mention every 
particular of the fplendid fc nc ? On the * eeds, and other feflivals, 
his majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfumes to 
all in his j^refeiice, according to theh ranks. His gifts of jewels, 
drefies, and other favours, were truly royal. Wfieo in private, ho 
drdfed plain and ln;,mljly, like a rc’.gious, and daily*, without fail, 
prayed with-’llia^ in company. Frequently on holiday;, and Fri- 
days, w'hen travelling, he would read the praycis Ihir.klf, in the 
• 

* AngHcc, Of high ctefeent. 

* The Ivlahunynedans have two grand cedsr' or hoVdays, one at the conduFion of 
the ramzaun, and the other on the anniverfary of the day on which Abraham confented 
to facrifice hi^fon. On thefe days, tents aic pitched .ibout a mile diftant from the 
city, to which the cmi^eror goes in great ftatc to -pray, and on his return receives 
prefents from his ameers, on whom he confers licnorary dreffes according to rank. 

The fame ceremony is obferved in every town-, by the governor. At the lafl ced-*, 
after prayers, a caniel is facrificed, and afma'I p'\rt vif it drefled, and eaf.’n on t ie fpot 
by the eropetor and his attendants. The ca\d.bM.dcs which I chanc 'd 

each of thefe days, at Luenow and Banaris, wci j very brilliant, aiul ; ; ^ 
idea of the aftonifhing l|>lcndor which mult have graced thefe in th'* i - 
of the empire. It is probable Mr. Zoffam may oitcr the pub)tc • \ \ i.i 

utLucnoWj on the firfl. ced in 1784, as he was prefent, and took a i'vtca • 

/ 
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grand tent of audience, and repeat portions of the Koraun v^th a 
tone and iweetnefs vifhich captivated the moft eloqueijt AralMns. 
He never milled the devotions of the latter part 9 f the nighty and 
frequently einployi^ the whoie in prayer. ■ In the early part of the 
evening, he liad generally an aflembly of the religious, or learned 
men. He himfelf related ' traditions, in the number of which he 
excelled, as well as in a knowledge of the holy laws. He had ex- 
plored the dilferetit opinions of all fe£bs, read the works of all 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefts of each. 

, ' this account, fome over-ftri6t devotees accufed him of hetero- 
doxy in his religious opinions, through mere «ivy of his liiperior 
abilities. 1 heard moil: of his tenets, and lamented the infolence 
. of his vain critics j for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and 
orthodox he was in his opinions on reli^ous points. But how can 
I enumerate all his perfeftions ! It would fill volumes to recite but 
a fmall part j therefore I lhall defift, and now relate, as briefly as 
poflible,' the ^sxpedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the 
deathrd^oted*Kaum Bukfli. 

It has been already mentioned that the late emperor, a few days 
before his death, diipatched Kaum Bukfh to Begapdre. . This 
prince was of an excellent memory, leaned, and a pleafing writer, 
pdflHled of all outward accompliihments in a high degree } but 
there was in his mind a flightinefs that approached near to infa nity^ 
He feldom remained a month in his father’s pre^ce, Imtj'l^^r fbme . 
niifbehaviour, he was reproved, degraded, or confined j and fbme 
afls were done by him, to mention which w’ould be unwozthy of 
me. When he arrived at Begapore, he immediately proclaimed 
himfelf in the * khootba, and ftmek coins in his owm name. What 

^ follies 

* Anecdotes and maxims of the iirophct, 

is a form of prayer, in which the fouls of all departed patriarchs and 
pi-ophets'Vre firft prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahummud. 
'I'lie foulsh;;f the reigning family’s ance^ors are then recommended to mercy, and the 

whole 
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follijC|s was he not guilty from the madnefs of his mind, and 
the confidence he put in lying vifionanes ! Thefc wretches had 
haileo each of t&c jpances with a prophecy iff fuccefiion to the 
throne, fwearing they had converfations in their reveries writhGod, 
liis prophet, and the pkrus f^ts, who had promiled thdr afnil> 
ance, fo tiiat human force was unneceflaiy. They.affured Kaum 
Bukfh, that he need not levy any troops for his fupportj foi*, 
though an enemy Ihould march ag^fi: him with aH the myriads 
of ' I'oor and Sullum, they would not dare to face his fight, , 

Id's engage in batthv Flatteftd by this, and impelled by madnefs, 
the weak youth regarded Jiimfelf as emperor, and invincible in his 
fingle perlbn j to prove which,' he would often relate, in a raving 
manner, ftrange prognoffics and divine greetings ihewn to hitnfelf. 
His prophets having told him, that his eldeft fbn would alfb one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put him to death. Hut; was withheld 
from that crime by thc^diread he had of Anhimgeer : however, he 
kept him corrtaiMy in confinement^ miferably clothed, and worie 
fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death. 
From the fame caule, on ilLplaced fufpicions, he inflicted tortures 
and uncommon punifhments on the ladies of his haram, putting 
many of them privatdy to death. To his fcrvants, cennpaniofis, 
and confidajts, he oftai behaved with outrageous cruelty, doing 
fuch a^slo-them as before eye never faw, nor ear had heard. 

Nolmthflanding thefe blots in his charafVer, as he was a fon of 
Aulum^r, and that part.of the empire had been given to him, at 
firfl: moft of the chiefs of Uekkan, whether Muffulmauns or Hin- 

whole'concludes wiA 9 prayer for the profperity of the monarch oh the throne, and the 
welfare of his fubje£ls. It is read every Friday irf the mizid or grand niofque 

of all towns, and on the ceds or grand fcftivals. 

* Two great holls, mentioned in the Koraun. . . , 

H ^ , doos. 
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does, crowded to hij; ftandard, and the Imperial officers, as Syef 
Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan,, and others of* all ranks, joined m ac- 
knowledging him emperor. Leaving his fofler-brother, '^Meer 
MuUung, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Beejapore 
as governor, he marched himlelf to Hyderabad, then commanded ‘ 
by Rooftum Dil Khan, who had iucceeded his father, '.Jan-lippar 
Khan, by Aulumgeer’s orders, in that government. In this pro- 
vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars to bis obedience, and 
rtdiiplaced others. 

(I « 

* Ghazee ad Pien Khan Bah^ar Firofe Jung, who had acquired 
a moR powerful induence in Dekkan, was chief of the Tooranee 
moguls, and kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn himfelf 
from .^im Sha^y. He was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum’s 
refentment, he haviitg adviied that prince’s being confined, when 
Aulumgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre- 
nupufiy endeavoured to attach the Tooranees to Kaum Bukfii, and 
for this purpofe had appointed for that pr^eJ§.TpQsceptor, Syed 
Oughlan Seyadut Khan, the agent at coui’t, and bofom confidant 
of Ghazee ad Pien Khan, venerated alfo by all. the Toranees of 
every rank. He had alio charged them with the protection of his 
perfon but fuch was the temper of the unhappy prince, that at a 
time like this, when he claimed the throne, and^ ' favourably for 
his caufe, Ghazee ad Dien .Khan dreaded Shaw Aulifiri,''he^could 
not make him his friend ; on the contrary, he did many aCts to 
difpleafe him, and excite his alarms. This chief was an abk ftatef- 
man of long experience, who, though blind of fight, could clearly 
perceive the mind of man } therefore, wliatever wifhes he might 
have to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet he loon faw 

the follies of Kaum Bukih, and declined his caufe, as ruinous and 

• > 

* Life-refigning. 

“• An^iicc, Champion of the faith ; vaUant and fortunate in war; 

\ 8 - loft. 
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loft. In a fhort time t<Jo, the chief zemindars of Dekkan, who 
ha(^ in general jjolned'his ftandardj diipleafed at his conduct and 
heedlels iheddmg of human bloody his inconftancy of mind and 
breach of treaties, left him, and retired* to their own countries, 
where they took care to fecure themfeives, till the diiputes for the 
throne ftiould be decided. 

•Thus, though the preteniions of Kaum Buklh were of no great 
importance, yet he was a Ton of Aulumgeer, and claimed a right^tcx 
the empire. Thc> behaviour of. Ghazee ad Dien Khan allb de- 
manded confideration. • 'Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode- 
pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambeer, did .not ihew that obedience and 
refpeft to the throne which had been obferved by their anceftors, 
and meditated rebellion. All thefe circumftances made his majefty 
refolve on marching to Dekkan. The * khan khanan opened a 
correfpondence vrith Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to whom he gave much 
confolation, alTura^^'es of favour, and friendly adVice. That ex- 
perienced. {latHman, opening his eyes on the viciflitudes o( life, 
faw it >yas his intereft, if his majefty would forget the paft, and 
. not moleft him in his fortune, to bend his head in fubmiflion, and 
retire from bufmefs to a Jife of devotion. His only fon, * Cheeu 
Koolich Klyin, had long difagreed with him, and his brolher, 
*■ Hamid, ^han, whom he had appoint^ his deputy in cohunand 
of the troops, had feparated from him, and j^ne over to the pre- 
fence. The Tooran chiefs of his houftiold allb, when they faw 
his fortunes on the decline, had left his fervice. All thefe events 

• 

■ Son of the celebrated JelTwunt Sing> who zOed fb caphal a part in the competi- 
tions of Aulumgeer aryl his brothers. 

* Lord of Lords. Monauim Khan is mieant by this title, which he received frora 
Shaw Aulum. 

3 Anglice, Sword-drawing lord. He was afterwards &mous as al Ivlulluck* 

^ Anglicc, AiEfting. 

■\ 
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.! Ynade him glad to embrace jtke promifcs of the minifter* and thank- 
fully accept the foubadacy of Ahmcfiabad'Guzarat. He accord- 
ingly eroded the Nerbudda, and Ibft Dekkan without trouble, 'but 
his fears prevented his coming to the court. He had not been in 
that of Aulumgeer fince his lofs of light, which that generous and 
forgiving prince, out of regard to his foirtter Icrvices,' ahd from 

motives of policy, had exculed. 

* ' < 

' *' Sliaw Aulum began his march to Dekkan with an army fuperior 
to that of any of the former emperors, and a'fplendor till now 
unfeen, having in his train all the princes, and a great concourfe 
of,ndbility of eveiy rank. The prudent and able Monauim Khan 
took fuch meafurcs for the fupplies of this mighty force, exceeding 
Aulumgeer’s by ah hundred thoufand men, that the emperor had 
no trouble or difficulty, though only in the banning of his reign, 
when the revenues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor 
relpeft for the throne been properly imprefledJjft ^ffer ent quarters. 
When his majelly had arrived at Aurungabad, h^o?b<|ie would 
advance towards Hyderabad, where the frantic Kaum Bujelh then 
was, he .wrote him feveral kind letters and friendly admonitions, to 
this effect “ Our ever-honoured father religned to you only 
“ i^egapore j but we give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thefe 
two extenfive countries, long famous for their great | ipgs,_ j^ro.- 
ducing a revenue more lhah half of Hindoftan, we leave toyou, 
** without interference or reluctance, and Ihall efteem you dearer 
than ^ur own children. Think not thefi of contention, nor 
** confent to Ihed the blood of the faithful, nor diflurb the repole 
“ of our government. If you give the ear of acceptance to this 
“ advice, we will farther cmifer upon you the nizamut df Dekkan, 
“ if agreeable to youj and,. after vifiting the facred tomb of our 
fatlicr, we wiU return to Hindoftan.” 


There 



55 


MOGUL EMPIRE. 

There was no treachery or deceit in tins :generous offer, for 
Shaw Aulum always fhewed tendernefs, lih^lity and afie£tion, in 
his conduifl to his bi'others. Kaum Bukfh» weak and felf-conceited 
as a child, bent* on error, paid not the iinalleft attention to his^ 
brother, and continued to frelh affronts to his audiority. 
Rooftum Dll Khan, Syef Khan of the Imperial lervants, and others 
of no family or note, bn whom he had beftowed titles of nobility, 
with about twenty thoufand horle and foot, were now with him, 
but, difgufted at his behaviour, meditated opportunities to quit 
him. Monauim Khan, with his ufual prudence, had fent tljem . 
letters, alTuring tbpm of thc*empj8rdlr’s forgivenefs and favour ; fo 
that all, even to Mecr Mpllung, Kaum BuklK’s fofter-brother, had 
refolved to come over, and embrace his proteftion ; but the prince, 
fufpeding their intentions, put to death Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef 
Khan, and Meer Mullung, and plundered their families of all they 
pofleffed, on the fame day, and in the fame place. He had after 
this no officer of confcquence with him, and his .treafure being 
expended, all his troops deferred, except about ten thou&nd of the 
worft Dekk?r.iiorie, and his fmall artillery j yet he ftill refolved to 
hazard a Hattie. ' When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of 
Hyderabad, the.unfortunate Kaum Bukfh loft daily his followers in 
crowds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to their homes j 
while the remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly threateifed - 
tog^lunder Ijis effedls. Will it be believed, that he yet determined 
to refift, aifd expected victory ? He even quitted the afylum of the 
city walls, and encamped upon a plain about the diftance of three 
cofs, with his fmall force, within fight of the emperor’s army ; fo 
great was his enthufiaftic belief in the prophecies of his deceiving, 
and perhaps lelf' deceived, devotees. 

Shaw Aulum, from compaffion to his brother, and the hope of 
yet reducing him by gentle means, would not permit his troops to 

.£tack> 
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attack i but Kaum Bukfti interpreted the inaflivity of the Imperial 
army into fear, from his belief that the prophecies in his favour 

C 'tre now on the point of accompliftiment } 'for he had been aflured 
y vifionaries, that, though alone, mighty hofts would nevec* pre- 
vail againft him. Accordingly, though deferted by almoft all his 
followers, he yet obftinately refufed to pay allegiance to his brother. 
At length the ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who had a keen 
enmity agaiiiR the miiguided prince, and wiihed to ihew his zeal 
A. H. 1120. for iiis i^evv patron, refolved to leizc him. He accordingly obtained 

A. C. 1708. . . 1. r 

. leave to march, under the pretence of reconnoitring the enemy, 
and moved towards him with his oWh followcys, a divilion from 
the troops of Monauim Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the 
chief Neema Sindia. The unfortuftate prince prepared to with- 
ftand liich fuperior force j but, bring charged at once on all lides, 
, was inftahtly deferted by all his followers, except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwithftanchng this, he continued, as long as he 
had ftrength, ,to*ufe his bow and arrows from his elephant, till at 
length he funK down on his leat, thiough lojsrf blood from feveral 
wounds. He was then taken prilbner by DaoodTCfianKand carried 
to the prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with hi^ brothers, ha'^ flood at 
fome diflance during this extraordinary fkirmifh. • 


'‘The captive prince was conveyed immediately ^ the Imperial 
tents, and bring Irid upon a bed in the ' tulhbeh khaneh, near4ke 
private apartments, was vifited by his brother, the eraper^, who , 
endeavoured to coinfort lum by every expreflion of affedlionate 
concern. The pbyftcians and furgeons alfo attended, but be would 
not allow his wounds to be dreffed, though earneftly entreated by 
his majefty and his fons. He fpoke but little ; but when the prince 
Ruffeh Oo^wn tenderly alked, why he hgid refufed offers of 


r 


* An oratory, where prayers are faid. 


favour* 



MOGUL EMPIRE. 


57 > 


favour, lie replied, “ His majcfly was very gracious ; but liovv 
“ could I’fubmit .to •lUeet him in any other way than this?” 
Upon Jehauu Sh&w’s repeating thequeilion, he exclaimed, “ I have 
** done wrong} do Hot you follow my example!” One of the 
princes afking him if he had more than a thoufand followers when 
taken, he angi ily anfwered, “ No j but had there been left than 
“ five hundred, I could with equal eafe have brought niyfelf here.” 
He then turned to the emperor, and faid, “ There are, in a cafket 
“ upon my elephant, fome. jewels of our father and niy own, o£ 
“ which I beg your majeftys acceptance." After this he grew 
faint, and languilhed in filencc,' without uttering a fingle groan, 
till nine at night, when he refigned his foul to the Creator of life. 
\Vc are from God, and to, God w^e muft retuj-n. 

When Shaw Aulum had thus fucccftfully concluded the war 
with his brother, he did not chide to remain longer in Dekkan, 
tliough the affaii’s of tliat country required much arrangement, to 
infurc its fiU’>:c dcpcndance on the empire. Perhaps he dreaded 
the fate of his father, who, after the reduction of Bcejaporc, Hy- 
dcrahad/and the taking of Sambah, remained to finlfli fame objeefts 
which then appeared cafily attainable, hut aftcrw.ai'Js extended in 
fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan for the remaindcjp of 
his life. IJd'iiad often lamented this neceflity, and the relaxation 
w hich his^.abfence occafioned in the government of Hindoftan j 
and would frequently fay to his confidants in private, ** My difloyal 
“ fuhjcfts have impofal upon me this play-thing, that they may 
“ enjoy commands and Iionnurs.” - But 1 am wandering from my 
fubjeft. Shaw Aulum, in the height of the rains, began his march 
from Hyderabad, leaving as deputy-governor of Dekkan, Daood 
Khan Punnec, a native of the country, and a nobleman ^f, great 
military fame. Wlien he recrofled the Nerbudila, it was ijiteWed 
to employ all the powers of governrnent to lettle, in a pr^^r 

I manner, 
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manner, the Rajapoofe countries, which had been difafFefted ever 
fince the acceflion of Auiumgeer j who, -though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri- 
tories he had appointed imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in Dekkan, to punifh them effectually. They had indeed 
vifited Shaw Aulum, but had left his camp without permiffion, and 
now' openly fliewed their defigns to ftruggle for independence, in 
clofe alliance with each other j to bind which, Jey Sing had efpoufed 
•the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crifis, intelligence amved that 
the ' Siks had rilen in rebellion. This feCt of infidels, known alio 
by the names of Nannukkea and'Gooroh, had long been eftablifhcd 
in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his dc- 
fcendants was the prefent chief, to whom had flocked great crowds 
of all ranks, refigning to his difpofal, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and properties. Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took 
arms to extend his errors, and overturn the bf.lis of the true faith. 
He engaged Vizier Khan, the fojedaur of *Sirhind, who w’as killer! 
in the aCHon, with numbers of his followers ; aft-'r which the 
gooroh pofTcfied himfelf of the town of Sirhind, and mahy difl-riCts 
of Doaub, as far as ’ Boreah, Saarunpore, and Shawd^urah, on 
both banks of the river Jumnah, where he committed unlimited 
extefles, razing all public edifices, as mofques, colleges, maufo- 
leums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the ^^^^ful of every 
age and fex, and plundering with the moft cruel feyJSrity. The 
ojipreflions of thefe wretches were every day increafing, and there 
was no nobleman daring enough to march frcvn Dhely againft them. 
Afoph ad Dowlah AflUd Khan, who governed that capital, Ihewing 


* -They now pofl^fs the provinces of L:ihore, Multan, and part of Dhcly, plunder- 
ing as f.iniouth annually as Robilcund. ' * 

'* A cojfWer.ible town, about fift5' cofs N. of Dbtly. 

^ frhelc (liilridls are now held by Zabtah Khan, a Rohilla chief, who however pays 
a,.;i -butc to the biles, and it is fnid has entered into their feit. 


1 
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great figns of fear, the inhabitants were alarmed, and began to fly, 
with their families and. effeds, towards the eaftera provinces, for 
flielter from the* impending ftorm. All this being reprefented to 
the emppror, in the higheft colours, his raajefty thought it beft to 
march in perfon againfl; the infurgents : for this reafon, he refolved 
for the prelent to lay alkie the defign of totally expelling the raja- 
pootes, and to confirm their allegiance, by winking at their of- 
fences, till a more convenient opportunity of punilhment. I'hele ■ 
zemindars had, for generations, been uled to obey, and had not^* 
in fa6f, either fortitude or ability to oppole openly the emjicro/ of 
Uindoftan, whole appearance againfl: them in arms would have 
been fufficient to curb their infolence j but the khankhanan, alarmed 
at the infurreftion of the Siks, did not properly refletSt on that 
tircumftance, and defeended to Ihew the rajapootes fuch favours as 
were inconfiftent with good policy, as well as the dignity of the 
fovercign : but he was not alone to blame, as there were other 
agents in this bufmefs. The four princes were conftantly intriguing 
againfl: each other, to obtain influence in the management of public 
affairs, which ocCaiioned much delay and confufion in bulinefs, fo 
that the kfliankhanan thought it happy to fleer his veflel lafe through 
four fuch ' great feas j and could not aft fo independently for the 
public good as he wiftied, being obliged to attend to the capricious 
interetts of othtfrs, among which he found it difficult to prelcrve 
his own. ^mong the remarkable occurrences of the expedition 
into Dcfckan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw’s influence with his 
father, and ^he rife of jthat of Azeem Oolhawn, of whom till now 
the emperor had ever been lulpicious. The prince Jehaun Shaw 
was of haughty and independent fpirit, ready to take fire on the 
imalleft negle<5t. This,, with the behaviour of his fa vanr^^ alarmed 
and difpleafed the kliankhanan, who, for his own fafety, 

• Meaning ihc power and influence of Uic four princes. 
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an opportunity to dcftroy his influence in public aflairs : a talk of 
no great difficulty, to -one well acquainted with the dilpofition of 
Shaw Aulum, almofl; equally warm with his fon^ who had more 
than once difpleafed him <hy his behaviour, fo that he had e^refled 
to him his diffatisfadlion. The prince. Upon this, thought to 
prove his difintereftednefs and independence, by neglecting to fre- 
quent the durbar, and engage in buflneCs as ufual. Azeem Oofliawn, 
who iiad reaped experience in office, and was well verfed in the 
inti'igues of a court, perceiving coolnefs takmg place between Je- 
' haiin Shaw and the khankhan^t, paid fo much flattering attention 
tp the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
Itill more offence to Jehaun Shaw, who nad too much pride to 
expoftulatc, but negleCled tlie minifler in return. He foon after 
fell fick, and his indifpofltion ctmtinuing a long time, gave Azeem 
Oolhawn ample opportumty of acquiring influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and thesi favourites whom his majefty trufted with the 
fulled: confidence ; while he continued to be pleaied with them, but, 
on the fmallefl: difguft, or in their fhorteft abfence, he forgot them 
altogether. • 

Azeem Oofliawm having thus gained the credit he aimed at with 
hi&. father and the minifter, employed it in foftening the rigour of 
government againft thole who laboured under difpleafure j 
thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they w?^ld readily 
return his favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of 
his father fliould give him a Claim to the empire. It was from this 
hope, that he advifed indulgence to the refraClory rajas, and con- 
defoended to repair to their camp, and conduCt them from thence 
to his fathsf, .permitting tliem to be accompanied by all their troops 
armed/J^uch unufual indulgence was far from* anfwering the end 
exa^«qB by the prince, wht) fhor.ld have feen, that it could only 
teafl to difplay publickly the fears of government, and confequently 
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muft refleft difhonour on its advifer, and render him weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon* honours were allowed. 
In Ihort, the two cajas, attended by all their followers, paid their 
refpecS^s to his majefty on the line of fnarch, were gratified with his 
alTent to whatever their infolence demanded, and difmified to their 
homes with rich: prefents and alTurances of favour. 


When this affair was finifiied, the emperor marched without 
delay towards Lahore, not even ftopping to make an entrance eithyr 
at Agra or Dhely. In a Ihprt time, he arrived at Sirhkid, which* 
the rebels deferred on his approach, and retired to ' Daber, the 
original refidence of thfeir goorroh or chief, where they fortified 
themfelves as ftrongly as pofiible. Though this infurredtion was 
not of fuch importance as to difturb the general repofe of the 
empire, yet his majefty, defender of the faith, hearing that the malice 
of the rebels was directed at religion, thought it his duty to go againft 
them in perfon ; in this, copying the example of Aijlumgeer, who, 
in the latter part o( his reign, appeared at the fiege of every fort 
belonging to unbelievers j otherwile, what ability had a \vi etched 
and inf/tuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a gloi'ious 
monarch ? The exertions of one of the principal ameers, or, at all 
events, *of the princes, would have been equal to the extinction of 
the rebellioii, <ind explofion of the fchifm. 


The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goorroh’s 
camp, which lay round the walls of Daber on different heights, 
commanding the palfes to that fortrefs, fituated on a fummit, fur- 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep paths. Shaw Aulum 
had rcfolved to lie inadtive before the enemy for feme time, in 
hopes by this to fender them confident, and tempt thejj^to an 

* At the entrance of the Sewalic mountains, which connrdt Hindoftan with 
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engagement ; on which account he iflUed politive orders to th 
princes and all tlic anfeers, nojt to advance nearer the^goorroh’s 
lines on any pretence, however favourable. Some, days paflfd in 
iiiadlivity, when at lengtlj the khankhanan entreated permifljpn .of 
his majefty to advance, with his own followers, to reconnoitre the 
enemy’s polition : which was granted, on condition that he Ihould 
not commence an attacl* without further orders from the prefence. 
How'cver, when he had arrived within ftiot of their lines, the 
enemy began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of 
thein. infantry on the heights galled hyn with rockets, mufquetry, 
and arrows. His fbldiers, enraged, were not no'^ to be reftrained ; 
and the khankhanan, morejealousof his nlilitary fame than fearful 
of the emperor’s difpleafure, ventured for once, to difobey, by giving 
diredtions to attack. He difmounted from his horfe, and led his 
brave troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, driving the 
rebels from them ^ with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene pafling within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldiers, 
emulous of .glory, waited not for orders, but ^aliened to join the 
attack in great numbers ; while the emperor and the font princes 
viewed the fight from the Iquares of their cncampments,\ with a 
mixture of anger and fatisfadlion. At lafi: the enemy were driven 
from all their works, to the narrow fummit round the fort of 
Daber, where they continued to defend themielves ln,,a defperate 
manner, but without even the hope of efcape fron^ general 
flaughter ; when night coming on, rendered friends and (oqs undif- 
tinguilhablc to each other. The khankhanan, fiire of having the 
goorroh in his power, gave orders for his troops to ceafe the attack, 
and lie upon their arms iii/ their prefent pofition, till the morning 
Ihould enable him to finilli it with fuccefs. He had, however, 
unluckilyi^le^fled to block up a narrow path leading from tfie 
fort te" tic hills, either becaufe he had not perceived it, or was 
fatis&d mat it could not lead. but to where theJmperial troops were 
/ ' polled. 
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pofted. The goorroh, a liian of great art^ generally appeared in 
the drefs dhd f}dendor*of a prince, when he wilKed to be public j 
but, if occafion ‘required privacy, he difguifed himfelf in the habit 
of ' a'^ogie or fynaflec, in fuch a mannet, that few, even among 
his own people, could know him. During the night, he, without 
acquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and 
left the fort undifeovered. The khankhanan, about dawn, le- 
nevved the attack, and gained the place, after a fhort ftruggle, 
fword in hand, exulting in the certainty of carrying the goorrcJfi^ 
dead or alive to the emperoi? whofe*difplcafure at his difobcdicnce 
of orders, vvoukl by this fervice *be changed to approbation : but 
who can I'clate his weight of grief and difappointment, at finding 
that his promifed prize had elcaped, without leaving a trace behind 
him ? The goorroh’s fpecd of foot was uncommon, and he only 
acquainted with the paths and mazes through the hills that led to 
the fnowy mountains, which he had marked for flieltcr. The 
khankhanan loll for an Inftant almoft the ufe of his faculties, 
which were abforbed in dread of the emperor’s anger, not without 
reafon. he was, agreeable to cuftom after an important vic- 
tory, beating tlje march of triumph in his way to the royal tents, 
orders arrived, *commanding him to flop the drums, and not dare 
to enter the prcfcnce. He retired, drowned in defpair, to his envn 
tents ; wher/* he had the cruel mortification of learning every 
in/lantj fvom meffengers, that his enemies exulted in his fall from 
favour, and openly condemned his condufl with malicious zeal in 
the jtrcfence of his majefty, who was highly enraged againll him. 
But though this did. not continue long, and Shaw Aulum, regard- 
ing his former fervices, received him again into fav^)ui', after a few 
days, yet this nobi^* and faithful mirrifler never rccovcI^l^iVom the 
cucCls of the royal ingratitude. This grief, added to the lie 


felt 
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felt at feeing three of ^tlie princes and the anf^r al amra ufing all 
arts to complete his ruin, Ruck like a poifoned arrow iti'his- breaft . 
He loft all fatisfadrion from worldly enjoyments, the emptinels of 
which he now lb fully experienced, and from the day of his dilgracff 
declined in his health ; fo that not long after he was reduced to 
^ keep his bed, where he lingered a few days, and then re%ned his 
a. c. 1712. foul to the angel of death j who never, in the uncounted ages of 
his office, feized on a foul more pure, or lefs defiled with the frail- 
ties of human nature*. 

r 9 

While Shaw Aulum, juRas a‘fovereign, and liberal as a man, 
reigned over the empire with a gentle hand, in perfedt repofe. Pro- 
vidence was preparing new revolutions, and Time haftening to 
difclofe events of dreadful importance. The bloflToms numeroully 
Ihooting under the influence, of the Imperial fpring, were deftined 
to be blaRed by the Rorms of autumn, and only one unkindly fruit 
to remain on ^he royal tree. A deadly vapour, poifonous as the 
piercing venom of the fnake, all at once infeJfed the head and heart 
^ of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the* heavyy Rrokc of 
the kceneR weapon. So inRantaneous was the fatal effcCT, that it 
gave full reafon to imagine it proceeded from poifoh. He was all 
at once feized with faintings, v;hich continued without intermiffion, 
A. c. 1712. till, on the 21R of Mohirrim, 1124, being Monday t^ght, he de- 
ferred this vain world for that of etcraity. He had bcep^ from the 
firR inRant of his illnefs, given over, and the princes and ladies of 
the liaram made continual and loud lamentations round his bed. 
It happened one day, that, as Mahummud Moiz ad Dien and 
Azeem Oofhawn were fitting near it, the latter, perceiving under 
a corner pillow a dagger of very cxquifite workmanfliip, 

took to admire the jewels with which it was adorned, and tlie 
wa^ the blade. Upon his drawing it from the fcabbard, Moiz 
adrDicn, jealous of his brother, was feized with a panic. He 
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l^arted up, and retired with fuch precipitation, that he ftruck the 
turban froai his head ^gainft the door pf the tent, forgot his flip- 
pers at the entrance, and fell down ovk* the ropes. Being adifted 
to rife and adjuft lus dre/s by his lervantsr who were aftonifhed at 
his ftrange a^ons. and appearance, he rode off to his tents with 
all the i^ed and hurry. poiSble. This occafiioned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, among many others, haitened towards the ‘dur- 
bar. I met the f^ce, with his attendants, puihing on his elephant 
with frantic haftc * upon obferving which, I endeavoured to paj(^ 
unobferved ; but he knew me, and fent a meflenger to call mt to* 
him. As 1 had pfevioufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I 
did not obey the mandafe, but paded on to the emperor’s tents, 
where 1 fat down in the guard-room of *Mahabut Khan, third 
bukfhh wliich was clofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
duty there in perlbn. He fent for me, and I. found with him 
Mirza Shaw-tiowaz Khan Sul&wee. I had before interefted my- 
feif, at the defire of both, in bringing ^ut a c(mde5tion between 
Azeem Ooihawn and the ameer al amra ; for which purpofe I had 
employed Shekh* ’ Coodderut Oolla as a meflenger, and betimes 
my grandfon, ♦ Einaiut OoUa. The ameer al amra now deflred 
me to fend thedatter to Azeem Ooihawn, to aik him how he could 
ferve him on the prefent oTxafion. I fent him, but he itturped 
with a reply^aionic and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
to the coTfimander of an ht^red. It was written in Shekh Coo- 
derut OoUa’s (confidant to the prints) own hand, as follows : “ As 
“ the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport but this 
** court, and mofl; have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra 
**. may alfo pay his duty, with afluranbe of a gracious reception, 

* TTie court of die ^peror, or any odiei pedbn in high aumonty. i '• 

* Angllce, Commanding awe. * ^ 

^ Anglice, Providence of God, 

* Gift of God. • , . 
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in the prdjaice.” When the ameer al amra read this, he ifaed 
tears, and faid to me,"mriiti much .emotion, , “ You lee the imumers 
** of the prince and Ins advifiu's ! Whatever is the will of God, 
“ mull take place. Alas 1 the errors of a favourite, unaoqiuuated 
** with government, often endsuiger the very exiftence of his 
** mailer. When fortune frowns any one, he is fore to do 
** that which he ihould not.” After ftying this, he immediately 
quitted the guard>room, coUefled his Hdlowers, and moved his 
tpnts and effc6ls to the quarter of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where 
*he Uiought his fervices more lately to^antwer his own intereft. 

t 

The camp was. lb dii|H»led, that the tents of the emperor were 
pitched along one bank of the river, and on the other oppoiite, 
thofe of the prince Aiseem Oolhawn, at a confiderahle diilance 
•from the ' city. The three other princes were encamped nearer to 
it, but Moiz ad Pien alnnoil clofe to the walls, and the greateft 
part of his tr^in ooeupied the houfes of the neared dreets. The 
induence, riches and power of Azeem Ooihawn, had long raifed 
againd'hkn the en^mity and jealoufy of his brethren, who had, for 
their general . dtfety, formed a compadl to fuppoit eal^ other. 
The aewm’ al amra had fonmeriy been diiguded at A'zeem Ooihawn, 
Ibr preferring to himdlf, the khwkbanax* and MahabutKban } from 
which time lie had courted alternately Rudbh Odihdwq and Jehaun 
Shaw. On this ocscation, he fwore to aiiid the three brothers in 
cdec^ing the dedru6tion of Azeem Ooihawn, and make an equal 
diyifion of tlie empire and royal sreafuies among them. 

Azeem Ooflwtwn, already in polleffion of the Imperial camp, 
treafury andje'^^els, had alfo a vad treafure of his Own, Mod of 
the prU^pal noblemen had joined iuin> with their followers } alio 

i 

* Lahore, fituated on the river Rawee, about 200 miles N. of Dhely, 
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tfw r«^yal artery. He Bdides, a very condderable army in 
his awn pa^} fa thsft lus brothers, though ad leagued agalnft him, 
would have formed biit a weak enemy, if 'he had’ hnrti^iately at- 
tacked them. But he aisled otberwKe : hcgencamped on 'the plain, 
keepng the river to his rear, and began to throw up works td^ 
defend himfelf, inibead of eouitmg a general aftion. Probably 
this proceed horn ttmderheis to Ins brothers, who he thought 
Would in a few days be deferted by their rioops, for want of pay, 
as they polleficd fittlc of no money; and that they would either 
Willii>gly acknowledge bini emperor^ to obtain fettlements, or* btf * 
delivered into his hhnds by Ibtne of their pretended friends, to gain 
his fcavour. * . ' 

• i “ ’ 

While he thus flattered hictifellr trith ah ealy cbnqueflf, the three' 
brothers, by the advice of dte ttheer at amra, dfew all the artillery' 
from the fort of Lahore, and er»aiixiped their united forces in one' 
line, making tlife ” their defedee to the rear. I ha';^pehed to be 

encamped hear Mahabaf^Ithan, who' immediately, on learning that 
theameef al amra had attached himfelf to Moiz ad Dien, fearing to 
be plund;;rcd by his troops, loft no time in moving off with his 
family and eiSbf^ to A^eent ^slhawn, leaving his tents and tem- 
j^rary buildings i^ahi^ng; Ho Iboner was he gone, than jihe 
rabble fodc^pc^Ebffion of his camp, which they fet on life^ and 
levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on many accounts, f 
had refolved to embrace the fortunes of Azeem Oolhawn, 1 would 
have gOne wkh hinrr '^but the camp 1bnng a ftanding one, I had 
neglected dry temir, parted with my carriages, and erefled tempo- 
raiy Iheds ihy tillbily, fo that I was obliged to remain in an 
alarndng iituationj Mmofe rdohe, for four days. I wilhcd to fend 
itty woni^ to my Koulb in the city ; but the road to it led through 
the allied armies, where it 'wsu probable they might be inlbUcd or 
plundertkt. On the fefdx day, I was eafed of my fears, as a ftrong 
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efcQit came from the prince Azeem Oolhavm to condu6l to him 
Shaw-nowaz Khan> Humme6d ad Dien Khan, and Jome other 
noblemen, who waited for this fecurity to join hin). With them 1 
reached his camp in &fety, where I happily got poffeflion of a 
Square walled about, but without any covering or fliade : yet even, 
this was as a palace at .the time, as it fcrved to protect my women 
and family. I now paid my relpefts to the prince, who' received 
me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favours, and conlulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far 
. abqve my ambition, weie allotted for me, and getting ready to 
pafs the feals : at the fame time, prdefs were difpatched to fummon 
my fon, ’ Holhe-dai" Khan, to the prefeitce, from which he had 
been detached fome time befom on actual fervice, with a felefl 
force ; and, to pay him, a large fum of money was lent to me. 
I refufed it, however, as I had not people to fecure its fafety ; and 
requeued alfo, that the rank of five thouland, and title of Azim 
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, till 
the prince Ibould become victorious over .his enemies, as I had 
made a vow not to receive them till he Ihould fit mirivalled on the 
throne of empire. In faCt, I perceived in his weak polkics, and 
want of refolution, the decline of his cauie ; and %w the burning 
blaits of fummer haltening to deltroy the (eaCon of Ipring, as the 
experienced huibandman can judge of his harvelts from tiie changes 
of the atmofphere. ' 

When Azeem Oolhawn had intrenched himielf, and the three 
brothers b^an their approaches to his works on every fide, his 
operations became highly blameable in the eyes of the nobility and 
officers of expepence. It appeared to the public, that the fuperior 
force dreaded the inferior ; and that thofe who ought to be the 


' Anglice, Eitdowed witb judgment. 
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befiegers, were now the beiieged. Such was the efFedt) for Azeem 
Oolhawn’s *rmy grew .diipirited daily, while the enemy’s gained 
ardor every hour; at finding that profpei^ of fuccefs, of which in 
the banning they had almoft delpaired* Our foldiers at the 
works, tired wiih conftant watchings and alarms, grew remifs in 
their duty : they firlf requked unnecef&ry afiiftance, and at laft 
began to defert their poRs. The Imperil artillery, to whom a 
great fum of money had been given as a bounty, became di/bbe- 
dient to orders, and even mutinous, in which points they were folr, 
lowed by thole of the houl^old. 7'his behaviour m^e Azdem * 
Oolhawn change lus opinion, that he could purchafe viftory with 
money only i fo that he* opened his treafury but fparingly to the 
old or new troops, giving, with much reludance, only one hun- 
i*ed rupees to each trooper who came to oSer lervice with his own 
horfe, for which fecurity was aWb demanded. At a crifis of this 
important nattire, but few were tempted to quit the fervice of their 
old mailers, for a fum but inconliderable in itfelf, and only attain- 
able with filch difficulty. In Ihort, the whole camp began to be 
alarmed, and even the boldeft officers to feci a dread of the ill con- 
fequcnces of being cooped up in unnecel&ry entrenchments. A 
cannonade was •kept up on both iides for four days, in each of 
which the three brothers gsfined Ibme advantage, by advancing tfieir 
ftations ncaiyr to the works of the mifguided Azeem Oolhawn. 

y , . 

On the fifth day, Azeem Oolhawn move^ from his camp in 
order of battle, and his fon, the prmcc 'Mahummud Kerreem, 
though commander of the advanced coi-^s, was with him, inftead 
ofrbemg difpatched in front, agreeably to the ufual dil^fition of 
the line. This was ordered, left, as the enemy were formed into 
three bodies, one might gain an advantage over him, and another 

* Aoslice, &vouced by Mahummud. 
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inteocept Ms retrsat to the g^flnd before Inx could ncelve 
prc^r aififtance. Such, vim the' couf loTion )n forming ■ 
that the artillery was qti^ tifei^ly dSfpo^, and many ^ecea, de- 
ierted by the men:, lay overtuitied ion tiK ground i wMle feme of 
the chief officers were by thdr fo0owers left dmofl: alone, on thdr 
elephants, before the adion began; i .Sedeyman Rhan Afghan iirft 
advanccrl to charge rise diviffi>n= of Jehaun Shaw, but be was fup* 
ported by fo few of Ms followers; that he edwM effisd nothing, and 
V«as killed in the' oniet, before he had reached tbe enemy’s poft. 
'Jeh&uii' Shaw nmed fbeadily, in ^w order, towards Azeem 
Ooiliawn, whole troops’ began to faQ’lback hrom around 

him. The inilcdlBMhi^led, but trdjr bra^ p^ce, when he law 
Ms fortune thus though hetnight bavefov^ htmleSf 

by mounting a horfo and hying from the fidid, yet fcorned to 6we 
his lecurity to dilhonour, and would not move from his dephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehmm Shaw. This aflion, 
and fobmitting,* to be facrificed, was one and fame. His ele> 
phant drivor was Idlied in the initant, and thb few tUl ihieh remaini* 
ing friends to his perfon delated him to a man. bfe rfoehred many 
wounds from arrows and Ihot, fo riiat he ibon funk down.feintxng 
upon his feat ; while his elephant, without a drivov and furioua 
wit^pain, ran through the oiemy, whopurllted hint in vain for 
fome hours, and during that time the unfortunate 'prince died of 
fatigue and lofs of blood '. Sultaun Mahummud Kegreem, Ms 
Ibn, in the height the ccmfufiosi, threw himfelf without hurt 
from his elephant, a^ mouhdng k horfe brou^ him by an at- 
tendant, elcaped: from the held of battle ; but tmly to fuller, Ihorriy 

after, a werfe fate than dying in aflion. ... 

. ^ ... 
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* Ameen adDien Sunbullee U$ elephant ndhed widk him iaXo the Ravw, and 
was drowned. 
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It liappened that, at the hqgiiuiing of the action, the thiree princes 
wfrp 4rawii up nearly ^poAte that part of the camp where I 
unfortuoatefy baci my funily in a wretched fquare, to which 
the enenay Jt^ao^ fttU nearer, as* the ba^jle raged, and our troops 
b(|;an 4:9 fly. M a h a toit Khan, Hummed ad Dien, and oflier 
lords, had in the beginning ficnt tbeir families acrofs the river to 
places of Tafety, which precaution I 'was prevented from uiing, by 
being attendant on Azeem Oodhawn’s perfon in the line. The 
river was about a rocket’s flighr* from the iquare inclofure, and 
upon the rout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed* • 
me, while the enemy’s troops* were yet employed in fight, to con- 
dufi my women out of danger to the other fide ; at the fame time 
oflering me a boat he had ready for his own fecurity againft purfuit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perlbns, his own followers. 
Accordingly I placed my wife and daughter in two covered palie- 
kees, with a fum fumewhat exceeding ' four thoufiuid gold mhors, 
a caikfit of jewels, betel plate of gold fet with je\wls, and other 
very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, defigned for 
her maniage portion, leaving dothes and every thing elfe to chance. 
As Providence decreed it,, the women’s pallekees had juft arrived at 
a narrow irileC^ water, about an arrow's flight f:om the river, 
when Azeem Ooftiawn’s elephant, and Mahummud Kerreem’s, 
were running towards it, purfued by the enemy. I was advanced 
a little in front to pr^are the boat, when fuddenly one of my at- 
tendants dried out, “ Where are you going? Your honour is 
“ ruined!” I looked behind me, and law the enemy near my 
women j upon which, *in a ftate of furious defpair, I haftened back 
with my grandfon Meer Einaiut OoUa, as Khan Zummaun’s people 
could not reach me in rime for my afliftancc. Wd two had juft 
joined the women, * when the rapacious Moguls had begun to 

• 

* About luc tboufiind pounds fierlMig, reckotung tbo flibor at fifteen Sicca rupees. 

2 * plunder i* 
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plunder ; upon which I leaped from my horfe, and feizing my wife 
and daughter by eaclfa hand, ruihed with them into tlj^e rivulet up 
to their waifts, and covered the reft of thar peifbns.with a.cloA, 
drawing my fword to d</end them with my life from further infult : 
and, luckily for my hpnour, their faces were not feen by the eyes- 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than fliedding 
of blood, after plundering the pallekees and. other carriages of 
every thing, even to the coarfcft outer coverings, rode off in learch 
of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid 
< ‘ in, different bulhb and hollows. It was during this confufion, that 
I faw the prince M^hummud Kerreem jump ‘from his elephant, 
mount a fcrvant’s horfe, and efcape. When the alarm was over, 
and friends and enemies had pafled. by, I was joined by my fervants 
from their various (helters, and, having replaced my women in 
the pallekees, returned to my late miferable dwelling, which had 
been alfo plundered, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows 
or feats were left us but the hire ground, and no apparel but that 
drenched in water on our backs j neverthelefe, I gave grateful thanks 
to the Almighty for the prefcrvation of my life and honour, with 
a fincere fervor. With the appi'oach of night the confufion llack- 
cned, and about nine o’clock all was over, and ^et’reftored, I 
then faid to myfelf, “ What is gonie, is gone ! ” and, with a calm 
mind, recited one hundred and twenty vcrfcs of the ^ Mcfnavi, be- 
fidcs an ode applicable to the prefent ftate of ^airs. 

j ' 

The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken poffeflion of the camp 
of the vanquiftied, in the morning fent covered carriages and other 
necefiaries to me, with a gracious meffage, defiring that I would 
come, and pitch my tents near his own. 1 went accordingly, and 
was introduced to him. He was •fitting alcAie, under a canopy, 

( 

* The Mcfiiavi isa coUedion of moral poema> by Moleivee.JeUal ad Dien Room!. 

neai 
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near his private apartments. When he lk\v me, he exclaimed, in 
a joyful voice, Come, ’ Aaim Khan, for thy arrival is at a happy 
feafon ! 1 was anxious to lee thee.” He then took olF the l^e- 
laut, which he had put on juft before, and gave it to me, with the 
munfub of * fix thouland, laying, ** I have left one d^ree of rank 
to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion^to a throne." 
After which he difmifted me in a gracious manner, and I took up 
my Ration near that of ’ Lutfoolla Khan Saduk, his lirft mlnifter. 

•• 

Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the viftory over Azeem Oofllawn, 
judging, from the purity of his'own intentions, that thofc of his 
two brothers and the ameer al amra were equally juft towards him, 
thou^ fortune had placed all the treafures of the vanquilhed in his 
power, fcorned to ufe this advantage, contrary to his oath of al- 
liance. He lent the body of Azeem Oolhawn to Moiz ad Dieti } 
and^ when all the plunder of his camp was coUefted, delivered the 
whole without delay into the hands of the ameer al amra, whp, 
agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial . 
divifion of the provinces and treafures between the bix>thers. This 
ftfi^nols .to his word was the £au|e of his ruin. The ameer al amra 
had privately iefolved to l^t Moiz ad Dien on the throne without 
a rival, as he was a wealc prince, fond of his pleafures, averfe,froin 
hulinefs, and confcquently heft fuited to the purpofe of a mincer 
amhitiop? of uncontrouled power. With this view, he, on vaiious 
pretences, ddaycd msddng a divifion of the treafure, knowing that 
the troops of Jehaup Shaw and Rufieh Oolhawn were already mu- 

tinoully clamorous for the payment of their long arrears, and much 
• 

* « 

. * AxiglicCy Nobfe lord ^ the tide which Azeem Oolhawn had offered to confer on 
rhim. 

* Seven thou(ancl was properly the higheft jcank of nobility. In the decline of the 
einpirey rank of eight and ten thoufand was conlerxed on powerful minlfters. 

* Anglicci mcrcy^ Sadukg Angl ice was his family name. 

L dilgufte'd 
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difgufted at being deprived of the great plunder they had expeftcd 
from the camp of Azeem Oolhawn, which ‘had been leized from 
their grafp by the ftri5‘difcipline and honour of Jehaun Shaw. 
The ameer al amra, with' fcemirig attachment, vifited the princes 
as ufual, and three days paffed over without their exprelTxng diftruft 
at his delay ; imt their friends clearly iaw his deligns, and warned 
Jeharun Shaw againft his treachery j offering to prevent their com- 
pletion, by putting him to death, when he flioujd come next to 
paj his relpefts. The honourable and noble-minded prince refufed 
his affent to fuch propofals, laying, I cannoj confent to liich 
“ dilhonourable and' perfidious dealing, for yvhich I Ihould become 
“ heinoufly guilty in the eyes of God, and amongfi: m«i marked 
“ as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is decreed me, I 
“ ftiall attain it without trouble } but, if not, of what avail is 
“ treachery, or unjuft Ihedding of human blood?” At his next 
vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fulpicions entertained of 
his conduct, faying, “ Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading 
“ that I may be putting thee to d^th j which, however politic, I 
“ fcorn to do by fraud. Rile then, and go in peace to thine own 
•* houfe.” The ameer al amra departed with a Ipeed and precipi- 
tation declaring his guilt. The vwl, with’ which he"*had covered 
his deligns, became no longer of ufe j but, inftead of feeling gra- 
titude to- Jehaun Shaw for fufieiing him to live, his enmity in- 
creafed. He now openly avowed his deftruflioh, and his intentions 
to fupport Moiz ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
religioufly faithful to lus wwd, was generous and juft in this great 
aflion, yet the policy of government will not admit of fuch condudt 
being copied as aii example of propriety. The world is deceitful, 
and cannot be commanded but by deceit. The thief, who Ihould 
wake his (leeping prey, would only bring ruin on his own head. 
Virtue and vice being direct oppofites, wnnot exift in one dwelling. 
That, the foundation of whi^h is evil, cannot be fupported but by 
evil. 1 When 
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When 4 ;^ej,|imeer al.;^mra had openly refa&d to perform hi* 
agreemery:, jehaun SJiaw, furioiis at hi# behaviour, moved his 
camp opppfite.to |he treacherous nobleman’sy and prepared to offer 
battle wkhput delay.- He had juft nqiw die faireft profjx:£t of 
every fuccef?;} ^ $ne army,, a^ached to his perfon with one’ mind, 
good arhllefy, and a great ,cbara6fer among his own aitd the ene- 
my’s troops.; Eat— how uncertain is fortune! This night, by 
perminioaof God, a £re broke out in the artilleiy camp : all the 
rocicets and-ftores of ammunition were deftroyed, and our army 
rendered in one inftant totally ufclefs. The merit of this important 
mlfchief. was ^terwards claimed by >Ra]ee Khan Maneckporee, who 
laid the 'fire was purpafely, kindled by his fpics, fora large bribe. 

This man was originallyof low chaiafler and Uttle efteem, but for 
this ferylce he;w:as gradiiaUy. r^fed from apcA in the artillery, by 
Moiz ad Dien, to the rank of fijt thpufand, .jJmmetUa^ely ^ter this 
dreadful accident, .Ropftum Dil Khan and Mukhlis.Khan haftened 
to one pf the Imperial ^powder- works, and ^tamed fome frefli 
fupplics i but the tKoops,- much dilpuited vidth tlieir lofs, now be- 
came clamoroys for money, and began to delcrt in great numbers. • 

In fhort, the Ipirit of the .army was changed, lb that, excepting 
Lutfoolla h^an, Rooftum Dil; Khan»; Mukhlis Khan, and a fevy 
others vyho remained faithful, all the chiefs forfeited, theii* honours, 
and jehaun Shaw, plainly perceiving the wavering of his foUWers, 
thought it moft advilabU to prevent worfe confequences, by putting 
alhto tbfe haziptd 0^ an immediate engagement. Tlienext morning 
at the jdawn day, {bring Monday, 1124,), -he formed his a. 0.1713. 

line, which was anfwered by the enemy, 

and kept ' ^Ij^jftdes till mid-day with equal fuccefs. At 
length the fire of Jphaun Shaw began to flacken,* and his troops to 
leparate on; vatk>qs ,p**tem;cs> as want of water, guarding their 
baggagCji.^and t|ie lilre j fpj^t neauhalf the army deferred gradu- 
ally, in Ipite of the prince’s ideated orders to maintain the line. 

/ '.La* Obferviag 
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Ob(erving this* he rsu&d a report that the an^eer al amra was kiUed 
by a fhot, in con^uenoe of which the enemy were alarmed* and 
that he ihould immediately char^ them* in order to improve ib 
favourable an event. As«he founded the march of vi^ry, lus 
troops believed him* and returned mdl; of them to their pofts. He 
then commanded Janee Khan, Rooftum DU Khan* and Mukhlis 
Khan* to charge one flank of the enemy* and Lootfiilta Khan and 
others in front* he himfelf heading this laft divifion. It was now 
abput four o’clock* when Jehaun dhaw* without looking bdiind 
him to kc how he was fupport^ by hi§ troops* advanced on the 
enemy’s center with a furious fpeed* where the acheer al amra was . 
Handing with a few followers, to reconnoitit. Moiz ad Dien had 
before retired to repole in his tents. RooHum DU Khan and other 
chiefs ruihed through all c^pohtion to that quarter, gained the 
tents* md plundered even the ladies of the haram, among whom 
were many belonging to the late emperor. Moiz ad Dien* rouzed 
from deep, with<{Qt regarding their fafety* fled to feck his own* 
undrelRd as be was, with the ameer al amra* who was engaged 
againft jehaun Shaw in unequal eombait, as he had only with him 
three or four hundred horfe. At this nme Rufleh Oolhawn^ who 
fupported Moiz ad £ften, but was waiting 4im. an oppor- 
tunity to both hhn and Jehaun ShaW, appeared In the rear 

of the latter with his whole force. A corps of infuftty allb now 
eppofbd him in fircnt, not cmly Hopping his chasge* but confuflug 
his troops ; who,* feeing themHfves flkely to be furround^** loH 
all fpirit, and fled to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex- 
pofed alone upon bis elephant : and he was ibon killed by a mufqoe< 
fliot. His foft, ' Ferkhundch Akliter, a prince of moH promifing, 
bodUy and mental accompliflxments, whofa^ behind him* defeended 
and fought with his fcymetai , till he could Hand* no longer* and 
tlim iell down dead, covered witlx wounds. Both the bodies were 

*’ Aoglicc*, Of fortunate fbr. 
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carried imBSetUatdy to die ameer al amra, who ordered the inarch 
of victory to be firtuide^. Jehaun Shaw, heitHC, juft and benevo- 
lent, was all perfeftj but ftill, as Providence oppofed his fortune, 
all his plans tunwd out diredly contrary* to tbrir propofed end, 
and what ftemed to pfomiiefucc^, became the caufe of misfortune 
Men judge vainly from events, laying, if he had not done fo, thus 
would or could not have happened : but, alas I in whole power are 
events ^ Our faculties, our ftrength, our thoughts, our friends, 
are all moved by the inlBgation of Providence. Nothing can hap-*, 
pen without a caufe, yet our yuin is pften brought on by the very 
caufes which had before occafionedrour fuccefs ; for God doeth that 
which plealeth him, and dBe£teth that which he hath defigned. 

When the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of 
death, there now remained no other rivals than Moiz ad Dien and 
RufiehlOolhawh. The latter had the iirmeft reliance on tlie at- 
tachment and oaths of the ameer al amra, who, during the life of 
the late emperor, had been fuppoited by him in the ftrongeft man- 
jier againft the khankhanan. He alio had honoured him, at his 
own requ^ft, by the ^pellation of uncle, and Vjtchange ot turbans i 
fo that he now ’hoped, as <Hie fovereign Iromed to be his choice, 
that it might reft upon hiflo^ in preference to bis elder brotlicr. 
On this account^ he had reiblved to wait as a Ipeftator of the 
ftruggle, till the fall of one of his rivals, and then to ruih upon 
the furviVor, while fluflied with viflory, and unguarded againft a 
hew enemy. This deftgn he now communicated to his followeirs, 
and delired them to fopport him in an immediate attack on 
ad Dien } but they iVould not confent, either through fear or 
treachery, pretending tluit the dawn of morning was more favour- 

• The ttchUMfe ef turban*, smon^tHeorientali, is the moft facrcd pleJgc of fiicnd- 
ibip, and any breach of it, after fwhi ceremony, regarded wnh horror. 
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able l^han the prefei?j|.ijn(||:apt.i rfp the princp was, obliged to 
ftop, and wait jtheir/.p!^dp;ei :5 Pp /pent, the night ^.ixler -aijms, 
with fleeplds .itppatieiKp.fpp, the return ;pf day v but fome of his 
falCe ady|fe^,comm^^|ica^,^ |dan. ^ 4he anieer alamra, and 
prc^ife^Ao in th? dp^r^^pn of theu;patron;i 


Juft aS the morning Wai b|gmnin^'tb appw, Rpffeh' Oofiiawn 
advanced ftlcntly toWafds the ehenjj/ hoping to ftirprize them ; 
but, before he had readied their camp, the commanding officer of 
his 'aitillfery, either throiigii tWchety or* ignorance, fired a gun 
towards the* quaftii‘'‘'6'f Mok ad t)j^ri,' whi’e^^ his fleeping 

trpops. Thb alarni W/s 'itnifi^ately ipunded, and the enemy’s 
canrtoii fctah tfegsdi" W ptay furioudy^ Who now would ftand to 
fupport Ruffeh Oofhawn ? The greateft number of his followers 
fled in confufion to the' right 'and left, ' while Buddukfhee, a chief 
in whom he had repoied the’ greateft confidence^ arid whom he had 
faved' fhjrri b^n'g put to death by his father^ 'whom he had raifed 
to honours, find fupported with a liberaUty unhounded, having 
privately agreed with the' ameer al arara, ungridefully turned his 
arms againft hini at this inftant. The unhappy prince was in a 
fhort time left alone," lurround^ .by Ws enemies' on ever/ fide j but 
thily brave' and fpirited; regarding me honouir ‘^riS r^utation of 
the family of Timur, notwithftan^hig his del^c4cy and feeming 
effeminate fbftn^, he threw himfdf from his ^ephant, and, draw- 
ing the fahre of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought fingly 
.on foot s^ainft thoui^s of aflsSla^ts. ; wfiat jppuld he effeff, 
more thah fidl one file at the ej^jfence many/ was foon 
hewed down with repeated wounds, Ind refi|ried his breath to hirn 
who gave it» May the Almighty fhew met^ to bis .foul ! We are 
.iirdra God, and to him Wc muft/efurii. ^ 


Such courage, I muft with juftice remark, never aj^eared among 
ithe descendants of Timur, as fliewri by the t^sprihg of Atilumgeer j 
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nor do the various hiftories I have read, recoil the like gallant op- 
pofition of a*prince"lih^y againft numbers. True valour is proved 
in the extremity of danger j but it is eafy to ^ume the appearance 
of courage in the day of fafety. . 

Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw, by the afliftance of Providence 
alone, now founded the march of viQ:ory and unrivalled empire. 
He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyred and more worthy 
brothers to be kept three days on the field of battle, expoled to** 
'public view. They were afterwards conveyed toDhely, aid interred 
without ceremony or pomp, in the maufoleum of the emperor 
Humaioon, the general receptacle of the murdered princes of the 
Ijnperial family. The maufokums which they had erefted for. 
thcmfelves, near the tombs of their favourite faints, of marble, 
i^afper, and other rich ftones, were bellowed on the minions of 
La!l Koof, a public dancer, and miftrefs to the ^veak Jehaundar 
Shaw. * 

t 

Be it known to*thofe of enlightened underfiandings, and to the 
acquainted with the ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of 
the affairs of Ikge and hereditary lord, the emperor Moiz ad 
. Dien Jehaundar Shaw, Ibme obfervations and exprellions flioulji 
efcape my pen, contrary to refpe6t, and the exampks of the hilfo- 
riographers of princes, they will not proceed from difafieftion or 
. a prejudiced mind. I know they are improper from the .peu of a 
fervant, and God forgive me ! but by them I mean no dilaffedlion 
to his perfon, or dilrelp^ to the family of Timur i no vent of my 
own fpleen ; no vkw to ^tter a fucceffor, by difparaging his rival, 
nor malicious abufe for the negledf or difappointment 1 may have 
fuffered during this Veign. I fwear by God, and God is a facred 
witneller of oaths, that I loved him as my fovereign j but, as it 
was incumbent on me to recoi'd the aifiions of the reigning prince, 
good or bad, wife or foolilh, in public and private, if they were,. 

witliout 
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without one exception, all unMfOrthy, what can I fay, as a faithful 
writer ? Let it be remembered, that I vi^ nourilHed for fifty 
ye^s under th^ bei|ignant ihadow of the great and glorious emperor 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration I now beheld ! Of this man, . 
this wretched idiot, oppofite to him in every quality, fucceeding to 
the very fame empire, fitting on tlie very fame throncj and the 
aftions he did, what can I lay, or in what terms paint the diigraces 
they fuffered by his acceflion ? — I had beheld upon the throne an 
emperor. Warmth of expreflion operates in advice: the friends to ^ 
the ’ Imautfis, from the ardot of thdir loyalty to the houfe of 'Ali, 
heightened their ftyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have been ever praifed by good men) that the 
opprellW might draw the fword againft a worthlefs tyrant. But I 
only mean a warning to’ the family of Timur } for the head of 
wluch, let his charafter be what it may, if I hefitate to facrificeA 
my life, may J he numbered. with traitors, and abhorr^ by my 
friends 1 

When Jehaundar Shaw, the intrigues and fupport of the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Rhan^ had triumphed over, his three 
brothers, and afcended the throne of empire without the fear or 
dread of a competitor, all the cuftoms of time were changed. He 
was in himfelf a weak man, efftminately careful of his perlbn, fond 
of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government. 
He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty,’ and un- 
known among his illuftrious anoeftors. Hp made the vaft empire 
of Hindoftan an ofiering to the foolifii whims of a public courtezan, 
which tortured the minds of worthy ful^efts loyal to his family. 
The relations, friends and minions of the milbeft, uTurped abfolute 

* The two chief Imaums were the font of AU, by die daughter of MaAummud, 
and were put to death by the caliph Mavwedi, one by poi^n, and the other in battle, 
with all their children except one, from whom defeend^ the other tep Imaums, and 
she race of Syeds, fo highly receded among the Mahuinmedans. 

authority 
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authority in the ftate j and high offices, great titles, and unrcafon- 
able grantfi from the Ira^rial domains, were ihowered profullly 
on beggarly miilicians. 'Two corores* of rupees annually were 
fettled for the houlhold expences of the only, exclufive of 

her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in 
a chariot through the markets, where they purchaled, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen ; at others, 
greens, fruits, and the molt trifling articles. A woman named 
*Zohcra, keeper of a green-flail, one of Lall Koor’s particular 
friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitablc jaghire,' and 

* About two millions fterling. 

* The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk, who at this time lived a very retired life at 
Dhely, was one day paffing in a pallekce, with only a few attendants, when, in a 
narrow ftrect, he was met by Zohera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great 
train of fcrvaiits. The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way ; but, notwithftand- 
ing this, Zohera’s ferv^nts were infolent to his attendants, and, as flic palled by, flie 
exclaimed, -Are you the Ton of the blind man?” 7'his enraged the nizam, who 
commanded his people to pull her from her elephant ; which they did, with rudenefs. 

She complained to the miftrefs, who prevailed on the weak jehaundar to lake notice • 
of it, and command Zoolfeccar Khan to punifla tlic nizam. The nizam had fuipcotcd 
this to hagpep, and had informed the miniftcr of the affair. When Jehaundar Shaw 
r^x>kc to him, he anfwered^ that, to punifli the nizam for havjjig corre&d an 
infolent upftart, would enrage alt the nobility, who would confider the honour of the 
order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jehaundar, upon this^ did not enforce his 
commands. 

Upon Jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftpefs’s relations, a mufician, to a 
high rank, S^Ifeccar Kbao, ameer al amra, out of fneer, demanded^ff the new-made 
lord, as a fee for putting his feal of office to the patent, one tboufand fmall uboi s. 
The mufician complained* to Lall Koor, his patronefs, of the indignity offered him ; 
and ftie told the emperor, infilling that he Ihould reprimand the ameer al amra. Je- 
haundar Shaw accordingly iseproacbed the miniller, who iroiiically replied, that, as 
mufic was the bed ^recommendation with his majedy for promotion, he bad alked the 
tabors to deliver out tb perfons of family, that they might, by pradlifing upon them, 
qualify themfelvcs for high offic^ andfucceed as well as their inferiors, the muficians. 
Jehaundar Shaw felt force of the fatire, and, being afraid of his minifler, withdrew 
the patent* 
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her r^ations exalted to the emperor’s favour, which they ufed to 
promote the intcrcfts of the courtiers, for large bribes : aor did the 
nobility decline their patronage, but forgetting their honour, and 
facriiicing decency to the*prefent advantage, eagerly flocked to pay 
adoration to the royal idols, wHofe gates were more crowded with 
equipages in general than thofe of the Imperial palace, fo, that to 
pafs through the ftreet where they refided was a matter of difficulty, 
by reafon of the throng. ‘To do them juftice, . many of them had 
generous minds, and performed various good aftions in the ufe. of 
their influence at court. The ridiculous jaunts of the emperor and 
his miftrefs at laft grew to fuch a pitch, that on a certain night, 
after fpending the day in debauchery, and ^fifing difierent gardens 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman, they re- 
tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who fold fpirits, . with 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the woman 
with a large furn, and the grant of a village, they returned in a 
drunken plight <o the palace, and all three fell afleep on the road. 

, On their arrival, Lall Koor was taken out by her women j but the 
emperor remained Sleeping in the chariot, and the driver, who had 
fliared in the jollity of his royal mafler, w'ithout exan)ipjing the 
machine, carried it to the ftables. The officers of ^he-palace, after 
wait mg till near morning for his arrival, on finding that the 
> miftrefs had entered her apartments without the emperor, were 
alarmed for his fafety, and lent to her to enquire conceiving his 
fituation. She defircd them irhmediately to examine the coach, 
where they found the wretched prince faft gfleep in the arms of 
Zohei'a, at the diftance of nearly two miles from the palace. This 
fcandalous event afforded matter of offence to all good fubjedl-s, 
but of mirth and laughter to the weak Jehaundar and his abandoned 
favourites. He after this ftili mewe expoftd his vices to the public, 
often, as he palfed through th*e ftreets, feizing the wives and daugh- 
ters of the lower tfadefmen. , Once a week, according to the vulgar 

fuperftition. 
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fuperftition, he bathed with Lall Koor* concealed only by a fmgle 
cloth, in the founjttun of the ’ Lamp of DMely, in hopes that this 
ceremony would promote pregnancy. Hap]|w was the day in which 
he was lathed in hk own blood I The jnmrefs had the infolencc 
tQ abuie the princefs * Zebe al Nifla, daughter of the emperor 
Aulumj^r, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with cxprellions fo vile 
as were unbecoming the meanefl: peilbn. This princefs had nc- 
glefted to pay compliments to her, which (he received from other 
ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the empcijor 
to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to ftiew attention towards 'her j 
but all was vain. * However, he • fo far complied with her unrea- 
fonable entreaties, that He left off viliting the princefs, and declined 
going to an entertainment flie had prepared for him, without in- 
viting Lall Koor. How ftiall I relate all his follies ? The above- 
mentioned are fufheient to (hew the fad changes of affairs, public 
and private. *His other indecencies arc too unw^prthy of record to 
relate. ; 

The ameer al amra, Zoolfeccar Khan, feater, nay even creator 
of emperors, with fuch an image of humanity in his hands, be- 
came abfblute,* and fo proud, that ’ Pliaraoh and Shudad could not 
have obtained admiffion»to liis threihold. He fhidied to ruin 
tlie moft ancient families, inventing pretences to put them to death, 
or dilgracc them, that he might plunder their poUeflions. Unhappy 
was the perfon he fufpefied to be rich, as wealth and vexatious 
accufations always accompant^ each other. He eflabUfhcd fuch 
exaftions and abufes as no prior age had beheld, and by which now 
h^ is alone remembered. He took enormous emoluments and re- 
venues for himfclf, while he difpofed of money to others with a 

f 

■ A celebrated fakee^ fo entitled. , 

* Angtice, Ornament of the fex. 

* Pharaoh, and a kisig of Yemraum,. «c Arabif Felix. 
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hand fo fparing, that^^ even his own creatures fdt fevere poverty 
with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to .any. The 
minds of high and lov,f, rich and poor, near or diftant<, friends or 
Arrangers, were turned againfl: him, and wiflied his deftruftiop. 
Hindoos and MulTulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fgU 
of his power, night and day . Often does the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an hundred years. 

Kokultafli Khan, fofter-brother to the emperor, and brought up 
.with him from his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan 
Jehaun. His wife, daughter, and whole family, alfo poflefled great 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
were raifed to high rank j and a great number of the nobility, dif- 
trefled by the pride and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their 
party. They mfinuated to the emperor, tliat the ameer al amra 
entertained deligns too ambitious for a futgefVj to attain which he 
would dare to flied the blood of princes ; that he had already deter- 
mined on a revolution, and either to feize the throne for himfelf, 
or, if he found that too dangerous, to .beftow it on ’ Ali Tibbar, 
or Another of the confined princes, more favourable to his will 
than his majefty. 

The weak Jehkundar, unendowed with the Icnft jud^ent or cou- 
rage, was alarmed alinoft to madnefs with the frightful pif^ure of 
his own fituatiem ; but he had not fiimnefs.tb oppole the dreaded 
evils, nor fcnfe to keep his fears fecret. The intrigues of Koknl- 
tafli Khan foon l»came evident to the whole court, and only ferved 
to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures 

* The only furviving ion of Aa,iro Sh*w, fon of the emperor Aurungaebe. 
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for his own fafety, by rcntoving his enemies. / Ropftum DU Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and rpme others, were putfto death, and a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinemeal^n various pretences. 
The family of the late ' khankhanan was reduced fb low as to want 
the common hcccflaries of life. In (hort, the difpofition of the 
ameer al ^mra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punifhed with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or otherwife, given him the 
lllghtell: caufes of offence. I, who had diifered with him in opr* 
nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the 
late emperor again]^ his afpiring Views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his moital enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe- 
rent party in the late ftruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thole of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
be fearched for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I had written the following verles, and 
fent them- to him by my grandfon,. Mecr Einaiut ^olla, who was 
much in his favour. 

My^anceftors were attached to * Ali without views of gain. I 
“ am of thrfanftily of Ali ; thou art the ’Zoolfcccar of ♦Hyder. 
“ Remember, I have .no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in 
“ fome degree, and am come afliamed to thy tribunal. Though I 
“ am meaner than words can exprefs, yet I am of the ' family of 
** which thou art head. Thou art now the guardian of our ho- 

nour ; look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors.” 

* The celebrated Monauim Khan. 

* The fon-in>laW' of Mobamtnud'. Here it. means Azeem al'Shawtr. 

’ A two-bladed fword of All’s. 

* A title ^iven to Ali. • 

i A C/ed, or defeendant from- the prophet’s daughter F atima, by Ali. 

f 
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At firft he did not.^roublc himfelf to open the pap^*, upon which 
1 fent a iccond time, when he peru&d it with attention^ and ddired 
the meflenger to calj]( mc to lum ; but I did not comply with his 
invitation, to which I sfnfwei^, that he had prevailed with pro- 
mifes of fafety on many to vifit him, and afterwards confined or 
put them to death ; that if iuch was his defign towards m^> there 
was no occafion to ule art, as 1 would of my own accord put on 
my fliroud, and come prepared for the worfi: before him. To this 
he anfwered, by Iblemn oaths, that he meant no injury towards 
me'; fo that I was fatisfied, and wept to vifit him without dread. 
He received me in his private. aphrtment, to which I was admitted 
armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufnud to falute me, be- 
having every way with much kindnefs, and more than I expected ; 
after which he difrailTed me, with afiurances of proteftion. He 
the fame day alkcd the emperor’s pardon for me, which was imme- 
diately pafied ; but his m<yefiy oWerved, that though he forgave, 
he would not«on any account employ me in his fervice. The 
ameer al amra too made me promife, that*l would not accept of 
any office in the ftate, otherwife than through His patronage. I 
complied with his defire without regret, as, independent of the 
obligations I owed to him, there was no temptation left to court 
employment in a ftate which had in faff no head ; for the miniftry 
was a colleflion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. 

During the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, 'like an 
embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived in perfea: retirement, except that I now and 
then unavoidably paid a vifit to the ameer al amra, who would ^e- 
quently afk my advice in public affairs, which I gave him to the 

extent of my underftanding, ' 

« • 

In the height of this power and authority, (while the claim of 
J and no one elfe^ svas gaining ftrength,) all at once a report was 

2 heard 
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heard that the prince Ferokhiere, fon to tHe martyred Azeem 
Ooihawn, had marched from Bengal towards Bahar, intending to 
revenge his father’s death, and feize the throK. Jehaundar Shaw 
and the ameer al amra, though they feignedyfes^ifbclieve the intel- 
ligence, and deTpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were (truck 
with dread* Great numbers of the Imperial fei-vants wifhed fccretly 
for the fudcefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for- 
tunate, he faw affairs in a proper light : while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed Jehaundpir Shaw not to remain more than a week 
in Dhcly, but to proceed to Agra, and, if ncceflary, to the ealteyn * 
provinces, as the dread of his ^ower Would not be imprefled fully 
in the breafts of his fubje^ts, while Ferokhfere refufed to pay alle- 
giance. Jehaundar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinated by 
the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the adricc of his minifter, 
and chofe to remrin, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving 
only from palace to \^lace, and garden to garden. Kokultafh Khan 
and his party perfuaded him that the ameer al amra had excited 
this rebellion, and engaged privately with Ferokhfere, to whom he 
would deliver his |naje(ty a piilbner, Ihould he prevail on him to 
march from the capital. Theie ideas ferved to increafe the fears of 
the weak Jehajundar Shaw. He would often exclaim, “ I did not 
“ kill Azeem Oofliawn ; it was the ameer al amra, who muftnow 

go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfaftion* WKat 
** have I to do with the bufinefs ? ” The other plans of an em- 
peror, who was thus overcome by fear, may eafily be gueficd, and 
need no explanation. The ameer al amra, offended at the diftrufts 
of his matter, did not attend as he ought to bufinefs, but employed 
his time alfo in pleafure, and forwarding his own immediate in- 
tereft. 

Syed Abdoolia Khan Bareah, and his brother Houflein Ali Khan, 
had gained great honour by their behaviour in the fcrvice of Azim 

* Shaw, . 
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Sliaw, after wliofe fleath they had attached themfelves to A2eem 
©ofhawn, by whonV they were honoured, the former with the 
government of Allah*)ad, and the latter of the province of Bahar. 
During the late copies for the empire, they ha*d, for their own 
fafety and that of the country, expended, without orders, confi- • 
derable fums of the Imperial revenues in the maintenance of extra- 
ordinaiy troops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw.' On his 
acceilion to the throile, he appointed Rjyee Khan Maneckporee to 
the government of Allahabad, who feii|i|onc of his relations, with 
•a confiderable force, to take poflelfion ; but he was oppofed, de- 
feated, and driven back, by Abdoolla'Khan, Rerokhfere’s rebellion 
juft then arifmg, the ameer al amra thought it advifable to difpatch 
an Imperial firmaun, approving Abdoolla Khan’s conduft, and 
confirming him in his government, difclaiming alfo any affent to 
the attempts to remove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude 
and obedience for the royal favours, in order to avoid farther 
trouble from thb court, but which he had refolved to ferve no 
longer than he* found neceflary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar, 
he was immediately joined by Syed HouflTein Ali Khan, who was 
faithfully attached to him, as the Ion of his patron Azeem Oofhawn. 
The court of Dhely weakly imagined, that Abdoolla JKJ^an would 
ftop the progrefs of the prince at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou- 
ragement, and great promifes, were dilpatched .to purchafe his 
loyalty, inftcad of armies to fecure it. While the rebellion was 
daily gathering force, the emperor’s minifters, divided againft .each 
other, were undetermined how to aft. Kdcultaffi Khan refufed to 
take the. command of an army, if the ameer al amra remained at 
Dhely, pretending that the emperor was not fafe in his hands j and 
the latter did mt' think it proper to quit the court, where, in his 
abfence, fuch a dangerous rival muft poflefe the whole power. 
Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom he 
fhoukl entruft with the command of the army } for fo great was 

his 



MOGl/L EMPIRE. 


his fear, that one day, when the daughtej/ of Kokultafli Khan, 
prefiiming on her fapiiliarity, infilled tha/ her father fhouid he 
declared vizier,® and the ameer al amra b|[^ent from Dhely, he 
replied with terror, “ Hold your peace, cf ' tic will put us all to 
“ death in an inftant.” 

o 

At laft it was rcfolvcd that * Aiz ad Dien, eldcft fon of Jehaunclar 
Shaw, fhould march at the head of an army againft the rebels, 
under the tutelage of Khaja Houflein, Khan Downan, fon-in-lffw 
to Kokultafli Khan, a weak, man, who never, unlefs in dreams, 
had feen a Ihot fired. The troops who marched with him did not 
amount to fix thoufanS, though there were among the officers 
many ameers of the highell rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was 
joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabble; 
alfo many Foiedaurs, who covered ground, but were no better 
than droves of cattle to devour provifions j however, he had with 
him a fine train of artillery. From Agra, Aiz ad Dien marclied 
without delay to ’ Etawa, and from thence to * Cucljwa, where 
Ferokhfere had'arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou- 
fand ho^fe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved from the hope 
of benefitiiYg themfelves by a revolution. 

r 

The two camps being thus near, on -the 29th of Showal, early 
in the njoniing, Syed Abdoolla Khan and /Jthers advanced to re- 
connoitre the enemy’s pofition. This brought on a fkirmilh, and 
afterwards a cannonade on both fides, w^ich continued till night, 
without much execution ; but Khan Dowfaj^ a perfect ftrangcr to 

I 

* Meaning the ameer ^1 amra. ‘ 

* Elder brother of die late, and uncle to the preient emperor. 

* A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs tO'the eaftward of Agra. 

* A coniiderablc town in the difiridl of Kora, where Auningzebe and Sultan Sluijah 

formerly engaged, • 

N wa'f. 
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war, was much alarmAi at the dangers of his new profeflion. He, 
thought he fhould do tV.e Rate moft fervicc ,.by faving the prince 
from (as lie conceivec^^ncvitable deftruftion. Accordingly, un- 
known to his officers, a^ut midnight he fled with him in a wo- 
man’s covered pallekee, flopping not till he arrived at Agra, from 
when'ce he difpatchcd to court accounts of his gallant fervj.ee, and 
zealous care of the heir-apparent. The officers of his army, in 
the morning, finding their chief had fled, laid afide all thoughts of 
refinance, and each provided for his own fafety. Mofl went over 
to thb fervicc of Ferokhfere, and the Remainder returned precipi- 
tately towards Agra. Syed Abdoolla Khan would not allow them 
to be purfued, and, what has often perplexed my underflanding to 
account for, advifed Ferokhfere to halt fome time in the camp of 
the fugitives, inflead of following his fuccefs with rapidity. The 
news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court into fuch con- 
fufion, that no other plan was at firft refolved on, than to wait the 
enemy’s approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one 
engagement, as it was expefled time woi/ld not allow of more 
di^nt operations. Accordingly, Rajee Khan was ordered with the 
Imperial artillery to ' Feridabad, where ground was chofe^for the 
general camp, and preparations made for the emperorVmarch. 

•• 

As foon as it became known that Ferokhlere had not advanced 
beyond the field of battle, Jehaundar Shaw altered his refolution 
of remaining at Dhely, pid began his march towards Agra. On 
his arrival there, the ai^icer al amra opened, the royal treafures, 
which had been for ap.^^' xaid up, difpofing of money, jewels, plate, 
and valuable cftcdlg/to-^ie amount of two corores of rupees, among 
the troops, who now wV:re feventy thouland horle^ and foot without 
number. Moft of them too were veteran foldicrs, but little aftefled 

* About th/cc cofs from the city. 
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to the royal caufe, as they had experience flights in tlic days of 
peace, anfl knew this profufe bounty to# proceed only from tlic 
ncccfllty of th% times. The Imperial an^^cncampcd at firft near 
the gardens of Dehera j but, upon intelligence arriving that 
Fcrokhfei'c had advanced to Ealimadpore, near the river, inten5Hng~ 
to croA, it was thought advifable to move along the oppofil-^ bank 
to prevent him. Both armies remained a week thus, in fight of 
each other and people of judgment decided, in their own minds, 
that victory would be to that prince who fliould firft croft Slid 
attack his rival. . • 


On the niglit of the 13 th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received A.fi. n 
that thp Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty riiilcs, gained the ' ‘ ' 
ford of Gaow Ghaut, and crofted the river with their advanced 
corps and all the artilleiy ; alfo that Ferokhfere, with his whole 
army, intended to follow the next day. I was prefent when this 
news was brought to the ameer al amra, who, hearing it, was 
vifibly affcifled and al^med, as were all the nobility then prelent in ^ 
his train. Orders of march were iftiicd for the next moiniug, to 
meet th^-enemy, whole camp was, by the late manccuvre, resiicved 
ten cols dillant. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted 
before he had. fight of the enemy, encamping on the broken gr ound 
and hollow ways on the banks of the Jumna. This difpirited the 
troopv who judged that their generals ha^hofen a ftrong pofition, 
more from fear of a fudden attack, than^roper caution and judg- 
ment of the ground. The next morniraj, however, the Imperial 
army continued the march to Secundra, the day after to Caow 
(Ghaut, where the enemy’s troops were ftilM'oiling, and J'erokhfcre 
had not as yet come to this fide. Therameer al amr.j, with a 
number of nobility, advanced in froiit to reconnoitre the pofition of 
the enemy, as did allb the emperor, when he arrived with the main 
army. The Syeds, notwithftanding* their inferior force, drew up 

N 2 ]^to 
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to receive them, but th^ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan- 
tage of his prefent litud>ion, as it was now late in the afternoon, 
and the fall of night, an aflion, would create much confu- 

fion and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on- the banks 

A, rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 

Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra; who was juft 
cane from the emperor’s tents, and preparing to take fome refrelh- 
ment j upon which, I afked my difmiffion, and. returned to my 
own tents, intending to fleep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed, and the fun Ihone very bright. A little after mid-day, I 
was alarmed by the drums beating to arras, and a confufcd noife, 
when running to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his 
clcpliant with great hafte, and undreffed j upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all 
poflible Ipeed. tlpon my arrival, he was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, looking round him. I aiked what'had caufed the alarm, 
when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem- 
ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haftmied to 
form, the ameer al amra in front, and upon his right Kokultafti 
Khan. In the center ftood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended 
by Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery. To the left were the 
troops of Mortuzza Kh(m Bukftii, and many other amras^^ The 
enemy’s army advanced lywly till within reach of cannon-lhot, 
when they played upon ji^ with their artillery , and rockets, which 
were anfwered with fury by Rajee Khan. Every one knows 
that, after an engagei^i^t is once begun, it is impoflible for h 
ftngle perfon to fee morl; of the operations than . thofe on the im- 
mediate Ipot of his own poft ; how then can I fay, I diftindlly 
viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex- 
tent ? An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one 
\ 3 of 
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of his battles with Dara Shekkoh. The emperor obferved at the 
conclufion,‘that he muft certainly have beai upon a high moun- 
tain during the engagement, which he had^,*tVp fo minutely, as he 
himfelf, though commanding the line, and mounted on an elephant, 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defcribed. ^ In 
Ihort, I iliall only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fomc 
time, I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our’s, one 
with a red, and the other with a green llandard. The former was 
the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of .Syed Houfleiri 
Ali Khan. Obferving that dur right flank was much expo fed, I 
remarked it to the ame^r al amra, who immediately difpatched 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs’s troops 
to that quarter. The firft body of the enemy charged direftly on 
Kokultafli Khan, and the other pufliing through the line of our 
ai tillejy, which was deferted as it approached, attacked the center, 
in which was Jehaundar Shaw. Our troops fell back upon tiie 
camp, and great confyj^n took place, as the men,* elephants and 
horfes, became entanglea among the ropes of tents, carriages and 
baggage. Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra remained firm, 
an<l the enemy was kept long at a Hand by his gallantly and ftcadi- 
nefs ; but he was ill-fupgorted, though Syed Houflein Ali Khan 
fell wounded in. the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more fljc* 
cefsful in his charge on Kokultafli Khan. It was now about five 
o’clock, ovhen affairs were thus doubtful i but juft then Syed 
Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charge^ Jehaundar Shaw, who 
flood with his troops? already alarmed, for^^e diftance in the rear 
of the ameer al amra. They fcarce waiW^o be attacked, but 
brtMvC their line, and fled in confufion on aijlides, while the wo- 
men’s elephants, thole of the jewel office and treafury, ran here 
and there, carrying diforder along w\th them. Jehaundar Shaw 
liaftily joined the corps of Kokultalh Khan, and was puriued by 
t];o enemy, who thus forced him between two fires, Fcrokhlere 

havingf 
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havmgnow come to tlie affiftanceof Jubbeeleh Ram, who had re- 
newed the attack in *ont. Kokultalh Khan was killed after a 
fhort llruggle, his Jjwips difjT^rfed, and Jehaunclar Shaw difap- 
pcared from his elephant!! This made the rout general, and only 
't»?v ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear no tidings 
of tlhe emperor, and it became dark, he retired flowly ^to Shaw 
Gunge, near the city, where he rcinauicd till midnight, difpatching 
meffengers on ail fidcs in fearch of his fovcieign, with the hopes, 
hp could be found, of rallying the troops, and making one more 
effort the next day ; but all invain. ‘Jehaundar.Shaw could not be 
found ; upon which he thought propeCj to provide for his own 
fafety, and marched away towards Dhely. Thus, in the Ipace of 
a few hours, was this government deftroyed, and another poflefled 
of abfolute authority. The robe of empire graced the auguft pev- 

fon of Fercklifere, who founded the joyful march of triumph. 

1 

« 

Though I was not in the fervice of any ^]ie, and liad no enmity 
to cither party, yet I remained in the field till the ameer al amra had 
retired, when thinking it beft to provide for my own fafety, I 
entered the city with about a hundred perfons who fouj^jtr my ])ro- 
teftion, and retired to one of my owp gai'dens, where I enjoyed 
perfedt repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, J wrote to Syed 
Abdoolla Khan, with whom I was forjnerly on terms of friendfhip, 
exprcfling my defire oft leave to vifit him, and be introduced to the 
new emperor. He reined to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
paid my compliments him as he paffed by my dwelling the fol- 
lowing day, when l|«^arried me with him to his own houle. The 
emperor Ferokhlere ^tered the city the next morning, to pra/ in 
public at the tomb or Akber, on his return from whence I was 
allowed to pay him my reipedts. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched 
towards Dhely the day after, and chofe to take me with him, 
vvhich 1 did not think proper to decline. As yet, it was not cer- 

tainly 
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tainly known to what quarter Jehaundar Sh.|w and the amegr al 
amra liad fled. Aflud ad Dowlah, father t(^|the latter, was in the 
command of Dhcly, and had in his powef ^he confined princes. 

* It was apprehended that the ameer al amra would retreat to Dekkan 

with his mafter, but he not finding that prince, thought proper ps ■ 
go to Dhcly. jehaundar Shaw, who had fliavcd his beard/and 
whifkers to prevent being known, arrived a fiiort time before the 
ameer al amra, at the palace of Afliid ad Dowlah. This was foon . 
known throughout the city ; ujjon which the friends to the family^ 
of Azeem Oofliawn furrounde^ the hpufc, and demanded the deli- 
very of the royal fugitive into their charge. Affud ad Dowlah was 
obliged to confine him, to "fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue 
of neceffity, he wrote a petition to Fei'okhferc, implying, that he 
had impiifoned Jehaundar in his own houfe, and waited the Imperial 
orders concerning his difpofal. In return, firmauns were difpatchcd 
applauding his conduft, forgiving all paft offences*, and continuing 
him in the vizarut, with Syed Abdoollali Khan as his deputy, to 
whofe care Jehaundar S^w was for the prefent to be entrufted. 
All thefe gracious aflurances fatisfied Aflud ad Dowlah, and had 
fuch an e]fF^ op tlie ameer al amra, his Ion, that he thought it 
heft to remain at Dhely, and w'ait the emperor’s mercy, which he 
hoped would fpare his forfeited life and fortune. , 

When Ferokhfere arrived near Dlicly, he commanded Afliid ad 

* Dowlah and his fon to be biought into his.'^refence. They were 
both received with the honours due to their rank ; after which, 
the former was allowed to return in fafety . xhis own houfe, but 
thc^latter was led to a private tent, and, aftci.i-i* 'few queftions had 
been alked him, he was ftrangled, as a puniflji^nent for his crimes, 
and an example to others. His body was afterwards tied with the 
head downwards on an elephant, together with that of Jehaundar 
Shaw, who had been put to death in jirilbn, and expofed in the 

y 7 . new^ 
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ncsv.^mperor’s train, when he made his triumphant entiy to the 
palace ; after which, b*th bodies were thrown into the ftreet, before 
the great mofque, andjremained fome days a fpeflacle to the mob* 
The eftates of the father and fon were confifcated, and their fa- 
which had filled for above two hundred years the higheft 
ofH^ of the ftate, was thus in an inftant levelled with fthe duft, 
and, like that of ' Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors 
were allb puniflied with death, which imprefled tlie fubjedt with 
^reipedl for government, and proved that however, for a time, 
trbafons might be attended with fuccefs, at length the profperity of 
the houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 


Such is the firft beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his 
majefty, which, by divine blefling, is afeending to the zenith of 
gloiy and renown. Praife be to God, by whofc favour the con- 
clufion of my book is aufpicious ! and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defendants, his friends and followers, 
for evermore ! Amen. f ‘ 


' * Known in Europe by the name of Barmecides, as mentioned in the life ofHaroon 
al Raiheed, in the Hiftory of the Caliphs. 
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PREFACE 


In the compilation p{ the Allowing part of my work, I have 
uled chiefly the authority of Perfian manufcripts, a liA of which 
is at the end of the volume; and fi-om much converfation 
with many principal and well informed natives on the fubjedt 
of their hiflioiy, I can aflert the received gLUthenticity of the 
fadts related. 

For the account of the fltuation of the prelent emperor, 
Shaw ‘ Aulum, ^ from lyyji- to 1779* J owe the chief materials 
to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Poi.I£.r, whole long refldence 
and' connedtions at the court of Dhely enabled him to obtain 
the befl; information of public and private tranfadtions. 

The Perlic Joarnal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin- 
cipled and inhuman Rhohilla chiefs Gholaum ICaudir, was written 
by an eye witnels on tlie Icene of their perpetration, and tranf- 
mitted me by my brother Captain Richard Scott. In this, 
and filch other materials that would bear it, literality as much as 
Voi.. II. S • poflible 
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poffible has been oblervedi but I wUl not pref'nd that the 
following pages are wholly tranilatlons* Ibme anecdotes having 
been inlferted from oral information, alfo a few obfcrvations on 
charadters and circumftances, of my own. Thefe it is necdlefr 
to point out, as the variation of idiom will diftinguiilY them 
from the parts tranflated. 



FEROKHSERE. 


When the new emperor Ferokhfere had repofed jllfew days A. H. 1125. 
from his fatigues^ and order was reftored in the city of Agra, he A.D, *713, 
began his march towards Dhely, and ihortly after arrived at Khiz- 
zerabad, about four miles diftant fiaom that capital. The next 
morning *Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon the ameer al amra came to 
pay their relj>edts, and were honoured with dre^es and other marks 
of the royal favour j after which the former wa* difmilled to his 
own tents, but the latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re- 
mained in the divan with Khaujeh Afiim. In a little time a din- 
ner was brought in from the royal table for the ameer al amra, 
who'^at iiril; fefufed to eat, fuipedring poifon ; but on the khaujeh’s 
ofiering to partake, his fears fubhded, and he agreed to dine. The 
khaujeh now.obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to 
eat in the T* divan, propofed moving to a * f(][uare of ikreens in the area 

. S 2 before 

• In the Memoirs of Eradut Khan Ailed AAud ad Dowlah, alfo one of his 
titles. • 

>> Hall of audience. 

• « Called in India kanauts. They ‘ are made of cotton cloth, fometimes dow- 
ered, but generally In Aripes of red and white or blue and white,* about feven feet 
high, and ArengtheneS with the bamboo can^ fewed in at Ave or fix feet dif- 
tance, which prevent their' bellying with tlie* wind. The tents of the great 
men are always fiirrounded with them, and jnake a beautiful appearance. The 
royal tents are encircled with Acreens nine or ten feet high, which are always 
plain red, and called ferra perda. 
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before it, which they did ; but d:ie ameer al amra had no iboner 
entered than the opening was fliut upon him, and I^aujeh Aflim 
remained without. At th^ fame inftant two hundred armed men 
rufhed into the court and furrounded the fquare. 

Half an hour had not elapfed, when Abdoollah Khan, fdperin- 
tendant of the khowauls, or domeflic fervants, came out from the 
emperor’s apartment, and entering the fkreeijRfipoke as follows 
tp' the, ameer al amra. 

** His majefty commands you to inform him why you • con- 

fined Kaum Bukhih in Dekkan, and illuied his friends, contrary 
** to loyalty and relped to the emperor?” The ameer al amra 
unhefitatingly anfwered, 

« I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his fovereign 
** and mine. Had he commanded me to imprifon my own father, 

** I fhould have readily complied.” AbdoolWi Khan then with- ' 
drew, but infrantly returning from the emperor, faid, 

** You were the general and chief minifter of ‘Azim-Shaw, 

“ was it ad^g loyally to defert him in ,the field, and feek your 
“ ow'n fafety by flight ?” He anfwered, 

“ While he was alive I kept the field, but when he was flain, 

I dared not to oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of « 
** equal dignity at the head of our army.” Upon this, Abdoollah iq* 

Khan 

* The prince Kaum Bukhfli was confined at the liege of Jinjee, a llrong 
fortrefs on the *coaft of Coromandel, being Rrongly fufp:£led of a defign of 
joining the enemy and rebelling ^gainft his father Aulumgeer, as related in his 
leign. 

'• HJe Memoirs of Eradut Khan for this tranfiflion. The ameer al amra 
vas the principal general of Azifti Shaw when defeated hy his brother Shaw 
Aulum. 
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Khan returned, but coming back foon, iaid, ** What were the cir- 
** cumftances of your conduct to the martyred prince, his majcfty’s 
** father, A&eem Ooihawn?” 

The ameer al amra anfwered, ** He behaved inattentively to 
** mp, and Ilhen attached mylelf to his brother; but in. this did 
** no more than other nobles, who each embraced the caufe of the 
prince he befl?||bved, and from whom he received the greateft 
** favours.’* . 

• 

AbdooUahK.han then faid, *** Why was his majcfty's beloved ’ 
*• -brother inhumanly miurdered in cool blood, many days after the 
** battle, when other princes were allowed to live ?” The ameer 
al amra convinced, by this queflion, that no fubmiflions or en- 
treaties could fpare his life, angrily exclaimed, ** If I am to die, 

** kill me'inftantly, nor vex me longer with vain interrogations.” 

Upon this, Lacheen Beg and other * chelas rufhing upon him, 
threw him on the ground; and having firangled him with a bow-., 
firing, flamped upon his breail, and flabbed him with daggers in 
fevei;al .parts of the body. When quite cold; the corpfe was drawn 
out with rop'es, and call without the court ' of the divan, as a 
fpe£lacle to Ae populate. His efFe<3:s and eflates, with thofe of his 
father, were confifcated to the royal ufe. 

The day fucceeding this tragedy Ferokhfere marched from 
Khizzerahad, and made his public entry into Dhely with imperial 
• fplendour. 

» Every prince of HIndooftan has a band of attendants diftinguiflied by this 
appellation. They^are foppofed to be always ready to devote their lives, and 
are too often” employed in ailaffinations. Tippoo Salieb has a battalion of them, 
among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he 
forcibly circumciijed. They are generally captives taken in infancy, or purchaied 
Haves educated under the eye of the priqce. The jeoghlahs in the court of 
Conflantinople are of a fimilar defcdptioii. 
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iplendour. The* heads of ^e late emperor his uncle, Jehaundar 
Shaw, and the ameer al amra, were carried on poles in thV Caval- 
cade ; their bodies hanging feet upwards acrofs an hlejdiant, as 
marks of his triumph. The aged minifter Aibph ad Dowlah was 
alfo compelled to attend the proceilion, (habbily drelTed, in a palan- 
quin, and accompanied by the ladies of his ^unily, as fpeftatqrs of 
their own dilgrace. They were afterwards confined in the palace 
of Khan Jehaun. Raja Soobeh Chund, dewan to the late ameer al 
amifas bad his tongue cut out, aqd his property feized. ** Be not 
** Tfelf-fecure from the retribution of yopr aftionll^ for every feed 
** Ibwn produceth its kind.” Many nobles and dep&ndants of the 
late emperor' were put to death by the bow-ft#ing and other punifla- 
ments. Aiz ad Dien, fon of Jehaundar Shaw, Ali Tibbar, the fon 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh* 
fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot iron drawn over their 
eyes. Owing to the unjufi {laughter dnd punUhments infiided on 
numbers innocent ^oPcrimes, perfons of all ranks wefk feized with 
horror. The dread of death was lb great, that many nobles pre- 
«.vious to going to court uled to take leave of their fiimilies, and on 
their return home ofier prayers and alms, as in thahklgiving for 

efcape firom imminent danger. * ... 

• • 

Ferokhfeie had not long enjoyed die, dirone, when a jealoufy 
arofe between him and the vizier • Koottub al Moolk, which at laft 
extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the down&ll 
of the empire and ruin of Hindooilan. The vizier, after the Victory 
of Agra, had been difpatched to fettle affairs at Dhely, where, 
without confulting Ferokhfere, he had dilpofed* of two principal 
offices to his friends ; but the emperor on his arrival wilhed to con-, 
fer them on other perfons. Koottub al Moolk upon' this, obferved, 
that if, in the very commencement of his office, His advice Ihould 
. • ' not 

* Syed AbdooJIah Khan, appointed vizier with the above tit!^ on Fookbfere's 
acceflion. It fignihes, The axis of the ftafe. 
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’ not be fi)llov(red, it would deftroy his credit as vizier ; while Meer 

Jumlah^Ferokhrere's private &vourite> remarked to hini> that how 

ibever princes might truft lervants with power, yet they ought to 

keep due deference, and not appoint to important ilations without 

orders from the pretence. In Ihort, though this dilpute ended in 

the vizier's giving up one of the offices to the emperor’s choice, 

yet ft left mutu^ hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 

confudon in aifairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his 

brother the * ameer al amra, and all ffie fyeds of Bareh, was ibis: 

Ferokhlere had |^ne of the qualities of. empire, penetration or con- 

dud. He waa of low mfiid aruf manners,' and poiTefTed only an 

ill-placed liberi^ty, hallowing extravagant favours on men without 

defert and of low rank. Yet generoftty is fuch a quality, that, 

however proffife, it has its admirers. Perlbns eager of gain will 

praife it, and it leaves a good name to the poileiror in ffiis frail world. 

Ferokhfere was therefore beloved by the common people ; but, in 

fad, he had m>t the leaft ability ffir fovereiga command, or even 

the lowed office in a date. 

> • 

• • I 

Meer Jumlah, envious and aipiring, but vqid of capacity, 
fought fupenority over all the nobility ; and having fcattered to the 
winds* the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon, 
accumulated during a •century and half, was meditanfog the de- 
drudion of die fyeds. He could not foe them the patrons of the 
people and guiders of adminidration. Koottub al Moolk alfo, being 
much addided to women and luxury, fought for leifure, and had 
entruded the reins of his authori^ to his dewan Ruttun Cbund, 
^ who had been 'purveyor to his family ; a man, rigid in his idola- 
trous foith, but incapable of direding the affiiirs of the vizarut, 
’the hi^ed office in the empire. From thele caufos, contentions 
daily encreaiingi* eventuaUy ruined the imperial authority of the 

family 

* Syed Houfleb Alee Kban, honoured this tide on Ferokhfere’s fuccefs 
near Agra, 
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family of Timur, which had been elkbliflied four hundred years, 
and the fycds of Bareh were abufed as traitfts to future time. A 
world was deftroyed by thefc enmities, and the empire of Hindoo- ' 
llan irrecoverably difordered. 

The emperor and Meer Jumlah, with their partizans, had 
formed a plan for the feparation of the brothers, which was, to 
difpatch one for the puniihment of * Maharaja Ajeet Sing Rhatoree, 
whc^ fince the death of Aulumgeer, had been guilty of rebellion, 
by deilroying the moiques and eredting idol tem||ps in his zemin- 
dary, and, as yet, with impunity, owing to the «wars of Shaw 
Aulum with his, brothers,' the infurre^tionstof the files, and the 
fucceeding broUs of the imperial family, from the death of Shaw 
Aulum till the prefent time. The ameer al amra, HoufiTein Alee 
Khan, accordingly marched with a confiderable army ; and Ajeet 
Sing, feized with dread at his approach, having evaluated the low 
lands, took refuge in nhe fafinefies of the mountains, #ith his &mily 
and effe&s. Notwithfianding the hints he received from court to 
%, ^pole the ameer al amra, he lent ambalTadors to beg quarter and 
forgivenefs of his ofiences. As at this period the &^ion at court 
having railed the flames of difagreement between the ^peror and 
the vizier, were conlpiring to impriibn him, he wrote repeated 
letters^ to his brother, conjuring him to haften to Dhely. The 
ameer al amra, therefore,* being fearful of delay, received the fub- 
milTions of Ajeet Sing, obliged . him to pay a large * pelhcuih, to 
give a daughter in marriag^to Ferokhfere, and fend his fon tb court. 
After concluding this treaty, he returned to the capital, 

* Koottub 

• ♦ 

• The rajas of Rhatore, called alfo Marwar, were of the firft conTequence in^ 
Hindooftan ; but of late their power has much decreaCbdy and a great part of 
their territory been wrefted, from them, by the Mhafattas# * 

^ An offering of mon^, made on taking poiTeilian of an office or lands 
from government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubauffion on receiving pardon 
for ftatc offences* 
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Koo^b d Moolk biiftg vbsier, itid liis t>ro^6r ameer al amra, 
it was di^cult to exeHiflIe any aft of goyei%ment, ftich as the con- 
ference <rf honours, lands, or appointment to dffiees, Without their 
approbation, and they wifhed nothing to be dbne contrary to their 
pleafure. At the lame time, Meer Jumlah, the confidential minifter 
of the emperor, who had publicly fignified that his prdmife and 
lignature were the fame as his own, received applications and 
granted petitions, in order to obtain popularity ; but Ruttun Chund, 
dewan to the vizier, difpleafed at bis interference, refbfed Obe- 
dience to the ro^^l orders through, the fhvdbrite ; not indeed would 
he forward any perfon’s bufinefe Without a prefent for himfelf and 
his patron. For thefe1*eafons he was not only hated by Fetokhfere 
and Meer Jumlah, but by die people; yet, emboldened by the 
fupport of his mailer, he behaved with great infolence. The bro- 
thers were enraged at Meer Jumlah, drho on his part reprefented 
their conduft a^ dilloyal, to the entfperor, who was fo much alarm- 
ed, that he wuhed to fecurc their perfons by ilrqtagen 9 > and often 
tried to effeft it, but in vain. His plans were betrayed to the 
minifters, and, only added enmity to enmity and injiiiy to injury^ 
It is faid, that the mother of Ferokhfefe acquainted them with the 
defigns,of her fon, as the was guarantee to the treaty between 
them, when the brothers had iirft embraced his caufe againft 
Jehaimdar Shaw. 

The. ameer al amra, on his return to Dhely, requefted the 
government of t)ekkan, intending to leave DaOod Rhah Punnee as 
his deputy in that Country, to iseceive ftom him a certain yearly fum, 
and to remain himfelf at court ; but the emperor and Meer Jumlah 
.wifhed him to depart. This he declined, fearful of leaving his 
brother alone among enemies. The difpute on this point grew fo 
high, that the brokers left off attending the court, levied troops, 
and fortified themfolves in their palaces; while Ferokhfere held 
councils againft them with Meer Jumlah, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
VoT, H« T * 
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and Khan Dowraun ; but from his irrefolution and cowadlice, his 
plans were changed day after day, and nMlbing was determined. 
Owing to the rumours of thele diilendons, bufinefs Vas at a (land 
in the capital, fo that the neccffaries of life became very dear. 

When much time had pafled in this manner, and me^diators 
interfered, the emperor's mother went to the houle of Koottub al 
Moolfc, and fatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops fhould 
gairifon the citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vihted her fon. 
Accofdingly, the brothats came .to court, alked pardon for their 
offences, and complained of ‘the emperor’s fufpkJbns of their at> 
tachment from the infinuations of intriguing perfons. Taking off 
their fwords, they laid them at his feet, fkying, ** If we arc 
“.guilty, here are our heads, and there the inftruments of punifh- 
“ ihent ; but if, from regard to our Cervices, our deaths fhould 
“ be uneafy to the royal mind^ difplacc and difinifs us from the 
“ prefence, that wt may gather purity in a pilgrimage to Mecca 
“ and the holy tombs of our illuftrious ‘ anccftors. If it is the royal 
, “ will to ufe our fervices, and keep us in. the prefence, to liften 
“ to the calumny of the frdtious,’ and injure and'difgrace us, is 
“ contrary to the prance of juft fbvereigns and the rules of pru- 
dence.” At length affairs wew ftius adjufted, that Mcer Jum- 
lah, bein^promoted to the fbubadaiy of Bahar, fhould be banifbed 
the j^efence, and the ameer al amra march to Dekkan* 

Meer Jumlah was difmiffed to his government in a few days 
after the reconciliation. Nizam al l^foolk was recalled from Dek* 
kan, and Daood Klun ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore, 
there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra. 

• I 

■ . ' , ^ After 

* The grandlbns of Mabummud by his daughter Fadma, the wife of Alee. 
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After thcfc aiTijingftmcnts, the emperor, who was recovered A. H. 1127. 
from a ievere * Ulnef(i» imjbichhad hitherto prevented the celebration A. 0,1714-15. 
of his marriage with the daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Sing, ilTued * 

orders for. preparations for tiut ceremony. The ipieer al amra 
condu^d the feftivities on the part of the bride, and the marriage 
was performed with a ^lendour and magnificence, till then unfecii 

T 2 among 

» It was about this time that the Faft India Company obtained their firnjaun 
of freo trade from Ferokhfere. The embafly f;nt to him had been fonje ti!h,e 
unfuccefsfully employed, owing t^ the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when 
an accident occafioned a fudden -an^. fwtunate conclufion to the negotiation. 

Ferokhfere was feized with.a difotder which tlie (kill of his own phyficizns 
could not cure, and he was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity, 
he Was advifed to truft his ca(e to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embady, 
who, by an operation, redored him to health. 'During' the operation it was 
reported, that . the emperor had died- under the furgeon’s hands } and fo gteat 
was the fury .of the populace, that they fdrrounded the boufe of the embada- 
dors, threatening to deftroy them. Th^ were only to be fppeafed by Ferokhfere’s 
(hewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and* aduring them that 
he had received new life from the (kill of Mr. ' Hamilton. Upon this the 
Englilh became as much venerated, as they had been before defpifcd. Ferokh- 
fere conferred great marks of diftindlion on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to 
grant any favour he chofe to aik, Mr. Hamilton, inftead of requeuing rewards 
for himfejf,' befbug^t the grant - of the Company’s requilitionsi which were iri- 
flantly complied with, and the fees of office remitted. Upon the return of the 
embaily, the emperor was very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain jn his 
fervice, which hd declined for the prefent} but prom'ifed to return, when he 
(hould have fettled his affairs at Cadcutta. Among the prefents made him by. 

Ferokhfere,, were models of all his Aitpcal indruments of pure gold. Mr. 

Hamilton, foon after -his return to Benpl, died of^'a putrid fever; and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of frds event from the governor and 
council, fe(tt an officer «of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from the 
natives, whofe folemn teltimony and that of the Europeans were taken to the 
emperor. 1 had this anecdote from Mr. HaAings, who tells me, that at his 
fiifl; arrival- in India there were living witnelfiss of the circumdances of it, and 
Mr. Hamilton’s mbnuTneftt was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
upon which the account of them was engrailed. In a Life of Ferokhfere, the 
circumdance of his recovery by a European fuigcon is mentioned ; alfo the de- 
lay of his marriage from ilbiefs. The Company owe fomeihing to the memo- 
ry of a man who fo ntdsly preferred their intered to his own advantage. 
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atr^ong the princes of J^tndooihm. Many pompous in/tgnia were 
added to the royal train upon this ogcalion. The 'illuminations 
rivalled the planets* and feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the 
ibirs, High and low lhared the feftiviu^, and joy thrilled through 
the veins of all. The emperor came to the palace of the ameer al 
amra* where the ceremony was performed j after which* he car- 
ried ftie princefs. in the higheft Iplendour of imperial pomp io the 
citadel* amid the refbundings of mufical inftruments and acclama- 
tions of the populace. 

w 1 

The ameer al amra* .having ^med Torokhreref, that in cafe of 
any breach of the royal promife* or defigns againft his brother 
Koottub al Moolk* he would return to Dhely in twenty dajrs* 
began his march towards Dekkan. The emperor however had 
recalled Daood Khan* the chief of an Afghaun tribe of tried valour* 
and poftbfTing great influence and friendfbip with the Mharattas* 
ftom the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanpore* appar- 
ently as deputy to the ameer al amra* but with fecret orders to 
« . opp^ and cut ,hini oft*. Daood Khan* on his ‘arrival at Boorahan- 
pore* began to as if independant i upon which .the ameer al 
amra fent a meflkge to him* that as the government of all Dekkan 
had been conferred upon him* it was neceflhry he fhould hot draw 
his foot ftom the circle of obedience* but oome to meet him fub- 
roiflively* or retire to Dhely. Daood Khan* diftogarding this* 
[Htchcd his camp under the walk of the city* and called to his 
afliftance Neemajee Sindia* a principal Mharatta chief* who had 
been taken into im^rial fervice Shaw Aulum* and enjoyed 
the rank of feven tht^^d* with feveral diftri^ in jaghire in the 
vicinity of Aurungabad. 

The ameer ^ amra* when arrived near Boorahanpore* repeated 
hk admonitions* hut in vaiuj,, upon which he marched to punifh 
him ; and Daood Khan* Who legacded hiotfclf as the hero of his 

• * age. 
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age> was prepared to receive him. TKe engagement was veiy 
bloody .on both £idev Daood Khan hod given orders to his ele- 
phant driver to carry him to the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attacking in perfon ; and notwithilanding his advanced 
line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was driven 
back with great daughter, he, with many of his chief officers 
mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through 
die jfbe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al 
amra, feveral of whofe principal dependants were killed and 
wounded, and among them Meer Mufliriffi, the chief officefand 
favourite of his mailer. Who was*wounded by an arrow from Daood 
Khan, and thrown ^oia his elephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al amra, whofe army, now feized with 
a panic, fled on all ddes, leaving him with only a few conhdential 
attendants. At this ends, a matchlock ball (buck Daood Khan, 
who fell, dead on the feat of his elephant i and the day of his prof- 
perity funk into die darkne& of deftru^on. His followers inftantly 
di^rfed, and the ameer al amra founded the 'trumpets of victory, 
commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragged at the tail of, 
an elephant round the city of Boorahanpore. JNeemajee Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the a^bon had retired to a diilance with his 
fblldwers, came up to congratulate the vi£h>r, and his troops plun- 
dered the fugitives of his late patron. The effects, hories, and 
ekjdiants of Da^ Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who, 
fome time afterwards, lent a few of the latter to court. 

The following drcumftance is related. Daood Khan, while 
£>ubadar cd* Gazara4 had nkuried the daughter of a zemindar of 
that province, and ihc was at the time of ^ death feven months 
gone with child. Ddermined not to furvive her lord, fhe ripped 
open her wend), /a as to iave the life of the infant, and died. 
When the emperor received intelligence of the viAoiy gained by 
the ameer a] amra, he was much afHifted, and faid to Koottub al 

• Moolk, 
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Mo6lk» that fo valiant and celebrated a chlel^ as Dgood Khan, had 
been unjuftly flain ; when the vizier obferved, that had his brother, 
fallen by- the hand of the Afghauri, his majcfty would have been of 
a diiierent opinion. 

During tliis year, by tlie well conduced valour of Abd al Sum- 
mud Khani Bunda, chief of the fiks, who had pretended to royalty, 
and committed great depredations in the p.q^vince of Lahore, was 
taken ^prifoner, and received the juft reward of his crimes. . He . 
was.^'lipeally deftended from an adopted fbn of Nannuk Shaw, the 
founder of the religion of the fiks? in thd reign . of #the emperor 
Baber. Nannuk was the fon of a Hindoo gr^ merchant of the 
Kuttree tribe, and being a youth of good capacity and pleating 
manners, engaged the notice of fyed Houflun, a celebrated dirveth, . 
by whofe inftruftions he made great progrefs in learning, and be- 
came an admirer of the fyftems of fp^ulative and contemplative 
divinity of the muftulmaun devotees. Having leledted fome of their 
tenets, he trandated'them into the Punjaubee diale(ft, with addi- 
jions of his own, and called the compolition Kirrufit, which became 
tfie guide of his difciples, who at firft . formed only a religious fe<3:, 
without laying claim to political confequence. Nannuk left two 
fons, but neither of them aftumed the fupremacy of their order, 
which was given by eletftion to Angud, one* or their ftither’s fol- 
lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon,* was fuc- 
ceeded by a difciple, who prefided over the order twenty two 
years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law, 
in the direftion. Ramdafs lived only feven years, and was fuccoeded 
by his fon Goorroh Arjun, whofe fon Hir Govind inherited his 
dignity. Hir Govind’s eldeft fon dying, he was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Hir Roy, who after feventeen years left this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infant fon Hir Kifhen. He having no iftiie, 

his 

• This is contradicted by other writers, who- &ty he was of obicure parentage ; 
but the' fiks believe this account of His defeen^ or affeCt to do fo. 
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his uncle Tecghe' Baliadur, younger foh of Hir Govind, was eledted, 
but put to deadi as a dangerous heretic in the feventeenth year 
of Aulumgeer’s reign, he having coUeded his followers, and levied 
contributions from the inhabitants of his neighbourhood, in con- 
jundion with HaBz Adam, a muffulmaun devotee, and his votaries. 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his fon- Goorroh 
Govind, having colleded his foHowers, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time tfil^ had, never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations ; but he was foon obliged to fly, and two of his’fcns, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being deflrous of return- 
ing to his honfe, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condud him, 
dil^ifed as one. of their devotees, through the army llationed at 
Sirhind; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired, 
having loft his faculties in grief for his fons. He ordered his dif- 
ciples to wear blue, and leave Aeir beards and the hair of their 
heads unlhaved, which thejl do. to this day*. He was fucceeded by 
Bunda, one of his followers, who was allb cdle^ Goorrbh Govind. 
This man obtained great power ; and while Shaw Aulun^ was in 
Dekkan againft Kaum Bukhfh, colleded his followers, to revenge. ^ 
the death of his predeceflbr‘s fons. He committed the ^eateft 
cruelties gn the muflulmauns, in every advantage fhewing no 
quarter to age tor fex, and even ripping up women with child. The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfon againft 
him, and he was befieged in the fortreft of Loeh Ghur, which 
• was taken, but Bunda found means to efcape, and raifo new infur- 
redions. 


The 

1 

. • The fikt admit profelytes from any feft. They profefs deifm. Tbeit cere- • 

‘monies I am not inform^ of. They mourn at a birth, and rgoicc at de«h. 

• It is faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fome fiks 
have waOied their feet, mixed with hog’s, blood ; a horrid abomination to a 
pious mufliilmaun. Hindoo profelytes drink vrater, in which a cw rops. o 
a cow’s blood have' been mingled. • . . 
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7hc of Shaw Aulun^ the dilputes of his ibnSy and the 
unfettled ftate of Jehaundar Shaw’s government, prevented#nicans 
being taken for the extirpation of the herefy ; and Bunda, taking 
advantage of the diftradtion of the times, acquired an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceflion of Ferokhfere, Iflaum Khan, 
foubadar of Lahore, was fent againft him, but defiatod with great 
(laughter; upon which Bazeed Khaun, fc^e daur . of Sirhind, was 
commanded to puniih him, and took ‘the Md. He was afTaflinated 
in .his ^cnt. when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, commiffioned 
for that purpole by Bunda, and thp murderer efcaped ^unhurt. Abd 
al Summud Khan, governor of Kaflimeer, was now promoted to 
the (bubadary of Lahore, and lent againft thSfe rebels with a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in a fortrels, which was blockaded fo effe&ually, as to cut 
off every fupply. The garrilbn was reduced to the neceffity of eat- 
ing cows, horles, ailes, and other animals forbidden by their laws ; 
when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being 
reduced to the extremis of famine and difeafe, diey begged for 
‘ Quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a ftandard on the 
plain, commanded them to come out and lay their arms under k, 
which they did. He then divided the meaner fort among his chiefs, 
who cut off their heads, and threw their bodies info a river near 
the fortrefs. The chiefs and perfons of rank he put in chains, and 
placed them Upon camels and afles, with caps of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded with diem to Lahore in this manner, to excite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of Bazeed 
Khan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the fiks, and diftin- 
guifhed by the title of Tara Sing, upon his being*pointed out to her 
. in the proceftioa, threw down a heavy ftonc from the roof of her 
houfo as he paifod, and killed him on the fpot, in revenge for tho 
death of her fon. After feme days, Bunda and tfic oAcr captives 
were fent to Dhcly ; through ^#^hich iie was carried in an iron cage 
upon an elephant, dreffed in a robe of gold brocade, and upon his 

head 
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head a red turbah»< embroidered with gold. Behind him fat a 
foldier wfth a drawn &bre. . Preceding him were borne by perfons 
mounted on elephants numberlefs heads of his difciples on long poles, 
alfo a cat upon a ftaiF, to denote that not an animal belonging to 
him was fpared from llaughter. After hi^ elephant came, tied two 
and tvyo upon camels, feven hundred and forty prifoners, having 
each a hand bound to his neck. Upon their heads were &ntaitic 
caps, and they wore hatilb of Iheep fkins, with the wool outwards. 
The files bore the infults of the populace with the greatell firmnais, 
and fteadily refufed the enjperor’s offers of life if they would em- 
brace the Mahdmmedan faith.* They were put to death, an hun-- 
dred each day, on the*enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda 
and his fon, with their ^remaining frieni^s, were executed without 
the city. They were carried to die place of execution in ridiculous 
procelfion. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who 
was comtnsunded to kill his infiuit fon ^ but refufing, the child was 
flain by the executioner, his heart torn out, kn(ji forced into the 
father’s mouth. Bunda was then put to death, by the tearing of 
his flefh with red hot pincers and othetr tortures, which he bore •* 
with the greafefi confiancy j and had he not infilled fiofilar cruel- 
ties on others, he might be regarded as a martyr to his faith. It- 
is faid,*he madd the following reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
who had remonflrated with him on his conduct : ** When the fins of 
** a people become exceffive, the divine Avenger fends forth aniiong 
** them a tyrant, like myfelf, to punifh their crimes ; but when 
“ the nfeafure of juftice is filled, commits him to the hands of one 
** more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his adlions, 

** \yhat are the cruelties and oppreffions of the wicked, if they 
“ Ihew not the rod of the Almighty ! ” • 

VoL^. II. U Ferokhfere 

* 

. ■ The Hks now poiSefs the provinces of Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun, 

with great part of Dlwly, and bands of them have more than once made in- 
roads on the navob vuuer'a dominions, but have been as often eafily repdled 

by 
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A. H. iis8. Ferokhfere had levied a body of twenty thoufaad horie* and 
A.D. 1715. fettled the pay of each man at *£if^ rupees per month, which had 
now fallen in arrear a* wlmle year. Many of the officers having 
from two to nine hundred men, had ferved, in hopes of procuring 
jaghires, without perfon&l pay, during this period, at the end of 
which orders were ilTued to di^Us them. At this crifis, alfo,,Meer 
Jumlah arrived at Dhely fiom his government of Bahar, where 
afiairs were in the utmoll cOnfiifion, owing to his bad conduA. 
He ‘ had kept up a greater force than he could pay, ib that the 
foldiers became mutinous, and committed the greateft outrages and 
oppreflions on the inhabitants of Ae city of Pama, &d the diftridts. 
Meer Jumkh, dreading a revolt as dangeiou^ to his perfonal faiety, 
fied unknown to his followers, and travelling in a covered litter 
reached Dhely in fifteen days from Patna. His fudden arrival gave 
univerfal credit to reports, which had been prevailing, that Ferokh- 
fbre was meditating the imprifbnment of the vizier ; and though he 
was not admitted/o\he prefence, but received tokens of the royal 
difpleafure for quitting his government without orders, and went him- 
*• felf to vilit Koottub al Moolk, whofe mediation he begged with the 
humbled; entreaties, his condudt was inteipreted as deceitful. The 
difeharged cavalry, clamorous fiir arrears, had Ihrrounded the j>alaces 
of Mahummud Ameen, paymafter, Khan Dowraun, deputy to the 
ameer al amra, and Meer Jumlah, whicR was attributed to the 
intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the 
tumult. Koottub al Moolk being alarmed, collefbed his dependants 

from 

by the «|^oach of our army. Thvf have a tradition aslong them, from their 
founder Nannufc, that their order and power will be deAroyed by white men 
firom the weA} and tb^ regard Europeans as the people dcAioed to fulAl the^ 
piophecy. Nannuk is faid alfo to have told the emperor Baber, that his de* 
feendants would All the throng- of Dhely for ten generations, and ‘ no longer. 
If Al, ‘this pnpiiecy may be regarded at nearly verified, Shaw Aulom being the 
tenth in defiwnt} and it is more than probable^ that after him an emperor 
will ceafe to be acknowledged in Httsdooftan. At prsfent he is merely nominal* 
* Between five and Ax pounds idling. 
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from the flei|^botirii>g diftrifts; and during five or fix days the 
capital was a icene of co^ufion* both the mutineers and the forces 
of the vizier 4>eing under arms* watching the motions of each other 
day and night. At length Meer Jumlah took refuge with Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan* and Ferokhlere* to calm the fufpicions of the 
vizier* having removed him from his employments* banifhed him 
to Lahore* and fatlsfied the fbldieiy $ but this* as there was no fin- 
cerity between the parties* did, not put an end to their jealoufies ; 
lb that the emperor never went to hunt or made a movement*, but 
reports arole that it was to feize Koottub al Moolk* who htas 
always in alarm* and furrohnded by troops for his prote^on. 

In this year died the Navob Afc^h ad Dowlah Aflud Khan A. H* 1 129 
Bahadur* Either to the late ameefal amra* in the nine^ fi}urth lunar 
year of his age. He was delcended from an Uluflrious £uni]y of 
Turkomat^. His hither fled from the opprefiions of Shaw Abbas 
of Perfia into Hindooftan* was railed fo high .rank by Jehaungeer, 
and married the daughter of a near relation to *his emprels Noor 
Jehaun. The name of Afoph ad 'Dowlah was Ibrahim. He was , 
very early noticed by ^w Jehaun* who married him to a daughter * 
of his vizier Albph Jah* brother to the emprels above mentioned, 
and pfomoted him to the office of lecond bukhfhi* which he held 
till the fifteenth year of Aulumgeer* when he was raifed to the 
rank of four thoufand* and a few years afterwards to the office of 
viziei* and highelt order of nobility* feven thouland. He was con- 
tinued in employment by Azim Shaw* upon whofe death he was 
dillinguilhed by Shaw Aulum* appointed * vaqueel muttuUuk* and 
his fim made ame^r al amra ; but on the acceffion of Ferokhfere 
he was dif^raced* had his efrates leized* and his fon was put to 
.death. Since that period* he had fived upon a fcanty penfion in 
a fort of confinement* but much relR|[l|||d by all ranks. It is 

U 2 reported* 

• An officer properfy controuling every department* never created but on great 
emergencies. To Afoph ad Dowhh it was h mere nommal honour. 
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reported, tliat Ferokhfere, ^in hU laft illnefs, fent to aik his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and tp requeft his advice how to ad; to* 

, wards the iyeds. Afoph ad Dowlah faid, that the .emperor had 
been led to do wrong by his unlucky deftiny, and when he had 
ruined his &mily, he had deilroyed the pillars of the empire of 
Timur ; that as he had entrufted the reins of government to the 
fyeds, he ihould leek only their iatisfadion, for didention' could 
only render his affairs worfe, and draw (j[own ruin upon his own 
head* Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp, 
at 'th& expenfe of the emperor, in a maufoleum> ereded by his 
father for the family. * ' , 

# 

Ferokhfere, by the advice of his iavourites, ,i)ad appointed 
feveral perfons to offices in Dekkan ; but the ameer al amra, re- 
garding them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants; 
which enraged the pmperof, who was treated alfo with the fame 
dilreiped by his vizier at Dhely. The dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, 
controuled all the impeml offices, fo as to leave their poilefibrs 
‘ only a name. He formed out in leaie the 'royal demeihes-to his 
own creatures ; and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whofe 
peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it ki vain to*pleafo 
the emperor and his miniffers, being divefted of all power, re- 
queffe'd to refign their nominal offices. 

# 

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to .regain his authoii^, recalled 
to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had fieen dewan to Aulumgeer, 

* ^ • intending 

« 

* Left this expiellton fliould be aiifunderftood, it is iignified, that the pro., 
petty of the is aU,in theAjaftiperpr, and the landholders are itmoveabie at 
picafuret but they were fuMH be hereditiury, unrefs'in oafes of tieafon, 
rebellion, or defalcation of rewNB^ except in thofe diftridts above named demelhes, 
which were referred for the private fupport of the royal houfehold, and were 
farmed to icntcre annually, or in leafo. 
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intending to ircftOfe' him to his former office j but this nobleman, 
fearful of offending ^he powerful vizier, at firft declined the offer, 
nor did KoottOb al Moolk, who, had experienced his abilities, wifli 
for fuch a rival. He waj, ‘however, at length perfuaded ’ by Akh- 
laafs Khan, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarring iriterefts, 
to confent to the appointment, on a promifo that Einaiut Oollah 
fhould not propofo any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund fhould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue. 

As Koottub al Moolk, on ^count of the difpleafure of Ferokhferd 
and his own fondnefs for pleaftu;e, fat but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to 
clients, EinaiuiOollah requefled (hat he would at leaft come once a . 
day to his office ; which he promifi^,,hut foon. failed to perform. 

Einaiut Oollah Klhan, notwithftanding his reputed abilities, did 
not confult the temper of the times, fo very different from thofe 
of the reign of Aulumgeer. , He obtained the emperor’s orders to 
revive the "capitation .tax upon infidels; which difobliged Raja .* 
Ruttun Chuncf and all the Hindoos.' As many eunuchs, Kafh- 
mirians, Hindoos, and perlbns of bad charadrerS, had procured 
valuable jaghires^ fo as to leave no fubiiftence or rewards for the de- 
ferving, he wifhed to ednfifoate fome and lefien others, to ipake 
room for them. This regulation inteiforing with the dependants of 
Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafed, and all the deputies in 
offii^ hated the ftkiahefs of the neW dewan. The agreement be- 
tween him and the Vizier was Ibon broken, and changed into mutual 
oppofitioh. A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a conlider- 
able balance of revenue to government, was confined for the debt 
By Einaiut bedim, w^ refulcd to relcafe him at, the requeff of his 
patron ; but the .dbfo'uher finding. means Jp make his eicape, took 
! ' • • fhelter 

• Thirteea hipees per annum for every two*, thoufand of property podelTed by 
the Hindoos. The lame, blind, and vferjr poor, were excufed. 



AURUNGZEBE*! SUCCESSORS. 

flielter in his houfe, and Rutton CSbuod would not give him up to 
^ ro^'ul ofEcers. The emperor* enraged at his iniblence* com- 
manded Koottub al Moollc to difchaige him from ha frrvice ; but 
the vizier would not obey. ^ 

. Another great caufe of difrgreement between the empemr and 
Koottub al Moolk was this : Raja Jcy Sing -had been difpatched 
with a powerfril army to reduce .Chooramun* chief of the Jauts* 
wjbo had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agra; the rebel, 
dter k rehftance of nearly a year, being reduced to iixtreini^, fent 
an agent to Koottub al Moolk,' offering to pay him a confiderable 
fum of money) a laige peihculh to the ro 3 ral treafuiy, and to come 
and niake his fubmiflions at court, if he would pmpire his pardon 
and recall the troops of Jey Sing. The vizier, thinking to pro- 
cure a new and ufeful partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhferc, 
much againft his inclination, .to accept the offers. The rebel 
accoidingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal 
presence. Raja ^ Jey Sing was greatly difpleafed at the efcape of 
, Chooramun from his hands, and complaine4 ^ Ferokhiere of the 
indignity ihcwu him in return for his iervices* Di&greeablb intel- 
ligence alio arrived from Dekkan, which cauied frelh.didentions at 
court, and at length involved the empire in confufion. 

When ameer al amra, after the defeat of l>aobd Khan, had 
proceeded to the capital of Aorungabad, and began to adjuft the 
adairs of his government, he frwnd ihet iDhcai-ee, who 

was effablidied on the part of * Raja Sahoo. in the province of 
Khandefrie, had ereded a chain of fmaU %ts on the high .road 
between the port of Surat and the city of Boorahanpore. His Mha- 
rattas, iffuing from thefe ff^tioBS, otdiged merchants and traveUccs 
tp pay a fourth part of^ their, proper^; or, in'eafo of relifl^e, 
plundered them of the whole,, and confined their perfons till they 

received 


Chhf of the Mharattu. 
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received a ranibm* Tkoaiueer al amra diTpatched one of his chie&, 
with four thoufand horfe aod as many fbot» to expell the Mharattas, 
and raze the fotts i hot this officer being drawn into an ambufh by 
Kanndoo Dhearee, who pretended to fly before him), was defeated 
and {lain, with many* of his troops, and the remainder were 
made prifoners. The amelCr al amra now font againfl the rebels 
Mohul^um Sing, his dewan, and his own brother Syef ad Dien 
Ali Khan, governor of Boorahanporc, in great force; upon which 
Kaundoo, not cbuflng to hazard an engagement, retired to hja 
mafler Raja Sahoo in the fortrefi of Sittarra, but his followers con- 
tinued to commit jdepredations .as ufoai, cautioufly avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mharattas to a 
deciflve adion,'%iarched to beflege Sitterra, when he^was recalled 
by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diflmtions 
at Dhely, and that the emperor had font private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and aU the perfons of authori^ in Dekkah to oppofo and 
diflrefs him. From this caufo, though he wasVifited by Mubariz 
Khan, foobadar of Ahmedabad^ and othtt* imperial officers, yet 
he never could properly eflabliih his author!^ in Beejapore, Hyder- > * 
abad, or the Ounatics. 

• * 

• 

The emperor . Aulumgeer, in a war of twenty five years, had 
reduced the two remaining mufliilmaun * monarchies c^Dekkan, and 
taken forty fortrefles fiom the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow 
of Ramrauje, their chief, oflered to fubmit, if he would allow her 
ten rupees in each hundred foom die collections of the country, as 
original proprietor of the foil. The emperor, however, either 
difdaining to make tSrms with infidels, or firom avarice, refufod this 
oflfer. Shaw Aulom, his fucceflor, entered into negotiations for a 
tnea|y with Tara Hisy and Raja Sahoo ; but, owing to dilagrcc- 
ments between the two latter, concerning the divifion of the allow- 
ance, it was never finally adjufted ; and upon his return from 

Dekkan 


* Beejapore and Golconda. 
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' Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, which the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blodd and his own 
ihould be excepted from this tribute; alfo, that his own agent, 
Heeramun, (hould fuperintend their collections, and that they Ihould 
not plunder or moleil caravans. Thus adairs were tolerabjy con- 
ducted during his government, and, at firlt, in that of his fucceifor 
Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year and five months ; but 
ip 'the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 

u ' 

* C 

The ameer al aqira, finding .the emperor^ Ifiagucd with the 
enemy, and his brother the vizier oppofdd at Dhely, thought it 
mod prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his intered. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of deefinukkee, or ten 
rupees in every hundred. It was fettled, that Bilhonaut and 
Chimnajee diould fcfide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a relpeCtable 
force"! at Aurangabad, to receive the choute, and that they ihould 
. edablifli collectors in the didriCts over the deefinukkee. Thus, for 
a time, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had 
vexed Dekkan for a long'feries of years, fubfided, and the .people 
began to tade repofe ; but the governors of didiiSb and fermers of 
rcveijue were more didrefled than - ever, as* they had now three col- 
lectors, one from the prefence, one for the choute, and a tliird 
for the deefinukkee. , Ferokhfere was highly enraged at the ameer 
al anira tor concluding this treaty, but had not the courage* to refiife 
his afient, or ability to countera^ the ufurpations of his minider, 
who directed the affairs of Dekkan as he pleafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, and paying no attention to the royal ap- 
pointments, unlels he was affured of the fidelity of the peiibni to 
himfclf. ■ ■ . ^ 


About 
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About this tttuc Ferokhferc had conferred the government of 
BoorahanpoFe« as deputy to the ameer al amra, upon Jaun NilTar 
Khan, an old ooUeman of refpeAed character, and related by 
adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken to hjs 
advice, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaun 
Nillar.Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his common at> 
tendants, not chuiing to raile troops, led the appearance of them 
ihould excite jealoufy in the .ameer al amra, eipecially as Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Maltha, 
a province bordering on Dekkan, at the £une time he received hfs 
commiflion. Reports had alrea^*fpread at Aurangabad, that the 
motive for the march tof thefe nobles was the deftrudion of the 
ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic train of one into 
eight thoufimd horie, as an advanced body to an army under the 
latter of fix^ thoufand men. The ameer al amra, however, was 
foon bette^ inibrmed, by die receipt cf letsteos from Jaun Nifijur 
Khan, who requeued an efrort of troops to bring him to his pre- 
fence, hk fmall train being ^'infiifficient to protod him againd a 
banditti of Mharatta's,. who in&ded the high road, under Sunts, 
a chief, independant of Jiaja Sahoo. The ameer al amra complied 
with Iw.requed ; and upon his arrival at Aurangabad treated him 
with great refpdd, but delayed iending him to Boorahanpore, not 
chafing to trod a frontifif dation to one lent by the emperor. , 

This year was alio didingudhed by the rapid and extraordinary 
exaltation of Mahummud Moraud, This man, by birdi a Kadi- 
mirkn, and native of the dme place as * Sahebeh Niflwaun, mother 
to Fcrokhlere» watf by her introduced to the emperor, whom he 
perfuaded that he could eafily e&6t the dedradtion of the iyeds, 
viAout coming to open war, or caufing confufion in the date. 
Ferokhierc, gratified by his flatteries, fuddcnly promoted him to the 

W • . , rank 


* JhgUce^ Chief of women. 
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rank of icven thoufand, with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
* Rukkun ad Dowlah. He daily conferred upon him the moft ex- 
travagant prelents of jewels and money j ;idfo the ’rich bedHead, 
fumptuouily adorned with precious Hones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, it y/as fuppofed the emperor was a partner in his vice. ,By his 
counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern- 
ment of Moraudabad, and SirbuUund Khan from that of Patna, 
v^lth great promifes of hivour, to join their inliuence in the deftruc- 
tion of the fyeds. Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to 
the emperor, was alio invited 'to pourt for the fame purpofe ; but 
immediately upon his arrival, feeing the hrefolution and varying 
councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafeft to attach himfelf to 
the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expedled 
the vizarut and ameer al amralhip, being told by the emperor 
that he intended the former office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, tefolved 
to run no rilque merely to ferve the favourite, under whom 'they 
cHeemed it a di^race to rank. Upon this, the diilridt of Moraud- 
abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with additional 
lands created into a ibubahdaiy, tvas conferred on Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
Many others of the principal nobility were alfo invited to apcomplifli 
tlu ruin of the miniilers ; but all, finding that it was only* to ag- 
grandize a worthlefs minion, refufed compliance. During thefe 
cabals, the ** eeed al fitter occurred, when the emperor, as ufual 
went in ftate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of 
worfliip without the city ; and it was rumoured, that ofi this day 
the vizier would be taken prifoner nr al&ffinated. Koottub al 
Moolk attended, but no attempt was made againft him. Jealou- 
fies and apprehenfions had now arifen to fuch' a height, that he 
no longer thought himfelf fafe without his brother, and accord- 
ingly 

• Pillar of the flate, 

^ Feftival on conclufion of tbit great fiill of Ramazan. 
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ingly wrote him to haften to Dhely for their mutual fecurity, 
as Ae nloft powcrfiil vaflals of the empire were colledted in the 
capital^ and* Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their 
definition. 

The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his 
brother* refblved to march to his afliflance* and by a decifive blow 
to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in cyder 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and cecemOgy 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth calle^^ Moien ad Dien, faid to be a 
fon of ‘Sultan *Akber, and had requefted leave to come to court, 
as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 
was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the viaier ; who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother, 
took a frefh oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of regard and 
attachmedt ; but there was no fincerity on either fide. Akhlaafs 
Khan was difpatched to affure the ameer al amr» of the emperor’s 
regard, and prevail. upon him to remain in Dekkan. Koottub al 
Moolk employed himfelf in attaching to his interefl, or at leafl * 
to fland neuter, -the few confequential nobili^, who had not joined 
his p^y, and he fucxeeded. Nizam al Moolk was promifed the 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma* 
hummud Ameen Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn-over : 
fo that Ferokhfere had now no.perfon of real confequence or ability 
attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing. He advifed the emperor 
to take the held, and trufl his caufe to the adeftion of his troops, 
who would be animated to their duty by feeing their fovereign at 
their head, and dfefert the minifler, but in vain. Ferokhfere, 
^cowardly, and infatuated, would not quit the walls of his palace, 
where he continued g at one time laying fchemes for the affaninao 

W 2 tion 


Fourth fon of Auningzebo. 
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tion of th6 brotho?) and at another, on their difcoveiy, making 
abjed fubmifSons, and imploring forgivenefi j every fiiifbrt at 
fc^dom C(mclttding in greater reftridions upon his addiori^, and 
hazard to his perfon. 

A.H. U31. The ameer al amra having placed his own garrifons in .fuch 
A. D. 1718. forti-eflcs of Dekkaii as he chofe to retain, and given up die re- 
Aiaioder to the Mharattas, as the pfice of their iiiendihlp, began 
hif 'march, with an army of aboNre thirty thbu&nd horfe, tfli 
thoufand of whom. Were Mharal^as. Near die fort of * Mando, 
h^ Was met by Akhlaa£i Rhan, who had been fent from Dhely 
by die emperor to alTure him of his rt^rd, ^nd to |»'evail on him 
to return to DekkaH; bat this agent was fectcdy a fpyof di« 
vizier’s. Inftead of performing the royal commiffion, he repre- 
fehted the reconcfliatkai of Ferokhfere as pretended, magnified 
dife daiigerous hi'flue^e of Rukkan ad Dowkh, and fet forth the 
danger the Vtzier was in from fo many of the principsd. nobUity at 
i)hely widi troops> paitkalariy Nizam al Moolk* SarbuBund Khan, 
** Mahuhimiid Arhtefi Khali, “and Maharaja ^cy Sing, who would 
c^'iiily fupport the gfnperdr, i^Otdd he but cwifent to withdraw 
his Bivoar from Riikkuli ad Dowlih. the ameer al amra coi^ued 
his march, and upon his arrival at Oojein received advice, that 
the emperor, alarmied at his approadn ^ paid a vHit 4 o Koottub 
al Moolk, hOfiotired him by pkcing his xurban upon his head, 
and that the fnoft fecred <adis‘ ctf fHmdflbJp had been ti&en be- 
tween them; ihat oh thef<^lowh^ dayihe vieier, wkh Maharaja 
AjeOtSing, had gone, tb cOdjt/Vhcre ^he of fidelity 

and fevour weft . renewed ; aufi Iftrdkhfcft had i^^iified in full 
afiembly to, Rukkiin ad Dowfeth and his dependants, tiat he^ 
Would henceforth exclude a|[ jealoufies of the.minifters fiorn his 
heZrt. The ameer al amra; 'on h<»ring this news, faid in public 
• durbar 

* Once the capital of Malwa, noV in ruins. It belongs to the Mharattas. 



FEROKHSERE. 


>57 


durbar with a laud .\floice, that if the emperor had fmcerely no 
enmity 'lagainft him* and ihould receive him with real hivour, he 
would on hia part form no plans but of loyalty and attachment, 
and would, after receiving audience and delivering up his royal 
pdibner, r^om to his government. . He was not however fincere 
m ^ dedarations, ft»r it has been heard from the mouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately aft^, he told them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would ruin his ftmily, ihould he 
ever have it in his power, and their only iecuriQr was in hi^ de- 
thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at die difbince' of 
about ft)ur da^s from, -the capital was met by many of the principal 
nobili^, and his brdther's dewan. Raja Rutnxn Chund, who re- 
lated to him exaggerated accounts the condudk of Ferokhiere 
and his ftivourites ; which enraged him fo mucdi, that he ftiewed 
open cmttempt to Zudir Khan ^id others, who had been lent 
ftom the ‘emperor to compliment and aiTure him of the royal 
favour. At length they encamped clofe to Dhely, hear the minaret 
of Ferdc Shaw, and, contrary to the "rules of etiquette, com- 
manded his band of muftc to play . on his entering his tents/ ' 
faying, that he no longer conlidcrfed himfelf as a iervant of the 
empipror, and would not regard the royal c^monials. 

Ferokhiere, upon* intdligence of fuch a mark of difteiped, 
was overwhelmed widi dread, and at a lois how to a<ft. At ode 
time he refolved to exert . his authority, and take the field, to 
pmufti -the rebel ; <but his iears fi)on returned, and he had recourfe 
to mediation and entreaty. Mabiraja Jcy Sing now again ad- 
vifed him to- lea^e the palace, and encamp } afluring him, that 
he would inftandy be joined by the imperial fervants, who would 

double 

• ^ 

• Agreeably to the ceremonial, no ^erfon is allowed,^ without permidlon, 
to ufe the band or nobut within twenty four miles of the royal refidence. 
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doable the force of the brothers in number, and punifh thw 
infolence ; that it was moft probable their own followers would 
defert them, Ihould they fee his majefty refolved, and join the 
imperial ftandard, when the minifters muft fubmit to his pleafure, 
or fly. Fcrokhfcre would not be roufed to aftion. He now de,* 
termined to give himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier imd ameer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobili^ to receive their 
orders, and adt as they diredled. At* ledgth he received a meflfage 
from,*Koottub al Moolk, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from 
court, and confer the offices immediately ,about the royal perfon, 
fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the difeftion of the 
halls of audience, and intendancy of the dofneftics, on their de- 
pendants, and admit a guard* of their troops into the citadel, he 
and his brother would come apd pay their obeilance with readinefs 
and loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, aflfured them that he would 
confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and 
receive their vilit op the feftival of the * noroze, which would be- 
gin in a few days. Jey Sing, having received the royal orders to 
*quit Dhely without delay, retired to his zemindary of Ambere, un- 
able to affift his wretched fovereign. . 

t 

A. D. 1719. The tmhappy Ferokhfere having confonted to' the deniands 
of the iS^eds, on the eighth of February tKeir troops were admit- 
ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn ; when 
Koottub al Moolk with Maharaja Ajeet Sing entered, ‘and poll- 
ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 
treachery. None of the imperial fervants, but Rukkun ad Dow- 
lah, Imteauz Khan, Roolhun ad Dowlah, and* a few domellics 

and 

• Firft day of the Perfian folar year, which is obferved'as a high feftival. 
The emperor is weighed in a fcak againft fomewhat of every fort, from Jewels 
and gold to the muft common neceftaries of life, which are diflributed to the 
poor. 
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and eunuchs, were allowed to remain with the emperor. The 
ameer al amra, in princely fplendour and parade, attended by 
his army, marched through the city, and entered the palace 
towards evening, his troops remaining under arms without, to 
prevent diforderp in the avenues. He was received with the 
greateft diftindion by the emperor, who Ihed tears, and placed 
his own turban upon his head; conferring upon him alfo, all 
the jewels he had upon hjp dreft ; but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refiifed part of the gifts, and having* up- 
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of coilfideriCes 
in himfelf aial his brotlier,. who had been the inftruments of 
his exaltation to the* throne, took his leave in an hafty . man- 
ner, negleifting the cuftomaiy ceremonial of refped at his depar- 
ture, and returned to his camp. At . the fame time the vizier, 
with his followers, left the palace, and the royal guards were 
readmitted to their Nations. 

• 

Ferokhfere, though thus difrefpedfully treated by his minifters, 
who, it was eafy to jjerceive, were not now to be controuled, or,* 
reconciled to* his authority by his condefeendons, took no means 
to protect. his perfbn. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be contented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refolved 
to ftruggle ho longer for greater privileges of royalty. Seven days 
paiTed after the interview. On the evening of the feventh, he 
fignifie'd his intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow- 
.ing morning, but laid adde his dedgn on the receipt of a medage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had fixed on the 
next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive prince he had 
• brought from Dekkan, and to receive his audience of difmiflion 
to his government. ' It has been laid, the brothers had information 
that Ferokhfere’s wifh to hunt was only a pretence to favour his 
* * efcape 
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eicape irom their hands, and that he had refolved to fly to Ma- 
haraja Jey Singj but this does not appear probable, as he had 
fliflered ib many days to elaple without attempting* to quit the 
palace, which he could have more eaflly efleAed in diiguile, and 
unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefty. 

On the morning of the fixteenth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, ibme confldential de- 
pendants and guards, came to the citadel, and were allowed as 
bdfore to difluils the royal garrifon, and fqpply their pofts with their 
own. The ameer al amra then difpatched his troops to occupy the 
avenues to the palace, and about three in the afternoon came in 
great pomp through the city, carrying in his train, upon an ele- 
phant in a covered *ambarep, the pretended captive prince; but 
he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the pavilion of 
Shaifteh Khan, fome diftance from it; where he remained. The 
vizier and Ajeet Sing’now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain concefSons and appointments for themfelves and 
friends. Koottub al MooUt in angty teums let ibrth, that in return 
for the forvices performed by himfelf and his brother, they had 
met with only ill-founded jealoudfes, and treacherous attempts upon 
their lives ; of which the royal orders to Daood Khan and others 
to opppfe them were clear proofr ; that th^y could not any longer 
fubmit to his authority, unlefs they had focurity for their perfdnal 
iafety, by all the ofikes of the palace being committed to the hands 
of their own friends, upon which flbey mufl: inlift. Ferdkhfere, 
notwithftanding he faw himfelfentirely in the power of his enemies,, 
dclired they would wait till tKe approaching fbfttval, when their 
requefts ftiould be complied with ; which the vizier refufed, and 
Rukkun ad Dowlah attempting to pacify his anger, was ordered in * 
opprobrious terms to quit the citadel. This he did in the greateft 
confoflon, and was conveyed to his own hotiie in the palanquin of 

Imtekuz 


* A canopied feat. 
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Imteauz own, through fear of being moleft- 

ed by the' troc^ t^'tfdkyere now retreated ^ die apartments 
o^ the''tptom<n, he hqped would hot be violated by the 

rebf^. |N%ht was advanc^ suid day, like the fallen flar of the 
eniperori^ ihnk in 'darknefs. Ttie gatel of the tltadd were clofed 
upon his fiiends. The. visier and Ajeet Sinig renumed -within. 
This night was dreadful the inhabltahts^ of the Hty.* No one 
knew what was palCiig in jkkce/ and- the troops* of the sn^eer 

al amra, with t^ dfoufand Mhtuhttas, tenkined'hnd^ir arms. ,Eady 
in die m^ing, a runiOQS took .place ‘that {he vizier liad been 
killed by ^eet Sing, ^who had refolved to pibCed:' die emperor, 
his fbn in lawj upon whkh feveral noblemed prepared to tiCe 
againfl the atheer a| anit|iu^ l^diis time a quantl had happened 
between ibme foldlw a‘|i4tt^ dfMbkuattas, 

and while thetinidiaf Mahtimmt^ Amri^lChan, 

who'was c^dtog Wl^me km^iA kmra, appeadng, wait miftaken . 
by the Sla an enein;|^» ./Miili tock them With a panic, 

and tht^ to By' dot Of the city* ^e populace at> 

tacked. mem, 9&d killed .d$0en v^di ehr^ chiefs 

of note. So gtelt was their thkt'^nhnlbiMiB' quitt^ their 

hoife8,>.and fought didter in ho oWykh ote th^ Were plundered. 
Mahummud Ameed' tepaimd m 'the-'amotf al amra, and ex-* 
culpated himielfflbmpattdfg'lil»4^^ Ohazeead^Wn'Khkiv , 
SsUaist Khan, his fhns, ahd‘'bther noblOk, 'had now tfradm out dieir 
dependants againft *lhe lebels m otip quarter cf‘'the city, and ui 
, another, MunooWdr ]uthe<r''hkd^eoil|^Od five 'thon&d men fbr 
the fk^ {Mirpc^; d^iiickttii dd l)oWliifl|hff{^^ot^ amras Were alfo 
rcat^ in'anodief part. ’'^Tlfii' Iticrtds of the ameer 

al dmmj, Wanm at diO nihknir cd'lbis hrother’s death, and me 
ffight of the WOlte in a wavering Hate, and ready to 

makeCtheir'e&^^ \vliq|ll^ircodmge*was revived by intelligence of 
the Vas foon ^read abtoad, and* the emperor's 

,Voi* ^ X ' ^ fervants 
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iervants were dilperfed with iUttle bloodihed or reliftance. It was 
now confirmed that Ferokhiero had been taken prifoner ; and the 
■ nobut annoonced to the jlieople from the walls of the cit^el, the 
acceffion of Rnfreh al Dkjairt to the throne^ which appeafed the 
tumult, and order was in great meafure reftored. Many houfea 
however were plundered# and the royal frables burned, during the 
difrurbance. 

f 

, ' It is faid, that Koottub al Mmlk repeatedly requefted Ferokh- 
fere to quit the priyate apartm^ts, and defigned to leave him in 
ppdeifion of the throne, if he would confent to certain refrruShons; 
but the emperor would not trufr his perfbn from the haram. 
While arguments were canying oh between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without 4he city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv- 
ed information from his brother, that no time was to be loil, as 
them was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people. Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome Afghauns 
to frtree the doors, under the conduA of hi^ brother Nudjum ad 
Dien, who having ededed though bravely refifred by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, and Tur]^ women-atten^ts, entered the 
ladies' apartments. Afrer lluch fearch, he found the -emperor, 
furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other princefles, 
who ‘entreated for his frfety; but, at fiich a time, 4n vain. He 
was forced from among them in the mofr injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of 
the palace. Rufreh al Diijaut, the fbn of Rufreh al Kudder, 
youngeft fon of Shaw Aulths, was then taken from among the 
confined princes, and feated on the throne, witk the tide of '*Abou 
Berkaut Shumfe* ad Dien Mahummud. His acceffion was anr 

• nouuced 


* Band of Mupc, 

^ Son of divine fsvoor, Sun of the rdigioa of Mahummud. 
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nounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon> and in a 
few hour* order and qUiet were reftored to the cafdtal. Excliufing 
the reign of Tehaun^ Shaw* which by fi>me is added to that of 
Ferokl^re* ne fat -on the throne of Hindooftan fix years, fimr 
months, imd a fetr days, accoeding to lunar computation. 


X« 
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ABOU BERRAtrr RUFFEH AL DIRJAUT. 



J/PON the acceilion of the new emperor, who was yet in his 
minoriQr, it was agreed, that Hoottub*al Moolk Oiould refide in 
the palace ; which he hSed with h& own dependants and relations, 
removing even vthe eunuchs and other domefticks for thole of his 
own choice. At the firft public divan a fir^un was illhed, at 
the requeft of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul 
the ca;^tad{m tax on unbelievers, and orders were lent to the dif- 
^irovinces confirming the governors and officers in poUeffion 
of their polls. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under ftiidt confine- 
ment, his fi>rtune confilcated, and proclamation 'made for the dif- 
covery of his effc<3», as it was fuppofed he had.fecreted great 
fums and valuable jewels given hiih by'Perokhfcre among his 
fiiends. Severe tortisres were •all^ inflifUtd upon, his peiipn, to 
compel a difdofure of his wealth. The jaghires and property of 
all the dependants of the late emperor weite'fiii 2 ed, ex:cdptihg thole 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing;, at Whole requeft 
^ey were fpared, and Ihc was allowed to return to her father. 
The * walla lhawee munlubdars and cavAliy,' many of whom had 
lerved long without pay in hope of obtainifig^ jaghires, and thole 
who had an allowance but were greatly in arrears, were dilbanded 
Without receiving any part $ and orders ifiucd, that iiich of them 
as chofc it, might enter the Icrvice of the ameer al amraj^ at fifty 
rupees per month lor each horleman. Mshummud Ameen Khan 
' . was 

* A corps railed before Fcrokhlim's acedfion to the empiit^ by that prince* 
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was appointed fecond, and Muzzuffir Khan*third bukhihi. Though 
Nizam al Moolk> regarding* the imcertain^ of the times, wiihed 
’ to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the ibubahdary of Malwa. 
SirbuHund' K%d, who htd inarched towards Cabu), but had halted 
about thirty ' miles &om Dhely to watch the turn of events, was 
recalled to court, and received a frelh inveftiture in his govern- 
ment j after which he proceeded. Mahummud Reza was made 
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an old nobleman of .Auliimgeer’s 
reign, appointed *luddur al fuddoor j but all the aftairs of revenue 
and juftice were in fa^ only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund. 
No alteration was made in the apangements of the provinces, 1^ 

. it -ftiould occafion dilcontent and conftifton* of which little had yet 
occurred at any diftance ftom the capital. 

The death of Ferokhfere is related Hi two difterent* modes, 

bodi of which ihall be giveris leaving the truth or ftdldtood* on their 

authors. ' ^ 

* • 

It has been conftdendy laid by many credible perftms,, that the 
brothers, without inflidting any peribnal injury, committed him to ' 
the care of an Aighaun ^officer in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh- 
fere one* night left his ch^ber,. while his keeper was aflcep, in- 
tending to let himfelf down ftom the battlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and veftband j hut was foqn difcovered by the wary 
A^haun, who forced hjm *with blows from.* the terrace i which 
difgrace.fo aftedled the unhapj^'prince, that he beat his head with 
fuch force againft t^je walls of his prifon ta to ftsUfture his ikull, 
and he died immedktely. 

. Mahummud Album relates the following account, which is 
given in own.words. 

. . ' « The 

* An office fomewbat litnilar to chief juRice. Tfase intendancy of charity lands, 
and penfions to the Jieatned and rdi^ous, woe alfo under its controid. 
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** The wretched emperor was confined nearly two months in 
** a dark chamber, enduring various* calamities. A hot iron was 
drawn over his. ejnw, but it did not wholly deftly his fight. 
** Still anxious for liberty, he fent repeated melfiges to the fyeds, 
** mercy and ^eftoration to his throne ; offering to adb in 

** all affairs agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered 
** his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greateft 
rewards if he .would condud him* to Maharaja Jey Sing ; of 
** vyhich the Afghaun informing hfi employers, they became fear- 
fol of his efcape, and refolved upon hif death. Poifon was 
** twice mingled in his viduals tyithout*>effed ; but being adminif- 
** tered a third time, he was llirdwn into violent agonies, and 
** continued fong in torttxre. During his pangs he invoked curies 
on his murderers,, and -called on God, whofe name had witneffed 
** the treaty he had made wth them, to avenge his caufe by in- 
** fiant punilhment. The broth<ui6, upon this, ordered his death 
** to be haffened with the boW-lbin^, but it was with difficulty the 
** executioners cohld place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
** his hands, and th^ were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo 
' ** that he was put to great pain before he expired. It wJis re- 
** ported, that he was sJfb numgled with iiffires j but the author 
** has heard this contradicted by the executioners themfelves^ who 
“ rotated the above particulars to him with tears of compuntdion. 
** The. evening of the day followingr die body was c^ried for inr 
** terment to the tomb Ifoomaioen. Thd populace attended 
** the proceflion In crowds, cuffing^ the f^eds, and lamenting 
** Ferokhfere, who was much belov^ by/.the.ptteancr fort for his 
** great charities towards diem. They iafulted the officers who 
** conducted the fiincral by abufive pelting them with (tones 
** and filth; nor would any one receive from them the alms 
** offered as ufual on fuch occafions. On *the third daj|!^ after tho 
burial, all the poor of the city reptdred to the terrace on which 

* ‘ *♦ the 

* Father of the emperor Akber. 
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** the coipTe had been waihed, to renew their mournings; and 
having ttthicribe<li to procure *molowees and buy '*viduals, con- 
** tinned lam&ting* and praying all night till the dawn of mom- 
** ing/' Thus far lays Mahummud Adium. But furely the divine 
vengeance was Ihewn in the misfortunes and death of Ferokh- 
^ fere> for he had indited thofe cruelties on others which he now 
tailed of himfelf. As fbr the lyeds they Ihortlyldfo, received re- 
tribution for their adions. • 

* > ^ ^ 
The brothers, now po0eded ablolute author!^ and tlie irn- 

perial treafures* a£ted as they :^ought proper. They divided 

money, jewels, elephadts, horfes, and rich plate between them; 

and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addided to women, feized 

feveral ladies of the royal haram his own ufe* 'The new 

emperor was but a chUd, and no more than a pageant > but he 

did not long furvive his exaltation, dymg oi a oonfumption, aftpr 

a nominal reign of four months and a £:w da^ > being fucceeded 

by his younger brotlwr Rudeh ad Dowlah.^ 


RUFFEH 


• Profeflbn oC ^riiuty, or tcachen* •* 

^ At the hueah. Or thi(d day after die iotenoent of a oorpfti the idadons 
and ftiends the decesfbd meet to pray for the rqjiQfe of the foul, when 
vifhials art diftiibuted to dl comen and the poor. This ceremmy is^alTo 
renewed evety annWedby of the death. 
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Immediately on the acccffion of*^ Ruffeh ad»Dowlah, a re- 
bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of this citadel, willing 
to 'take advantage of the troubles of the flate, fupported by his 
garrilbn and ibme mun/l^bdars of die province, proclaimed as em- 
peror fultan Nekoofeer, fon of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer, 
hoping that he fliould fpcedily be joined by Maharaja Jcy Sing, 
an^ other nobles, inimical to the* fyeds. The brothm, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with Ruifeh ad 
Dowlah from Dhely widioat delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important aiHlhuice. He held out the 
citadel for fome days, in hopes of fuccour ; but, finding ^t a 
plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him dp to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place waff given up to the m in if- 
ters, who puniihed a ftw of the officers with death, anjl remanded 
Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Rufifeh ad Dowlah 
was taken ill, and l->eing pail: hopes of .recovery, Nudjum Ali 
Khan was diipatched to Dhely to bring down one of the confined 
princes to fucceed him. He fixed upon flooihun Akhter, the fon 
of Jehann ShaW, fon of Shaw Aulum, cldeft furviving fon of Au- 
rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fince the 
death of his father and 'acceffion of Jehaundaf Shaw. Rufileh 

• ‘ ad 


* the Rate* 
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ad Dowlah died before his arrival, after a reign of only three 
months. • This event was kept fecret for fome days in the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the arrival of ‘ Roofhun Akhter j when 
the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where 
it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and predeceflbr Abou Berkaut. 


• Of brilliant ftar. 
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RdOSHUN Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the 
A. D. 1720, eleventh of Zeekaud; and on the ^fifteenth of the fame month, 

• about eight in the morning, being the feieited fortunate hour, 
added fplendour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aufpicious 
acceflion. He took the title of ‘Abou Futteh Naffir ad Dien 
Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year. 

■ Navob Koodfia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being 
a woman of great judgment and good fenfe, did not negled a 
regard to the circumftances of the times, but devoted, her attention 
to acquire tl)e confidence of the brothers in, all alFairs. The de- 
pendants of her late hufoand Jehaun Shawf would have gone to 
meet her, but (he forbad them, and commanded that no one 
Ihould approach the door of her apartments to pr’efent offerings, 
being refolved to remove every caufe of jdaloufy from the fyeds. 
^ Fiticen thoufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes 
©f her houfehold. Tlie emperor was furrounded by the depend- 
ants of the vizier and ameer al amra, without whofe aflent he did 
not even move froni the camp to take the air } and by the inftruc- 
tion of his mother, he ftudied wholly the pleafure of his minifters, 
who conduced, the aftairs of the empire with abfolute fway. 

As the brothers were not fatisfied with the condudl: of Jub- 
beleh Ram Natrgir, governor of Aleabad, who had fliewn them 

difrefpedl, 

* Father of viitoiy, champion of «^religion. 

^ About fifteen liundred pounds ftcrling. 
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difrefpedt, the ameer al aihra prepared to march to that quarter, but 
fuddenly received intelligence of his deatli, upon which he impru- 
dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not 
been feen by the people on the point of a fpear. This fpeech 
coming to the ears of Gheerdhit, nephew to the dcceafed, he re- 
folved not to fubmit to the authority of the fyeds, collected troops, 
and alTumed independance in his province. Upon this, the ameer 
al amra moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be tlirownover the Jumna, and, giving out that he /liquid 
foon follow with the emperor, detached fome troops agaiii/l the 
rebel. About* this time Meer Jumlah was appointed fuddur al 
fuddoor; but the povVers of this office, as of every other, were 
controuled by Ruttun Chund ; infomuch that he even conftituted 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It is faid, 
that one day, taking fome perfons to be introduced as cauzees to 
Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, laughing, obferved, that he ap- 
pointed muflulmaun divines, though a Hindoo upon which one 
of his companions wittily remarked, that the raja, having hap- 
pily fettled his temporal concerns, had turned his attention to 
Ipiritual affairs’. 

■ 

Gheerdhir, ‘alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al 
amra, fent petitions to tourt, offering to evacuate the fort of Ale- 
abad, if the’ minifters would fend Raja Ruttun Chund to affure 
him of their friend/hip, and appoint him to arfother government. 
His requeft was complied with, and the foubahdary of Oude was 
conferred upon him, widi promotion to a higher rank. This in- 
dulgence was confidered as a proof of. weaknefs in the minifters 
by the provincial governors, who now began to relax in their obe- 
’dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif- 
fered concerning* the divifion of plunder in the citadel of Agra, 
which occafioned miftruft and jealoufy among their (jependants. 


Y 2 • 


Nizam 
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Nizam al Moolk, who had beea appointed ibubahdar of Malwa» 
had by hus vigour and abilities reftored that province to a flourifliing 
lituationj but the reputation he acquired rendered him an objeft 
of jealoufy to the brothers, who wiihed to remove him to another 
quarter, lefs favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan,- 
where he had great influence with the Mharattas. ' They offered 
him the choice of four other foubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amra wifhed to refide in, Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the affairs of his government of Dekkan but 
Nizam al Moolk, not wifhing to quit his poft, excufed himfelf, 
and prepared to refifl the demand ,by adding to his force. It is 
faid alfb, that he had the boldnefs to conclude a letter to the vizier 
with this verfe ; ** I am not ungrateful, I can fwear with truth ; 

I am not like you, I can fwear with truth.^' Upon reading this> 
the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently .treated him with infult, and fpoke of his 
employer in opprpbrious language. 

Nizam al Moolk, upon information of the behaviour of the iyeds, 
refolved to throw off his obedience to thei^ authority, and feek an 
independant power in Dekkan. To tliis he looked with greater 
hopes of fuccefs, as Mahummud Aineen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles, at court, had affured him they were weary of the pride and 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin 
them, which woGld cafily be effected if they could be feparated, 
and mofl probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
amra to that quarter. They fent him allb a private note from 
the emperor, exprefling bis encouragement of any plan to extricate 
him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al amra, and appoint- 
ing him to the nizamut of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
his march from Malwa, and intelligence of it foon reached the 
A.D. 1720. brothers, w'ho,difpatchcd Dillawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 

of 
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of the fuccefs of Abd al Summud Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, 
againft the rebellious Afghauns, who had railed a dangerous infur-, 
reftioh in that province. 

Nizam al Moolk, having eroded the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of * Afere to put him in pofleflion of that very im- 
portant Ibrtrels, for a large fum of money ; and he was equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citadel of Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
Me was alfo joined by his relation Eiwuz Khan, foubahdar of Bferar, 
a general of reputation, and his whole army. Runna, a Mh’a- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sahoo, entered his fervice with two 
thouland horfe, and Aany zemindars docked to his ftandard i as • 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At tliis time the 
mother of Syef ad Di|pi Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, font 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept them; but 
treated her medenger refpedtfully, and gave - her an efcort of two 
hundred horfe to condudt her to the army of Dillawer Ali Khan ; 
which action procured him great credit. The ameer al amra,. 
receiving advice of his .rapid progrefs, prepared to march in perfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifod 
peace, and that he Ihould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him, 
as a favour from the efnperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tumult having happened in Kalhmeer, between the 
muflulmauns and Hindoos, owing to fome religious difputes, in 
which the greateft cruelties were committed on both fides. 

This difagreesfble intelligence was quickly followed by fome, 
ftill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death of 
• Dillawer Ali Khan, with little lofs to Nizam al Moolk, who was 
inarching rapidfy towards Aurungabad. Koottub al Moolk and 

* the 

• Once the capital of the kingdom of KhandcHie, reduced by Akbcr. It is 
now in pollefllon of Sindia, a Mharatta chief. 
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the ameer al amra now became irrefolute, and diftra<Sled in their 
councils ; one time giving out that they would both march- with the 
emperor to Dekkan j at another, refolving to offer terms j and tlien 
again determined on war. The ameer al amra would have taken off 
Mahummud Amecn Khan, whom he fufpedled of treachery, but 
this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday 
the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful eartli- 
quake. It continued at intervals |br many days, during which 
num'erous buildings were thrown down, and many people killed. 
ItVas 'accompanied with a rumbling noife in the earth, that filled 
the hearts of men with fear, and tlje fuperftitious .regarded it as 
• the forerunner of downfall to 'the minillcre, who alfo were not 
unaffedted with this belief. 


. 4 || 

In the month of Zeckaud it was refolved, that the emperor, 
with Koottub a\ Moolk, ihould march to Dhely, and the ameer 
al amra to Dekkan s but this plan was delayed, owing to the 
jcaloufies which tlie latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu- 
..larly Mahummud Ameen Khan ; who, fulpedling treachery, had 
fortified himfelf in his quarters ; but this ^obffacle \vas at length 
overcome, and a new treaty of friendihip concludSd. 

m 

The fugitives, to the amount of fome thoufands, who had 
efcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer Ah Khan, joined 
themfelves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march- 
ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufan’d horfe 
to oppofe Niza' A al Moolk. Twelve thouland of this force were 
Mharattas, w'hom he detached to harafs the efiemy’s army, by lay- 
ing wafte the countiy, and cutting off his fupplies. Nizam al 
Moolk, having fent his heavy baggage and women to Afere, be-.' 
gan his march from Booralianpore, croffed the Pdorna with great 
expedition, and pitched his camp at Ballapore, W'here he refolved 
to wait and give battle. He was now equally fuccefsful as before j 

' Aulum 
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Aulum Ali Khan was defeated and flain, and his death left the 
nizam wifhout a rival in Dekkan. 

The grief and difbrder which the intelligence of this misfortune 
occafioned to the brothers, is not to be expreffed, efpecially the 
ameer al amra, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan j but he 
was relieved fliortly from his fears for their fafety. The governor 
of Dowlutabad, though he had fuffered great injuries from lym, 
had the generofity to admit them into the fortrefs, where he ftiewe^ 
them attention and refpeit. News arrived that Mubariz Khan, 
governor of ffyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with ieven 
thoufand horfe. 

After much delibdfation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
fliould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan j accordingly the former, having taken leave, 
proceeded towards the capital, and the imperial army purfued the 
route to Dekkan. 

• » 

The ufurpation^ of the lyeds had long been regarded with dif- 
guft by the* nobility, who in general wiflied their deftrudtion. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkifh language 
with the emppror, had gained his aflent to the plans of Nizam al 
Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the affaflination of 
the ameer al amra. He communicated his intentions to ■* Saaudut A. D. i;2c, 
Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. It was agreed 
to caft lots who Ihould flrike the blow, and the chance fell upon 
the latter. On the' fourth or fifth day’s, march from Agra, juft 
as the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
pretending illnefs, ^took a fudden leave, and communicated the plot 
to Hyder Koolli Khan, commander of the royal artillery, who 

agreed 

» Afterwards navoh of Oude, and great grandfather to the prefent vizier, ■ 

Afoph ad Dowlah. 
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agreed to fupport him with all his force. He had before gained 
over feveral other chiefs to affift in defending the empctor and his 
friends, fliould the followers of the ameer al anoira Afe to revenge 
his alTallination. 

The’ ameer al amra, having condudted the emperor to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to his own quarter in a 
pajanquin. He had reached the gate of the 'kullaul bar, when 
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and crying aloud for 
. juftice on Mahummud Ameen Khan. .The attendants would have 
driven him away, but the ameer al amra commanded them to let 
him approach, which he did, and prefented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
plunged it into his fide. The ameer al amra ftruck the ailafim a 
violent blow with his foot, at the fame inftant crying out, ** Put 
the emperor to death.” The fliock of his motion overfet the 
palanquin, and 4je fell dead on the ground. A hundred fwords 
were drawn in an inftant, and the daring aflafTm was cut in pieces j 
but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready, by Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, now approaching, diiperfed the attendants, and, 
cutting off the head of the ameer al amra, carried it to the emperor, 

Gh 3 rrut Khan, nephew to the dcceafed, refolvpd to revenge 
his death j and collediing what troops he could in the confufion, 
marched towards the emperor's encampment; but Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, Saaudut Khan, and other -nobles, had placed Ma- 
hummiid Shaw upon an elephant at the head of their forces, and 
drawn out the royal artillery. A fmart ikirmilh however enfued, 
in which Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer 
al amra fell into confufion, and were foon d^lperfed. His tents 
were given up to the plunder of the camp followers, who in an 
* inftant 


•An cnclofurc of 'network round the royal tents. 
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inftant levelled thjsm with the ground, fet them on and feized 
upon the riches they contained. 

• 

After this vi^ory, Hyder Koolli Khan fent oilers of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohyikkum Sing, dewan to the ameer al amra, 
which accepted, lluttun Chui\d had the fame from Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan; but fearful for his life, he wrote a- note to 
inform Koottub aj Moolk of what had happened, and then trying 
to make his efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated Mm 
for his pride and cruelty. After being fcverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several other dependants alfo fufiered, and many joined the em- 
peror’s party • on affurances of protedtion. ’ Mahummud Ameen 
* Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of * Eatimaud ad 
Dowlah; and Khan DoWraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
•* Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad- 
vanced to honours and high ftations; and all ^ who had afilfted in 
the defence of the emperor were rewarded ly*the royal favour. 
Eatimaud ad Dowlah ftnt off tlie bodies of the ameer al amra, 
Ghyrut Khan^ and o^ers, his relations ilain in the fkirmilh, in* 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere.in the tomb of their 
anceftors. HoW forcible do the words of. the poet appear, when 
■ we refledl upon the. above events ! ** This world, my fbn, is not 
* « eternal, therefore expedt not cooftancy from its fmiles ; <;vcn the 
« power of Solomon p^cd away. Happy is he who leaves behind 
him' the reputation of. juftice and merpy.” Thefe qualities. were 
fully polfefled by the Hmecr al amra. His condudt to Ferokhfere 
and his favourites* was from the neceflity of felf- prefer vation ; and 
who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofe 
*. who feek to deftroy them? We have never heard of any ftatel- 
man v/illingly fefigning them, even among the chofen pf God and 
VoL. II. 2i the 
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the prophets.^ How could fuch eminent perfoiutges as Koottub at 
Moolk and the ameer al ainra» Tubmit their lives and luMiours to 
Ferokhfere, after the important fervices they had yielded him* ta 
raife the confeqiience of fuch wretched favourites as Meer Jumlah 
and Rukkttn ad Dowlah, who vverb inftmous/or their vices ? 

^ • 

Koottub al Moolk was arrived within forty cofs of Dhcly when 
a camel courier brought him intelligence of his brother’s alTaffin- 
atiop, in a confufcd note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
dfowned in ibrrow* and life to him now appeared irkfbme. Seeing* 
however, no remedy but patience; he- reiblved to proceed to Dhely 
without delay. Sbme.t^ his friends advifed- him to march imme- 
diately againft the emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and 
not joined by the troops of the ameer al amra ; but he refuied this 
counfel, tlnnking it hazardous to oppofe Mahummud Shaw, unlefr 
fupported by a rival from the defcendants of Timur. He* thought 
it mod prudent to return to the capital, fet another prince on the 
throne, ftrcngtherf his intereft by making friends amcwig the old 
nobles refident in the city, and cpUeilirig more troops. He accord- 
‘ angly proceeded by forced marches, but in fuch dh'order, that the 
villagers and bandjitti plundered his baggage, and fuch -pcrlbns as 
could not keep up with his main. body. One. day, the officer who 
guarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces with his efcort, and 
a confiderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village, 
only three miles from his army. The formers turned, out the 
managers of the fyeds’ jaghires, and poffefled themfelves of their 
rents and effeds. Koottub al Moolk had lent an exprefs to his 
brother Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, governor ^ Dhely, . com- 
manding him tp place one of the confined princes on the tl^one, 
and endeavouf to preferve quiet in the city by contradidling the 
report of the afialfination, and to levy troops. Nddjum ad Dien,. 
u^n receipt of the order, gave put that Eatm^iud ad Dowlah was 
killed, and font a force to furround his houfo, and keep his family 
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prifoncTSj but they found it well guarded* by truf^ dependants* 
who would not fubmit to injury. Notwithftanding his affliction* 

Nudjum ad Dlten made the ufual procefflon on the * eed of facrihce* 
and upon his return from it* fent to offer the throne to the fons of 
Jehaundar Shaw* but neither would .accept it* He did the fame to 
fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it ; when the offer was embraced 
by fultan Ibrahim* ion of Ru£eh al Kudder* and gfandfon of Shaw 
Auluin. 

• - * 

« 

. On the eleventh of Zeehudje* fultan Ibrahim afeended ihe A. D. 1720. 
l^rone with the ufual ceitmqnies. He was vilited on the fecond 
day after by Koottub «1 Moolk* who prevailed on the nobili^ at 
the capital to accept offices under him* and advanced them large 
fums ^ money to levy troops. He entertained every perfon who 
could bring a horfe and arms* at '’eighty rupees per month, with* 
out diflin(^on of good or bad* which however occaiioned much 
di^uff to his veterans a^ thofe who were well mounted. In a few 
days he had a promifeuous army of eighty thoufand horfe* but the 
greater part ill provided ; and it is faid* he advanced .more than a 
' corore of rupees on this occaiion. Afeny of the nobles of Ferokh-.* 
fere’s reign were employed, and among them Rukkun ad Dowlah. 

They received his money* and defer ted him almoll immediately. 

On the feventeenth of the month Koottub al Mpolk accopapanied 
ful^n Ibrahim* in as great pomp as the fhortnefs of preparation 
would'allow* from Dhely* and pitched his camp near the * Eedgaeh 
not from the city. Here he was joined by Gholaum Ali Khan 
and two other chiefs* who had cfcaped from the emperor’s camp. 

As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 

Z 2 capital 

. • , * 
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* A feftival in commemoration of Abraham’s offering his fon. 

‘ Abom ten, pounds Aerlmg. • 

* A million flerling. * ' 
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capital by the way of iRaajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made hid 
third day’s halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dien ; but ha^eing intel- 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route*, he mpved to Feridabad. 
He was joined daily by numerous bands of lyeds from Barreh, feveral 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alfo by many dependants 
of his deceafed brother, who deferred Mahummud Shaw after hav- 
ing received fums of money in advance and other ^vours. Choor- 
amun, Yaja of the Jaats, came to pffer his fervices, and *prefentcd 
thre^e elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from 
A. D. 1721. tht imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahummud Shaw 
marched from Shawpore, where l^e had waited fcveral days in 
hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja Jey 
Sing, but they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four 
thoufand horfe ; and Mahummud Khan Bunguih,- with other Rohtlla 
chiefs and their dejlbndants, joined the royal army. 

On the ninth an 4 tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not comB to adion, though feveral ikirmilhes happened 
between detached parties, and Chboramun attempted, but in vain, 
*to capture the royal magazine and die bullocks of the artillery then 
grazing near the camp. Hyder Koolli Khan, * meer atulh, com- 
manded Mahummud Shaw’s advanced line, Saaudut Khan and 
Mahummud Khan Bungulh the right, and Sumfam ad Dowlah the 
left wing. Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poll with die emperor in the 
center. Meer Jumlah was entrulled with the baggage of the army, 
and AlTud Ali Khan proteded the haram. The artillery was lla- 
tioned in the front of the array, and behind it the war elephants 
in ftrong armour, with mady chains to wield with.their trunks. 


"l^ttub al Moolk, having marched from Houflunpore, pitched 

his camp within three cols of the imperial army; and on the 

twelfth formed his order of battle,, but in much conftilion, owing 
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to the irregular dlQxjfitions of the lyeds of Barreh, all eager for pre- 
eminenee. At length Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan took the com- 
mand of the advanced* line, Koottub al MoOlk with fultan Ibrahim 
took poft in the center, but there was no regular commanders of 
the wings_. ' The night of the thirteenth was palled under arms j 
and in the morning, Mahummud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Ruttun Chund to be llruck off and thrown under his ele- 
phant, -as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade 
was kept up the whole day, when towards evening- the ad\^nced 
line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialifts took pofl«j|ion 
of their groand, but did^iot^ pvrfh this advantage farther. Koottub 
al Moolk at funlet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repole. 
-Both armies remained under arms, and the imperial artillery con- 
tinued firing all night ; which lb incommoded the enemy, that 
many chiefs with their followers fled* and in the morning not more 
than leventeen out of an hundred thoufand horle remained with 
Koottub al Moolk* He hpwever was yet undaunted, and at day- 
light charged the imperialifts. A bloody and long conflidt enfued, 
in which the fortune of Mahummud Shaw prevailed. Koottub al 
Moolk, deftrted by, all but a few perlon'al attendants, difmounted 
from .his. elephant and Ibught bravely on foot; when he was taken 
priibner with* his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em- 
peror. The vidlory was now complete, and the baggage of the 
vanquillied felf into the hands of ^he conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim, 
who had fled from the fleld, was ^en, and remanded to confine- 
ment. The news of the vidtory reached Dhely in the evening of 
the fourteenth, and occalioned joy or grief, according to the hopes 
and fears of different intereffs. The wellwilhers of the empei'or 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed witli 
forrow. Of the latter, feveral efcaped with their effedls, and 
others were ihrown into prifon by the cutwal of the city. His 
women, coyetmg foeir afflidtions with the veil of patience, would 
not let their feet without the citadel of modeftyj but Abdoolla 
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Khan Kaufee» who had been Idt to prote^ thenw expended the 
hand of rapine upon their efforts, and ded with a great-booty to 
hi$ own country* rendering his name odious and accnrfed to pof- 
terity. Gholaum Ali Khan* nephew to Koottub al Moolk* and 
his ^opted fon* Nujjabut Ali l^an, put on difguiie§» hoping to 
efcape, but they were flopped, and taken prifoners on the road. 

Mahummud Shaw* after this deciiive and important vi<3;ory* 
rewarded the fervices of his nobility and army according to their 
merits* and prepared to march to Dhely. On the nineteenth he 
encamped near the tomb of the holy^ * Nizam ad Di»n* where he 
paid his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the attendants and 
pilgrims.. Here he waited two days 'for the fortunate inftant to 
make his entry into the capital. Hyder KooUi Khan was pro- 
moted to the rank* of feven thoufand, and entrufted with the care 
of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with the ** maeh 
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fecond the 
emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant moft 
fumjptuoufly caparifbned, and’attended by feveral others in houfings 
of embroidery and cloth of gold. Seveml levelling' thrones and 
dtlier carriages, richly ornamented with precious ffones, gold, and 
enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of 'the 
houfehold and thofe of the nojjility were all newly clothed, and 
encreafed.tlic fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
horfes, in furniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were led in 
the proceflion, wliich was fplendid beyond all delCTiption. Money 
was fcattered in profufion to the populace, whole acclamations at 
the reftoration of the imperial authority reached th^ heavens. The 
oiiperor arrived in the palace about eight o'clock, where, his 
motlicr, Koodiia Begum*, and the other princefTes firfl made their 

* * offerings, 

• A celebrated lainl* 

*> Ceitain infignia, the principal of which is a- fUh. 
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ofierings» waving round his head golden bafons filled with jewels, 
^ gol(^ and filver coin^« which were afterwards difiributed to the 
poor. A^r** this ceremony, the nobility and people were per- 
mitted to prefent the nuzzers and gifts of congratulation. The 
empire now oUce more enjoyed perfeft peace, and the feireft prof- 
peft appeared of a long and glorious reign to Mahummud Shaw. 

On the laft day of the moadi, Abd al Summud Khan came to 
pay his refpedls at court from his government of Lahore, and was 
received with great favour ; alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Ruja 
Gheerd]^, lb.ubahdar of t)ude i *at the interceffion of the former of 
whom the religious dipitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
fatisfadtion of .^e Hindoos. An addrefs of cong^tulation, accom- 
panied by an offering, arrived firom .Nizam al Moolk, who was con- 
firmed in the government of Dekkan. A petition, with a large Aim 
of money, was received from Moorihud Koolli Khan, navob of Ben- 
gal, who was continued in that foubahdary. • Zakariah Khan was 
appointed governor of Kafhmeer. On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al 
Awul, the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting excurfion,, 
on which he received untclligcnce of the dangerous illnels of Eatil 
maud ad Dowlah. This nobleman died bn the twenty ninth, after 
having enjoyed the office' of vizier only twenty two days ; nor was 
he regretted by the people, to whom he was oppreffive. Intend- 
ing to enlarge his palace, he had difpofTefTed feyen hundfed fami- 
lies in his neighbourhood' of thejr habitatbns ; which, however, 
were reftored upon his deceafe by his fon Kunrimir ad Dien Khan. 
The immenfe wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, from the 
confifeations and* plunder of the fyeds and their dependants, was 
given up by the emperor to his heirs. This contradktls the impu- 
tation of avarice, too generally laid againfl Mahummud Shaw } for 
at this period the royal treafury was very low, the late min tilers 
having Ipoiled it of vafl fums, and even coined into money the 
golden and filver rails of the hall of audience. It was the general 
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ufage of the princes of die houie of Timur, to feize the dSieds of 
their deceafed courtiers j .apd they confidered it as generous* to leave 
a fmall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud* ad Dowlah, 
whole* wealth had in fad been plundered from dje palace by the 
lyeds, the emperor had a right to refume poffeffion.j but, in 
general, the privilege of confifcation is tyrannical, and difgraceful 
to the royal family ; a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin- 
dicate. How unjuH, that a perfon yvho had fpent his whole life, 
and ^perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his king, Ihould, on 
hi& death-bed, fee his wives and children employed in difpetiing and 
concealing his property, inllead of cqmforting and dleviating his 
cares by fympathy and forrow 1 

The death of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by the com- 
mon people, to the effed of divine judgment, for his condud to 
a celebrated devotee. This man, named Nummobd, pretended a 
million from heaven .to corred the abufes which had crept into 
the mudulmaun religion ; and his hiccefs in making votaries was fo ' 
great, that the minillers were apprehenlive of a- dangerous infur- 
I'edion. Eatimaud ad Dowlah, during his jllnefs, fent guards to 
feize his perfon; but the impollor had colleded liis dilciplcs,,and 
refolved to defend himfelf ; at the fame time denouficing the ven- 
geance of God againll .the vizier. . The guards, either alarmed by 
fuperftition, or the numbers of his f^jllowers, returned without at- 
tempting to arreft him; and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft' then 
feized with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread, 
were weak enough to fend a melTengeri with a large fum of 
money, to appeale the wrath of Nummood, and to requeft his 
prayers for the, recovery of their lord. The impoftor, on receiving 
the account of his lituation, cried aloud to his companions that he 
had ftruck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, who would not 
recover: and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num- 
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mood’s apoftlefhip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever. 
He contin&ed in high reputation during his life, but upon his death, 
his Tons quarfelling with a confidential fervant, he difclofed the 
fcheme oFthe impoftare, and the herefy in great meafurc ccafed. 

On ^ twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut Oollah Khan 
was appointed to exercife the functions of vizier, but without the 
title } the emperor wilhing to cgnferthe poft upon Nizam al Moolk, 
who was detained in Dekkan by fome commotions in that country. 

• 

The inhabitants of Ajftiere and Guzarat having fent complaints 
to court of the opprefiive condud: of the deputies of Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former, 
and MuzzuiHr Ali, Khan to the latter province. Ajeet Sing, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took poffelfion of 
the town of Ajmere. Here, having aflembled the chief officers 
of the province, he produced before them the 'imperial iirmaun, 
under the fignature’of Mahummud Shaw, confidtuting him foubah- 
dar of Guzarat and ^merc during life, which had been impru>** 
dently given him*by the emperor’s mother, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to enfure his fidelity, ffiould the lyeds have medi- 
tated the depofal of M^ihummud Shaw. He difpatched a copy of 
this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefcnting his removal as a 
breach of the royal promife, and a difgrace, to refift which he 
would hazard his life } but that if his majeily would leave him 
Ajmere, he would willingly refign Guzarat, and return to his 
duty. Upon receipt of the petition, a council was held, and 
Sumfam ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difbrdered 
. Hate of the imperial finances, adviled that Ajeet Sing (hould be 
indulged with die province of Guzarat, and Ajmere be entrufted 
to a muffiilmaun nobleman, as d was nearer the capital, and a 
place of great veneration to the faithful. The emjieror and Hyder 
VoL. JI. A. a Koolli 
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Koolli Khan were for punifliing the rebel, and Saaudut Khao was 
Tumnaoned from Agra to command an army againil hinu On his 
arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the. difagreements 
of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to be under his com** 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on but flowly.' 
In the mean time, intelligence arrived that Muzzudir All Rlian, 
ibubahdar of Ajmere, who, unaUe to proceed to the province 
with his fmall force, had halted till^he fhould be joined by Saaudut 
Khan, had been plundered by his troops,- long in arrear, was 
obliged to fly, and had returned the commiflion bf his government 
to the prefencc. Accounts were alfo received that two of Ajeet 
Sing’s fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the 
rich ci^ of * Narnoul had been ravaged by their zemindars. 

Sumiam ad Dowlah now refblved to take iiprni himfelf the 
cmrredtion of Ajeet Sing, and fent lus advanced tents to be pitched 
without the city, and Hyder Koolli Khan fwore to adifl him with 
all ius &rce ; but iliis ar^ur foon cooled, on refledtion that abfence 
from court might prove hurtful to his intereil with the emperor. 

‘ advifed M:ihummud Shaw to offer ter^ to Ajeet Sing,' ob- 
ferving, that in the prefent ftate of the army viftbiy was dpubtful, 
and even fhould the rebel be deflated, he would retire to the 
mountains, and prolong the war, which v^ould be infupportablc 
from the lownels of the royal treafury. The emperor, dilplcafed at 
this advice, offered the conlmand to Kunamir ad Dien Khan, wlw> 
would not accept it, but upon condition of Koottub al Moolk’s 
being releafed and detached with him, which was not complied 
with. Sumfam ad Dowlah, difgufled at the negl^ of his counfel, 
ftaid from ccHirt ; upon which Mahummud Shaw made fome con- 
ceffions, and put himfelf under his guidance. He pacified Ajeet 
Sing by promifes and indulgence. The regulation of affairs was 
deferred till the arrival of Nizam al Moolk, whom the emperor 

* . had 
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had invited to coort to take upon him the office of vizier. Intel- 
ligence was redbived of an infurredtion of Afghauns in * Peihawir, 
who after an ebftinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner 
Khanehzaud Khan, the fon of Sirbullund Khan, governor of the 
province. 

In the beginning of this year the emperor was married to A. H. 1135, 
Mallakkeh Zummauneh, daugjiter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials A. D. 1722. 
were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings. 

Nizam al iVloolk, havihg fettled the afiairsof government in A. 11. 1134. 
Dekkan, obeyed the Emperor's fummons to court, and was in- * 7 **' 
veiled with the robes of the vizamt. He earneilly advifed the 
emperor to dedicate his time to the adminiilration of public af- 
fairs ; but Mahummud Shaw was too much addidled to pleafure to 
hearken to it. Sum£un ad Dowlah, Kummir ad Dien Khan, and 
other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous the in- 
fluence of the new vizier, made it their buhnel? to divert die royal 
mind by diffipated* amufements ; till at length Nizam al Moolk, 
difgufled at tfie manners of the court, refigned the exercife of his ' 
oflke, under pretence of punifhing Hyder Koolli Khan, who had 
rebelled in ^zarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely. 

He left the capital after a few months Hay, much to the latisfac* A. H, 1136. 
tion of Mahummud Shaw and his fevourites, who regarded not A. D. 1723, 
the decline of the empire, while they were left to the enjoyments 
of luxury and indolence in the capital. 

This year, the foubahdary of Agra was conferred upon Maharaja 
Jey Sing j who had now the fatisfaftion of reducing the fortrefs 
of Toone, againft which he had fpent fo much time and money 
in the reign o*f Ferokhfere. Raja Gheerdhir was appointed go- 
vernor of Malwa, and fucceeded . in the foubahdary of Oude by 

A a 2 * • Saaudut 

* Dependant on the province of Cabul. 
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Saaudut Khan, now Honoured with the title of * Boorahan al 
Moolk. * . 

( 

Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder Koolli 
Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnefs, 
and retreated with his followers to Dhely, where he remained fome 
time in difgrace ; but having requeued to be font againfo Raja 
Ajcct Sing, who ftill relifted the foyzl authority, he was taken 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and dil'perfed the rebels. Nizani 
al Moolk, after fettling the affairs^of Gujarat, left his* uncle Hamid 
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 
which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing, to eftablifh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did not.remain long. Finding the emperor immerfed 
in pleafure, and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent of 
affairs, and incapable' of a grateful return to his important fervices, 
he relblved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 
A. H. 1137. could be independant. He- accordingly left the capital after a fhort 
A. D. i724.'.ftay^ under pretence of a hunting cxcurfion, and Uaftened to his 
province. The emperor, alarmed at his hidden departure, dif- 
patched a firmaun 'privately to Mubariz Khan, ■ Ibubahdat of 
Hyder^ibad, commanding him .to attack Nizam al Moolk, and 
promifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeded. Mu- 
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and flain. Nizam al Moolk, 
after the viftory, font his head to court, with part of his Tpoils, 
and a petition congratulating his majefty^ on the defeat of a rebel. 
From this period the imperial authority was only nominal in 
Dekkan, Nizam al Moolk being in fadl the fovereign, though 
oftenfibly the viceroy of Mahummud Shaw, who received no tri- 
bute but the offerings cuf tomary at feftivals and 'other particular 
occalions. The emperor removed him from die governments of 
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Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Oheerdhir again to the 
former, and Sirbullund Khan to the latter province. 

Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of the royal 
arms from chaftizing his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle Hamid 
Khan, aild the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantoojee, to raife 
commotions in Guzarat. Hamid Khan accordingly difplaced the 
imperial officers and the managers of jaghires in the province. 
This freffi revolt occafioned much confuhon at Dhely, and 
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the dillentions among his nynif- 
ters, none of* whom would accept the command of an army againfl: 
the rebels, that he vefolved to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and 
reftore him to the vizarut ; but was prevented from doing this by 
the fudden death of that noblcmanr foid to have been from poifon, 
given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal favour 
towards him. Upon, this event, -the emperor offered the province 
of Guzarat to Sirbullund Khan, who accepting it was fupplied with 
a •cororc of rupees from the royal treafuty to raife troops; and 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al 
Moolk, was Velealed .from his confinement and detached with him.* 

« • 

Sirbullund Khan for a time reftorcd the royal authority in 
Guzarat ; but though the Mharattas were unable to cope with him 
in a general engagement, they annually laid wafte the country, 
which, from their depredations, did not afford fufficient revenue 
to pay the royal army ; and Sirbullund Khan, not receiving fup- 
plics from the capital, was in the end obliged to difband part of 
his troops, and confent to pay a choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, to the Mharattas, as the price of peace. From this 
period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from Guzarat, 
which by degrees fell wholly under the power of the Mharattas. 
The ameer al • amra Sumfam ad Dowlah procured the removal of 
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SkbuUuad Khan from his government, under pretence of having 
difgraccd the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abee 
Sing, the Ton of Raja Ajeet Sing, >vas appointed to /ucceed him ; 
but, inftead of oppoiing, he entered into clofer union with the 
Mharattas. Sirbidlund Khan, who made fome oppolition to his 
fucceflbr, was prevented from coming to court, and ordered to 
retire to Agra. 

. When Nizam a 1 Moolk faw the depraved policy of the court, 
the.weaknefs of minifters, and their ill treatment of Sirbullund 
Khan, his wifhes to excite the Mharattas to fubdue -the provinces 
of Hindooftan encreafed. He periuaded Bejeeraow, the general 
of Raja Sahoo, to attempt the reduction of Malwa and Guzarat. 
Accordingly, Bajemow and other chiefs, with a numerous army, 
having marched againll Raja Ghcerdhir and tlie deputies of Raja 
Abee Sing Rhatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying waRe many 
diftrids. Raja Ghcerdhir was not deftitute of courage. He oppofed 
Bajeeraow, b^t, oil account of the fmallnefs of his force, applied 
for aids to the court ; however, notwithftanding frequent petitions 
*60 the emperor and the ameer al amra, they had n <5 eRed j and 
he dying during the invahon, was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his 
relation, who continued gallantly to refift the enemy. He wfote 
to. court, that while he lived he wouM prevept the Mharattas from 
purfuing Jthelr conqueRs, but that if he foil, their attacks would 
penetrate the whole empire. Thefo reprefentations had no effed j 
A. IT. 1143. and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in batBe, when Mahummud Khan 
A.D. 1730* Bungufli was appointed foubahdar of Malwa } but from the repeat- 
ed incurlions of the Mliarattas, he had little pojver, and in the 
A.p. 1732. year 1 145 was foperfeded by Raja Jcy Sing Sewai. From a fimi- 
larity of religion he fopported Bajeeraow, who, at his interceffion 
with the ameer al amra, was appointed foubahdar oF Malwa, and 
tliat province became in fad uniier the dominion of the Mharattas. 
Guzarat fell to them allb iiom the negled of Abee Sing, and 

much 
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much devailation occurred in thofe countries, to the great lofs of 
the empire. The oorre£lion of fuch difordcr could only proceed 
from the haods of the v^iant and the wife ; what then could be 
done by the bafe and diflionourable i The fubtle fox . cannot over- 
come the lion, nor is a wooden fword of fervice in the field of 
battle. Sumfam ad Dowlah had laid the defence of the empire 
and chaftifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch ftrong enemies as Nizam al 
Moolk and fiajeeraow. As luch fchemes were ill-founded,^ like 
fireworks upon water, they were of no cfFedl, and every plan he 
formed, became a caufe of decline to the empire. The minifiers 
growing negle£lful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength. 
The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
and difbrder more open. At fuch a time, an emperor was wanting 
of refolution and firmnels, who might have plucked out the weeds 
of rebellion with manly oppofition by the roots, and generals, like 
Houfiein Ali Khan and Zoolfeccar Jung, who would have ‘thrown 
the. cord upon the necks of the obitinate with ths hand of valour. 

When the Mharattas had reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with- 
out oppofition fiom the court, they alpired to further conquefts 
in the imperial territories j and, making daily encroachments, by 
degrees feized upon fyveral diftridis of the foubahs of Aleabad and 
Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufti, fou- 
bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the reduction of tlie * Bone- 
dclas; of whom Raja Chutter&ul was chief, entered that country 
with an army, and took feveral places. Chutterfaul, obferving the 
weakneis of th^ imperial authority, applied for afiiftance to the 
Mharattas, promifing them large furas of money and a fiiare of his 
territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puifed up by his 
eafy conquelb?, had kept only what force he judged nccelTary to 

' fecure 

■ Inhabitants of Bundclcund, a conltdcrabk territory in the provinces of 
Aleabad and Agra'. 
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fecure tliem, and difmiffed the remainder j but as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterfaul furrounded hin> fuddenly 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of Jeytghur, where he 
was clofely blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foon 
exhaufied, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, afies, 
and even- dogs. He a/ked aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, at laft, his fon Cairn Jung refolved to relieve him, and his 
wif^ fent her * veil among the Afghauns, to excite them to- the 
dejiyerance of her hufband. The Afghauns colle(^ed, and content- 
- ing themfelves with fuch pay a& the begum of the- navob could 
afford them, marched under the command of Cairn Jung, and 
efcorted Mahummud Khan in fafety from Jeytghur to Aleabad. 
The imperial minifters, making a pretence of Mahummud Khan’s 
ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdary of Aleabad, and 
appointed in his room Sirbullund Khan, who deputed his fon 
Klianehzad Khan to command, himfelf refiding at court, though 
he feldom vifited the eihperor, being difgufted with ill ufage. . 

A. D. 1732. * In the year 114^, the emperor being on, a hunting excurfion, 
received intelligence of the Mharattas plundering in the neigh- 
bourhood of Agra ; upon which he marched towards them, but 
after a few days, the enemy retreating, he, returned to Dhely. 

In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their 
incurfions into the province of Agra, and feized feveral dirtrifts 
appropriated to the fupport of the royal houfehold, the ameer al 
amra prevailed on Mahummud Shaw to fend an aqtiy againfi them, 
under the command of his brother Muzzuffir Khan. The Mha- 
rattas, according to cuftom, would not engage him iii the field, 
but hovered round, and diftreffed him by cutting ‘off provifions. 

He 

• *T Ills v‘3s to eyprefs t) f difgracc that would attend the tribe, if the honour 
of the cliicf was not fupported by it,' 
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He marched as far as Seronje in the province of Malwa, where 
he halted. for fome months; during which the. enemy kept 
him in conftaqt alarm, by lham attacks, and deftroying his fup- 
plies. At length the order of return was iflued, for which he had 
impatiently waited; and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 1147, he a. D. 1734. 
arrived at court, and was honoured with a taflel of jewels for the 
turban. Upon his reaching DheJy, the objedl of his hopes, in 
fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers ^vc tliankfgivings for the wel&re of fuch an exal^eti 
nobleman. His friends ^uttered loud prailes of the great conduft 
fliewn in the campaign, and fet. forth his return in fafety as a 
pfodigy. In this year died prince Ali Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw'. 

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
againft the Mharattas, but returned to court without eifeding any 
thing of importance. The enemy continued tiieir plunders and 
encroachments every where, with great cruelties., 

Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niflar * 

Khan, brother to the vizier’s wife, and feized his family and trea* 
fures ;*’upon which Azim Oollah Khan was fent to chaftife him , 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and eluded his purfuer, 

•who, tired ohl, returned to Dhely, leaving his army under the 
command of Khowauzim Beg Khan. Arraroo, emboldened by 
the navob’s retreat, attacked and flew the deputy ; upon which the 
vizier applied £ot afliflance to Booralran al Moolk Saaudut Khan, 

Ibubahdar of Oud^ for the redu< 5 lion of the rebel. Boorahan al 
Moolk poflefled great generofity and valour, and in the year 1148 A.D. i7355|^‘!: 
•marched againft Arraroo in his way to Dhely. Arraroo on his 
approach refolved* to oppole him ; and having one day intelligence 
from fpies that Boorahan al Moolk. had juft alighted at his tent, 
and that he had on a green veft, and was allb eafily kliown from the 
VoL. II. B b , whitenefs 
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and length of his beard» the rebel rudied fuddenly fiom 
ambuih with his followers. Boorahan al Moolk reovounted hb 
elephant, and drew up his army a& well as the. fuddennefs of 
attack would allow. He had however changed his drefs, and 
wore a white veil } ib that Airaroo miilaking for him Aboo Ter- 
raub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe 
to bis elephant with ibme refolute followers, wounded him mortally 
with a fpear. This occafioned much diforder ; but Boorahan al 
^doolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, who was pointed out 
to him by Doorjun Sing^ a relattoa of his own, in the navob’s fer- 
vice. Doorjun Sing alfo engaged Arraroor perfonally, and after a 
iharp confli^ put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
diforder. Boorahan, having oflered up thanks to God for his vic- 
tory, returned to hb tents, and fent Arraroo’s head to the emperor. 
The ikin of the body was flayed oflF, and fent fluffed with flraw to 
the vizier. Having remained fome days to regulate the affairs of 
the province of'Korah, he left the command to hb fon in law 
Suffder Jung, and purfued hb route to court; where he was re- 
ceived with great honours. 

Soon afler thb, Eaudgar Khan, a dependant -of the ameer al 
amra, was difpatched with the funnuds of the foubahdaries of 
Guzarat and Malwa to Bajeeraow, hoping to eflfeft hb fubnuflion to 
the empire, through the medbtion Raja Jey Sing. Thb year 
died navob Roofhun ad Dowlah Zuffir Khan. 

About this time the foubahdary of the province of Patna was 
token from Fukhb ad Dowlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, the navob of Bengal, in addition to tlmt government, and of 
the province of Orifla* 


« 
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Shujah ad DowJah was a native of Boor^npore» and defcended 
from the Turkiih tribe of A&har in Khorafaoo. During Aurung* 
zebe*s campaigns in Dekkan, he married the daughter of Jaffier 
Khan, foubah^ of Bengal,. and acc^panied bis father in law to 
that province ; but, not agreeing with her in dirpofidon, he refided 
moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Orif&, of which he was govern- 
or. Shujah ad Dowlah was celebrated for his clemency; juftice, 
and all good qualities. Zebe al Nifla, begum of Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, from duty to her father ancf refentment at her hufband’s attach- 
ment to other women, remained with her fon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorfhudabad, which was found- 
ed by her father, Jaffitr Khan, and named after his original title 
of Moorfhud Koollee Khan. 

It was daring the refidence of Shujah ad Dowlah at Cut- 
tac, that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards fb funous as the ufurper of 
Bengal, entered his fervice. His mother was diftantly related to 
that nobleman. Her huiband hfirza Mahummud was an officer 
in the fervice of the prince Azim Shaw, upon whofe defeat and 
death; being greatly diftrcflcd, he was perfuaded by his wife to •* 
feek die pfotcfticn of her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad 
Dowlih received him, with his two Tons, Hajee Ahmed and Ali». 
vcrdi, with kindnefs and fevour among his dependants. Aliverdi, 

• by his great qualities and important fervices, rofe daily* in the 
efteem of his patron ; and Hajee Ahmed was alfo much diftinguUh- 
ed. By degrees they became the chief managers of all the aS^rs 
of Shujah ad Dowlah ; who, fond of pleafure, entruftgd the pro- 
vince to their dire(!Hons nor wa$ his confidenoe abufed by the 
brothers. 

As Jafiier Khan was much difpleafed at the condu^ of his 
fon in law, in his inconftancy to his wife, when he perceived him- 
fclf advancing towards his end, he wifhed to be fucceeded in the 

B b 2 govern- 
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government of the provinces by his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time * imperial dewan. For this purpoie he . 
exerted all his inflaence at the court of Dhely. Shujjih ad Dowlah, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointmg his meafures 
with the brothers $ and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
riie minifters to his views. He alfo iecretly difpatched numbers 
of his belt troops, under pretence of difmifling them his fervice, 
to Moorfhudabad, to form a par^ in his i&vour. The rainy feafon 
advancing, and marching by land being very difficult, he took care 
to ^irovkle Efficient boats for his army, that he might move on the 
inflant of occafion* • • . 

a 

Accorffingly, when advice came that Jaffier Khan could not 
furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma- 
hununud Nukkee, lus Ion by a concubine, in the direction of af- 
feirs at Cuttac. When fomewhat advanced, he received the ac- 
counts of the navob’s death, and a little ^rther on his march, the 
funnuds, appointiflg him fbubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He 
quickly arrived by forced marches at Moorfhudabad, which he en- 
‘ 'tered without opjioiition, and fearing himfelf on the fnufnud, in the 
chehal fettoon, or hall of forty pillars, conunanded the royal grants 
to be read, and the officers of ^te to acknowledge him as navob. 
His fon Alla ad Dowlah Serforauz Khan,, finding it in vain to 
flrugglcr againft the emperor’s will and his father's power, was ' 
among the firft* to congratulate him upon his acceffion, and con- 
tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
having thu^ obtained his wifhes, conduifted the affiurs of govern- 
ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his brot^ Hajee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his own dewan, now appointed rcy royan, (who 
was among the Hindoos, truly worthy of confidence and power), 
and a few others, particularly Juggutt Sect Futteh Chund, whofe 
wealth and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded millions, 

• and 

* lender the ijant of this office the company now bold Bengal, &c. 
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and was never yet equalled by any. In the’adminiftration of juftice 
he a^ed jvholly from himfclf, and tniftcd to the reprefcntations of 
no one ; but fo the utmoft of his abilities examined every cafe, and 
liftened patiently . to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice, 
without regard to rank or ftation. In the time of Jaffier Khan, 
the zemind^s and renters had been opprelTcd with fuch grievances, 
as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of 
the poet Saadi; ** Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions, 

** for men will curfe thee, witli thofe who invented them.” Shujah 
ad Dowlah upon his acceflion fummoned them before him, ^d 
demanded how they would behave, if he fliould free them from 
their troubles. They,.who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of Jaffier Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his perfon, and 
juft in their payments, according to the fettlements of Juggutt 
Seet. Shujah ad Dowlah then diftinguifhed them khelauts and 
favours according to their ranks, and difmified them vdth joyful 
hearts to their feveral diftrids. Bengal, which is called the para- 
>dife of regions, truly merited the* appellation during the adminiftra- 
tion of Shuj^di ad Dowlah; and perfons of all ranks, living in eale 
and fafety, were loud in his praifes, repoftng under the ftiade of his*' 
prolperity. . Not; long ’after his acceffion, the government of the 
province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, the deputation of 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this occaflon, 
he procured the rank of live thoufand and title of Mahabut Jung. 
The favourite acquired new credit In his mana^^ent of Bahar, 
the revenues of which had been embezzled and kept back by 
rebellious zemindars and military commanders ; ^ all of whom he 
either reduced or put to death. 

To prelcrve. die connexion of hiftory, it is proper to return 
to the affairs of the imperial court, before we enter further on 
thofe of Bengal , and the navob Mahabut Jung, which ftiall be 
feparately treated of. * . 


The 
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A.H. 1149. The Mharattas, notwithftanding the appointment of Bajeeraow 
A* D.1735. to the government of Mai\va> and other fivours ihewn them by the 
emperor* ilill continuing their invafions* and advanciog their armies 
nearer to the capital* the ameer al amra* Khan Dowraun* marched 
at length with a great army to the vicinity of Agra* and the vizier* 
Kummir ad Dien Khan* with a powerful force towards Ajmere ; 
but inftead of acting on the ofieniive* wafted their time in idle ne- 
gotiations for peace in ftanding camj>s* while the enemy plundered 
the countiy around them. 

Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut.Khan**fbubahdar of Oude* pof- 
fefted great courage and ability* and was anxious to acquire 
fame* by expelling the Mharattas and redeeming the difgrace 
of the empire. He marched from his capital* attended by 
his fon in law Sufrder Jung, to the affiftance of his friend 
the raja of Buddawer, a diftrift of the province of Agra* who 
was clofely prefled^ by the enemy in his principal fortrefe. 
He could not. However* arrive in time to relieve him. ^ow 
Mulhar* a principal chiefr after reducing the* raja to his tenns* 
••crofted the Jumna* and wafted the country withoQt mercy ‘from 
Etawa to Mootee Baug* clofc to the city of Agra. Jkt length* 
Boorahan al Moolk coming upon him by forced marches* defeated 
him with great flaughter. Three principal ofticers were taken 
prifonerSfr and Mulhar with great difticulty efcaped. The fugitives 
in their panic nflftaking the paftage of the river Jumna* which they 
had forded, were drowned in great numbers ; many were* taken 
prifoners* and few regained the oppoftte (bore. Mulhar wdth a 
few followers reached the camp of Bajeerao^w, near Gualior. 
Boorahan al Moolk iftiied orders for each of his foldiers to prepare 
four days provifions, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending , 
to purfue the enemy to their own province* and redeem the honour 
of Hindooftan, when he received orders from the ameer al amra 
to halt till he could join him with his forces, to a<ft with more 

efteA 
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effcft againft the invaders. He unwiUhigiy obeyed the mandate. 
This gave, time to Bajecraow to recover the panic of Mulhar’s de- 
feat; and he ijefolved to march towards Dhely, at that time almoft 
empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrefs. that 
he reached) and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital* before 
any intelligence of his movement had gained the city. The 
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmoft- confter- 
nation and defpair. They were not relieved till after three days, 
(during which the Mharattas committed great devaftations in .^e 
fUburbs) by the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk and the armies gf 
the vizier and ameer al amra. .The enemy tlien retreated into 
Malwa, but were not pvrfued ; and the minifters, to the dil^ce and 
irreparable lofs of the empire, perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur- 
chafe an uncertain peace, by confenting to the choute, or payment 
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mharattas. The emperor 
would have waited for the concurrence of Nizam al Moolk, whom he 
had ordered to court, but the vizier and ameer al anara, jealous of 
his interference, concluded the treaty before his arrival. Nizam al 
Moolk attempted 'to recover the province of Malwa from the 
Mharattas; but after marching and defeating fiajeeraow, was** 
obliged, to.returrf for’ the defence of Dhely againft the Periian 
emptror. Nadir Shaw, who was advancing rapidly towards it. 

Sumfaniad Dowlah Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra, ^ffeffed 
unbounded influence over the midd of the em^ror, lb that he 
direde'd all afiairs as he thought proper, however impolitic or unad- 
vileable; an inllance of which has been already difplayed in the 
compromife withjthc Mharattas. With the fame imprudence, he 
negledted fumilhfog the ufual fupplies of money to the foubahdar of 
Cabul, for keeping up the ftations in the paflos and highways on 
the confines of the empire in th« province ; to which caufe may be 
in great xneafure attributed the inv^fion of Nadir Shaw, who would 

• never. 
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never. In all probabilitjr, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs ftate of the frontier. The grand cauie 
of the Perfian monarch’s dilpkafure againfl: Hindoqjflan, was the 
protedlion which the rebellious Afghauns had received in the em- 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fent an ambalTador to Dhely, requeuing Mahummud Shaw 
that they* might not iind refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfb an ambaflador from 
himfelf; but no anfwcr was given to his letters, nor the minifler 
permitted to return to his mailer. During the fiege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a nobleman of high«rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his «requeft concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to exprefs his dilguft at the neglect Ihewn 
his cmballies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his mlniilers were at a lois what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difmiilion of the ambafi&dor, in hopes that he might &il in the 
conqueft of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avoid* the diigrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the ibvereign of Hindooilari. Thefe repeated 
'•flights, and the eicape from his vengeance^ which ‘the A^hauns 
£)und in the provinces of Hindooflan^ determined Nadir Shaw, 
upon the fall of Candahar, to invade the empire- Accordingly, 
after that event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that Fame, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near leven months j during which time his troops 
were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro- 
bable he would not have advanced &rther, had not a mefienger 
and ieveral horlemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely, 
been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad. 
Upon intelligence of this, he inilantly marched againll that city, 
fiaughtered die people without mercy, and purfued his route to 
Pelhawir, where Nafir Khan, tjic foubahdar of Cabul, refided, to 
• whom 
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whom he icAt a meilage»i iignifying that he* diOuH arrive oh a cer- 
tain day, when, if nAt oppofed, he would Ipare the country, and 
receive him ipto favour. Nafir Khan, however, prepared for 
refinance, was defeated, and taken prifoner ; but, after a few days’ 
imprifonment, was reinfiated in his government on the part of the 
Perfian monarch. From Pefiiawir, Nadir Shaw, proceeded to La- 
hore, the foubahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after fome little 
oppofition in the field, took refuge in die capital, which he fhortly 
after furrendered, and was invefted with the conjmand of it by the 
conqueror ; who, leaving foine of his troops with him to enfiire iiis 
fidelity, marched towards Dhel^. . 

Mahummud Shaw and his minifters ' had long ’ pretended to 
defpifo the arms of ^e victorious Nadir, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed taken, 
the field, but in the (pace of two months mardied only four 
days’ joumi^ from Dh^y to the plain of Karnal ; and here the 
fate of the empire was decided. The imperial aftny encamped on 
the hanks o£ the vranal of Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied the 
city of Dhely with wat-r. Entrenchments were thrown up, and a«* 
numerous , attilleiydinked together, with maily chains, Avas planted 
rounds the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, fent 
fi'equent mefiages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difiniffion of 
his ambalTadors, but was not obeyed; for what reafon was never 
known. The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour of 
ftie Raajepootes ; but neither Jey Sing, nor any of the great rajas, 
obeyed the fummons to foe royal ftandard on this occafion, fending 
idle excufos for their delay in.: their feveral diftri(fts. Great dread 
and confiifion prevailed in foe camp ; and fo bad was foe intelligence 
of foe approach of the invaders, foat it was not known how far 
Nadir bad advanced, till fome wounded fugitives, from a foraging 
party, procUimbd to the aftrighted Moguls the certainty of the 
Perfians being within a few miles of their entrenchments. A 
generd apprehenfion and alami took jplace, and foe emperor waited 
VoL. II. C c with 
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the otmoll amdety* for the arnval of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut 
Khan, the foubahdar of Code, upon whofe condud and valoor he 
had placed all his hopes of ddivery, in the prefent important criiis 
of his empire. The wUhed for intelligence of his near approach at ' 
A. H, 1151, length arrived. On Tarfday the fifteenth of Zeekaml the ameer al 
A* 0. 1739. went to meet Boomhan al Mocdk, about a mile from the 
Camp ; and having brought him into the itt^perial prefence, he was 
received with the highefl; diftindlipn, and commanded to encamp 
near the divifion of the ameer al amra. 

. • 

Boorahan al Moolk had jufrdefr the emperor, and repaired to 
his ground, when word was brought him- that the Perfians had 
attacked his l^gage, and were committing great daughter 1 upon 
which he immediately remounted his elepluint, and fending intd- 
. ligence of this event to the ameer al amra, with a requeft of his 
afriftance, haftened againft the enemy. Hie ameer al amra com* 
munica^ed the meflage to the emperor, who confulted Nizam al 
Moolk. He redbmmended that Boorahan al Moolk fhould be 
recalled within the entrenchments, os the day was far advanced, 

‘ * and his troops were frdgued with a long qiarch, ib that it would 
be mofr prudent to delay offering batde to the ehemy till (Jie mor- 
row. Mahummud Shaw, approving this advice, communicated it 
to the ameer al amra ; but he, attributing it to foe negled and 
indolence of the nizam, reprefented to foe emperor, foat as Boora- 
han al Moolk had advanced far from foe lines, and was moff; pro- 
bably already engaged with foe enemy, ndt to affift him, and 
voluntarily to give up fuch a deforving nobl^an to flaughter, 
would be againft foe dilates of policy, valotj^, and generofity; 
therefore, permitting others to a^ as fo^ chofo, he fhould hafren 
to fupport him. Having fftid this, he advanced from his camp 
with his lighA artillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow 
him. About a fourth part of. foe day remained, when became 

within a fhoit dUiance of Boorahan al Moolk. Nadir Shaw had 

formed 
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jfbrmed his army in two divifionsj one of ^hich he left for the 
proteftion of liis camp* and with the other advanced to the at« 
tack j fubdivi(jUng it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached 
to attack each of the ameers^ and remained himlelf with the third, 
as a referved line, td give adiftance wherever it might be necef&iy. 
The Peiftans advanced with great fuyry, and in about* half an hour 
the troops of Hindooftan were thrown into confudon with great 
daughter. The ameer al amra was daogerouily wounded, and moft 
of his principal followers ilain. * His remaining attendants brought 
him back, almoft dead with loft of blood, to the camp al]put 
nightfall j where, from a .want of regularity and order, common 
in Hindooftan, his tents, baggage, and treaiures had been wholly 
plundered by the ibldiery and followers, on the fuppoiition of his 
death; fo that not a covering remained ibr his reception. •/Lt 
length his attendants procured a fmall tent, which they jpdtched for 
him. The vizier, nizam, and chief enimchs of the emperor, came 
to condole vrith him on his dtuatioh, and learn the circumftances of 
his c^feat. The dying minifter, with a faint voice, faid, ** 1 have 
<* done my (hity,*and finiihed my oourie. The future tnuft be 
attended to’ by you: but I earncftly advifr, that the emperor** 
may , nos viiic 'jSladir Shaw, or kt him enter Dhely; and that 
<< you turn back, 1^ any means, ^ great calamiQr from this 
** fpot.” Having faid this, he became ipeechleft, and continue 
fo till he breathed his laft, on the third day following* % 

Bobrahan al Moolk, who had' remained on ftie field of battle, 
being deprived of mdi o£ his troops death, or fiight, was at 
laft quite furrounded by the Perfivis, and, incapable of further 
refiftance,. when he was known by a young foldicr, a native of 
the iame cky wkh himielf; who qalling to him by name, con- 
jured him to fa^e his own life by becoming his prifoncr ; at the 
ftme time running up to his ekpl^aot, and afeending the feat by 
the ropes of the ladder. Boorahan al Moolk gladly fubmitted himfelf 

C c 2 to 



AURU1«7GZ£B£*s SUCCESSORS. * 


to the mciry of the enemy, ‘who c?ifried him before Nadir Shaw,. 
9 ^ he was treated with ^reat kindnefs and dillindioi!. 

-• * .■'.<» V-'. 

For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a feene 
of confufion not -to-be (kforibed; but, what is extraordinary, it 
was not' {Stacked by the Per/ians. Boorahan al Moolk, hearing 
reports of the dea& of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed 
him in office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw to odfer peace, and 
retreat from Hindoofran, on the pa}^ent of* two ooiwes of rupees, 
rajid receiving a viiit from the emperor. He accordingly com- 
municated thefo ■ conditfons. to the emperor and Ni^am, al Moolk, 
who were rejoiced beyond meafure, . being before overii^elmed 
with dread and irrefolution. 'Mahummud Shaw fent the nizam 
whbout delay to the Perdan camp, where he was received with 
great fovour^by. Nadir Shaw, who ratified the trdaty; and he 
returned exuldng to his mafter. The happy tidings of peace fpread 
through die camp, wd gave ^new hfe to the dilheartened troops; 
but theirr joy Wa^ but of ihort. duration. Nizam al Moolk, am- 
bitious of diC'digniQ^ of am^r al .ainra,« requeued it in re.turh for 
«fais forvices in the negotktfon, aind the emperor immediately con- 
ferred it upon him, unmindful of the oifonce*it wopld give to 
Boorahan al Moolk. The next day Mahummud. Shaw went to 
Vifit the Periian monarch, agreeably to his requefr, and was met 
near the camp by Nadir’s fon, Nuffor'Oollah Mirza, who alighted 
from his horfe upon foeing him; when, the emperor was fet down 
in his travelling throne, and they emlnw^ed each other. The' prince 
then remounted, and ccihdufh^ himrto hk fiuher; who received 
Mahummud Shaw Handing at the. entrance his tent, embra- 
ced him with kindnefs, and leading him to liis mufnud, feated 
him by him,. After fome converfation; and the ufiial ceremonies 
of presents and enterl^tnmenfs,... Mahumihud Shaw returned to his 
own camp, where his pre&ncf: gave heartfelt joy and aflUrances 


* Two millions ficrling. 
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that peace was fully concluded. Such indeed was the opinion 
of tl)e emperor and ail his fubjedls ; and jult would it have been, 
but for the f^liilh diiloyalty of a difgufted miniiler. 

« 

Boorahan al Moolk, learning that the office of ameer al amrahad 
been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment. In the 
fury of his paffions he refolved to be revenged upon the emperw: and 
his rival. . He obierved to Nadir Shaw, that two corores of rupees 
were too fmail a compoiition for the wealth of Hindooftan; <<11121 
he, as an individual, could pay fo much ; and that the removal of 
Nizam al Moolk, who alone had any ability to refill his arms, 
would make the Perfian monarch mailer of the empire without t 
blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eigh^ miles diilant, 
and podefs himfelf of the immenfe treafures of the imperial palace 
and the. wealthy inhibitants of the mpital. The avarioe of Nadir 
was awakened by this treacherous remonftrance, asidheag^ mvited 
Nizam al Moolk to his prefence j who, belying upon the faith of 
treaties, haflened without fiilpicion to his camp, where he was 
commanded to semain, and to prei^il upon Mahummud Shaw by 
letter to make him another vifit. The nizam now reprefented to" 
Nadir, that his •behaviour was contrary to treaty ; to which the 
Pediah replied, that he did not mean to depart from his agreement 
or injure the perfbn or empire of Mahummud Shaw, but mail 
have another interview. The nizam wrote information «of this to 
> his maflbr ; who, not knowing where m look for fupport in the 
abfeiKe of his miniiler, came to the camp of Nadir Shaw, attend- 
ed only by a few of his favourite domeftics, ffirbidding many of 
the nobility, who were anxious to guard his perfon, to follow him. 
Upon his arrival* he was ordered by the Perdan monarch to remain 
in a tent pitched frv his xeception, and to fend ffir his family, 
equipage, and'- the officers of his houfrhold; which he did. At 
the fame time orders were fent to the Mogul camp to break up, 
and the foldiers to retire where they choie without moleilation } but 

the 
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the vi9ier« Kim^mir ad Dien Kbaii> was fununoned to the prefence. 
Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential nobleman of 
Nadir Shaw, were difpatched fipont to Dhely, .to receive the keys 
of that capitdi^ and the imperial palaces from the govemof; after 
which the C(mqueror,.with lus royal captive, proceeded by eafy 
marches lo that city. The utmofl dread and confufion prevailed in 
the Mogid army after the departure of itldahummud Shaw. In- 
dividuals confulted their own ^ty by flight, but were plundered 
or lulled ; many by the Pcrfia^ maiauders, and others by the huf- 
bardmen of the countty, who, in time .of trouble in l^dooflan, 
generally aflirme the occupation cf robbery. 

« 

On the eighth of March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens of 
Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citad^ of Dhely, with his' family and domeflicks. On the 
ninth the ccmqaeror made a triumphant entry into die city with his 
army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, under the 
palace j but Nadir flhaw took up his refidence within it ; the grand 
hall of audience, and ieveral other apartments, being prepar^ for 
liis rec<q>tion. Coins had been flruck at the imperial mint for this 
occafion, which were diftributed to the people in the .cavalcade, 
bearing this infeription in verfe ; . ‘ 

V King 9 trer the kings of the world * 

** Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods.’* * 

On the tenth died Bocaahan sd Moolk, of a cancer in hu 
back, with which he had been long afiBi^l»cU It was reported, that 
he poifoned himieU^ from the pangs of coniciencjc at his being the 
advifer of Nadir’s advancing to Dhely; but the rumour was not 
true. . j 
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The ilri£teil dUbiplitie had been observed hj the Perlians, and 
ip per(bn fufiered the vigors the flighted outrage ; when, on 
the night of* the tenth, a &tal tumult arote, which involved the 
inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured, that 
Nadir Shaw was dead ; by ibme, naturally, and by others, that he 
had been aSaffinated by a Calmuck woman in the haram, at the 
inftigatkm of Nhdiummud Shaw. The Dhellians too eaiily credited 
what they whhed to be true. , Th^ dew to arms, and maflacred 
CTery Periian they met in the city j whidb, during the night, *hras 
a fcene of confuhon and honor. The nobles c£ Hindooftan; in- 
ftead of attempting to qfteU,the madnefs of the people, by pro- 
claiming that Nadir wSs lUll alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned his troops, remained inadlive ; and at feme of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who redded in them to protect their 
properties, were treacheroufly mordered* Nadir SluiiW; at the 
commencement of the tumult, fent out fixtie officers to perfuade 
the people of thdr error ; but inftead of being liftened to, th^ 
were llaughtered. Seeing it in vain to modeidte their fury, and 
not chufing to ifezard his troops in the darkneis dT night and the^ 
clofe ftreets of the city, he relblvcd to let the iloim ^end itfelH* 
and. wait for morning to take vengeance cm its authors. About a 
thouland Perdans were (lain. 

• 

Early the next morning. Nadir ShaM; iflued fiom die palace, 
attended by his troops, and took poll at the oOliege of Roolhun 
ad Dowlah, iituated in a principal ftreet. Prom hence he dif- 
• patched hands of foldiers, commanding them to daughter, without 
didinCdon of age or fex, the wfetdied inhabitants of Dhely, in 
every avenue where they tnight fiiui a murdered Perfian. His 
orders were obeyed widl a ‘&vage readinefs. The carnage laded 
from fun-rife till mid-day. About eight thouland Indians, Moguls, ' 
and A%hauns, were madacred, .and their houles plundered, by 
the Pei^ns. To add to the horror of the Icede, £res broke out 

• in 
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iij feveral pajts^of the aty. At twelve o’clock, Kummir ad Dien 
Khan prevailed on the oonque^of to Hop the madacre, when it 
ccafcd at once ; fo cxaft was dte difcipline of Nadir ^haw. 

• 

It is impoinhle to defcribe the miicrjr of Dhely, during this 
and ieveral following days, when the ftreetS' llreamed with 
human blood, and the bodies of the dead obifni^ed the paD&ges. 
Thefe were at length piled together in heaps, without diftiniflion 
of lank or religion, and burned in the rubbilh of the ruined 
hQu/es. Several noblemen were 'put to death by Nadir Shaw, 
for being accel&ry to the murde^r of Perfians d’lring the tu- 
mult, and among them a fim in law of tJae vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan. 

On the fourteenth, Nidar Mahummud Khan was difpatched to 
Oude, to demand from Suffder Juri^ the two corores of rupees, 
which had been prpmifed by Boorahan al Moolk from his pro- 
vince. Nadir Shaw -this day began his feizure of the imperial 
^ cfFedls and treafure. * Three corores and fifty .lacs were found 
In the treafuiy. ‘ A cororc and fifty lacs in^ plate ; '• fifteen corores 
in jewels j the celebrated peacock throne, valued at ' one corore ; 
and feveral other thrones of rich though fmaller value, with the 
armory, eftimated at * eleven corores, were feized for his ufe ; 
alfo hve^ hundred elephants, a great number of horfeS, and the 
fuperb camp equipage of the emperor; 

On foe fifteenth, a treaty of j)cace was drawn up, ftipulating, 
that the. fa^ovinces eaftward of . foe Sind, ihould remain to foe 

emperor 


• Three millions, five hundred tboufand fwotids fterling, 
^ One million five hundred tboufand pounds. 

« Fifteen millions flerling. * 

• * One million fterfing. 

• Eleven millions fterling* ‘ 
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emperor of Hindooftan, and thofe weft of it be ceded to the 
crown of Perfia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of Multaun, were 
wrefted from* the empire. Nufler Oollah Mirza, Nadir’s fon, 
was betrothed to the daughter of Yezdaun Bukili, fon of prince 
Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun. 

On the ftxteenth, Jogul Kiftioor, vaqueel of Bengal, was feverely 
beaten with fticks, for not expediting the colledtion of the fine 
impofed on the city; *' 

• . 

On the IBventeenth, Nadir 'demanded from the vizier • two 
corores and twelve lacks of rupees ; when the latter pleading in- 
ability, he commanded his dewan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an 
account of the property of his mafter and of his own, threatening 
him with death if he ihould be guilly of concealment Tfiree 
daughters and feven ladies were feized from the haram of Muz- 
zuffir Khan, fon in law to the vizier, and forced into the feraglio 
of Nadir Shaw. 

On the eighteenth,* contribution was demanded from the nobles* 
and fervants’of the court, bankers, merchants, and artizans, which 
was levied with* the utmoft feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the vizier, 
Sirbullund JChan, and* other noblemen, were ordered to colledt 
* two corores and twelve lacks from the citizens, and pay it into 
the tre^fury in ten days, on pain *of Nadir’s difpleafure. 

On the nineteenth, the colledtors of the fine began their exac- . 
tions. Many perfons put themfelves to death to avoid puniftiment, 
their property being over-rated in the afieilment. Among thefc 
were many officers of rank. . 

VoL. IL . Dd' Oa 
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On the twentieth. Nadir Shaw fent nine Perfian holies, with 
feventy five trays of gold and filvef brocade and fcarlet cloth to 
Mahummud Shaw, and ordered Saad ac^ Dien Khan% meer atufii, 

• to put his own guards as before over tlie haram and offices of 
the emperor. 

On the twenty firft, LoottfF Ali Khan,, topjee baffia, or com- 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou- 
fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting the invaluable plunder 
. of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw’s equipage, among Vhich'^were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the pabtee, was pitched on the banks of the 
Jumna, before the Lahore gate, and a thoufand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun, 
Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to Shalimar. Centinels were placed 
at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooftan women. A type of the laft day affiidted the inha- 
bitants of this once happy city, froni the cruelties of the collqdtors 
of the fine. It was, before, a general mafiacre ; but now., the 
murder of individuals. In every chamber and houfe was heard the 
cry of affiidion. Bufiunt Roy, agent of the penfions*, kille,d his 
family and hirnfelf. Khalik Ear Khan fiabbed himfelf. Many 
took poifon. The * venerable Cauzee al Kwzzaat was dilgraced by 
ftripes. 

In the fame manner all the lervants of the crown, the mer- 
* chants, bankers, and all fufpe£ted of having money, were harflily 
treated ^ and many, to avoid torment, courted death by their own 
hands. Sleep and reft forfook the city. On the twenty third, 
additions were made double and treble to. the demands from the 
unfortunate officers of the court, and they were beaten and abuled 
without mercy. Fojedaur Khan, governor of the environs of the 

city. 
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city, from whom four lacks of rupees were demanded, of which he 
had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrived at his fort of 
Ferokhnuggvfr, twenty five coisdiftant; where he continued, though 
Nadir Shaw invited him back by Iblemn promifes. He pleaded ’ 
old age and 
in the vicin 
Perfians. 

On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial ‘ierfli 
khaneh, and deftroyed effedts amounting to a corore of rupees. 
Nadir Shaw now only jivaited for the payment of the fine, and the 
arrival of Niflar Mahummud Khan ; after which he relblved to 
march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw on his throne. 

At this time, abounding in difafrers .and calamity, foe capital 
of the empire was become, from her various miferies and troubles, 
an emblem of the’ day of univerfal difiblutionj Firft, from the 
general mafiacre, and the plunders and excefles of the Perfian 
arrays the confi^ation, and other events, the inhabitants of all.^ 
ranks were^ fo alacmed', that like the affrighted animals of the defart, 
theyfoUght refuge in the mofi private and concealed corners from 
further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, '*two 
feer of coarfe rice werft fold for a * rupee, and other neceilaries in 
proportion. Thirdly, from a peftilential diforder; no morning 
paiied'that whole crowds in every ftreet and lane did not die. 
Fourthly, from foe exadtions which occafioned a deliberate mafiacre. 
Unprincipled and unfeeling wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion, 
took the various (Quarters of foe city in farm for foe collc<ition of 
the fine, at the original valuation. In place of ten, they extorted 
thirty and forty fooufand rupees. The firft fum was paid to the 

P d 2 • treafury, 

*• * 

• Rcpofitory of tents, carpets, canopies, cuthions, beds, See. 

** About four pounds weight. ^ 

* Two (hillings and threepence^ nearly. 
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treafuiy, and the reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretches. It fe. 
probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the miferable 
citizens, who, from the roads being blocked up, had ‘not power to 
dy from friefe dreadful calanaities, nor a hope of aflifranc^. Dan- 
ufhmund Khan, one of the mofy^med inen in Perfia, and firft phy- 
freian to the conqueror, wh^^^^Ken before this, at the requefl 
of Boorahiui al Moolk, hondl^lP^li the rank of thrbe thoufand, 
and now officiated as ambadador between the emperors; was, at 
the’defire of Nadir Shaw,, promoted to the rank of feven thoufand 
and hffice of * khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw. 

» ^ m 

On the thirty firft, Mahummud Ghazee ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Nizam al Moolk, brought Meer Nizam ad Dien, fojedaur of the 
environs of the city, who had fled to Ferokhnuggur, to an interview 
with Nadir Shaw, to whom he prefented an offering of a lack and 
fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, reeftablifhed in 
his office, commat^ed to bring in fupplies of grain, .and invite the 
people to the deferted. villages. The fame day, at the requeft of 
Nizam al Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Slhcv to his chief 
fecretary to prepare edicts to the governors ^ of the different pro- 
vinces and the chiefs of Ppkkan, commanding them to obey Ma- 
hummud Shaw. Fifteen were accordingly written* and committed 
to Nizam al Moolk. - . ' 


On the firft of April, Raja MujiUfs Ram, dewan to the vizier* 
having paid four lacks of rupees# ftabbed himfelf to avoid the tor- 
tures ordered to be inflicted upon higi to extort *an additional fum. 
Roy Khoofhal Chund and his iwi did the &me. Seetaram, farmer 
of feme royal lands and treafurer to the vizier, alfo eight or ten 
principal officers, after having given ten, eight, fix, and four lacks of 
rupees, on more being demanded, made their cfcape from the city. 
Jogul Kiffioor, Nagir Mul, Saafloolla Khan, and other principal 

vaqucels, 

* Steward of the houfehold. 



21 $ 


MAHUMMUD SHAW. 

3 

viqueels, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them* 
People of all ranks deferted the city in crowds. 

On the third. Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of the efFe£ts of 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded from 
them ; in confequence of which rich goods were fold for a fourth 
and fifth part of their value. 

On the fifth. Nadir Shaw’s feals were taken off the impeHal 
ftore-rooms and repofitories, and thoie of Mahummud Shaw stnd 
Danulhmund kJian affixed in their room. The fome day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abec Sing^ 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan ; alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajecraow, and other Oekkan chieft, with thele contents : 

** Between os' and our dear brother Mahummud Shaw, in con- 
** fideration of the regard and alliances of the two fovereignties, the 
** conncdlions of regard and friendHiip have been renewed i fo that 
** we may be efteemed as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear ^ 
«* brother has been r^laced on the throne of this extcnfive em- 
** pire, and we are moving to the conqueft of other regions, it is 
** incumbent that ye, like your forefothers in former times, walk 
, ** in the path of fubmlflion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
** they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. God 
** forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling Ihould reach our cars, 

** We will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.” 

On the fcvcntlf of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 

^ a firpeach, and bracefots, to Mahummud Shaw, with a mcfiage, 
that his march was fixed for the feventcenth of the month, and 
defiring, that on the morrow he would vifit him, attended by the 
nobility with all the infignia of royalty, that he plight give him 
ibme valuable advice, and take his leave,- Accordingly, the next 

* morning. 
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morning, being the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaver, Mpith 
imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at the gate' of the lion tower, and proceeded to* the grand hall 
of audience, at the ileps of which Nadir Shaw received him,, 
and led him to a throne, after which all peiibns retired. The 
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk, the vizier, and other great lords, were then admitted j to 
whom Nadir Shaw fpoke nearly an hour, in* terms of advice mingled 
with threats. Viands were then diftributed, and drefles conferred 
upon them. Nadir Shaw prefented -jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jewels, to Mahurfmivd Shaw, vaho then took leave, 
and retired to the lion tower in the fame ftam as before. 

On the eleventh, all the Perfians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The 
fame evening Nuffer Oollah Mirza took leave of Mahummud Shaw. 
The fbubah of Multaun and four mahals of Yemneenabad were, 
at Nadir Shaw’s requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of 
the deceafed Abd al Summud Khan, in additidii.^to the govern- 
‘ment of Punjaab. • 

• 

On the fourteenth. Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and proceeded by regular marches to his own empire but as the 
events of his route but little concern the hiftory of Hindooftan, 
they are not related in thefe pages. It is wonderful, but true, that 
the inhabitants of Dhely, at leaft the debauched, who were by far 
the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perfians { 
and to this day, the excelTes of their foldiery are ^topics of humour 
in the loofer converfation of all ranks, and- form the comic parts 
of the drolls or players. The people of Hmdooftan at this time 
regarded only perfonal iafoty and perfonal gratification. Mifery was 
difregarded by thofe who efcap^ it, and man, centered wholly in 
Iiimfclfi felt not W his kind. This felfifhnefs, deftrudive of public 
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and private virtue, was univerfal in Hindooftan at the invafion of 
Nadir Shaw; nor have the people become more virtuous flnce, 
confequently, not more happy, nor more independant. 

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor made fomc 
changes among the great officers of ilate, and advanced two noble- 
men, who had {hewn much attachment and ^elity to his perfon 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer 
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor AurungzeBe, 
of the fame pame, and the other Izaac Khan, of a middle rahk 
about the court. MahumrihidjShdw, jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wilhedT to remove the vizier. Kummir ad Dien 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him ; 
but the emperor was fearful of executing his refblution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to®ekkan,'as he was nearly related 
to the vizier, whole interefl he efpoufed. This event at length 
occurred j the, nizam being ncceffitated to repair to his govern- 
ment,. where his fon Nalir Jting had begun to aiTume independ- 
ance. ^ With thig/tielign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampmeait near the city, having obtained the de- * 
putatign-of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien 
Khali, who waS alfo fon in law to the vizier. Mahummud Shaw 
now privately beftdwed the inkfrand of the vizarut on Ameer 
Khan, who imprudently boafted of the honour he liad received. 
Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam 
how to adt, who recommended him to beg his difmiffion from 
court, and accompany him to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired 
to the nizam’s camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- 
ferving to his majefty, that as he found a change towards him 
in the royal beh{iViour, from the arts of interelled perfons, though 
he had been guilty willingly of no crime, he begged pcnniiiion 
to retire to Dekkan and relign his office. Mahummud SJiaw, 
alarmed at tlie departure of the vizier, (for he pofle/ied not freadi- 
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nefs of rcfolution,) confulted with Ameer Khan and Izaac Klian 
what anfwer to return. The former advifed compliance with the 
requeft, alTuring him, that* if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as Ihould fecure his majefty from fulFering. 
from the refentment of the difoarded minifter. The emperor was 
filent, and difmifled Ameer Khan ; after whofe departure he con- 
jured Izaac Khan hy bis own head to Ipeak his real fentiments. 
Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultations, was at a lofs j which the emperor obferving, 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this h^ replied, that 
if he ihould recommend meafureis contrary to thofe of Ameer 
Khan, he ihould forfeit his word, and if he adviied the fame, he 
ihould be inimical to his majefty 's welfare ; therefore begged to 
be lilentj but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requefts. He then 
obferved, that though Ameer KHhn was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of ftill higher, and poffelTed courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command 
proper reipedt in the important office of vizier ; that his depend- 
. ants, among whom was himiclfi by his patronage recommended 
to his majefty, and raifed to diftindtions,' vvere as yet efteemed 
only by the great rajas of Hindooftan as ordinary perfons to 
whom they would not fubmit as fuperiors : that, on the contrary, 
they regarded with veneration the nizam and vizier, and efteemed 
their fervice honourable to thcmlelves ; therefore, jt would not 
be advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like. Ameer 
Khan and himfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate 
the vizier, and communicated his intentions to Ameer Khan ; 
who immediately haftened to the niz&m, dffering conceffions to 
him and the vizier.. It was agreed, that he fhould for the pre- 
fent, as a proof of his fincerity in relinquifhing his defigns againft: 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleafaad ; which he did im- 
mediately. Thg vizier ■ retumfed to court, where harmony was 
again eftabliftied, and Izaac Khan became equally the fovourite 
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of the minifter, as pf Mahammud Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk 
was fucceeded iti the government of Oude by his fon in law SulF- 
der Jung ; Zekariah Khan was continued ibubahdar of Lahore ; and 
Shujah ad Dowlahf navth of Bengal* was fucceeded by his fon 
Allah ad Dowlab Setferauz Khan ; who being lhc«tly after defeated 
and flain by Aliverdi Khan* the governor, of Patna* the ufurper 
feized the provinces of Bengal* Bahar* and Oriila* and was con> 
firmed in them by the imperial grants* fi)r a large pefiicufh and a 
promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. NizanVal 
.Moolk returned to Dekkan* which had fallen into diibrder* fmm 
the difaifedtioA of the province| daring the invafion of Kadir Shaw* 
and the precipitate condu<!^ of his fon Nafir jH.ng. 

. Upon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad* Iz^ Khan 
enjoyed the greatell lhare of the emperor’s confidence } and as he 
did not afpire to the more important offices of ibite* the vizier was 
not jealous of the favours conferred upon him : but Izaac Khan did 
not long furvive his escaltation. Mahummud Shkw was truly af> 
flirted at his Ibfs/ and continued his afiebtion for the &ther to his 
children* but particularly to the eldeil Ion, Meerza Mahummud** 
often faying* that*had he not him to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed* he fhould have died of grief for his lois. 

This year the emperOT fummoned to court Ameer Khan fi:om A. H. 1156. 
Aleabad, Suffdcr Jung* foubahdar of Oude* Zekariah Khan* nizam A. D. 1743. 
of Lahore and Multaun ; alfo the rajas Bukht Sing Rlutoree and 
Jey Sing. A mandate was likcwife difpatched to Nizam al Moolk ; 
but he pleaded ii^excufe for his difobedience* his great age* though 
. in fafit he wm at the time employed in fccuring the government of 
Dekkan to his ^mily. Raja Jey Sing died this year, and three of 
his wives wiffi many concubines burned thcmfelves on his funeral 
pile. Ameer Khm and Suffder /ung, on their arrival at court, 
were received with the greatcft marks of the royal favour. This 
VoL. II. e year 
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year, the emperor's only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to a 
daughter of the lineal defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated 
in the reign of * •* Jehaungcer, The fbubahdary of Guzarat was 
conferred on F.ukhir ad Dowlah ; but, after a feeble attempt to 
recover it from rfw Mharattas,* he returned to Dhely. 

A.H. 1157. Suffder Jung was hononoured with the poll of meer atulh, or 
A, D. 1744. command of the artilleiy,-and the gqvernment of Kalhmeer. 

A. H. 1158. 'This year the emperor, at the requell of SufiHer Jung, march- 
A. D.i 74i, reduce ‘Ali Mahummud Khan, a Rohilla adventurer, who 

, had from the negligence of government pofrefred himfelf of the 
diftrids of 'Kutteer, and alTumcd independance of the royal 
authority. He was befieged in a Ibrtrefr called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier; after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekaiiah Khan dying, 
the foubahdaiy of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
appointed two fohs of the deceafed his deputies; but the bro- 
thers quarr elling with each Other, the eldefr ok*'ained fuperiority 
in the conte/l, and was confirmed in the government of Ac pro- 
vince, with the title of Shaw-nowauz Khan. ^ 

A.H. 1159. This year was dillinguilhed by no odier remarkable events, 
A. D. 1746. than the' death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad 
Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 

Xhan, 

• Mahabut Khan feized that emperor’s perfon, and for fdme time controuled 
the royal authority ; but was obliged to retire by the intrigues of the emprels 
.Moor Jehaun. 

•* The founder of the Rohilla government, in 'the end overthrown by Shujah 
ad Dowlah with the affiftance of the Englilb, for having *ae^e£ted to fulfil 
the terms of a treaty made with him, when defended by his arms from the 
invafions of the Mlyirattas. * 

* Now called, from the rclidence of the RohUlas, Rttiiileund. It is in pof> 
fclTion of the navob vizier. 
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Khan, the emperor’s favourite. Thefc ntiptials were celebrated 
with uu€X)mmQa fplehdpur. Among the prelents made to the bride, 
were one thoufand ftlver cups, each weighing/ one hundred rupees. 

Ameer Khan had iince his lad arrival at court condu(fted the 
whole adminidration ; the vizier being incapable of attending the 
durbar, , from a hurt occadoned by a fall from a terrace, and con- 
tentedly allowing his rival to excrcife the influence of his office in 
his name, while he enjoyed lecurity and repofe. Sadder Jung, the 
only one of the nobility able to oppofe him, was his friend j fo that 
he had no competitor for j;he royal &vour. JHe was naturally frbe 
of fpeech, and the emperor, ihnd of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in converfrition than was confident with refpeft to his 
own dignity. As he. acquired power in the date, this fireedoin 
grew to importunity, when he was on bufrnefs with the emperor ; 
which by degrees difguded Mahummud Shaw, and made him wiih 
his removal from office. The royal jealoufy was alfo excited by 
Ameer Khan’s paying a vifit to the princes qf jhe blood confined 
in the citadel oJf . Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his 
pow6r, did not openly ihew any change towards him. At length,. 
Ameer Khan one* day*preffing fome requed, which his majedy did 
not chiife to gcant, he defired him to be frlent, and he w'ould hear 
him on the fubjeA another day. The minider perfided, and was 
three times mildly put ofl^ but dill continued his importunity. At 
length, Roze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, '’nazir of the haram, re- 
buked him in harfli terms for hi^ diffefpea to his fovereign ; upon 
which Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exclaimed, “ What privilege 
***hasa flave to interrupt the converfation of a, nobleman?” The 
eunuch replied, If J am a flave, I am the flave of his majedy 
** alone, and not of others.” The minider, inflamed with paffion, 
now addreflTedthe empo'or, faying, if the eunuch was not removed, 

E e 2 he 

Twelve poundff llerling* 

^ The nazir has the foie dire^on of the feraglio. 
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he would no longer atftnd the. court ; and demanded the difpofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own fervants. The emperor con* 
fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired; buf Mahummud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, ffiould 
Ameer Khan perffil: in claiming podeffion of tlie nuzzarut. The 
eunuch adviled the adailination of the minifler, and undertook to 
effedt it,, without delay. The emperor ailented. A perfon who 
had been diicharged from the Icrvice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
► to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
ihveititurc of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to be appointed ^his deputy in its immediate 
exercile. ' The ailaffin was placed in the paHage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he 
had reached the door, llabbed him with a dagger fo cffcdtually, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corpfe was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where the, imperial officers had been already lent to feize 
his effiedts ; but were refifted by the military followers of the* de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay wwc due to them, 
fatisfadtion for which they demanded, before ’they would relinquilh 
the perlbnal eftate ; nor would they fuller the body to be biiried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
their demands, if they would give up the cofple for interment, by 
this time in a Hate of putrefo^ion, they confented; keeping, 
however, the neafeft relations of .the dcceafod in their hands, as a 
Iccurity for the performance of his premife. , After the funeral, the 
effedls were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
pofleffion of the jewels and armoury for a “ lack of rupees, which 
were worth *’ fifty lacks, if not a greater fum. The jaghire of the 
deceafod was given to the daughter of the emperor, ' and put under 
the diredlion of Nudjum ad Dowlah, fon to the late Izaac Khan. 

. ' This 

* Twelve thoufand pounds* 

^ l ive hundred thoufand pounds . fifrling* 
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This 3rcar was diftinguifhcd by the invafion of Ahmed Abdallee, 
and the death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the 
fon of a chief -of the Afghaun tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity of the 
city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir Shaw, 
who gave him the poft of a ‘ yefTawul, and by degrees promoted 
him to a confiderable command in his*^army. Upon the aflaffina- 
tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to poflefs him- 
folf of a confiderable treafurb, with Which he retired to his 
native country, and afiumed the honours of royalty over the Af~ 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Can? 
dahar, which dubmitted tO' hi| armsj and prevailed upon Nafir 
Khan, the foubahdar fif Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 
permitting him to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Kht^n would have performed his agree- 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refufing to con- 
tribute the fum, and perfuading him to refift, he withdrew his 
allegiance; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againft him. 
On his approach th^^^people of Cabul deferted their governor, and 
Nafir Khan retired to the city of Peffiawir, where he held out for 
feme time ; bulffearful, of falling into the hands of Abdal Shaw, ‘ 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopcs,of a fupjdy, 
he made his elcapc towards Dhely, leaving his family and effeds 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the bands of the 
befiegers, two days after his departure. During this fiege, Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, offered to join the fortunes 
of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his 
vizier, and his propofal was accepted ; but, at the remonftrance of 
his uncle Kummi^ ad Dien Khan, vizier to the’ emperor Mahum- 
mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery ; and when Ahmed 
Abdallee, on the fall of Peffiawir, claimed performance of his 
engag^Ttent, he* declined it. The ffiaw, being enraged, marched 
againff Lahore, which fell into hi| hands after a fiiort refiftancc. 

Shaw- 


Mace>bearer. 


A. H. ii6i. 
A. D. 1747* 
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Shaw-nowauz Khan made his efcape, with a few attendants, to 
Dhely. Emboldened by this foccef^, and the weaknefs of the empire, 
Ahmed Shaw rciblved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin- 
dooftan; and in the beginning of this year began his march from . 
Lahore. Mahunamud Shaw, being at this time toa much indif- 
pofed to take the field, dilpatched his only fon, prince Ahmed, 
againft the enemy, under the condadi of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan, SufFder Jung, ibubahdp of Oude, Ecfuree Sing, raja 
of.Jeypore, and feveral other chiefs, with a great army. They 
advanced to the banks of the Suttulludg'e without meeting the 
enemy^ who had artfully pafied .them and plundered the rich city 
of Sirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prince .was depofited. 
Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon 
his arrival hear the enemy threw up entrenchments round his 
camp. The Afghaun ihaw did the fame ; and for fome days feveral 
Ikirmifties took place between the two armies. At length, Kummir 
ad Dien Khan, the vizier, being killed as he was at his devotions in 
his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul army, and 
Eeefuree Sing with his RaajepooCes fled from tjie/ field. Meet 
‘Munnoo, the vizier’s Ion, and Suiflier Jung, ,ho#cver, diiclained 
to fly, and by their addrels reftored order in thtf cainp: The next 
day, a magazine of rockets taking fire 'in the enemy’s camp, num- 
bers of the. troops were wounded by the explofion ; and Ahmed 
Shaw Abdallee, either dilheartened by this *lo6, or fatisfied by the ' 
plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabul, 
which he did unmolefled. Mahummud Shaw being near his end, 
upon intelligence of the enemy’s defeat, commanded' the prince to 
return to Dhely, having firft conferred the government of Lahore 
on Mcer Mtinnoo, as a reward for his fervices. Before the royal 
army reached Dhely the emperor expirer^ aged forty eight years and ■ 
fome months, in the thirty firfl: year of his reign* ' His death was 
concealed for fome days, till thy arrival of the prince ; who on the 
firfl: of Jemmaud al Awul was fluted emperor in the garden of 

Shalimar; 
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Shalimar, and on Friday, the twelfth of thd fame month, went in 
royal pomp to the great mofque, where the khootbah was read, and 
coins were firuck in his name. Mahummud Shaw was buried in 
the college of Nizam ad Dien, in a fepulchre he had eredted on 
purpofe. 

Mahummud Shaw was not deflitute of abilities and judgment, 
but had an indolence of diipolition too blameable in a ibvereign ; on 
which account he was overruled by his minifters, and governed Jjy 
his domedic fervants. He was unable to rellore the empire from 
the decline ichad fufiered, during the reign of Ferokhferc j and 
being very young at hk accemon, and addi(^ed to pleafure, he 
negledied publick bufinefsj fo that diforder encreafed. After the 
invahon of Nadir Shaw he became difpirited, and gave himfelf up 
to devotion and dte fbcie^ of religious men. He was averie from 
(^predion and fhedding of blood, and the people from him fufrered 
no wrong. While he lived, the royal name was refpeAable ; and 
by his prudence he fuftained the tottering piUars,of the ftate from 

frUing into-tot^l ruin, but could not repair the unwieldy fabric. 

• • 

’ * 

Kumminad Dien Khan, vizier, though negleifrfLil of bufinefs, 
and much addifred to women and wine, yet -was fb merciful and 
generous, that the inhabitants of Dhely ftill remember him with 
gratitude and a£b6tion,* notwithftanding his incapacity for. his im> • 
portant ftation. 


AHMED 
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Ahmed Shaw on his accelfion oflfered the vizarut to Nizam al 
Moolk ; who excufed himfelf fr9m accepting it, on; account of his 
great age, being in his hundred and fourth year ; nor did he long 
furvive this refofal, dying about a month afterwards in the vicinity 
of Boorahanpore, the capital of Khandefhc. “ He had governed the 
Mogul provinces of Dckkan for thirty years, as an independant 
prince, except in name, with great ability and fuccefs. He left 
behind him fix fons, and was fucceeded in Dckkan by the fccond, 
Meer Ahmed Nafir Jung ; the cldeft, Ghazee ad Dicn, refiding at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moclk is much 
.venerated in Hmdooftan for his wifdom, policy, generofity, and 
learning. An account of his life would form’ a volume, which 
may one day be prefented to the public* 

Immediately upon the death of the nizam the vizarut was be- 
llowed on Suffder Jung, who affumed the whole adminiftration of 
the imperial authority j Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes which 
had been formed of him. giving himfelf up to pleafure, and paying 
no attention to the affoirs of government, ^ffder Jung s firft 
meafure in office, w as to attempt the expulfion of the Rohillas 
from Kuttcer, bordering on his province of Oude. He for this 
purpole inlligated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, to de- 
clare war againft them, Ali Mahunimud their chief being juft 
dead, and the oountiy in an unfetUed ftate, owing to the minority 
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of his fons and the ambitious difputes of tl^ guardians. Kaiutn 
Jung complied with the wUbe) of the vizier, but was defeated and 
ilain by the Rohillas. 

• Difappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, SuflHer Jung refdlved 
to reap advantage from the dea^f the deluded Kaium Jung. He 
periuaded the emperor to marefflowards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
cate his eftates. The widow, children, and mother of the navob, 
unable to refill, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
fures. The principal fervants of the deceafed were lent prilbners^o 
Aleabad j but his mother wis a]loWed to keep the city of Ferokh- 
abad and twelve fmall dillri^is, for the fupport of the family, as they 
had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere. 

The conquered country was committed to the care of the vizier’s 
deputy. Raja Nowil Roy. This year, Ahmed AbdaUce advanced A. H. 1162. 
again as fer as Lahore j but being gallantly refilled by Meer Mun- A* 
noo, he thought proper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay him the ' 
revenuc^f four difbifts in that province. ’ 

The vizier was fcarcply returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, A- H. 1163. 
abrotJw.of the lafe Kaium Jung, tfelleftedan army of Afghauns, A. D. 1750. 
and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, by de- 
feating Raja Nowil Roy^ who was flain in the adlion. The vizier 
•was on his march to aflift his deputy, when he received accounts of 
his death^ and prefifed on to revenge it; but the fortune of Ahmed 
Khan prevailed. He, in a general adion, defeated the vizier, who 
fled to Dhely, trembling for the fafety of hw province of Oude, 
now expofed to t^e«refentment' of the enemy. 

Ahmed Khai^ immediately* after his vidloiy marched to AIc- 
abad, which fiMtrefe he befieged, and difpatched his fon Mlumood 
Khan lo feize the city of Luenow, vizier fummoned an army 
of Mharattas to his afliftance, with v^ch, in two months after his 
VoL. II. F ^ ^ lofs. 
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A. D. 1751. 


A. H. 1165. 

A D. 1751-2# 


lofe, h? moved from .Dhelj», recovered his ow:n dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged Abated Kfaim, with his allies die other 
Rohillas,, to take Iheher intheJdlls. Upon his fubmiffion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinftated in the poQeffion of Ferokhabad and a country 
producing a revenue o£ iixteen lacks of rupees ; the reft of the* 
territories poffeffed by the late K^m Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas. Tal other Rohillas piirchafed their 
pardon by the paymeitt of a Iwge qpntribution. This year was alfo 
diftinguiflicd by an attempt to recover the foubahrkry of Ajmere 
frfcm the Raajepootes, who had aftumed- indepenoance ; but the 
imperial general was defeated, anc| returned in lifgrace to Dh^ly. 
The vizier, after his vidory, employed ‘himfelf in refettUug his 
wafted provinces. 


This year was' diftinguiflicd by the death of Nafir Jung, fecond 
fon and fucceflbr to Nizam ul Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 
of liis otvn fervants, aflifted by the French, who furprized his 
camp while he* was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew Muzzuflir Jang, who was taken prifoner ; bUfbh the death 
of his uncle was placed on thc.mufiiud pf Dekkan by the con- 
fpirators. . This young prince did not .long enjoy his dignity, but 
was aflaflinated almoft immediately after his acceflion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed Jiim to power j wl^en Sullabut Jung, third 
ion of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to MuzzufBr Jung. Mr. Bufly was 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern firkaurs granted 
in jaghire to his nation.* 


This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallec again advanced as far as La- 
hore, and was ojipofed for four indnths by Mcct Munnooj who, 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
dilpirited, was obliged to futoit. He was received into favour 


For a detail of thefe events, iee Mr. Orme's elegant hiftoiy. 
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore .iiid 
Multaun under his authority ; and thus were thefe two valuable 
provinces tom^fnsm their dcpendancc on the defeendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallee, during^ his ftay at Lahore, fent an ambaflklor 
to Dhely, demanding conceflions from the emperor; who, much 
alarmed, recalled Suffder Jung, to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, • and his 
auxiliary Mharattas ; but Jawfsed Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace By 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who vcr 
treaded from Imhorc to his'owp dominions. The vizier, offended 
at thi.s meafure, decIinSd appearing at court, encamped in the 
f'.eiglibpurhooci of Dhely, and informed the emperor that he mi* ft 
tiovilc means of paying the , Mharattas, whom he had brought 

to his affiflance on the promife of a large fum of money. At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ghazee ad Dien Rhan, 
eldeft fbn of the late nizam, eflecming the death of his brother 
Nafir Jung, favourable to his claims on the government of Dek- 
kan, ofier^fQ io>ipay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor 
would grant him the fijubahdary of that country. Ahmed Shaw ** 
readily complied, *and G^jpzee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater favours 

• when he fhould arrive at his govcriunenU 

* 

The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended' in his offices at court; but he was 
much difgufted at, the influence of the eunuch Jaweed Khan over 
the emperor, and the difgraceful peace made by the favourite’s 

• advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He relblvcd to remove him ; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him . to an entertainment, 
had him aftaffinaled by one of his .iervaots. This aiftion enraged 
the emperor againfl him, and madeViim' refolve orr difplacing him 
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froflU hb perfon «nd dte vmmt^ fucji vna tbc powet* 6t 
SuBikr Jung». dbat Afaik^ Sluiw Bi/ktA not ibr the piefont ^avo# 
his dei^s. 

Ohazoo ad^Died iiSWi) tirich the Mharattu# reached Aurung* 
ibadk tho capital of ' Deklcaa* imqaoleiled# . but died fuddenly, a 
few nights after his arrival at the cityf upon which his ftiUowera 
diiperled, and Im body wan brought by ,his dapaeftica to Dbely, 
He left behind him om' ftMs, named si^b ad JJaea* a youth, of 
exCraon^ary abilities^ By the intereft of Suftder Jung» he was 
appointed to fucceed his. &th«r ses i^meer al aznra, aud receivedSthc 
&me titles Ghaeee ad*Di^ Khan Bahaduft in addition to his 
own^ The firft ule whkdt the young man made of his powpr, was 
. to advife the emperor to |aoceed .to cktremities in his ndentment 
againft his pation. Ahmed ShaWf aotsordingly* removed him from 
his office of meer atufti* and expaUed his (^lUy from the palace. 
§affiier Jung* unwilUng to refill: his Sovereign, requefted to be 
aBoWed to retire to his government of Oudej and the pmperor 
oonfentingi he left Phely^ and encamped at a finsjl diitance ftom 
' it. His friend^- ihoweverj^ repee&Dth^ him the folly of fo 
eafily religning his power* he changml.lih intention'of repairing 
to Oifde* and refolved to depofo Ahn^ Shaw; for which purpofo 
he called the Jaots to hh afliftaM^ and throwing off his alle* 
giance* let up a youth as emperor* pneending tbalt he was one of 
the n^al fiunily who had efi^qted fi*om prifon. He bedegcri Dhely 
for fix months, but was bravely xefiM by the *youog acneer al 
amra. Both parties at length being tired of thf war* Sufider 
•Jung, on being ailowed to Iteep the provinces pf Oude and Ale- 
abad, gave up the pretended pnncc$, and retired- to his govern* 
^ent, leaving GKaaee od Dien Khan in pofieffim of whtd: authority 
yet remain^ to the imperial name* ^ his ofiice Of < vizier was 
coD^iTed on Intizam ad. Dowlfh* fon of the laaa vizi^* Kntnmir 
ad Djen Khan. ' j 
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Upon the r«treat of Suffdor Jong, Gfaazee ad Dlen Khan, 
hoing joined an anny<' of Mliaiwtas, which he had invited into 
his Ihrvice, marched from Dhety againfr die Jaut raja, Soorauje 
Mul, who pofrefled the province of Agra. The raja, unable to 
keep the fitSd, Retired to Ids ifrongeft ibrtnefr, which was fur- 
rounded ; but the minifrer having no battering cannon petitioned 
die emperor to lend the royal train from Dhely. By this time 
Ahmed Shaw had been alarmed at the ambttiMis proceedipgs of 
the young ameer a) amra, who had behsiVedwtowanls him with 
great haughtinefr, and (hewn little relpet^ to the royal authority, 
which made liim apprphenfive of his own fiifrty, fhould he ac- 
quire the rich conqueft of the Jaut territories. Soorauje Mul 
had alio written pid^tely to Cpiut, that if the empertn: would 
march to ■ Secundra, he would' join him with his troops, and free 
him from die impending dangers o£ die treachety of his minifrer. 
This petition xvas enforced by die advice of Intizam ad Dowlah, 
who enjoyed the chief confrdience of the emperor and his mother, 
to wko^aifedtions he had locceeded on the death of Jaweed Khan. 
Ahmed Sluw fetilfed the cannon, and marched from Dhely with 
a Imall army of hou/ohold guards, ijut a cumbrous train of fol- 
lowers and baggage, canyiog imdi him all the ladies of the haram, 
to Secundra. Ghazee ad Ihen, On intelligence of 'this, detached a 
party of Mhatattas to impede his progrefr. Thdb plunderers fur- 
prized the royal ciunp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother 
and vizier, made their efcape in covered, litters to Dhely, with a 
few attendants, leaving their unhappy fr^loWeteS to the mercy of 
the eneniy. On this occafroo, all the infignia t)i rbyal^, the im- 
perial mad maiqr priaeeribs'of dan Timiu' frunily, (among 

whom was* of Mshtomnn ai l Shaw) lidi into the hands 

* of the hihaeatrik. ’After ftte a oti G i &s m ef^ vsftny and coitfoquent 
pliandW, the were leleaftd, and fornilfaed widi an efcort 

t6 t>hely. * * ^ 

. • A town betweed and Agra. 
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A. H. 1167. Ghazee ad Dien now retorned to Dhely, and afiuming the 
A. D. 1753. vizarut from Intizam ad Dowlah,<d^led the unfortunate Ahmed 
Shaw, who was blinded, and confined with his mother in Se- 
leemgur. Yezzeez ad Dien, fon of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was 
, proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This 
event happened on %mday, the tenth of Shaubann, 1 167. 

T 

* • 

This year died Suffder Jung, late vizier, and foubahdar of Oude, 
and was fucceeded in his government and ellates by his fon Shujah 
ad'Dowlah. 
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Ghazee ad Dien Khan* upon the eftablilhment of the new 
emperor’s adnainiftration* marcjied from Dhely* carrying the pa- 
geant monarch mth hizfr* intending to wrefr Lahore and Multaun 
from the Abdallee conqueror* Meer Munnoo, tlie governor, being 
lately dead, and the conlequent confufion of afiairs promiling fuc- 
cefs to his deiigns ; but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry, 
the officers treacHerouily feized his perfon, and treated him with 
great indignity. His other troops were afraid to a£t while he was 
in the hands of an enemy. The emperor, who *was difgufled at 
the haughiiuci?. of his minifter, encoiiraged the mutineers, and 
even offered them a %gc fum to deliver their prifbncr into hi^ 
hands. .In this dangerous ‘crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of 
Ghazee did not forfoke him. He foothed the difeontented officers, 
with aflurances of paying their arrears and forgetting their difre- 
•pedl to his perfon. They releafed him ; and the firft ufe he made 
of his freedom was, to order Nujeeb ad Dowlah with his followers 
to fall upon the revolted corps. Numbers were flaughtered, and 
the reft difperfed. The minifter returned for the prefent to Dhely, 
where he placed ^he weak Aulumgeer under a guard, and then 
taking with him the emperor’s eldeft fon. Alee Gohur, renewed 
•his expedition. 


4 • 


Ghazee ad Dien had been betrothed to the daughter of Meer 
Munnoo, and he now made the completion of his cfpoufals a 

pretence 



2^2 AURUNG35EBE’* SUCCESSORS. 

pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his defigns ' 
of feizing the government ^rom thic widow. Upon his arrival at 
Lodiana, he difpatched a fplendid cfcort and a letter to her mother, 
demanding his bn^e. She complied yrith his requeil, and com- 
mitted the young lady to. the charge of his emiflaries, with her 
marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo ealily the protection of 
* the vizier. While engaged in thiq fcftivities of his nuptials, the 
minifter difpatched fuddenly a coqpderable force to Lahore, and 
the govemefs, not fufpcAing treachery, was fehsed and conduded 
wii^i her treafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred 
the government of, tlw prpvinoe ^n Adeena Bcgt,Khan for an 
advance of thirty lacks of rupees. Upon the accompUfhment 
of this ■ affiur ' he returned to Dhely ; .hut die widow of, Mecr 
Munnoo w^. not to be appealed, threatening him with fpeedy 
vengeance for her affi-onte, from Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, her 
fovereign. Shortly indeed were her alTurances fulfilled; and the 
unfortunate fubjedts of Hit^ooftan fcvercly punifhed for the avarice 
of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefe efcaped the danger, 
which his infidious .policy inflided on the people. 

■ • 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee immediately on Intelligence, of the 
vizier's treachery ^rched from Candahar to Lahore, which was 
evacuated on his approadi, ^d purfoed his route to Dhely. 
Ghazee ad Dien, kimwipg himfelf it^pa^ of rehfling fuch an 
enemy, begged forgivenels of his modier in law; and obtaining 
her recommendations to the Shaw, fct out for his camp with a 
few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him foverely for his trea- 
cherous copdud, but confented to pardon hii^, bn promile of 
A. H, 1170. a large contribution from Dhely. To the capital t^ minifter 
A. D. 1756. accompanied him, and, like I^adir Shaw, the conqueror took up 
his refidence in the citadel. The wretched em^rpr Aulutngeer, 
being incapable of refinance^ .adeded to receive him as a royal 
guell. Dhely Was for many d^ys given up to the merdlefs phin^ 
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dcr of the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such wasr their 
cruelty in gratifying it, that nuu.bers of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put themfelve^ to deaths with their women, to efcape uifgrace. 

A whole month palled in terror and alarms. The boufe ot the 
late Kummir ad Dien Khan was plundered, and thofe families 
who had been fortunate enough to elcape the rapacity of Nadir 
Shaw, were now allb involved in ruin. Unfatisfied with the 
wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againll the Jaut raja, 
Soorauje Mul, who polTefied the province of Agra, and dilpatcli- 
cd Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two 
princes of the houfe o^ 'f'iniilr, to raife contributions from the 
Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 

Ghazee ad Dien being arrived at Ferokhabad, Ahmed Khan 
Bungulh, the foubahdar, purchafed hb fafety by a fum of money, 
and joined him with his troops j the minifter intending to purfue 
his march into the territories of the young navob pf Oude, Shujah 
ad Dc'.'. ]ah» who, fufpedting his deligns, had marched with all 
his for-ces to tlie frontier of his country, and .was joined by the •* 
navob Saadoollah Khait, chief of the Rohillas, an alliance tlien 
fubhlling between them.. Ghazee, after trying in vain to de- 
tach Saadoollah from his friend, thought it prudent to fufpend 
hoHilities, and finally -to give over his deligns upon Qude, on 
Shujah’s confenting to pay him an offerin|; of five lacks of rupees 
for the young princes. He halted however at Ferokhabad, being 
unwilling to return to the Afghaun conquerqr without the fums 
he had pi6haifed him. 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who had marched againll the raja 
‘Soorauje Mul, afiter taking Bullumgur, a ftrong fortrefs, and 
inflicting a general maflacre on the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra, 

(a city venerated as holy among the Hindoos, an<j the refoit of 
pilgrims from all parts of the empire) was employed in reducine 
Vot. U. G g Ac 
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Dowlah had been depofed by the alTiftance of the Engliih, and 
Meer-Jaffier fct up in his room. 

ff 

Ghazee ad Dien Khan» difappointed in his attacks on the . 
prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad Dowlah, his 
protestor ; and for this purpofe called in dn army of Mharat- 
tas, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, who invaded his 
country, which he defended againft them for fome months, being 
aliiiled by the navob of Oude and the Rohillas ; when the Mha- 
rattas, at length, agreed for a fum of money 'to grant him peace, 
being called upon to defend theilr newly acquired territories in 
-Lahore, which were threatened with lois by the approach of 
Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, apprehenfive 
of the refentment of that prince for the indignities (hewn to 
Aulumgeer, and the removal of Nujeeb ad Dowlah from the 
poll of ameer al amra conferred upon him by Abdallee, adafli- 
nated his unhappy fovereign 5 and leaving Dhely in pod'eirion of 
the Mharattas, retired to one of the fortrelTes of Raja Soorauje 
. Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave him ’ protedlrion. ’Mphee al 
Sunnut, fon of Kaum Bukhdi, and gnndlon of Aurungzebe, 
was feated on the throne, by the title of " Shaw Jefiaun# and in- 
fulted with the empty name of emperor. 

, 

When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with* 
Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to beftow 
a confiderable trail of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan, 
the general of the late Meer Munnoo, who was at the head of 
a confiderable body of troops. Adeena Beg .accepted his offer, 
and for fome time remained faithful in his employment j but, 
being at length fufpicious of Jehaun Khan’s jntentions towards 
him, he quitted his office, aftd retired to the hills with his fol- 
lowers; where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con- 
jundlion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra- 

wee 
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** Kin? of the world. 
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wee and Suttuliudge. Jehaun Khan fent againft him Moraud 
Khan, who was defeated, and the Durannies driven from feveral 
places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shumflieer Bahadur, and 
Holkjir, had reached, the vicinity of Dhely with an army of Mha- 
rattas, to whom Adeena Beg Khan difpatched frequent invita- 
tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirliind they 
were oppofed by the governor, whom . they defeated and took 
prifoner ; after which they prqeeedcd to Lahore by forced marches. 
Jehaun Khan, after fonae Ikirmifhing, found himfelf unequal 
to defence againft fuch fuperior numbers,^ and' flying with Tiftior 
Shaw in the**greateft haife, • evacuated the country. His retreat 
put the vidtors in poflelfion of the provinces of Lahore and Mul- 
taun ; the former of which they .conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan, 
on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum . of • feventy five 
lacks of rupees, and retreated to Dhely. On the rains approach- 
ing, they • marched back to Dekkan, but left a body of troops 
under Junko, as foubahdar of Ajmere, to protedt their con- 
quefts. 

* • 

The next year, Adeena Beg Khan dying, Junko gave the 

government’ of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be- 
tween the rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Klian, and ap- 
pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refide at Lahore as fou- 
bahdar, who extended his dependancies as far north as*the river 
Attok.. During thefe events, the Mharatta power had fpread 
itfelf in almolf every province of Hindooftan, when Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shujah ad Dowlah united, to pre- 
vent, if poflible,,the total overthrow of Mahummedan exiftence 
in the empire. Nujeeb |ui Dowlah was at this time clofely 
blocked up at Sukkertal ; and though Shujah ad Dowlah had 
in ibme meafure aflilled him, yet the number of the enemy was 
fo fuperior, that there was little profpedt of long holding out 
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againft them. The. Hindoo princes alfo were equally opprefled 
by the Mharattas j who, though of the fame faiths only , left a 
bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. 43oth Mufful- 
mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he 
W'ou\d inarch and aiTume the throne of Dhely, in wliich they 
promifed to fupport him. The AbdaUee, enraged at the feizure 
of Lahore by the Mharattas, W'as rejoiced at the invitation, which 
allured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he refolved to accept it. He advanced^ without delay acrofs the 
Attok, and drove rite Mharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated allb upon his aitivijl. ‘They were joined in their 
flight by Suddeek Beg Khan, the widow oT Adeena Beg, and their 
other renters ; nor did they ftop till they had reached the vicinity 
of Dhely. From Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely. 
Upon intelligence of his approach reaching Duttah Sindia, that 
chief raifed the blockade of Nujeeb ad Dowlah’s camp, without 
hnid'iing a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eigfity thoufand horfe againft Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had eroded the Jumna, on account of the great fcarcity 
of provifions in the high road from lahQte, owing to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered ahd laid, wade 
the country in their flight, in order to retard his purCuit,' and, 
perhaps, oblige him to retreat to hui owq country fix’ want of 
fubddance. He was foon joined by the chied Nujeeb ad Dowlah, 
Saadoollah Khan, Hafiz Rhamut, and Doondee Khan, who fop- 
plied his army with grain and other i^edaries firom their terri- 
tories ead of the Ganges. The Mharattas encamped near Dhely, 
and Ahmed fihaw marched to give them, batth;. Fnr fbine days, 
the Duranny remained hovering round their camp, and dcir- 
mifhing only took place between detached parties on either fide. 
At length Duttah, didreded for provifions, having fiid fent off 
his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a fmall party, determined 
to hazard a battle. With his whole army difinounted, he drew 

up 



up in front of his camp» inviting the Durannies to aftion. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fucceeded, in 
which, at lafr, Duttah and the greatefr part of his troops were 
cut to ^eces. Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after 
the victory, hafrened in purfuit of Junko, and did not quit it 
till he arrived at Narnoul. Here he received intelligence that 
Holkar, who was the Mharatta chief in the Jey pore country, 
liad marched to Soorauje Mul, chief of the Jauts, whom «hc 
endeavoured to prevail upon to join him ; but lie alleged ir^his 
excufe for not complying^ that^he could not fpare troops from 
his garrifons, which he snufr defend againfr the Durannies. Holkar 
upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, * twenty cofs 
to the eallw ard of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had colleifled 
ftores of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw's army, 
hoping to difrrefs him by feizing them j but the Rohillas had 
taken the precaution to move the grain acrofs the Ganges. 
The Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Sh%w Puflund Khan 
with a body of horfe againft Holkar. In the ipace of twenty 
four hours he ‘marched with fifteen thouiand horfe from Nar— • 
noul to DhcIy, the dfftance of "feventy cofs, and only remain- 
ing a* day at that city for refrelhment, crolTcd the Jumna the 
night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, where 
Holkar was encampedi The Mharatta chief was completely fur- 
prized, and had fearce time to make his efcape quite naked, with 
about three hundred foll^ers. The reft of his troops were 
either killed or taken prnoners, and a great plunder fell into the 
hands of the viftors, Ahmed Shaw moved from Narnoul to 
Dhely j and at the approach of the rains crofted tlie Jumna to 
canton at Secundra, for, the convenience of being fupplied with 
provifions, as the country round Dhely, on the weftern bank 
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of the Jumna, had been laid wafte and defolate by his own 
and the enemy’s depredations. 

When, intelligence . of Duttah Sindia’s defeat and death, the 
lofs of Lahore, Dhely, and the overthrow of Holkar, reached 
Dekkan, Suddaflieo Raow, commonly called Bhaow, nephew to 
Ballajee, the pefliwa, and feveral other chiefs of the firft note, 
and an army of fepoys, difeiplinid in the European method, 
artiUery, and an innumerable holl of cavalry, marched to regain 
tfieir pofleffions in Hindooftan. ^ Upon the arrival of this army 
near Agra, Soorauje Mul, the Jaut raja,, was prevailed upon by 
Mulhar and Holkar, who had taken refuge with him, to viiit 
the Bhaow ; and at Muttra, , Ghazee ad Dien Khan with a few 
followers joined them. 

m 

A. 11.1173. Suddaftieo Bhaow, as the rapidity and depth of the Jumna 
A. D. 1 759. would not perniit him to crofs and attack the Uuranny Shaw, 
marched to Dhely, which he entered, and immediately com* 

, ‘.menced an aflault upon the palace. One attack was made at 
the lion baftion, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkar and 
Junko endeavoured to force the gate, but in vain. Af length, 
five hundred men with matchlocks, under Eetul Raow, fcalcd 
the wall§ near the lion bailion, and forced their way .to the doors 
of the royal haram. Some Durannics now ruflied from Selcem- 
ghur, and by a volley laid ‘twelve o^the afiailants dead; which 
fo alarmed the refV, tliat they in me greateft diforder turned 
their backs, and threw thcmfclves over the walls. The Mha- 
ratta chiefs then retired to the palace of SaadoqUah Khan. They 
eredted batteries in different places, and Ibrahim Khan Gardee, 
who commanded the difeiplined fepoys and artillery, brought * 
three pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of 
the Jumna, with which he battered the lion bailion, the ofta- 
gonal tower^ and the royal haram. Great, part of the private 
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audience hall, and other apartments were damaged, and the 
unfortunate confined princes and princefies thrown into terror 
and confufion.. For fome days cannonading continued; at the 
end of which, Yacoob Ali Khan, the Duranny governor, find- 
ing provifions fidl fiiort, and feeing that no alTifiance could 
reach him fi'om Ahmed Shaw, on account of t.he fulnefs of the 
Jumna, propofed to furrender the palace, on condition of being 
allowed to march out unmole^led, with his fidlowm and ef- 
feds. His ^ffer was complied with ; and, evacuating the forf, 
he eroded the Jumna in ooats with his garrifon, and proceeded 
to the camp M Ahmed Sha^. • The fihaow gave the com- 
mand of the garrifon td Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diftindtion. 
The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to afpire at the 
empire of Hindooftan, was low and mean in his adlions. He 
t»oke down the ceiling of the grand hall of audience, which 
was of filver, and melted it for ccan. The 'gold and filver plate 
at the tombs of * Nizam ad Dien Ouleah, and dipfe at the fe- 
pulchres of the emperors, as ceniers, lamps, afid candleilicks, 
he alfo ieized j and was guilty of every plunder expreilive of a 
little mind. He had the impradence to remain at Dheiy, though 
the utmoll foarcity*of provifions prevailed, owing to the country 
adjacent having been the feene of war Cot f^ur years fuceef* 
fively. Towards the conclufion of the rains, he marched out 
•to plunder the little cultivation which had taken phuft. On 
the twenty ninth of Sufiir he placed Shaw * Jewan Bukht, Ion 
of Alee Gohur Shaw Auftim, on the dirone, and appoint- 
ed Shujah ad Dowlah his vizier, Co whom firmauns were fent, 
VoL. 11. H h • in 

* A cdefirated Mahommedan liiint. 

, * The fame princf, who, in the year 17S4, made bis efcape from Dheiy, 
and threw himfelf on the protefiton of Mr. Hafrings; who, by his influence 
v<ith the vizier, obtained for hhn an allowance of forty thoufand pounds per 
annum. On his death a liberal (hare of this penflon was* continued to his 
women and friin^, who yet itfide at Banaras, under the Englillt proteflion. 


A. H. 1174. 
A.D. 1760. 
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in hopes that this meaihre would, breed didention between him 
and Ahmed Shaw AbdaUee^ Haring left Naroo Sunker in 
Dhely to command the 'garri&m he at length .marched with 
his army to Gui^eporah* where Abd al Summud Khan, Nuja- 
but Kh^» and I^tuib Khan, with the zemindars of the coun* 
try, were fUtkmed to procure gmin for the Duranny camp. He 
laid fiege to the fort, which fell, ini a few days, and the phiefe 
were all dain in the ftorm. . , ' 

^ 

_ 9 

• The Duranny Shaw# ^immediately upon receiving intelligence 
of thi» event, though the liver Jumna' was not 'yet iafeiy fbr- 
ctahlc«.gaye oodesrs for march, and iwaltn with his army acrofs 
the river at Phkput near 'Dhely, though not without the lofs 
of many men, whq <were drowned in the attempt ; which, how- 
ever, fo ailonifhfld the Bhaow, who had marched to plunder 
the town of Sklund, that he' gave up the neiiga, and returned 
with precipitation to Panniput. He had with him one hun- 
dred and forty ^ thoufand h(^, comnaandcd by the moll cele- 
brated and veteran .Mharatta chiefs, betides his corps of fepoys 
and artilleiy; but, with this .great force, not thinking hunfelf 
equal to eog^ the Abdaiiee, he entrenched himfelf on a plain 
to the north of.4Paanip(U. The CHiranny army loon arrived 
near him, and Ahmed Shaw fent out parties to prevent grain 
from pading to his camp. Daily fkirmitiies took place be- 
tween bodies from both armies. At lengthy Ahmed Shaw tind- 
ing that nothing would ferce the JMharattas tiom tbeif camp, 
refelved upon an atiault. Jehaun Khan. Putiiind Khan, and 
Nujeeb ad Dowhih, formed* the vaft, and were fbUowed by the 
other Indian chiefe. The Mharattas on. their approach drew 
out at a little dilUnce in front of their lines. The a<9ion be- 
gan with much fray at twaltre ok;iock, and continued doubt- 
fril ^rith great ‘ flai^hter til) near twilfght, when the Rohilla 

• infentry 
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infuitiy of Nujeeb ad Dowlah £wced ' their way into die ene^ 
my’s works, and Bulwtttit Raow, a near relatim to the Bhaow, 
was killed, with a great number of men; bat night coming 
on, Ahmed Shaw oidered a retreat, and the ftniggle ceafed. 
Famine and Bckneis ' raged in die Mharatta camp, and num- 
bers died every day ; but they ftUl held out, in hopes of being 
ihordy fupplied with provihons by Gtwind Pundit, the chief of 
Etawa and Korah, who had been colle&ing grain and money, 
which he had brought as far as Sbawdirruk near Dhely, with 
an efcort of ten thouiand horfe,; intending to march up on the* 
fide of the Jumna oppofite the *^w’s camp, and by degrees 
join his friends. Ahm^ ,Shaw had intelHgehce of his motions, 
and lent Atta Beg Duranny, with five jhoufand horle, to inter- 
cept himt This chief eroded the Jumna,- and in two days by 
jfoiced marches reached Shawdirruk, where ^fae fiirprined and put 
to death the deputy of Naroo Sunker, and all lus people. 
From thence he advanced to Ghasee-.^ Dien Nuggur, and 
cut off a par^ of the enemy at that plaoow He* then haftened 
to Jellallab^, where Govind Pundit had arrived with his con- 
voy the fame day. He was completely furprized, and his fol- 
lowers mofilyv fled.* *fhofe who reflfted were cut to pieces, 
with liimlelf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with 
the head of Govind Pundit, was conduced to Ahmed Shaw; 
•who by diis' 'ftroke completed the blockade of the Mharatta 
camp beyond relief. The enemy’s flatioh was now rendered in* 
tolerable * by filth of every kind, numbers dying every day of 
famine and ficknefi. The chiefi held a oonfidtation, and agreed, 
that as by remaining in entrenchmeott they mufl peiiffi with 
dileafe and hunger, ’ it was better to hazard a battle, and, if 
defeated, fly so Dek^n. T!:tty marched out of their camp, 
and advanced, with their attiUeiy in fient, towards the army 
of the^ Shaw^ was ^Krepared for flieir reception, and per- 

H h 2 • mitted 
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mitted them to move 4 oonfidemble diftance their worJu. 
At length the Afg^amcft rnOied' upon them with fuch fury, eg 
not to give them time to uTe i^ir caniton. Ijittle reh^nce 
vtas made# as the ' ^ Bhao# > teas killed almoft on die onfet, 
whkh hml' an immedkto effed .on his troops, who iell into 
confiifion. Junko and many other chie& of note fell, and the 
route became general. Ibrahim Khan Gardec with his fepoys 
made ,fome fland, but were oeerpo#ered, and cut to pieces. 
I'he field fioated with the blood of ,the numerous flain. Two 
odd twenty thoufiuid men and' women were taken prifoners, 
and the plunder of the Mharatta. camp exceeded* all valuation. 
A great train of artiUeiy, fifty thousand horfes, two hundred 
thoufiind cattle, fevertl thOufand camels, and five hundred ele- 
phants, formed a part of this vaft capture. But this *was not 
all the lofs of the enemy; £cx thofe who had efcaped fiom 
the hands of the Durannics were moftly put to death in the 
villages, where they had hoped to find refuge; and of the 
chiefs of any rank, only three, among whom was Holkar Mul- 
har, ft)Und their way to DekkaA. In that countty the in- 
telligence of the defeat ipread an dniv^riid oonftcrnation, and 
threw the Mharatta Bates into a confiifion, from vrhich,. had the 
princes of Hindooftan followed the blow by a unity of odtion 
among themfelves, they never could have recovered. But the 
nobles bf Hindooftan had no fooner Vid themfelves of this 
general enemy, than their aaifeofities revived againft each other. 
The Duranny Shaw after his viftoiy marched to Dhely, where 
he continued ibme months. Aefere hk’ departure,- he acknow- 
ledged Shaw Aulum as emperor nf HhMjooftan, and com- 
manded 

• Several pretenders have fidca ftarted ap, calfing thenlelves the Bhaow. 
In 1779 one appeared at Banaras, and began to levy troops and nife diltob. 
antes in the city ; upon which he was feixed, and confined in the Inglifii 
gamfi» of Qbunat, from whence he was releafed by Mr. Hafiings in jySa, 
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S^ujah ad DowUh and the other chaeft to fubmit to 
his authority, r Sultan |e«an Bukht was coatinuod on the 
throne as regent, tiU his lather, then in Bengal Ihould re- 
turn to Dhely> and -Kijeeb' ad Dowlah was eptrufted with 
the care of the ciiy and imtedioa of the royal hunily. 


SHAW 
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dHUJAH ad Dowlah having received dw khelaut of the 
Vizarut fiom Aulum. w^o wa^ on his mai;^h horn Patna# 
ivhere he had acknowledged by* the *£nglilh> and the 
navob Me^ ^oiSiin Khan# haftened to receive him on the 
confines of Hs prc^rince# at the river Carumnafia. From thence 
the emperor and vizier marched into Bondelcund# and feized 
feveral diftrids fiK>m die Mbarattas, not yet recovered from 
their late defeat. .At the conclufion of this campaign# Meer 
Caufim having, been expelled from Bengal by die Englidi# 
threw himfelf on die protedion of the vizier# who agreed to 
afiift him in the recoveity of his territories# when the* events 
followed which are related in^the acCl9un6 of the afilairs of 
B6 i^]# following diis hifio^. 

Nujeeb ad Dpwlah# on the departvre* of Ahmed ^w Ab« . 
dallcc# fleing in pofleflion of phely# vm fhordy after attacked 
by Soorauje Muh raja of ^ Jauts# who had already extended 
his authority over the capital of Agra and its dependancies i but 
the raja^ being iQain# as he was imprudendy riding out with a* 
thin attendance ^ too near the enemy’s line# his army fled# and the 
ameer al amra. ' obtained an almoft hloodlcft vidloiy. He was 
however fhordy after attacked by Jowahir Mul/ the fbn and fuc^ ' 

cefibr 

• A psrtieilar account of thk, ami other , tnnftaions of Shaw Aulum in 
ficn^ will be fisen in the hiftory of that province# in thit voliune. 
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ceilbr of Sooranje Mol, when Dheiy fulSeFed the hardfhips of a 
liege for ibrty two days j at the expiration of which* Nujceb ad 
Dowlah obtained a peace by making fome conceffions to the young 
raja. From this time he '’govern^ Ohdly* an(|^the few diftridh 
yet in poiileinon of the rc^ family* with moderation and juftice* 
till his death; when he was fucceedod in his dominions by his 
fon Zabtah Khan* who continued to proted the royal family ; die 
emperor Shaw Aulum reMng auAleabad* with the Englilh. 

e ^ 

Shaw Aulum it length growing weajty of 1 ^ retirement ;2t*A.H. 1185. 
Aleabad* and .binding* after repeated applicationsIWiat he could A. D. 1771. 
not obtain the alliftance of the EngUlh to put him in pofteftion 
of Dheiy, over which he had only a nominal authori^* or to 
extend Us real power beyond the limits of the two ftnall pro> 
vinces of Aleabad and Korah* relblved to quit their protedion, 
and call in the Mharattas to elcort him to the capital of the 
empire* near which a conftderable army was encamped. To this 
refolution he was urged on by Hufham ad Dowlah* his favourite, 
who hoped to acquire die fble adminiftradon of the royal aftairs* 
fhould the emperor leave Aleabad* qy|iere his power was con* 
trouled by Mo/ieer ad Dowlah* an old minifter* who enjoyed the 
confidence and fupport of the Englifh* and with juflice* as a re* 
fpedable charader* the ftivourite being a weak man* and known 
chiefly as the’ pander of the loofer pleafures of his royal tnafter. 

The vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah* though apparendy againft the 
meafure* yet privately encouraged Hu^atn ad ‘Pow|w to perfiiade 
the emperor to march* and even gave him a of money, as 
a proof of his friendfhip ; for he regarded the pgsfence of Shaw 
Aulum widi the Englilh, as a bar to w fuceefe of plans in which 
he required their aflSilance* Moneer ad Dowlah, who was well 
acquainted vrith the character of the Mharattas, and fbrefaw that 
hb mailer virould in the end fall a prey to their tre?cheiy, en* 
deavoured* w vain* to perfuade him agamft giving up the 

* com* 
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comfortable afylum of Aleabad* and the folid revenue* he etijoy- 
ed j(r(mi the Engliih prptedion» for the acquliition of a defokt^ 
capital. The preiidcncy of Calcutta alfo remonftrated ; but Shavir 
Aulum was deteiijpiined. He marched from Aleabad, and was 
accompanied as for as the foontiers of Korah by the vizier and 
Sir Robert Barker, commfuder in chief of the EngUih forces. 
The lattM*, at taking leave, renewed his advice that his Majefty 
would remain with his nation; but Shaw Aulum was impatient 
to fee himfelf enthron^ in the palace of his anceftors. He moved 
woewards to F^khat^, die navob of which, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
guth, being Irnky dead, hk eftates and cffedls, according to the 
ufage of the empire, had reverted to. the crown. His fon and 
fuccedbr, Muzzu^ Jtu)g» on the payment of five lacks of rupees, 
as a compofition for the royal demand, was confirmed in the pof- 
feffions of his fother. Shaw Aulum now had a fefpedtable trea- 
fuiy, having made confiderable fovings from the revenue paid him 
by the EnglUh, and alfo obtained an advance of twenty two lacks 
of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tribute for the enfuing year, 
foom the vizier and Moneer ad Dowlah. His army> though fmall, 
was well appointed ; and had two ba^lions of fepoys,’ which 
had been difoiplined by *£ngliniofoc6rs. 

. After 

t 

* Th^. officer* were r em o ve d on die nuntb of Sfiaw Anlum. 'Different opini* 
on* have i»«vailed on the policy or impolicy of the Englilh not joining the 
emperor. Had they accompanied him with a brigade, tbor conqueAs would 
doobtlefa have been fplendid; bnt to preferve them they muft have inevitably 
taken the lead in all public affair*. To feme mtive ntfetes changes muft have 
occurred from that very ciraumftance, and the Council of <3eiigal knew they would 
have been km^y reippcrented to our countrymen as ai^* ot barbarity in the ftig- 
matised fervanis of the company. My countrymen, compan impartially our con. i 
duA in the affair* of Bengal, with tliat of the native vigors ; and let the preju. 
dice* excited by interefted, abaftwt, and, peihaps, enviou* cfoquencr, give place to 
the proper feennpt of Enyldbrnen, on dilcovering that the honour of our coimtry 
ha* not been luUied by, Bnglifhmen in India. At hom^ you have feen falfe 
patriot* daily, Believe mc^ we are not fb treacbmwi* in India*. PoSetity ydli 
do ue joftkck . 
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After a ftay of nearly two months in the vicinity of Ferok- 
habad, the emperor moved to Kobby Gunge, twenty five cols 
nearer Dhely/ where was joined by Sindia* a Mharatta 
chief, who came' to fistUe the terms of fervice, and to efcort 
him to the can^ of his principal Bifiajee, then encamped near 
Phely* Moneer ad Ddwi^ ‘hid been left in charge of the 
provinces of Aleabad and Korahj £b that Huihain ad 'Dowlah 
had now att^ed his wilhed ft>r office of a^ing minifter. He 
agreed to pay the Mhamttas lacks of rupees, when ffie 
emperor, Ihould be put in polTeffion of Dhely ; l||at they infilled 
upon the fum in advarce jl v/hich, after much negotiation was 
given them, and they performed the conditions. About the lat- , 
ter end of December 1771, Shaw Aulom made his entry into 
Dhely, and received the congratulalions of his ftnuly, and the 
inhabitants .of the ancient capital of ‘Hindooftan. 

The emperor'f ftay in Dhely was but Ihort. He had re- 
iblved on the ruin of Zabtah Khan, for yvhich many reafons 
are affigned. He had, it was laid, l^cn deficient in refpeft 
to the royal authority while Shavil' AulvtU refided at Alea> 
bad; and it was alfo whtfpered, that during his command in 
the palace of Dhely, he had abated his trull, hy corrupting 
the ladies of the haram, pastsculariy the prmcels Khi^oonifta, 

'' the emperor’s filler; a condu^ certainly deferving (he royal dif- 
pleafure. Whatever were the caulhs, ShaW Aulum had deter* 
mined to fci?e his territories, and the t,Mhjm|ttas readily agre^ 
to affift him, oot only ftom the hope of plunder, but of gra^ 
tifying ffieir rOvenge for the lolles they had lufierod ftom 
Nujeep ad Dowlafi; to Whole roarage the vidoiy of Shaw 
* Ahmed Abdallee, at Fanniput had been greatly owing. 

4 * 

Shaw Anitm fftarched again in lamnuy 1772, not more 
dian twenty days after his arrival at* Dhely, with an army of 
VoL. n. I i ninety 
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ninety thoufand men, cliiefiy Mharattd cavalry, and Vrithout 
delay entered the Zabtah Khan; who> unable to 

refift fuch a force in the deld, evacuated his capital of Ohole 
Ghur, which was plundered/ and fled acrois the Ganges, hoping 
to defend his territories on the ealtem baiHc of that river, 
jvhich he trufled would impede the royal progrefs. He flationed 
trobps at the difl^nt fords ; but this ftep weakened his 
main body, and was the caufe of his dcftru( 5 tion. - JNujcef Khan 
gallantly cfofled the river, and dilpeifed the tro^s, at one of 
the flations, when he was followed by the chief part of the 
Mharatta army ; after which Zabtah" Khan made' but little re- 
flllanoe. He fled ee Tdttergur, where he had depofited his 
women ^and treafurea, but was ib clofely purfued, that he had 
not time to remove them. This place furrendcrcd after a few 

days’ liege, and his family and eflfedb fell into the hands of 

the enemy; but Zabtah Khan, with a few attendants, made 
his efcape to the camp of the vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, who 
was advanced to Shawabad, the frontier cky of his dominions, 
c to watch the motions of the Mharattas, attended allb by Sir 
Robert Barker, with four battalions of fcpoyc, and fome officers 
appointed to difcipline foe vizier’s regular battalions. The^'lirll; 
brigade, under Colonel Champion, had alfo marched as far as 
Banaras, to be ready 'to join the vizier in cafe .of necefllty. 
The dry feafon was fpent by foe f03«il army in reducing the' 
remainder of Zabtah Khan’s poflelfions and part of Rohilcund, 

the chiefs of which fled for refuge to the hilb adjacent, and 

the principal one, Hafiz Rhamut, repaired to foe camp of Shu- 
jah ad Dowlah to purchafe his jirotefUon. • 

At foe approach 'of foe rains, foe Mharattas preiled the 
emperor to canton' at Burrdify', the capital of Hafiz Rhamut’s 
coniitiy# promifing, 'at the' conclufion, to reduce all Rohilcund 
to foe royal aufooriQr, and even to attack Shujah ad Dowlah 

• ** and 
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and the Engliihi bui Shaw Aolom abiblutely declined molefl:. 
ing the vizier or his aUins^ and inhfted on returning to Dhely ; 
to whichi muCli againll dietr wills* they at length confenteA 

% 

This cafnpai|ti ended veiy litde to the iatisfaftion of tlie 
emperor, for the Mharattas paid him but httle refpedt, and 
alloW^ him icarce any ihare of the plunder or territory ac- 
quired by the war. They alib reftored to Zabtah Khan hi$ 
women and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru- 
pees, which was generoully advanced him by Shuj£h ad Dowlah* * 

• . * 

Shaw Aulum, upon his return to Dhely, rewarded ‘the fer- 
vices'of hh general Nujeef Khan,, by the gifl of fome diftrids 
which had been abandoned .by Zabtah Khan; and eftabliihed 
other chiefs in Sarungpore and other pergunnahs taken in the 
campaign, « which had been left to the royal difpofal by the 
Mharattas, who pafled the rainy feafbn in the province of Agra, 
in endeavouring to reduce the Jauts to pay^'them the choute 
tribute. 

• • 

At . the cdnclufion of the rains, the afiairs of the emperor 
alTurndd a gloomy afpe£t. His treacherous allies, the Mharattas, 
whofe 'only .objedt was prefenl; gain, having drained Shaw 
^Aulum’s treafury, agreed, for a fom of money, to rel^ore to 
Zabtah Khan the country, for which they had been amply paid 
by the fovereign, and to give back to t^ jiuts fome dHlric^s 
which had been reiigned to 'the emperor his fird arrival at 
Dhely. They infolently ilTued their orders to the royal otficers 
to evacuate foeir ftations; and tfiey were obliged to fubmit to 
fuperior force; fp that in 'a few weeks the unhappy Shaw 
Aulum found himfolf without any teiritory but the ruined 
capital of Dhely, all behdes being fold back into thofe very 
haiKls .whic|b had held them previous to his conne<^*ons with the 

1 i 2 Mharattas 
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MhftRittas. The uahftppir monarch' itow ex^ienced. not only 
' loTs of territoty* bot pedbail indignity irom his own troope; 
who» etipelled' ln>m on which tfa^ had alSgn-» 

menta for their pay, croWded to Dl^Iy, and began to be cla-. 
moroua fye thek* ahnars. The emperor' had ed^iended his ready 
mon^ on the Mharattae, the caafen of his diftreh. The 
minlfler, Hudram ad Dowlah, inAead cif attempting m^pafures 
fo aUeviate the fudeiings oT his mailer, endearoored to turn 
them to his own advantage, by makiilg them Ihe ioifarument 
'of ruining Nu|eef Khan, of x^ofe. ^wing divour at court he 
was become jeakus. The rp^* troops were nx(5iUy diibanded, 
on pretence ^t there was no money' fl> pay them, and Nu> 
jccf Khan's coips among the reft. The Mharattas were pri- 
vately invited by the miniAer to Dhdy.’ ‘ Nujeef Khan, how- 
ever, was' fo beloved* by his people, who regarded him as of 
fortunate aufpiccft, "that they would not leave him, trailing to 
happier times for a reward] and many of the chiefs diimifled 
by the miniiler ’dlabraced his Airtunes. Nujeef Khan in vain 
endeavoured to -perAn^de the emperor to dlibfirfe money from 
his privy purfe,. and levy troopil to present ^thc Mharattas from 
entering Dhely, as the ^y meahs to avert his ruin j but Shaw 
Aulum, havmg ib ' recenify expdtfenced treachery, would not 
confide in 1dm, and refoly^ to ptiA to> chance for the decifion 
of his fate. 'He was at the Aom time inclined to hope, from' 
the perfuafions of Huiham ad Do’wlah, that the march of the 
Mharattas was not with dfsfigns to the royal power. 

J e* 

At length, the, Mharatta arepy, with the Jauts and Rohil- 
las under Zabtah Khan, arrived neat Dhely, and Shaw Aulum, 
when too late, repented of his negltifl of Nujeef Khlfti who 
was now requefted to eudmvour to lave the 'city. Negotiation 
was in vain,, as the enemy demanded the controul of the em- 
peror’s perfon and die garrilbn of the palace. Nujeef Khan rc- 

folved 
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faked to <^poie Of the royal troops there only remained 

tUh two regular batttlkMia of fe{k>y8 daicipline(f by the ^glifh, 
and two oth^ armed with ixndquets. Nujeef Kban had a body 
of five thoufirnd horiie, and a finaE jMuiy of French* who had 
lately tjuitted #e the JatRs. With diis force* but ill 

fttpplted with anuimnitiod* '’he marched put of the ciQr* and took 
poft at about two miles dilUnt from it* having the river Jumna 
on his left* and^on hh right*the j(dd citadel* His rear was de- 
fended by the a^eiy of the ciQr walls* The Mharattas m^e 
a general attack* ahroft as fbon as he had fbcrned hh line* *'and 
were repuKed with lo^j^'bur NujeefKhaa imprudently purfuuig 
the enemy^ was drawn $om hk advanugeous pofition* when they^ 
rallied* and furremnded himfidth fb fuperior a body of Qivaliy** 
as turned the fortune of the day. Nuj^ Khan efcaped w^h 
great difiieul^, after the loft pf fbyeralof bk befk officers and a 
near relation, to the two difeiplinad batjtahons, who nobly flood 
their ground. The French had rafidy quitted dieir poll in pur- 
fuit* and, after much loft* with fibe greateft difficulty attained a 
fhelter under, the walls of the old citadel* Ihe two battahons 
fuflained repeated cfi^gcs tUl night* when the enemy retired ; 
and J^ujeef Khan* grown indiffinrent to lift* was with force, by 
his 'friends caified .into Dhefy. He* had, attempted ftveral times 
to rulh fingly op thq enemy and court hif deafib* It was ftid, 
that this defeat was owing to die treacheiy of f^ufhamT ad Dow- 
lah, who had allowed the Mharattas to* paft uomolefted under 
the walls of the city** in ^e rpar of l^uje^Khan* It is certain 
that the minifter was not difpleaftd at ffie loft of bis rival. 

i ^ 4 * * \ 

The emperor was, obliged to throw himfelf on the mercy 
of his enemies*. ^bnie days fpen^^ in negotiation* the Mha- 
lattas . encamped'^Ttearer the ci^* and their chiejTs* fiifiajee and 
Holkar, withyZabtah Khan* efcortcd by a large body of troops, 
made a triumphant cntiy into the palace, to Vifit his majefty. 

They 
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Thpy advanced upon iJbeir elephants to the gate of the puhjic 
hall of audience/ a privilege allowed only to the imperial 6- 
mily. Their followers filled the various courts of the palace. 
Th^ even attempted to penetrate the female apartments* and 
were prevented only b3f the. in^cate utindic^ of 4)e pafiages from 
molefting the women* and addit]|g ^e wotfl di^ace to j&Uen 
royal^. At the gate of the hall of aodience the chiefs con- 
d^ended to ali^t* and to make ehe cufiom^ obeifances ; but 
the unfortunate emperor was obliged*, ^t the mpiC time* to de- 
feedd from his throhe* and fit on a fmall carpet to receive them. 
Bifiajee and Holkar* afier .fbme*, hjterval* helped him to re-af- 
cend bis throne j which he may he fi4d now to have received 
'iirom their hands. The whole of thfi interview pafied in the mofi 
humiliating condefeenfions of the emp^hir* and the ^reatefi in- 
. folence on the part of the Mharattas.. 

After this vilit* Hufham ad Dowlah having laid the blame of 
refifiance on Nujeef Khan* and divided a lack of rupees between 
^ the two Mharatta chiefi* they, for this trifiing fum, agreed to cx> 

' pel his rival from Dhely. A m^fiage in the royal name was fent 
to Nujeef Khan, commanding hinj to pay monc^ received on the 
emperor's account^ during the lafi campaign in Kohilcund. 'Nu- 
jeef Khan alleged truly* that he had expended the fum demanded* 
about * eighty thou^d rupees* on his troops i but hiS plea was 
not accepted* and .he was threatened with force. By pledging 
fome jewels* plate* and the contribution^ of firiends, he* mfide 
Ihift to raife the money, which he paid t l>ut hiS danger did not 
end here. He was peiemptorily comnumded to quit the city* and 
threatened with force if he did not comply. * 

a 

Nujeef 
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* Nujecf Ehan^'wif .now reduced to the Uft extremity. He 
faw that his deftm&ion would fiitisfy the minifter, 

and was wi^out’'Mu>iS^ fix his daily fupport j tot courage* in 
ioch diftrels* did not ftoiake him or his hiends. They colledled 
their 'wombn and cMldren jbito the <}uarter furrounding his palace, 
re&lving, if forced, tcf fa^e their honour, by putting t^cm to 
death, and then feek their own by rufhing on the enemy. Bar* 
ricadops were formed at the dlderent avenues, defended by artil- 
lery. The (^uarttf was fvrrounded by the minifter’s troops ; who, 
however, were too cowardly to make an attack. Iiu(ham*ad 
Dowkh had then reconyfe* to.* the Mharattas ; but they refufed 
fending troops into the .city, left it ftibuld occafton a general^ 
madacre and pillage. Upon this refufal, the mitiifter obtained 
from the emperor, (who w^s inexcufable in granting h,) a letter, 
written in his own hand, begging their aftiftance* tot in vain » the 
gallant, behavbur of Nujeef Khan having ralfed fentiments of 
admiration and compaftion in the bitaft of their^ chiefs. Holkar 
difpatched to him his nephdw, with ^lemn affurances of fafety and 
protedion, if he* would quit Dhely and come to his camp. Nujeef, 
Khan accepted hisj ofFor ; but rcfblved to obtain, if poffible, 
the emperor’s diiiniftion fiom ht$ own mouth. His progreft to 
the p'alace was conduced with a fblcmnity* which evidently proved 
the love and reverence .his follower^bore him. He was mounted 
^ on horfeback; and proceeded flowly through the ftreetsr*guarded 
by his dependants to the number of ibme thdukuds, on foot, with 
drawn ifiibrcs, and loaded pieces,. exclaim^ at intervals, agreeably 
to tbe'i’eriian cuftom at the great rdourning on the anniverfkry 
of the maflacre of their Imaunas', ** Ya HodiTein, Ya Houflein,” 
with doleful cries. On his ‘arrival at the gate of the palace, he 
• fent a requeft fo!i an interview with the. emperor j but it was re- 
fufed $ nor indeea would it have been prudent or fafe to grant it, 
in the prefent difpofttion of the- injured (Chief and his followers. 
From the palace he marched in the tone folemn 'manner to the 

Mharatta 
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Mhafatta camp, where he was politely received fay tlolkaiv who, 
on hearing that he liad not fasten for fome tinie for want of ne> 

' ceffaries, fitpplied him widi a fum of money. After fomc con- 
verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city ; from whence, after 
three days, he departed, with his ftmily and followers, and was 
received into the fervice of Holkar. at a fiary of * fix thoufand 
rupees a day for himfelf and his corps. 

, ' ♦ 

The Mharattas, now obliged die enipt^ to confer on Tlabtah 
Khan the rank of ameer al amra. and to reftore him the grant 
of almoft all the dlftrifts. of which he^Had only*a few months 
befi>re been 'deprived by their affiftance. The Jauts were allb 
reinftated in thek poibflions. and the Mharattas took to themfelves 
an extenfive and fertile traft. lying between the Ganges and Jum- 
na rivers; fo that Shaw Aulum Was left almoft dcftituteof re- 
venue. He was " alfo forccA to make presents, and afiign over by 
grant the provinces of Ateafaad and Korah to his rapacious allies j 
which, however, they dared not at pvefcnt attempt to occupy, 
through fitar of the Eng^ifii/ who fiipported the* royal governor, 

MoJleer ad Dowkh. . . 

^ • 

• e 

A. D. 1773. The Mharattas having plundered Dhcly, marched into Rohil- 
cund i but .their progrefe wW^ierrapted by the arrival of Shujah 
ad Dowlah and an Englifti ^gade to the affiftance of the Ro- < 
hUlas. After pliind([|||g . the northern parts* on the appearance of 
the allied army, they retrcaltcd acrofi the Ganges, from the bank 
of which tlKy fired a tew* {hot on the Engliih line j but their 
cannon being {bon difinountcd by the enemy's ^re, they retreated 
towards the Jumna, and Ihordy after returned to Dekkan, where 
feme difientions in thdP own goveAuhent called ibr the prefence 
of their chiefr. It is psobafahV that tluy had long before refolved 

on 
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SHAW AULUM THE SECOND. 


257 


on a retreat 'to thetr owp countiy, and that the neceffity of it 
haftened their treachferous condud to the emperor j being willing 
to obtain what they couldi from the territories which they were 
obliged to quit. ^ . * 

Nujeef Khan had, on the n6ar approach of the allied army, 
taken the. opportunity of quitting the ^vice of Hoikar, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him with 
great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy in the office of vizier, 

* and fent him back to Dhely, with the moil eamell recummenda* 
tioQS to the eodperor to employ him in the room of iiuiham ad 
Dowlah ; and *this advice was alio leconded by Sir Robert Barker. 
The vizier now retimied into his own domtniqns, where the Eng- * 
liih army alfo cantoned. * 

Nujeef Khan, on his anival^at was received with the 

warmeft caredes by the emperor, hpw .much diigaffied with and 
weary of the conduct of his minifter, who had not onty occa- 
lioned his liiffiirings &om the Mharattas, but had alio broken 
his promile of redeemii^ Ibme valuable jewels, which bad. been 
intruded . to him td pledge during his neceffities. Nujeof Khan 
offered not only * to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of 
the royal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the ininii* 
«dlcr into his hands. Shaw Aulum adented ; and the ^llen fa- 
vourite being feized, his effects were confifeated, to the amount 
* of * ten lacks of nipees, little more than a fifth part of which, 
however, was paid to the emperor, die reft being withheld by 

Nujeef Khan. , 

♦ 

' • Huffiam ad Dowlah bad 'liien to power from a menial fitua- 
tion not by merit or diftinguilhed abilities, but by making infa- 
VoL. II, . ' K k mous 
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toous ufc of his maker’s foibles* in orocufing.beaatiful women 
fbr his 'pleafures. He was without e^catioh* and unable to read 
or write. His infolence in ofice was diigufting to all. During 
his adminiibaticm he was feand and detefted $ and his fall was re* 
joiced at li^ all ranks. He remained in clofe confinement nearly 
two years* when Nujeef Khan not only fct him^ at liberty, but 
albtted him a liberal penfion for his iupport in private life ; in 
which, he has fince* remained undiftinguifh^. « 

* ‘ Nujeef Khan was 4U)W appointed fecond bukhihi, and, at his 
rebommendation, Abdulahud Khan, hisrf^nd, third|,^whom he |pft 
to manage affairs with the emperor, while he himfelf engaged 
in an expedition agoinff the Jauts, over whom* he was fuccefsful 
in a general m^on. His army coAfiffed of three of the ro3ral bat- 
talions, ' three ^oufimd Rohilla irre^lar infandy, and about eight 
thoufiuid ho^’ under various advei^rers. It was ffipulated, that 
he ihcxold retain half the conquered diffrids for the fupport of his 
digni^asd troops, and refign the other to the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repoffeffion of fome diffn^ts.in the vicinity of 
Phely, and his affms began to wear a tolerable afpedt. 

* ■ 

Shujah ad Dowlah, was how advaftced to Etawa, from whence 
he had driven the MQiaratta garrifon, with a confiderablc army, 
and was waiting the arrival of. an Engliih* brigade, to proceed on. 
an expedition againff the Eohillas, who'had failed in their engage- 
ments .to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his protedion of their 
country tlie laff year. Here he was vifited by Nujeef Khari, who 
had reduced the city of Agra from the Jauts, and it was agreed, 
that he fhould invade the Rohillas on one fiife, while the vizier 
and his allies advanced on the otiibr. This point being fettled,. 
Nujeef Khan repaired to Phely. - 


Shujah 
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Shujah ad Dowlah Jbad difpatcbed his minifter Eeruch Khan 
to the capital* in die beginning of February* to negotiate with the 
emperor. The nMoiiler arrived at court with .a coniiderable force 
and a large fum of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal 
officers* and with the other bribed largely. He propofed to the 
emperor to take the 'field and join in the attack of the Rohillas ; 
on which condition* the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
• two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation* * ten thouland 
rupees every marching day, and • five thoufand each halting day. 
He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the rdyal 
di|pofal* when he thould havo paid his engagements with ffie 
Englilh for their aliiftaude. 

The emperor at firft gave his afient ; but his inclinadons were 
agabft aggrandizing his viuer at the expenfe of the Rcffiillas* 
whom* it is laid, he informH of the dofigns againft them. He 
was, however* prevailed upon to march a Ihort* diftanbe, and 
eroding the Jumna* encamp^ at Shawdirruk* on Ihceaftem bank, 
pretending to join Shujah ad DowJah* who was now advanced to 
Cody Gunge* within an hundred miles of Hhely. ‘Upon his en- * 
tering the camp* he received the two lacks of rupees ftipulatcd, 
and alfo * fei^enty fiile thouftind during his ftiort ftay in the field ; 
but fuddenly feigning fevere illnefs, he returned to the palace, and 
^ his further niarch was laid afide. Eeruch Khan, howevCr, by Ifis 
money, threats, and promifes, though he could not draw the em- 
peror to' join in the campaign* obtained grants for the vizier of all 
the Rohilla country, Kinjic^e* and Etawa j allb of the provinces 
of Kprah and Akabad, of which he had already received poflef- 
‘ . K k 2 ' fion 

* ■ Twenty thoorand pounds. 

i> One thoufand pduiuls. 

* >ive hundred pounds, 

* Seven thoufand five hundred pounds. 
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fion froto the Engliih s who,^ as tfh^ had in fk6J: prtKUted them 
for Shaw Aulum, thought themfclves entitled to diTpofe of them 
again» when he had refigned his claim to the Mharattas. The 
emperor aUb» by an inftrument in his own hand writing, cohfti- 
tuted Shujah ad Dowlah foie arlntcr and director of all the royal . 
intereils and concerns without exception, even to the remiffion of 
the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceffions, important as they 
were, Shaw Aulum received, only '’about * three lacks and a half 
of rupees, and a promiie horn the vizicT upon oath, of half the 
territory of the Rohillas, or an -equivalent in the " Doaub, more 
adjacent to the capital ; but thhr oondetiqn was never perforn^d, 
though fo folemnly made. ‘ 

Eeruch Khan alfo prevailed on the emperdr to. give Zabtah 
Khan the Burm of the revenues of A^cerut, then in poilellion of 
the Mharattas, who were now expelled from it and all the weftern 
provinces, except a fmall territory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained 
this frvour in order to fccutt Zabtah Khan in his interefr, againfr 
his own contrymen the Rohillas. ** 

During this negotiation, Nujeef I^han arrived at Dhely from 
his viiit to Shujah ad Dowlah, and was at firfr received with great 
coolnefs, not undefervedly, for he had neglefted the performance 
of his engagements to refign to the emperor half the conquells‘‘ 
from the Jauts, and had refofed to admit a ro 3 ral officer, into the 
command of the citadel of Agra, which he had promifed to do 
when joined by the em])eror’s battalions ; but as Shaw Aulum 
could not puniffi his difrefpeft, he was fcemingly reconciled to 
him, on Nujeef Khan’s making new proteftations of loyalty. The 
imperial troops, however, yverc no longer allowed to aijl: under 
his orders. 

* Towards 




• Thirty five thoufand pounds. 
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Towards the cftd of AprU 1774, Nujeef Khan marched from 
Dhely to join Shujah ad Dowlah j who with his allic? the Enghfli, 
had defeated the RohiUas in a general engagement^ in which 
Hahz Rhamut, the leading chief being kill^, the o^ers fled for 
refuge to the hills, leaving their country an caiy prey to the vizier j 
who took pofleflion of all Rohilcund, except the diflrids of 
Rampore, which were granted in.jaghire to Fyzoollah Khan, 
at the mediation of the English* upon his fubmiflion to the 
vizier. Zabtah Khan alfb joined Shujah ad Dowlah; but being 
greatly in arrear to the royal treafury for the revenue of Jiis 
coujatry, Shaw< AulUm, in«his^ abfence, detached a foice, who 
expelled his collectors from Mheerut and other dlflridts with- 
out oppofition, . . 

The emperor’s afrairs, though far from brilliant, yet, by 
the addition of territory talhn from Zabtah Khan, aflumed a 
comfortable afpeCt; and had he joined Shujah ad Dowlah, it is 
probable he Would have obtained fome further acquifltidh; but 
he was diverted from it by the adting minifler Abdulahud Khan, 
who feared his own influence would be loft in the foperior - 
confcqucnce of thR vizier : nor was this the firft time that 
Shaw **Aulum friflered by facrificing to the felf-intereft of a 
favourite. 

Nujeef Khan, after performing what was required of him 
in the 'RohilU war, returned to Dhely, reinforced by fome 
poops lent him by Shujah ad Dowlah, who heartily forwarded 
his advancement, and, it is faid, recommended hin> to remove 
Abdulahud Khan from the emperor. The minuter, fufpeCling the 
defign againft him, was on his guard, and would not move 
from the citadel ; till at length Nujeef Khan finding Shaw 
Aulum much averlc to the remoxal of the favourite, and his 
march from Dhely on his own affairs becoming urguit, he 

aflented 
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aflented to his remaining in ofHce, and a ieemiog «reconcilia- 
tion took place. 

Not long after this, Shaw Aulum received an offer from 
Caufim Alee Khan, the fugitive oavob of Bengal, who had- 
come from Jeyporc to the neighbourhood of Dhely, of feven 
lacks of rupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khanj but 
that minifrer, having intelligence of his fchemes, procured an 
Order to force him from the royal domains. It is rufpe(ll;ed, 
that the emperor would have accepted the prppofal, could he ^ 
have done it without danger j hujp it Jis certain, that he frrongly 
denied having Mcned to it, and' laid the bl^e upon fome of 

• his lervants, who were immediately' difmifled, at the requeft of 

• Abdulahud Khan. Cauiim Alee *died fhortly after, at an obfcure 
village near .Dhely, unpitied even by his own family, for not even 
misfortune could foften the cruelty of his mind. He had been 
accompanied in his Sight by feveral frfthful dependants; but 
they were^ alnioft all in the end obliged to abandon him, his 
caufelefs jealouiy of their iincerity e^poiing them to conftant 

• perfonal danger. Upon his .efcape from Shujah ad Dowlah at 
the battle of Buxar, he firft retired into the. Rqhdla country, 
where he found a comfortable afylum ; but Ids mtrigues ren- 
dering him dilagreeable to the chief under whole protetftian he 
icfided,\hc was obliged to leave it, and took Ihelter with the 
rana of Ghoed. After fome years reftdence in his country, he*" . 
proctided to ‘ Jodeporc, and from thence came to try- his for- 
tune m the fcrvii e of the emperor, in which he met with the dif- 
appointmeot related. Cauiim Alee Kh^p certainly pudeffed abilities. 

He would have been a fciviccablc minifter *o a prince within 
tlie line of finance; but for a iuvereign ftation he was unfit, 
being cruel, meanly fuipicious, and pufiUanimotis. In Ills pro£^' 
perity, he forgot the friends who liad given it him; and in his 
adverie fortune, he iUlffed thofe who ihared it with him. The 

Englilh, 

* Capital of the Mirwar Rajalhip. 
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Engliih, deceived by his elegance , of manners, which he poflefled 
in a very eminent degree, and convinced of bis ikill in the 
finances of Bengal, (^hich province and its dependancies had* 
fallen to ’their diipolal; by .the' chance of war and inability of 
Meer Jaffief,) ‘ choftf him for his luccelTor i and from that in- 
ftant •'he became their enerny^ Mid impatient . to cut off the 
hands which had mcalted him; .IBS jealouiy of the Engliih was 
not that of a great mind, which ^cannot bear'an e^ual, but of 
si low' canning, feeling- itfelf incapable of returning confidence 
'‘for confidence, and there^Ye defirous- of burying obligation in, 
the deftn^on- of his patrona. . Had this not been the cafe, he 
would' have reliecf' on’ the promifes of • Mr. Vanfittart, whofe 
nobility of fentiment and liberalily of heart were fully known 
to him, for the' arrangement of connedtion between him and 
the Englith: but the wiekednels of his own' mind made him 
fufjpedi: others, and he^ fell detK^edly .^m* Ids high feation.* 

' About this tioote, Sumroo,; the bfeody agent of Caufim Alee's 
cruelty at Patna;, having left the fervioe of the Jauts, came to 
Phely,* and was entertained by the minifter; bitt at the ex- 
piration of four months’, Abdukhud Khan, fearful of exciting 
the r^ntment of the ‘Englifh, difeharged him, and he was im- 
medhroly retained by Nujeef Khan, though ' .he* had , remon- 
^ftrated to thte emperor* on the impropriety of his accepting his 
fervices. . * * 

.. .T- ' 

■ It may not be improper in this place to -mention Ibme 
particulars of Sumfo'o. His real name was Walter Reinehard, 
and he wiis 'of obfeure - parentage . in the Eleiftorate of Treves, 
He entered early ^ a common fbldicr into the fervice of the 
Frchtb,* * taking ,fef his Guerfr^ S^mer, which his com- 

rades, from W ifefurniric cpmpfexion, tiirncd' into Sombre, and 
the Indians, byi corruption^ Sumroo. ' AdHength he repaired to 
. ■ - . • . Bengal, 

^ * For Caufior Alec’s biltoty, TranfadUons c£ Bengal, in ilus volume. 
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Bengal* and enliRed mto one of Ihe Swiis companies dien em- 
ployed at Calcutta ; but ^kt the end of eighteen days deferted 
*to the French at Chaiideroagore, where he became a feijeant. 
Deiertuig this poft> he fled into the upper provinces*' and was 
for ibme time a private trooper in the cavalry of Sufider Jung, 
■father to Shujah ad Dowlah. .This fervice he quitted* and led 
a vagabcaid life in difierent provinces; but ip 1760 was with 
the rebel fbjedaur of Purnea. Upon his being expelled from 
Bengal* Sumroo left him* and entered into the fervice of Gregory* 
an Armenian* ihen in high hivour with Caufim Alee* and dif- ' 
tinguilhed by the title of Goorgeen ,Khan. From him he had 
the command of a batUhon nf fepoys* and afterwards obtain- 
ed from the navob the addition of another. In this flatlon he 
malTacred the Englifh captives at Patna. Some time previous 
to the battle of Buxar* he treacherouily deferted Caufim Alee 
with his corps* and embraced the fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah* 
who had gained him over by bribes. -Upon his defeat at Buxar, 
he was entruffed with the protection of the^ Begums* and re- 
mained with the vizier tifi he had nude peace with the £nglifl\; 
when, fearful of being delivered up to them, he retired to Agra, 
and entered into the pay of the Jaut raja* ‘Jowafur Sing; but 
quitted him for the fervice of the raja of Jeypdre, , whip foon 
difmided him on a rcmonftrance from the Bnglifh general, 
lie then again ferved the Jauts quitted them once more* and 
came to Dhely «; from whence* as related, he followed^ the for- 
tunes of Nujeef Khan* in whofe* fervice he died. Such are the 
outlines of the foitunc of this man* who had fome merit as a 
foldier* but wholly obfeured by a treacherous 'and blood-thirfry 
difpofidon. His corps was continued after his death* in the 
name of his fon and a favourite CoOcubine* who received for 
their maintenance the fiun of frye thoufeAd rupees per 

month. . 

* Towar^, 

* Six thouTand five iiundred pounds. * 



SHAW AULUM THE SECOND. 


265 


Towards the Utter end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at 
the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived 
him of his territories caft of the Ganges, notwithiUndiog his 
profefhons of fncndfliip before the defeat of the Rohiilas, was, 
to make fome amends for the diUppointment, called to Dliely, 
and reilored to his farm of Mheerpt and other diftriAs, on 
condition of pa)dflg a revenue of nine lacks of rupees to the 
royal treafury. • 

In the month of January 1775, died the vizier Shujah* ad 
Dowlah, * in the midfl: o£ his srkftories and highift profperity. 
He had pUnned the extenfion of his dominions over all the 
territory ufurped by the Mharattas in the provinces of Malwa,* 
Agra, and Bondelcund; and, had he lived a few years longer, 
there is little doubt, but that with the ailhlance of the Englifh, 
he would have confined the Poonah government to their pof. 
feflions* fouth of the Nerbpdda river j which would have been a 
blefiing to the difiradled empire of the Mahumihedans in Hin> 
dooftan. In the early part of his life he was vain, and ad- 
difted to pleafure, • for which he too much negle^d public ’ 
bufine/s i but on the recovery' of his dominions after the battle 
of Bttxar^ he fhewed that adverfity had been to him a fervice- 
ablc tutoreU, b^ bringing forth the better qualities of his mind 
into adtion. As a prince, he was wife, arid dignified* in cha- 
radter; .as a private man, afiable, humane and generous,’ In a 
fituation, where the attainment of a fplendid objedt too gene- 
rally palliates the means of purfuit, however treacherous, and in 
a country where , arts, comnaon to all, arc unhappily neceflaiy 
for ^felf^defbnce, his policy was lels marked with blood than 
* that of moil princes who are eileemed in Hindopilan as de- 
serving genetftl applanU. By his own fubjedls he was fincercly 
beloved; and even the Ions of Hafiz Rh^ut, whofe country he 
had leUed, wept at his death. Had he been placed among a 
Voi. 11 . 'Ll virtuous 
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virtuous - people^ he might have been a virtuous prince ; and 
among thofe he was obliged to govern and contend with> he 
was eminently fuperior in every good quality.* . 

ShCijah ad Dowlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft 
fan, Albph ad Dowlah;, and upon his prefcnting a pefticufli, 
or oi&ring, and fending a general with hve thoufand men and 
‘ fome artillery to attend the emperor, was * inveiled alfo with 
the office of vizier. . 

* 

A. D*i; 76. The troaps Tent by Afbph.^ad C^pwlah reached Dhely at a 
time, important even to the perlbnal Safety of Shaw Aulum, 

‘ the royal army having been juft defeated by Zabtah Khan, who 
had refufed paying the revenues of the diftriefts of which he 
had the colledion, and taken up arms to fupport his difobe- • 
dience. The arrival of the .vizier’s troops alone prevented him 
from becoming mafter of Dhely and^the fate of his fovereign. 
Zabtah Khan, hoWeyer, by the mediation of Lutmfut, Afoph ad 
Dowlah’s general, who was -bribed largely pn the occahon, 

" was again paxdoned, his arrears remitted, and re>appoiiij:ed to 
the trufts he had betrayed, Shaw Auluni hiving -not refolution 
or power to refuft his ailent. 

A. 0,1777. This, year the emperor, affifted by Nujeef Khan, who had,^ 
completed his conquefts over the Jauts, marched once more- 
againft Zabtah Khan, who had again rebelled. The greateft part 
of his country was taken, but little advantage accrued to Shaw 
Aulum, moft of the recovered diftridts being given by tlie general 
as fecurities for pay to the chiefs of difterent* corps. The em- 
peror kept the field from April to December; when, weary of. 
being led as a pageant by Nujeef Khan, wfip only ufed his 

authority 

t 

• An account of Shujah ad Dowlah't warfare with the EnglUh is ^ven in 
the hiAory of Bengal, in this volume. 
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authority to aggrandize himfelf, he returned in diTguft to Dhely, 
and Nujcef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was 
now mailer, ^and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
fovcreign. 

No remarkable event occurred in the emperor’s concerns till A. D. 1778. 
the conclulion of the raips this year; when fome propofals 
, being made by a Raajepootc , chief, then at war with Nujcef 
Khan, the miniiler, 'Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favouf- 
. able to his views of humbling the latter, pcrfuaded Shaw Auluni 
to take the fjpld, under a pretence -of a pilgrimage to *’ Ajmere, 
to cover the real objeeft of the expedition from Nujcef Khan. 

The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to Narnoul,* 
about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he reached near the clofe 
of tlie year. By this time, the raja, to aflift whom the cam- 
paign was made, being taken prifoner, Mujd ad Dowlah chang- 
ing his objedl, employed the royal force to fliare the advan- 
tages of his deflrudlion with Nujcef Kliall. ‘Several diilridls 
were feized, and the minifter now thought ferioufly of leading 
his mailer to Ajmere, and exadling a tribute from the raja of* 

Jeypore . in the robte.* Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend 
the royal llandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de- 
fired by Mujd ad Dowlah. In January 1779, the royal army 
arrived near Jeypore, and the minor raja,, lately acceded* to the 
mufnud by fhc death of his uncle, was fummoned to attend 
the emperor. The regent was embaraffed how to adj not 
chulmg to trull the royal minifter,' who had taken many of the 
Raajepootc chiefe, his enemies, into pay; nor did he vvilh to 
exafperate the emperor by difrefpe<S. In this dilemma, he fought ' 

.'the patronage of Nujeef Khan, who willingly gave it him, being 
' * . , L 1 2 , dclirons 

• Abdulahud Khan, who had received this titl^ fignifylp& Ex alter of the 
Aatc. 

^ At this cit)t is the tomb of a celebrated' Mahummedan taint. 
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defirouB of depriving Mujd ad Dowlah of th6 credit and ad- 
vantage of an influence in Jeypore* on which be had view's 
of his own. The minifter was amufed, by pronufcs from the 
regent of coming to an interview, till Nujeef Khan joinol the 
royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhes of having him 
only for ^ mediator with the emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah 
dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fupef'ior in force j and 
3 baw Aulum confented from the, fame cauie. Eight lacks of 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only • were 
paid to the rbyal treafury . but .Nujeef JChan obtained a much 
larger fum, befides the advanta^ wluch the credit of his fu- 
periority over Mujd ad Dowlah ^ve him in, the eyes of the 
Kaajepootes; Nor was this alii the diffridts taken by the royal 
army being refigned to him and his friends, for which he gave 
up a trad near Dhely, lefs convenient and beneficial to his 
government. At. his requefi, the pilgrimage was laid afide, and 
the emperor returned to his Capital after a tirefome campaign; 
which had only fcUrcd to bring frefh mfults,on his authority, 
from the weakneis of Mujd ad Dowlah and ingratitude of 
‘ “Nujeef Khan. 

' 

A. D. 1779. The royal army had fcarce returned to Dhely, when the 
miniller again refolved to take the field, and prevailed on the 
emperor to fend with his focond fon, tiie prihee “•Ferkhundeh 
Akhtcr. Great preparations were made, which took up feveral 
months, and excited the attention of the public. Various were 
the reports of his intentions. At one time, it was fuppofed- he 
had entered into negotiations of alliauce with the A^rattas, 
who had defeated the Englilh army from BoAibj^, and threat- 
ened to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, it. was 
rumoured that the royal army was to be joinied by the Siks, 
and to fill! on Nujeef Khan for his negled of the emperor. At 

length. 


.* Of aufpicious ftars. 
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length, in the month of June 1779, Mujd ad Dowlah with his 
royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, with 
fix battalions of fepoys armc^ in the European manner, a con- 
fiderable train of 'artillery, fix thouland horfe, eight thoufand 
irregular infantry, and fome bands of mercenary Siks; fo that, 
in point of numbers, his army was &rmidable, and, with con- 
duft on his part, equal to the conqucfts of the petty chiefs in 
his route, whom he might chufe to attack. On his march he 
feized a zemindar, named Daifibo Sing, from whom he exacted 
about two lacks of rupeSs, and then proceeded towards Puttiala, 
the refidencef of Amcr Sing, ninety cofs norths wed of Dhely, 
who had ufurped a cohliderable territory. He was command- 
ed to join the royal army, and ^pay a compenfation for the’ 
revenue of the country; which at 'firil he promifed, and a nego- 
tiation was begun’ to fettlp the fum-; but the wily zemindar was 
infincere, and only wanted to gain time,: till*he Ihould be afiifi;- 
ed by the Siks from the province- of Lahore, who had pro- 
mifed to protect him, as his reduction would haVe expoled them 
to invafion frt^ the royal army. ’ After fome days, Amer 
Sing, 'joined by many of* his allies, threw olF the mafk, and 
the Siks in 'the iervice of the minifter delerted to him, not 
chufihg to fight againft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowlah, in- 
ftead of acting witn refolution, would not try the event of per- 
^ fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput ; 
to which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the Siks, 
who Harafied his line of march daily, and plundered his bag- 
gage; but could make no impreffion on thd main body of his 
army ; a proof that had he atfted vigoroufly, a different fate 
would have s4ended his expeditin’. 

'Hie emperor, alarmed at the retreat of his minifter, and 
dreading the event of the- army coming to Dhely and demand- 
ing their arrears of pay, wrote prellingly to Nujeef Khan, im- 

. ploring 
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ploring his afliilance, and dehring him to take the adminiflra* 
tion of ad^s upon himfelf. Nujeef IChan, who had long wilhed 
for fuch an opportunity of ruining the miniller, and had, it is 
laid; privately negotiated with the Siks and Amer Sing, hailen- 
cd to Dhcly with his army. Mujd ad Dowlah, upon his ar- 
rival at the capital, was dilgraced and committed to the cuilody 
of his rival, who confilcatcd the grcateft part of his effects, a 

lhare of which he gave up to the emperor. 

« 

, From this period till the death of Nigeef Khan, Shaw Aulum 
remained under his controul, a penhoner on his bounty, with- 
out the leaft power of royalty beyond the granting of empty 
titles, and the ratification of the ads of his mihilterj who fo 
abuled his authority, that the wctchcd emperor frequently wanted 
for conveniences, and the women of the haram, and numerous 
confined perfonages.* of the blood-royal, often the common ne» 
cefifaries of life. 

< 

Nujeef Khan was now at the height of his power and amr 
*bition, poficfiing the fold authority at Dhely, vvith the gr-eateft 
part of that province,, and the very ex<;enfive one of Agra, 
together with that capital. . The raja of Jeypore, and' feveral 
other Hindoo princes >alfo were his tributaries. Nejct to the 
vizier, h« was the firft officer of the empire, being appointed 
ameer al amra, with the title of “Zoolfeccar ad Dowlah. After * 
his arrival at Dhely, he loft the energy of his former ebarader, 
and indulged in voluptuoufnefs fo much, that it injured his con- 
ftitutibns which he ft rove to repair for the gratification of ap- 
petite, by ftimulating confedions. Thefe fo©n\,bi ought on a 
complication of diforders, which put an end to his life on the 
twenty fecond of April, 1782, in the forty riinth year of his * 
age. 


* Sword of the iUte; 


Nujeef 
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■ Nujeef Khan was bom in Perfia, of a family faid to be 
related to the Suffewee Ibvereigns of that empire ; and in his 
infancy was, with many of his relations, . a prifoner to the ufurper 
Nadir Shaw, who kept all the perlbnages, any way allied to 
the throne, in confinement for his own fecurity. At the re- 
queft of Meerza Mhofun, the brother of SufFder Jung, who was 
fent on an embafiy to Nadir by Mahummud Shaw, after his 
invafion of Hindooftan, Nujeef Khan and a filler much older 
than himfelf were releafsd. The lady married her deliye^erj 
and Nujeef Khan accompanied her and her hulband ,to’ Dhely,. 
He was treated with pairehtal*affedlion by Meerza Mhofun, and 
at his death attached himielf to Mahummud Koollee Khan, his > 
ion, the governor of Aleabad, who was fliortly after feized and 
put to deadi by his fir ft coufin, Shujah ad Dowlah, he being 
jealous of his ambitious views in aflifting Shaw Aulum in the 
invafion of Bengal, and regarding Aleabad as his right, it hav- 
. ■ ing been given only in deputation by his father, the vizier SuffBer 
Jung, to Mahummud Koollee Khan, who had refufed to fur- 
rendcr.it to the fon. Nujeef Khan, upon this event, retired 
with a few followers ilito Bengal, and offered his fervices to the 
navob*'Meer Caufim, then at war with the l^nglifh, who gave 
him great encouragement. W^hen Meer (jj^ufim took refuge with 
Shujah ad Dowlah, Nnjeef Khan, not chufing to truft. himfelf 
^*in the power of the latter, repaired to Bondelcund, and ferved 
Gomaun* Sing, one of the chiefs of that country. Upon the 
flight of Shujah ad Dowlah, after tire battle of Buxar, ‘he of- 
fered his fervices to the Englifh, reprefenting himfelf as the right- 
ful lord of the province of Aleabad, wai received with refpeft- 
lul welcome, and even put into pofTeflion, of a part of itj but 
when peace was Concluded with the vizier, the Englifh, difeov- 
ering the falfehood of his claim, fet it afide, and rewarded his 
attachment with a penfion of two lacks of rupees and flrong 
recommendations to the emperor. The rccompeufe was greater . 

than 
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than his merits with the Englilh, as he had kept up acorref- 
pondence with Shujah ad Dowlah, whom he would have joined* 
had he been fucceisful in the battle of Korah. . From Aleabad 
he accompanied Shaw .Aulum to Dhely, where the various turns 
of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages. 

Nujeef Khan pollened great jperfonal courage, and a forti- 
tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft 
dil^refs, or the moft fudden misfortune. His affability of man- 
ners was fuch, as to charm even hunger to be patient in his 
fervice, and overcome the mutirtous'refplutions of his troops, 
-often driven to extreme nccclfity for want of regular pay. He 
was once, after the fcdudlion of a capital fortrefs from the 
Jauts, (from which His army had hoped to receive the advan- 
tage of a liquidation of their long arrears) feized upon by the 
troops, menaced with death, and expofed bare-headed for a 
wheJe day to the fun, in the hotteft feafon of Hindooftan ; a 
moft fevere puniihment. But this, and the apprehenfions of 
' immediate death, did not move the calmnefs of his mind. He 
toothed the moft morofe of the mutineeas with his eloquence, 
and diverted them from their purpofe by his humourous re- 
marks upon his own ^tuation and their condudi ; till, at length, 
they were contented with a part of their demands, and con- 
tinued to ferve him in .hopes of ..better times. It is faid, that ', 
no perfon ever went away diflatisfied from Nujeef Khani who, 
if he could not grant a requeft, would convince the petitioner of 
his fomow at his being obliged to refufe it. His expenfes always 
exceeded -his income, and this obliged him* to mortgage his 
revenues in aftigiim^nt to the officers of his army for pay; to 
that his country was never completely fettled under his own 
controul, but always paffing from one chief to another, who 
made his own ftatement with the farmers. As he never refufed 
offers of fervice from any militay adventurers, this evil con-* 

tinually 
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tinuaJIy encr©a(fed» and h9 did " not live long enough after his 
cqnquefts to correfi: the abu^ by a fettled form of government, 
and a redu<3;ioti of fort^ adequate to his finances* It is pro- 
bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an eftab- 
lifhed government, he would have been an amiable and great 
prince j and in the fituation he filled* his charaifter draws ad- 
miration** when his dhadvantages ate liberally confidered. 

Upon the death of Nujeef Khan, the illoonfirofted fiibric of 
• his government fi)on fidl te pieces from tfie diiSattiOns of his. 
adherents > whilp Sh^W Aulum, .as afiial* fimftified fiom necef* 
fity the at^ons of the parQr. Afixafiaub Khan* an 

adopted Con of the deceaied, was firft appointed ameer al amra, 
and, at his requeft, Miyd ad Ubwlah-rcdeafed fit>m confinement; 
but his power did not* laft long. Nujeef Kfian's fiftcsTy who had 
great influence with the atmy» being difgufted at»lu 3 behaviour, 
invited Meerza Shufihe Khan* a near lelatkm of her own* to 
Dhely, and offered hstti the infant daughter of hei* deceafed bro- 
ther in marriage j alfb, to procure for him from the emperor 
the adminiflxation^t^ affidrs, and the honours of Nujeef IGian. 

- • ♦ 

• •• 

Meerza ^uffee* '*who was' then on an expedition againfl; the 
Siks to the northward of the capital, readily |pibraced the Begum’s 
jnvitation, and repaired to court; Which A^fiaub Khan jte(ei>tisd 
on his apjM-oach, leaving Mujd ad Dowlah and «*Ntyeef Kotdlee 
Khan to’ oppofe him. It woilld appear fihaW was 

unwilling to grant Meerza Shuffe'e the adpthfifiyalbn of aff^s, 
Vot. n. ‘ 'M m ' ' * for 

r ** • 

• r 

• Kjta®, W' yallh*i°S ^ ef payW*®* t® hi* **’oop<j w«t often 

oblb^ to Make aot cooftfte^ with truth. An Officer one day told 

him he had met fiflw ejuniige* confttig ft> tli* camp; and What were their 
ttoiuente? ftud Khan, tie* for^ybor ufe in due cswpaigni retiinied the 

offiew. A'lbpr AiRdy, indaeA ’jMied Khan; vriU iource equal tlie 
diftmrftment of a fingle d,ey^ * . , 

s iiifii* an adopted ftm of Nujeef Kban^e. 

1 * 
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for he did not admit him to the .prcdirace dll he had ieized 
the two chiefs above-inejtdonedx when* unable to refufe his 
demands, he* appednted him A°^eer al amra. 

Meerza Shuffee having thus ^forced himlelf into office, treated 
Shaw Aulum with little mff^edi .J^od the opprelTed monarch, 
viteaiy of the indignities dail/ Odfe^ him» m&de an attempt to 
free himfcif fr^ his contropl,! and ‘reilorp Affiuliaub Khan. 
Moniieur Pawly, who commanded ^umroo's battalions, and Lut- 
<tafut, a^eunuth, at the head of a Confiderable body of iepoys, , 
with other chiefs, were ^wn cypr the Intpreft of Meerza 
Shufiee by Mahummud Yahoo);^ Khan, ^the emperor’s confidant. 
They afiembled fuddenly uhder arms at the palace, where Shaw 
Auliim putting himf elf at ’their heacb mefchcd towards the re- 
fidence of Meerza Shuffise, intending to leae his perfon. The 
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, but they 
refufed to a&, and he 'with difficulty made his efcape from the 
city, Shaw AWum, fatisfied with his cxpulfion, declined purfu- 
ing the fugitive i though his eldeil (bn, the prince Juhaundar 
Slww, xepreiented juJftly, that unlels his peribn wid that -of the 
Begum were Ibcured# and tiitfir wealth (cized» tlje royal inten- 
tions would be left uncompleted, as Meerza Shufifee would be 
joined by his troops when recovered ^om the panic which the 
fuddenmis of this attempt had infpirodi To account for the ^ 
inaflion of the emperov at this cribs, is impoltible. It can only* 
be fuppofed, that he dreaded treachery from the chiefr who 
• had ^ifrd him to ejqpel the minijllisr. 

♦ ^ 

Meerza ShufiTce, as had heea 'ffiretold by the prince^ was 
rejoined by mod; of the troops, and affified by Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, a powerfiri chief of the tate Nujeef Khan, 
returned towards Dhely, reffilved to force the emperor to refrore 
him to office* 
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Monfieur Pa^Iy aiiif Lottalut, upon intelligence of this junc- 
tion, prevailed xtpotk Shaw Anltxm to encamp at Khizzerabad, a 
Ihort diitancS from Dbely, iotettding to mahe a ftand againH: 
the enemy I but Meerza 'Shnti^ pf^ring to make conceSlons 
to his majelfy, a negotiation ^ontoabnc^* and Pawly and Lut- 
tafut were invited to a meeting with* the ]«bels« in order to 
fettle the terms of tbeh* fobm^kHi to the emperor, but in fadt 
of his to them. * 

ilk » 

The prince Jefaaundar Shaw now again cautioned his fiflther 
againft making terms ^idi t]|e* rebels ; but in vain. Tp his nar- 
rative, given by himfelf to Mr. Haftings, he fays i ** I from 
** loyalty obferved, that in fuch quarrels there was no room* 
** for peace ; that the fbroe with his majeffy was more than 
“ equal to crulh them.” 

Pawly and Luttafbt declined frllowing the advice of the 
prince, accepted the invitation of Meerza Shu&ee Khan, and, 
upon entering hia camp, were taken prifbners* The former was 
put to death, add the latter punUhed«by the lolli of his eyes. 
Meerza Shufree dow’cxafted what demands he pleafed from 
Shaw Aulum, who re-appointed him ameer al amra, and, at his 
recommendation, Kdujd ad DowlaHt who had found means to 
make his peace, was'once more reflorod to his '^dewan 

of the kliallidi. * « 

Soon after this commotion, MeesafiA leaving Mujd 

ad Dowlah to adt for him with die* en|peror, marched from 
Dhdy to refrnre drdcr in the JrtmrSnqeof Agra, and took with him 
.Sc^eymttiri^ %ekdh, one cf the princes, to add dignity 
to his opehttkttw. Shaw Aulucm wfe left in the pofidlion of 
the lands aBotted ibr the fupport of his htmfdiold by the late 

M m 2 • Nujeef 

* Diredor of tbe rtvauw At i^ait for die fupport of the boufehold. 
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NB^eef Khftn; fo thtt, ^taSl^l^g tHb ptttt he iud taken a^fainft 
his" annii^, that •6k| 'hot lUtgeneiot^* towards hhn. 
Affraflatih 'fOuto* "h/a^ 'tfttMod to take advante^ of the de- 
figns ki liis ¥ivotw» jfiolitiea&f 'kbf^ ^at a ' diflSmce, till convinced 
of €te 'foperioiitjr 'drMbi^ ^dllbe j '«rhen he, joined hino* and 
«#a9 Idk 'unnaoleflred in *|>dS^toia '-Of ktefAdiftrkh aiUotted him 
Under ike late . Nujegef KhaU*' • ^ 

* 1 / 'it'*" 

Meerza §lmllhe vm not a them cakukttd to retrieve ,th« dif- 

oeSer which. Jhad'' ocethred in •affims lince the death of his pre- 
dflebflbr.v -Ho -was deitioite 'Mof 'ldwtt,«nddrtalli .Aod afikbilt^ of, 
'nianiMr,, by tvfi££h Nujeef IChto had attached to' htmfeif the 
odiceta bf hh army, *eadh < of *wlioin > cdMafidared himfelf as in- 


dependant# ^ !Mahutnmtid Beg Khan l&mfiladaimee an particular* 
who had fo greaity aihhked in eftahUlhiag him in power* was 
difg^fted at fuperiortty he adhmed over him* and with his 
refulal , of ibme ad4ihoQal diftrifts which he The 

'Begum aho* of l#ajecf |Shan* was dUplealed with him 

, ibr/ not allowhig 'tier chat andoenee in, govecament which ibe 
had enjoyed in tiSe lifetime of her biotbcr* "The Ihort period 
of his adminifttataonlpailed hi donftwit qqjurels with his oi^hccrsi 
and at length Mahummud Beg* whp regarded not by wnat 
means he forwarded his views* reCoivjed Xo remove him by trea- 
chery, For . fois porpOfo* Ke pretended a wifo to reconcile , 
their differences* by an amicahlie adjulhnent^ and requeued an 
int^iew* to which Meerza ShudTee Khan adenced. They met 
before the fortrefs of Depg* on ^the thirtiefo of September* lybj, 
rach attraMled ly $n ptny, Me*na Shuflee was fltbbed by 
Itoaed Beif. the tetxfaec onvWittibmiid. wbiie he was 
ai% to. An '.cei{^j>eia^,helwaen two -onto s«dh>wed, 
®» ™ <«fen ««OB«;ths &ld wiA toe lots. 
wss.dKtoed foeoeflbr to tie nnitoed aavob, 
by the fifter ^egm and the muy, *nd w«s Ibortly aftet 


firmed 
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firmed by the enstpofor *!& the of ameer al amra and the 

government of ihe pnMiQoes oi C^hely and Agra. Mahammud 
Beg, however/ tck acknowledge hia authon^» lev^ iroofts 

‘ to oppoie 14m, and committed ^deptedatiom^ in feveral diftridts, 
Afirafiaubt finding hindelf uoeqUfl to Alport hia power alone, 
endeavoured ao procure cfad' alQAiinoo pf hh neighbours, the navob 
vizier and the Englifii, or the Mharattas. Jxi this unietded ibte 
of affairs, ihe prince Jf^aundafr '^iaw, in April 1784^ made his 
efcape firom' iDhfdy, andcrepaired to liucpow, where Mr. 

' ings had anived to regulate thc conoems between*' the vi^r ' 
and the compdhy. Hh^bighnilfS’s objeiS: .w»$> to procure a fierce 
to free his &ther file empemr from the contrdul in whidh he . 
was kept by Afinfiaub dChan* iUd to oblige him to .allot a pac- 
tion of file revenues ^liir the fixp{k>it of the .royal dignity. *He 
declared, that his efisape iwas witib fiie private .concurrence of 
his father, and moil:>jpr^whly with troth, fiiough publickly Shaw 
Aulum demanded his 'being fent back a ptii^ner to Dhely, 
obliged to it 'through fear of his minifier. Mr. Haihngs was 
too generous to obey commands* Which, if comjdied with, would . 
have fiicnficed an unfortunate prince to lifis' impfifonment, if 
not aflafiinatihn. ’*rhou^ refira£ted by his employers from 
taking an aftive part in the royal affairs, he hoped, by pro- 
te^ng the' prince, to perfuade Afifafiaub to fhew proper rcfpe^ 
^«to the. imperial fitmily r and his plan^in fiime meafure fucceeded. 
The ‘ameer al amra fent major Brown, the Bnglifh tefident at 
Dhely, to Lucnow, with' offers to comply with any terms the 
'navob vizier and Mr. HaiUngs fhottSfi A^rolate for the advan- 
tage of the. emperor} and to'hSt under the prince as 

minificr, provided ibey wotdd fdpport' him with feme troops 
.againfi: Mahmmxnidi Beg iuid ofiier refraftory chiefs } reprcfent- 
ing, that if they cotfld not grant that condition, he rnu/l feck 
an alliance with^ Sindia, the Mharatta chiefs who was ready to 
enter the countryi JVbr. HaiUngs 'was unable to iarnUh troops, 

the 
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the eoancil of Ben^ refufi&g to take any aiOive part b^ond 
the frontiers of the vizier^ god Afirafkub, confequently> made 
his flJhance with Sindia. 

IVevious to the re^* of itojOr Brown from Luenow, 
Aftraiituby jealous of Mujd ad iDowkh* whom he had left to 
manage the adairs 'of the royal hott&hQld> confined that tninif- 
tcr, and prevailed upon ^w Xulum to march to Agra, by 
^pijomifes of giving up that tity with, the fiirtreis to his difpolal. 

‘ The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquiring more power, * 
or intimidated by the confinemeftt of his oM adviler, Mujd ad 
. Dowlah, left bhely, and arrived at Agra in 0<2ober 1784; 
when the golden keys of the citadel vrere prefented to him by 
Affrafiaub, and he had the fatisfiiftion of being called King of 
the World, in the palace of his anceftor, 4hc renowned Akber; 
but it was garrifbned by the troops of the.minifter. Mr. Idaft- 
ings had by Jthis time dep&rtcd from LnenOw, and was ac- 
companied by the ‘prince to Banaras, which he chofu for his 
refidence, not thinking it U£c to trtiil his perfon with Afirafiaub 
or Sindia j a recommendation to wlioip of his intereils, was 
now the only fervice that the Engliih coiild iffotd bjm be- 
yond their own territories. He had an allowance of ' five lacks 
of rupees per annum from the navob vijsier, and wifely relblved 
to wait fyr better times. Shaw Aulum remained in the hands 
of his minifler. 

r 

* 

On the twen^ fe(tond of Odober 17S4, Afirafiaub had an 
interview with his new ally Mahajee Smdia $ .when it was agreed, 
that they fhould jointly attack ^Md[uunmud Beg Hammadaunec; 
but their plans were finfirated by an unfiir^unate event. On 
Tpeiday, the fecond c£ November, Afirafiaub Khan was aflafirn- 

. ated 

* Fifty thoufand potwdk. Tfela allowaiwe ank given at the eameft requeft 
of Mr. HalHngs. 
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ated by a foldicTf iaid to be employed by Zienoal-aub*ad-DIeti 
the brother of (be late Meefza Khan, and Mahummud 

Beg Hammadaynee, wno dreaded the power which Slndia’s al- 
liance would give to the objeft of their hatred. iThis event 
occafioned a new revolution in affairs, by^transfiarring the autho- 
rity of the Moguls to the Mharatus. , 


• 

Sindia, by prefents of fom» mohey, promifes of obedience,^ 
and a regular allowance for the royal houfchold, prevailed on 
.Shaw Aulum to come to' his camp, and beftow upon the* 
* pclhwa the offee of v^u^cl #muttulluk, tit foie dire<nor of 
the empire, with the deputation of thift employment to himfelf. 
Under this grant, he clawed the command of, the army of the 
unfortunate Affrafiaub, and the governments of Agra and Dhely. 
As he was at the head of a large body of Mharattas, and 
the Mogul chiefo could not agree among thfimfelves in the choice 
of a fucceffor, he eafily effeaed hi* defigns. The different of- 
ficers of corps made their own terms with Sindia, pretending 
to obey the orders of the emperor; and. Mahummud Beg alio 
acknowlfedged his authority. Shajah Dil Khan, the father in 
law of Affrafiaub, gave ’up the forcrcfi of Agra, afipr a Ihort 
fiege, for a jaghire, and afliirances of a provifion for the Ibn 
of the deceafed, his grandlon, an infont, named Khadim Houl- 
fpn Khan. Shaw Aulum’ was now permitted to return to JJhcly. 
Si4ty thouland rupees per month were fettled by Sindia for 
his lupport; but a body of Mharattas was ftationed With him, 
to prevent him encouraging any oth<u^ powdT; lb that, in fait, 
he was only a ftate prifoncr in the handi of ^ Sindia. 


Shaw Aulum did not remain long at Dhely, being again 
requelled by Sindia to take the field, to landlion, by his ap- 
pearance, the capture of Aleeghur, the refidence of the Begum^ 


• Chief of the Mbentta ftete. 



AtJRtmCZSBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


sSo 


of Affrafiaub Khaa. Jdhaungeer Khin» the govenior, after fome 
iHtiitei fabmitted. By the All of Akeghur, the authority of 
SirtdU was eftabUfhed in the territories which had belonged 
to the hite amCer al amrcr Nujeef Khan. He now demanded 
tribute from federal i^a8» and among them from the raja of 
Jeypfpre» to\^ards whofe>conoCfy he marched with the emperor. 
Negotiation and threatenings omplayed Irreral. mont]is» till the 
approach of the rainy fealbn of; 17864, ’when Shaw Aulum re- 
turned to Dhely^ and ,Smdia with ,his army cantoned at Muttra. 
'Tnc acquifitions of the Mharattas, " by their interference with , 
the Moguls, ' were however mote fpleg^d than ufofui j the pro- 
vinces of Dhely and being exliaujded of revenue by the 
oppreflions of tho> late contending chin^i So that Sindia began 
to find himfeif in a troubkdbme fituation. Long arrears were 
due to the troops, and his rekurces were unequal to his dii- 
burfements. 

D. 1787, Towards flic latter cad of the year 1787, a confidcrablc 
^ body of Mharattas, under Royjee Patcei, wljp had been fcht to 
colled! a tribute Aom the iaja*of Jcyporc, being defeated, Siii- 
dia marched with his whole army into th?H: country, and ad- 
vanced within a fliort diftance of the capital. The raja, being 
alfiftcd by the chief of Jodepore and other allies, diftitlfed his 
enemy by cutting off bis fupplies; fo that both Mharattas and 
Moguls became dilconcented, and Mahummud Beg*Hammadaan'‘s 
with his followers deferred to the raja. In this conjuncture, 
Sindia refolvcd to make a puih, left the defection ftiould be- 
come general. A feveTe adtion took place, and Mahummud 
Beg was flainj but the valour and condudt of his brother If- 
macel Beg reftored the courage of the tloop^, which had given 
way from the lofs of their chief, and vidloiy declared for the 
Jfta^epootes. Three days after this event, Sindia was deierted by 
the diiciplincd battalions of fepoys, who went over to Ifinaeel 

Beg. 
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Beg. This mSsIbitiifid waM> ^Ito^wed by defeats, which 

obliged him aetredt With pree^itadoo zcrofy ti)e CbunibuU 
’to the neighfatftiihood^ o:^ GtudiiDr, aod quit iS^r the pielcbt all 
oifenlive ope«attiot|^ $ leaving gamfons in the citadel of Agra and 
tbrtreis of AieeghtU'k in hopes of their hoUii^ out till he could 
dbtatn reinfbrcncn^nts from Ddkkan. Z>eeg and fame other places 
he gave up to the Jau't raja, Runjwt Sing, to whom they origin- 
ally belonged, that hfi might* keep' up an'intcreft among t^e 
natives of the coontiy^ ‘ ' 

A * 

The evacnatioxfof t|jp ppmnceS ’of Phefy and Agra by the 
Mharatta army, oocafibned a &d change in 'the royal ai&irs.^ 
Shaw Auhim, tiie pageuit of evafy fncdel^ party, marched* 
from Dhely at die mvitatiOQ of the raja of Jeypore, who ad-' 
vanced widiin three days' joUmcy of die oapital to pay his 
refpe^; but whether he ^as unwiiUng 'to engage in the ad- 
miniftration of the royal concerns, intimidated by fears of the 
return- of the Mharattas, or refblved OJ^ to for the pre- 
femtion of his. owm oounoy, he, in a fhoit tmie obtained his. 
difmiffion, and wifhdtw to his own teisitorieS. Shaw Aulum 
returned to Dhely,* where he hoped to remain frcur^ aiid un- 
engaged with party, tUl Sin^a’s return with, a reinfinremenr, •’or 
a decided fuperiority of his enemies. Unhappy indeed was his 

• fituation, and hard the part he had to adr. hi the JSandi of a 
■'Mharatta ganrifcwi in his capital, and. di^iendii^ for hipport on 

Sindia,'he was obliged, at the fruAe time, to Ibid his name to 
his enttliy Ifmaeel Beg j vdK), • after, ddltatisg the Mharattas in 
the held, had taken feveral plaees’ them, and laid iiege 

to Agra, under pretence ci the imperial orders. 

. . <• 

# 

At this crifis ftarted' up a new advenmrer, the^moft fatal 
one of any to the unfbrtuiuite Shew Autium. * Gholaum Kaudir 
VoL. II. N n * Khiui, 

* This chief was /on 4)nd fiicce^r to Zabndi>lCban, often mentioned in the 
preceding pa^es. . * 





AUWmOSCPBE’^ PVCCESSORS. , 

• 

Kb|^, 'a RobiUa 44 <i$ ^pipg ,<o power in, the diftra6tei 

ll^lbe of a^airs« ixMrc 1 iiefl.j, ^ 4 dei^y from his refidcipce of Ghofer 
^vir> oiui appeaJ»|(l bhply, which th^ Mhajatta geurrifoi;! 

evacvated on ^ his ^m^padi. He oHiged the emperor to 'confer 
qn 'him 4he ..digoilf of * emeef al apra ; after which he moved 
to lay fiege' to the Aleegh)|ri where Smdia had left 

a garrifon. 

• * 

,T|ie pfhtce Jp]aatt|datr^^w, .who" bad refided fince the year 
1784 iat BaMM^^und(n:,,ths Epglifh po>tedion, was at thi£ time 
tflfo refblvea to^jJ^*his fbi^e' in ^the jrpubfes,. He marched to 
Dhely> and was,jpined','on ]hij route ,^7 fome thopfands of ad- 
venturers. On a^val. at the capital he wSs received with 
‘ much favour by ^ho empowered him to dire(^ the 

operations of Gjho£uQ^^ Kaudir IGian;^ and the prince* after 
obtaining the releaie of Iw women and , children* who had 
been confined fince his 'fii^t> repaired to fiege, of Alee- 
gbur* was* ijbtm dhgailed with the brutal difrerpedt of the 
Kohilla* and repaired' to Agra* In hopes oC finding a better 
finvabt in Ifmaeel but 'Was difap^inted.^ ,'The money be 

had brought with him. front Banaras hemg ^5achaBfled* ,his fol- 
lowers bi^ame clamorous for ,pay* and the unhappy prince at 
length was oBliged to * divide among them his efiedts. Not 
chufing fo return to Dhely, left the io^ueoce .of his brother, 
Akber Shaw* the fi^voprite fbn ^of Shaw Anlum* fhould pre-- 
vail on his j&ther to confine him ki his poprote^ed ftate* he 
threw himfelf again on the generality of the Engliftr. They 
again received l^i* and .he repaired once .more to Banaras* but 
did not long furvivc his return. About a week after bis aniv--'^ 
al he*wa8 leh?cd yith a putrid fever, occafioned by e^pofipg. 
htmfelf fbf fome hours to a burning fun in a vifit' of/ devq^ 
firy to the tomb of a c^ebnited Mahummedan faint at Chunar* 
and died on the firft of May, 1788, after an innefs of 

, "Httle 
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little more tion t¥r«kJbf lour hours^ He was buried with every - 
honour* doc to ^ his ^tauk j ‘ the Engldh relSdent and ^rfinicipal 
peo]:de of thd cit^ ^.ttendiug his EmeraK* He left behind him 
three fons, > whotiit, with AcVeft of his ^mily, he recom’rnend- 
cd to the Care of, the En^^Ulh, 'unddf whom ihcy enjoy a com- 
fortable af^lum* and allowance at’Banam. 

Gholaum Kaudir Kban« *on the ^1 of Aleeghur, marda- 
ed to join Ifmaeel Beg in the dege of A^ntZi but they loon 
di&greeingi be left him to inake conquers ^ bimielf in other . 
parts of ^e country, •^y ilm tiine Sindia had received fome 
(iiccours from Dekkan» ai^ di^atched his confidential minifter^ 
Rana Khan, with the Jaut rajah, Ranjeet Sin^ to ratfr the fiege 
of Agra, near which a' bloody hhttfe was fought on the fixteenth 
of June, 1788, in which llhnaecl Beg was complcatly defeated, 
with the l^s of all his cannon, l:Sa{^;age, and fto^s. He made 
his efcape With much difficulty, by fwimming^his horfe acrofs 
the Jumna, and reached the camp of 'Gholaum Kaudir Khan; 
but, not finding a kind reception, in a'ftw days he retired tq 
Shekohabad, where ho was refpedtfi^ treated by lUuihn^kafs Alee 
Khan*, 'a colkdlor* of the navob viziCf, who pre&nted him with 
the fum of * twenty thoofatid rupees. Being here joined by about 
fifteen hundred of his routed cavaliy, and receiving letters from 
Gholaum Kaudir Khan, afiating of future frienflihip, and 
apologizing for his late negleft, ke' repai^ to his camp. Thcr 
t ajas Jeypore and Jodepore, Wbofc intereft *it was to keep 
up an " enemy the Mharattasi now fent |dnl a fum of money, 
which enabled Ijina to receive numbers of his followers, who 
returned to his ilaUdatd. ^An invitation was fent him by the 
navob Nazir, aiid the few chiefs with Shaw Aulum to march 
to IMiely, which he accepted* of; but, on Ids arrival near* the 
city, the emperCr, who wifhed to avoid oi^snding Sindia by rc- 
. N h 2 <i. / ceiving 
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cdlvMig his tn&xiy^ ish fwimSt ^opit ftod Min ord^ to 

d^ire.* (fiDSeel Beg to'ohi^* but did tsat^Biove^ wait*- 

ing the furival of Ghdlidli9|^^^ l6iaii»*who was 'on IdsrisMidi^ 
to the ca|dtai» wrkh^ the Imqi^tiaii. of forcing Shaw Auhun to^ 
give up his coiine^bh 4»kh Mharattas. Tp this he was in* 
iHgated ^by the ijavob^ Kisir and othet^oKBpers* who, Jjaving of- 
fended ^india,, dteaded' hh diU}>]earute,^' fhOftid thb’ehaperor fall 
again into his hands* The^Bipinen&K blithe Mh;ifitcas after theif 
defeat of Ifodteerhieg, to bd- t^ccdlinted 'B>r. InftcAd of 

marchiOg inhdid^bBiely to tiyteefy, ^dia only advanoed to Muttra; 
fo that 'the onffbrtoijwee Shitw Atdtdb was left expofeh to the trea- 
chery of his fervants, ssuh intlwen^ to dethronement, plunder, 
and lofs of Bghc. , 

i* vfl ' * * , ; r 

Gholaum Kaudir iChan, on his arrival oppoBte Dhely, re- 
quefted the emperor to adihit 1dm into the city, but was refufed ; 
upon whkh he sjpfidtiid to enter it by force j and, having brought 
over limaeehiBeg to his v je«n», 'dtofled the Juinna m the night, 
with a part of his army. JAaja Himmut Bahatiur, and the few 
Mharattas in the pkcb# fled ipamediately, and Mc^l chiefs, 
with their ibllowws iia the emperor’s fcrvice, joined Ifmaeel.Beg j 
£o that the unhapj^flhaw Auluni, unkbte to reflft, was obliged 
to open the gates of die citadel, aitd receive the rebels. The^ 
were introduced by the 'navob who anfwered flw' their 

Ireblity to his majCfly, ,stod' tl^ they ]pvoulil free him fi'om the 
contri^ of the Mhara^, 4itd the diigeace' of dep^o^g' for a 
fuppoit on inflddh natoral enemies 'to the But^ul. O hokum 
Kaudir andiflne«td^ falling et the ertipefor’s Aet, alTured himj 
their only objedt Wat his h^n^, arii.the c^tpulflon of theMha- 
ratt^ ; which they p jimifkf to efled;, if one of the princes wto 
permitted to accotopmy them t0'*the*iield. A treaty was then 
drawn '*^up, ahd .Itdemn)^ raofled by oaths In one of the mofques ' 
in the pakcbi by yfltidh it Was flipulatedi 'that Shaw Auluih fbdold 

, ‘ receive 
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receive e tibirdl of rise revenues' for the ru|i{>oit of his dig* 
nity. Hie ffii)Mrrw iben ccnnihitted his fon Solei'pnAm' Shekkoh to 
th^ care/ imid » day wel 6 x;sd £» hU march againft the. Mha- 
rattas j but thie deceitful* / I9 a mw 'days, Gho- 

laum Kaudir desmnded athirgC (um.of money to pay tl^ troops, 
which Shant Aulum refiffb^ a amd <^19 Kofailla refolved to poliefs 
himfelf of whatever tre^ure might be jn the palace, by dethroa-* 
ing the empemv* . To dth itSUve jbp wijs cxfiM by the trea- 
cherous navob • Nazir, who* forgettit^g thiiV years ^ cooddeoce 
and favour* had io&rnied Iiim that his thafier -podeded hpards of 
treafure and )(^wehf .thtjpgh her pretended iqal^ty to fathfy the 
troops, . ’ • ' 

The degraded and wretched • ptuadon of the^ once auguil fa- 
mily of Timur, will appear^ more, fol^y, the- tnmflation of a 
journal of. the mqiiftrotts teao&^hi^ of.ihe uole^g. Gholaum 
Kaudir, frotp the dethronement , of 8 haw'.Aiiium» to^tbe flight 
from the city of that cruel ttidtor. 

« f 

JouRifAt, Jntv adth. . 

b 

^ 4 

About feven in the mcz-nlng, Meem l^naeel Beg with his of- 
ficers and Meerza Mutfullub Khan, 'repaired to Gho)aum Kaudir, 
who was feated in the hall of private audience and,, ifier ibme 
converfation, repeated demands of money fif^ die eipperof, ' 
through the navob Nazir, Meerza Mttttiiilnb> observed, that had 
his'etityefl^ pofl^ed fnch a confiderabjk^fi^, Bis aflPairs would 
not have &Krn iigo fuck lie was commanded to be > 

filent by Gh^Om Kaudir j who, ai k(ngth fent two attendants to 
brii^ BedarBuldbt, fan, of the emperor 4hmed Shaw. This prince 
being conduced into the oratory, was leamd op the tlirone, and 
the cuftomayy falmations of ro^ty ftuuk to him by the chiefs, 
Gholaum Kaudir then 4i^patph^,.l^w A\tlnnt,*with nineteen 
. “ ^ princes, 

* TIv Nazir is the fiiperiotendant of the piivzte apartments, always a eunuch. 
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princesy'^ his fens and grandfens, undctr a guard to the' apartment 
called Noor Mahah After this a dHpvte arofe betiveto Oholaum 
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Begi' concerning the latter's reiosniiing in the 
palace j apd I03|iaeri Beg'W ieogfk d^arted in wlath to his camp. 

* " ***'', ' ‘ 

* £kdar Shaw^ reciuved the^ 'ccn^im^ts t^^ officers, and 
ctdcnd fevers! of ^t!fe de^i^ «mpetw»< fervsmts into cc^ne- 
ment. Soleymaan bteght ‘Xhimt the?’ camp, and 

impiifened with hh iaiherj Vho \ifasMffiis dip depied even water 
by 'XSholaum 'Kandif. 'Fhb ndnii(|eaii of the general mofque re- 
queued to 'know iir the ndme^^' i^t emperor the * prayers 
were fe ImT read; and t|;i(o'KdhiUa< 'answered, ** In the^name of 
** God and his prophet."** Hb this day fent for the aged prin- 
cedes, ‘Mallekeh S^ummaneh aiffi Sahebeh- 'Mhai^ horn their 
houfc in the city« On >th^ arrival in fee palace, he paid his 
refpefts, and told them d^s 'private .apartments* of the-haram 
fhould .under their 'dired&on. > They dp^koved of his conduit, 
but warned him not> to aft in fuch a manner as to draw 
. the feorn of mankind. He .replied, th^, under the roy^ auf- 
pices, the 'empire would be properly* regulated; . The ladies of 
Shaw Aulum’s ia^y re|»'dbnted,' that wt hro Days they had 
been without feod. He ordered thoni) viduals. , * 

' < u' 


* * " . . 

. * Tliefe l«d1e» were ttxi wtdpM Mabuemaed SIuiw,\aitd tiw fomwr was 
daughi^ to 'the emperor Fprokhfere. 'W'bdi lovaded 

Hlndoqftfa,' tlwy accoetpanied him on his rctinn'to his own terrltcHrles, sn<f rcr 
tided in bis otturt tHI bit death ; when liPy leatne back ^ Uhelj)r, and wfere^al. 
towed bySt»wAul«Mn tptefide out of the^aiaae bithetiw. It isfdppoled.they 
poiTtfled preat wealth t al( iwth Kadir'Shvw and A|nu«d Shaw AbdaUw in their^ 
mvaiSons paid tham.retj;^ and Pfopottjr munoltitled, but 4, now fell* 

into the hands of QhSlatiiin £aiidiV. It is laid, they prompted hud to depoie 
Shaw AdlutA, by an offer of ten la^-of /Dpees, to plate on the ihronb Bedaif 
Shaw, the giandfbn of their huiband, by a public duncer. If this report is true» 
their misfortunSs are k& phiable, as Shaw Anlnm bad always treated them with 
attention and refpeA dunng Eis whole reign. 
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This dgy* the friqceji MaSekeh Zummaoeb* aiUHed by die 
navob Ktair, Iefn5bic4 ^ api^rtments of fourteen-i^ S^aw Aulum’s 
wooien, aodiirdcted OMMiey and efiefta to t>o c^oUe^d in 

the oratory i . 4^^ dobvetcd them to Gholaunir Kaudir 

Khan. The eflFo(^ , of Meersa Akbcr Shew were confifeated. 
Bedar Shaw conferred the lank of $mfier al .funrt dn GhoUum 
Kaudh Khan. InihraiaCkm* wr$ Meerza Mmdoo 

liad privately. <xnivi^fed Ctdtet ijf^bcead aod^£)iiie wat^r 

to Shaw Aulum. Thc'Htercikls RflilfiJja oidethd the benevolent 
• prince to be beaten ifith *c}nhi^« hat ihl attendants tbfuied dbe** 
dience. Malldceh Zuisvratidl>*'^t to Shaw Aul(imf dehciog 
him to giye op hb^hu^ed t n^ wBeti,#.and .he^ .fltould be rein- 
Aated on his throne.. He rejdied* he was weary of fuch em-* 
pire. Agga Sundal complained to Bj^dar Sbawtof *tho difttedbl 
ittoation of dte depolei fttveieign and^iilis^iualil 9 (» yamtog with 
hanger. .Tbift Shaw gsive him thp^Agga obfcrv- 

ed, the *fum. was in^ifficienit .for fach a* nomber,^ even for a 
meal. Bedar aBUred him Jbe had no more money in his pof- 
feflion. ■ 


Tg-day, a* qm&TcJ* ocpuited bemreeh Bedar Shaw tod the 
Begunis l^llekeh ZbttMpjiiudi and h^Uial. who*threat<‘ 

en^ to leave the pal^; ohfervin^^ that they had feen four 
•reigns, and been independent ^ all; had- come 'Bboa th^ 
houfes to ferve^his &mily. but, would return. |nd coqai^t him 
wholly to the pleafure' of ^lenced the 

Shaw. Befbr^^thb day^^t’to and Akber 

‘Sha^» a%iap Jhey 'ilhgtoArVep he could re- 
lieve them» mit mat disy muR w wonciled to the decrees of 
.providence, and cohBdw. that mieir father had reigned ^thirty 
years, while fits fuBb^'ed dte di!^e& tiow complained of. 
pholaum Kaudjr teui, ht^YhJg |tfppjuw %e whips, ob%cd tlie 

‘ ' * fultan 


aSy 

July aSth. 


July 29th, 



s8» 


July goth, 

c 


July 31 ft. 


Auguft ift, 
1788 ., 


• ^ 

fiiltim W take one in liis 'hand4 aceolhpaAy abH td extort 
a^eonleffioa of his trek(btes Shaw Aulum* 

, * * * 1 * * " f 


ThSar dayJlHik Aparttcptnta of ShawaWee Begttm'Wetc’fearchi-.^ 
cd, adid a ^afket 5f jeWeW focftc llrhigs of 'j)carl» and gold and' 
fihrcr plaite» ' bcidg ‘ ^ tieltvered ' td Qhdlauaii Kaudir i 

who alfo i^n^ * nihe*^ hoi^ .royal ftables^ 

l^hiily tbohfkiNl rdpe^ weipe, brad'* io " the door of a 

room, h^^dles 'fetrib pW**' 't^e d»Qt dfe ^ttSr to the 

rnim, and edma^andcd ^ liic'0^^ |C^*1d»e/s^am|e of B^dar 

Sb^i with* ^ y*" ' • ‘ 

** *!t1ie dippo^«of ^ iffih rtd^n m ^htimmud» Bedar^ 
" Shaw, j ^ ,6^* ^ Uirot^hout tbe^ 

i H 

To-day, ^five rupees, a h^» and a car|Met, ^wcrc fent by 
Gholaum kaudir to die Unfettimate Shaw Auluin. Several la« 


^dies of the haram up heatfifi with whips, to 

forra 'a difcovcry of th^^ei^i^; die pal^'' was filled with 
ciies^aiid lamentatiofi^t ' Except ^ *garmenta‘they had on, every 
thing waa ieh?ed> 

I V ♦ ^ ^ ^ ^ * 

' GlioMum Kaxidir g^^liQnaefi Beg five, l^cks of 

rupees fi’om the plnn^ of ,,jS^eta]^of^the ponfined 

prit^ccs were infiflted “by blo^fta; ^ hjultcfa and corn- 

memhapts fcaz^ and hyipoj&Qed to Ikctprt rnc^ them. 

The Mvob the^eumjchs mpfp^nted to ihe em- 
peror, ,^t they 3)&d 'extort adhoovejcy 

ir^ fome of the laoM » quantity of gold 

and'filVer plate, with iolhe^jewell^ Be o^rcd them to be lent " 
to Ghdlaum Kaudir. ^ Meeraa, Bodddbs an ancient prince, 
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to Shaw Aulum> was Teized by the Rohilla, and a demand 
made of a lack of rupees. Pleading inability, he was delivered 
to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir went to 
Shaw Aulum, ‘and threatened him. The unhappy prince re- 
plied, ** What I had, you have taken; but, if you think 1 
♦* conceal fome treafures within me, rip up my bowels, and 
** be convinced.” The traitor then afliired him, if he would 
difcover his hoards, he Ihoujd reafcend his throne. SIww 
Aulum anfwered, I have no ambition left; may God prol 
** te€t you, who have laid me afide: I am content with mjfc 
*« fete.” The Rohilla then proceeded to the apartments of the 
brothers of Shaw AulmiU threatened them with punilh- 
ment. Four trunks of wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels, • 
and a filver bedhead only, were found in them on the ftrideft 
fearch. The navob Nazir repents, now too late, of his con- 
dud; and will have more caufe every day. Iflnaeel Beg is 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire 
and command in his army. ** 

To-day, perfons* were fent to dig up the floors of the apart- Auguft 
ments of Meerza Byddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap- 
.parel, were found. The prince and his femily were ordered 
to be kept without food ; but -at the eameft interceflion of 
Meerza liinga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it was allowed them. 
Gholaum Kaudir to-day roughly demanded from the emperor the 
whole lum he had promifed for his throne. &dar Shaw feid. 

He had given every thing as yet difeovered, and deiired the 
** jewels might be valued.” The Rohilla replied, ** Jewels 
• ** were to him of, no value; he muft have money, or plate 
to coin.” A melfege commg from the princels Mallckeh 
^ummanch, that Ihe \triflicd to fee him, he would not go, but 
abufed her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar 
Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every exprtion fliould 
VoL. II. • O o be, 
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be ufed.to procure money. The fultan would have embraced 
him* hut the wretch drew back* and retired , in dhpleafure ; 
after which he fent a band of Afgbauns to |uard the royal 
perfon and extort money; .They threatened to pull Bedar Shaw 
from his throne* and corred him with blows j upon which he 
exclaimed, ** If this is empire* the fcanty meal I enjoyed when 
** among the confined princes, was fweet indeed.” The Af- 
ghauns ordered him to be ^eQt, frying, ** They had ruined 
** Shaw Aulum in an ipfrant* and what was he better than 
< ♦‘f him.” Guards were abb placed over the Begums Mallekeh 
Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhali and Gholaum Kaudir informed 
them* ** that as the** world wodld iJdw at any rate ^call him 
** traitor* he was refrlved to fcize the whole property of the 
** royal family.” The navob Nazir trembles for his frfeQr, and 
has difeharged lus attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de* 
inanded from him. 


Augull 3 d. 




Auguft 4th. 


To-day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan * feated lumfelf in the pre- 
fence of Bedar Shaw, and fmoaked his hookah before him ; 
frretching out his feet on th'e royal mufiiud* at the fame time 
infulting him by abufive language. . 

. ‘ ^ % 
Bedar Shaw fent a note by the Nazir to Gholaum Kaudir, 
requeuing him to have the jewels yalijed, but he refufed; de- 
manding fix lacks in money, and would not fuifer the Nazir to 
return. The emperor fendiing him two garlands of flowers, he 
threw them on the ground in diirefpe<5t. The Begums Mal- 
lekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal have difeharged their 
houfeholds., Ruttun Ram advifin^ Bedar S^w to fend a khe- 
laut to the navob vizier, he laid, ** I have none but this old 
** garment on my body.” , •* 

Gholaum 


* The highefi dlfiepe^ he could be guilty of to the fov^f'eign. 
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Gholaunii Kaudir Khan to-day forced the doors of the royal Auguft sth. 
baths ; and finding two filver chairs, fent them to the mint. The 
apartments imd cffaSs of Meerza Akber Shaw were raniacked. 

Thirty two ele|diantii and one hundred horles ifrora the roy^ 
ftables were fent to the Rohilla camp. A rcqueft of Sluw 
Aulum ibr fome foot cloths was complied with. 

The thrones and other feats belonging to' Shaw Aulum, orr Auguft 6tlu 
namented with gold or filver, were • broken to pieces, and the 
. plate fent to the mint. Oholaum Kaudir leized the clothes dnd 
ornaments of fifiy or fixty (lan^uag girls telonging to the palace. 

On their complaining oF his *oppreilion, he commanded them 
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with their performance, * 
gave them back their clothes, but kept their jewels, and turned * 
them out of the cita'dd. After thisi he Went to the apartments 
of the prince Meerza Baber, 'which were ranfacked ; and fent a 
woman to fearch the haram. When every thing was feized, 
the prince and ftie ladies were ordered to be put* with the reft 
of the royal ftmily in confinement. The dwelling of Meerza 
Khoord,* brother to Shaw Aulum, was. next plundered. The 
chief woman fervaqt oft Kirrammut al Nifia Begum was ieized, 

*and fe^erely beaten, to make her difeover the efiefts of her 
miftrefs; but fiie would not confeft, and was put into piifon. 

The fioors of the Begum's apartments were then dug up, and 
Ibme gold ornaments found. Gholaum Kaudir to-day 'threatened 
B&dar ShCaw with puriiflynent, if he would not lj)cedily fup- 
ply him with money, as the troops wwe becoming clamorous 
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a diC- 
covery of the money he had faved , fiX)m' the revenues of Ben- 
gal and Aleabad. The Shaw replied, ** that what was in 
the palace was febsed; he had no more; and begged to he 
** put to death, that he might be fi’ced from mifery." The 
Rohilla replied, ,<* he would not hurt him, but force a con- 

* O o 2 ■ feftion 
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** fefHon from his Tons Mfierza .Akber and Soleymaun ^lekkoh.’* 
Upon which Shaw Aulum iaid, ** 1 am in your hands> but 
** injure not my children." Gholaum Kaudir threatened the 
princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father’s trea- 
fury j but informed him, that there was a Caihmirian woman 
in the fervicc of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con- 
cealed, was informed of it. Upon this' the woman was fent for 
and queflioned, but confefled nothing; when ihe was confined 
for forther examination. Bedar 'Shaw to-day gave Gholaum 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five thoufand rupees, 
which had been di&qyered, wkb whfch he was well plealed, 
and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel fiom the wardrobe, 
and five iilver plates. ' fiedar Shaw defired he would carry 
him to the general mofque to pay his devotions; but the Ro- 
hilla told him not to be in ha^, and he fhould go at a con- 
venient time in proper ftate. The diflention with Ifmaeel Beg 
encreafts daily, and that chief is treating with the Mharatiasj 
but, till their arrival, waits to get what he can from the plun- 
. der of the palacS. The farnitme of the royal elephants was 
feized to-day. 

Auguft 7 th. Bedar "Shaw fent a mef&ge to Gholaum Kaudir, feat he 
“ had, to gratify him, though unbecoming his dignity as a 
“ prince', affifted in rifling the palace, ahd furrendered the trea- 
** fure difeovered. Nothing more was left, but he was ready 
** to accompany him to the field,, and acquire wealth’ for him 
** wife the fword." Gholaum Kaiitfir vifited Shaw Aulum, and 
told him, ** he was forry for his treatons, but would make 
** amends by feating His fon Meerza Akbdr on the thrtMie." 
Shaw Aulum replied, ** he’ might ad as he pleafed; but as for 
** himfelf, he was weary of fiich ‘ degraded empire, and only 
** wiflieu to be retired, and employ himfelf in devotion.” Bedar 
Shaw was fe^erely thatatened tl^ day wife corredion, if he did 

not 
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not procure mere money; upon which he replied, ** that he had 
** given all in his power, and ihould be happy to be rcleafed 
** from fuch /nock royaltyl” 

Bedar Shaw was again threatened with corredion and confine* Auguft 8th, 
ment, in caie he did not produce more money or jewels; and 
again replied, ** that Gholaum Kaudir might ad as he pleaTed.” 

In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of an hun* Auguft 9tli. 
. dred women were fearched/ and afterwards imprifoned. Mallekeh 
Zumniaueh was this day violently indifpofed. Bedar Sluw de- 
clared to Gholaum Kaumr, ** that there were no more valu- 
** ables left in the palace; but if he choie, he would attend ' 

** him to colled money from the rajas and zemindars.” The 
Rohilla anfwercd, ** that if money was not brought him on 
** the morrow, the Shaw muft take the confcquence.” Twenty 
chefrs lace and tififues were this day burned by Gholaum 
Kaudir, to extrad tlw filver. Bedar Shaw rc(|ucftcd an in- . 
terview, but was rudely refuied in the evening. A meeting 
took piace between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg Khan. 

The navob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not 
‘product money. 

Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw Aulum Aug. loth. 
and demanded a difeovery of his Hidden treai'ure. The unfortunate 
Shaw replied, ** I have none; take what you can find in the fort.” 

The villain then ordered his attendants to lift up the princes Meerza 
Solcymaun, Akber Shaw and othm, and dafh them on the 
ground; which thby did. '^haw. Aulum in the agony of his 
grief exclaimed, “ Traitor, forbear .fuch cruelty on my cliUdren 
** in my fight.” Upon this, Gholaum Kaudir made the Ro- 
hillas c^ him on the ground; after which they fat upon his 
breafr, and frabbed out his eyes wi^ .a dagger. He then gave 

orders 
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orders for the like cruelty to be infli£ted on the princes, but 
was prevented by the entreaties of an officer, named Seetiildafs. 
The palace refounded with lamentations among. the ladies of 
the haram. They were commanded to be filent, on pain of 
chaiUiement. In the afternoon, Bedar Shaw was carried into 
the city, attended by the Rohilla ; but the latter, iiiipedting 
treachery from Iftnaeel Beg, returned fuddenly with the Shaw 
tp the palace. The inhabitants defert the city iii crowds. The 
bankers’ and jewellers’ ibops have been ihut up many days. 

Aug. loth. Two furgeons were font to .|ittend Shaw Aolum, who lies 
* in great agony of pain. Some money 'and eftedts were font by 

‘ Gholaum Kaudir to Ifixfoeel Beg, who is much dillatisiied. A 
meeting afterwards took place between them, and they viiited 
Bedar Shaw in company. . 

.•b . ^ ' 

Aug. nth. Shaw Aulum petitioned for fome ' relief, as his ftimily had 
been three da/s- without provilions. Gholaum Kaudir ordered 
^ ‘twenty eight rupees per day to be diftributed for their fup- 
port. ' 

Aug. izth. Gholaum Kaudir Khan .ordered an efcort to condufft, the * 
plunder of the palace to Ghofo^ur. The cooking utenftls of 
the royal kitchens were foized this d^.* 

Aug. 13th. The emperor Bedar Shaw defired the navob Nazir ’to pre- 
pare a mofque in the palace for his devotions j but was in- 
formed, that the carpeting, &c. had beeqf foized. Upon his 
importunity, however, fome fort of preparation was made; and 
Bedar hea^, for the iirft time, the prayer read in his own 
name as emperor. Tvro infont fons of the prince Soleymauh 
Shekkoh to-day ’ died for want of food. Shaw Aulum difinilled 
• . his 


* About two pounds twelve (billings. 
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his phyficians, wd declined nouriihment, ‘faying, ** it was more 
** preferable to die, . dtan live, and behold his family perilhing * 

** around him.*’ Bc^ ordered the children to be buried in 
the Mhal. Ife fiiid, ** that Shavy Aulum complained unjuftly, 

** and (hould be refigned to the decrees of providence.” Gho- 
laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Dicn, 
where he was met by Ifmaeel Beg, and mutual oaths of re- 
conciliation paiTed between diem. 

The ladies from feveral apartments of the haram were turgct^ Aug. 14*. 
out into * Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded by Gho- 
laum Kaudir to dig up th?flooii*in fcarch of treafure. Parties of 
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum- 
is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe. 

The Rohillas mutiiued, and Gholaum Kaudir was obliged Aug. isth. 
to remain clofe in the citadel. Meerza Ifinaeel Beg confined 
feveral inhabitants of the city to extort money from them. 

Bedar Shaw Jefired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparmg Aug.’i6tlu 
to refill: the ISlharattas^ who were now plundering round the 
•city, ^nd' carrying off the catde and grain. Many angry meC- 
fages palled between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel. Beg, con- 
cerning the divifion of .plunder. At length, the former went 
to vifit the latter in the evening to try an accommodation. 

Two diamonds, which had been given from the plunder of 

4 Shaw 

» Sulleemghur, or Selimghur, is part of the old palace ereAcd by the em- 
peror Jehauageer, 'whofe* name was alfo Sulleem, or Selim. Since the comple- 
tion of the new palace by Shaw Jdiaua,' Sulleeii^iur has been ufed, as a piifon 
for the princes of the royal family. It i> Isrge, has feveral count, and gardens 
for their recreation. Till the reigning emperor became himfelf in want, they 
were allowed every convenience of life, but liberty} and as they were molily 
bom and bred up in confinement, perhaps did not much feel the want of it. 
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Shaw Aulum to Bcdar'Shaw, were this day taken from him by 

* ^ RohiUa. 

Aug. 17th. To«day, Gholaum Kaudif and Ifmaeel Beg' vifited Bedar 
Shaw, Mid demanded money, that they might pay the troops, 
and attend him to the field. The^ Shaw replied, “ that he had 
** none; but would confign over to them the navob Nazir, 
** from whom they might extort ij.’* A convoy of baggage, ficc. 
/rom Ghofeghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rohillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna 
in trying to efcape from the enemy by fi^rding it. The Mha*. 
rattas appeared on the bank of Sie Jifnina oppofitc the citadel. 
'Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to. march, offering to ac- 
company him. 

Aug. 18th. The Mharattas continued their approaches, all fupplics were 
flopped from the city, and the (hops (hut up. Part of the Ro- 
hilla army erdfied the river, unoppofed by the enemy. Gho- 
laum Kaudir went into the apartments of the^ confined princes, 

* and ordered die property of Khier al Nifla Begum, filler of 
Shaw Aulum, to be feized. Her money, ornaipciits, and even 
the garments fhe had on, were taken. Several printes^were 
brought before him, whom he addreffed, faying, You afpired 
** to empire, give me your treafures for it. In reply, they 
wept, and faid, “ You have taken all we had ; there is nothing 
“ remaining but our lives.” He then caufed them to be beaten 

* with whips, and fent them back to confinement.. A demand 

was made on the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal for five lacks of rupees. • 

Aug. 19th. The cffedls of the two Begums above-mentioned were this 
day feized, guards placed on their houfes, and their attendants 
fent prifbncrs to the citadel. A letter was prefented from Shaw 

Aulum 
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Aulum requeiling rdtcf* as he and his fatnily were periHung 
with hunger. Gholaura Kaudir threw the letter on the ground, 
and exclaimed, .** I came not here of my own will; but, as 
I llept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an apparition 
ftruck me on the fece, faying, March ipeedily to Dhely, de- 
** pofe the Qmperor,‘and feize the country.” Mecrza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day Co fcvcrely flogged by or- 
ders of the Rohilia, as to faint away, and at length difl:ovcred 
a chamber, under the floor of w;hich were fecreted fome large 
• chefls, two of which were filled with gold coin, and ofhefs 
with rich cloths. * The^^onte;^ of this hoard were unknown to 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum 
in the lafl: reign. 

A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and has efFefla feized. Aug. aotli. 
He was alfo commanded to difeover the hidden treafures of Shaw 
Aulum, on pain of puniihment. Bedar Shaw fent a requeft to 
Gholaum Kaudir for the releafe of Meerza Buddoo; but the 
meflenger returned, without delivering it, the navob being in a. 
vic4ent rage, which made him fearful of going into his pre- 
^ fence.. .About* nind at night, the Shaw ventured to 'fend again, 
beggiiig that he would, for pity's fake, allow fome vidluals for 
die womc^i upon which he font a fmall quantity of oil and 
. flour. Many ladies olf the haram were fearched to-day, and 
Rohilia. foldiers placed at thek apartments. Gholaum Kaudir 
came into the oratoiy, and had much converfation with the 
emperor and the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal; when it was agreed, that the ladies belonging to Bedar 
Shaw fhould be removed from the haram, and a ftri<3: foarcli 
• treafiire in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent 

for, and ordered to difcdyer his hoards. He replied, thai he 
** knew of none, and begged for compaflion on fais miferies, 

VoL, II. * . P p ’ “ and 
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" and his family dying with hunger." The Rohilla told him , 
** he Ihould yet have more calamities to fuffer/' 

r 

Aug. 2ift. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh IVlhal from their chambers into the apartments of Ak» 
ber Shaw,, and alfo the Begum of Bedar Shaw, Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of hb infulted honour; 
when the Rohilla turning him baCk, told him to go and keep 
them company ; when he retired to them accordingly. Four 
ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their b^ies were 
thrown into the open court, whilje Gljolaum Kaudir was fur- 
veying the labourers, who, by his ordera, were bulled in dig- 
ging up the floors of . the haram. * He to-day commanded fome 
of the princes to ling for him, and one of his attendants en- 
treating him not to be fo difrefpeftful, he' cjcclaimed, If they 
” cannot ling, what clfe are they fit for? They are the olf- 
“ Ipring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have 
** tamely fuffered me to adl as I have done?" 

Aug. 22d. Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him, 
from regard to God and the prophet, to allow rlbine prpvifion 
for his women and children; when the Rohilla frowned fternly 
upon him, and uttered much abufivc language. The ^haw with 
the Begums are now confined in the odlagon turret, furrounded 
only by Ikreens. Gholaum Kaudir fent for ‘Akber Shaw and 
other princes to ling and play before him, which they dared 
not refufe. After the performance, he exprefled his approba- 
tion, and faid, “ Shaw Aulum and his family Ihould no longer 
** be dillrcllcd for necefl'aries and food." 

Aug, 23d. The houfe of the navob Nazir vras fearched, but nothing 
of much value difeovered. The R^ohilla chiefs grow clamorous 
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for money. , Gjiolaum Kaudir pretends he has none* and is 
. dividing among them the e£feds of the palace. 

• 

. A daughter,, of the prince Meerza Toghrul died of hunger, Aug, a+ih. 
and* was buried in her chamber. . Meerz^t Ifmaeel Beg fent to 
enquire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene- 
my were now furrounding him. Ghokum Kaudir excufed him- 
felf for his behaviour to the»navob Nazir, by declaring, tllat he 
had feized his property, only left it ftiould be fulpe<fted that he 
was his advifer in the ’plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneh* aftd 
Sahebeh Mbal. Partic^ of Mharattas appeared to-day clofe 
to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks. 

Munhiar Sing, who commanded the pakce guard, having af- 
lowed fome proviiions to pafs to Shaw Aulum and the other 
confined princes, was rebuked feverely by Gholaum Kaudir. 

Meerza Ifmaeel Beg threatened Gholaum Kaudir, that if he Aug. ajtiu 
would not deliver up his lhare of the plunder, *he would leave 
him; and the Mc^ul cJiiefs alfo declared, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fervice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no apivver. .* MUlekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent 
* a petition that they might not' be left to periili with hunger, 
but rather, be relieved from their miferies by immediate death. 

Bedar Shaw threatened to put on a ‘religious habit f but was 
told by the Rohilia, that he muft prepare to march. He re- 
plied, that he would not move. 

$ 

Bedar Shaw iiequefted of Gholaum Kaudir to dethrone him, Aug. 26tli. 
as he was weary of a d^ity which ,did not afford him and 
^ his family the moft common neccfkries of life. Gholaum 

' ^ P p 2 Kaudir 

* Ini HindooAan, for a perfon under the prote^Uon of another to aiTume 
the habit of a fatceer, or religious, is reckoned difgraceful to the party promifing 
(rote^tion, and believed to bring- down tlie curfes of heaven upon him. 
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Kaudir feized all the hcufes of the royal ftabL6s« and diArlbuted ■ 

them among his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value« , 

for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger, 
and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, pn 
the fands of the Jutlbia, On ita being reported, that many ‘ 
others were in a dying itate, from the fame caufe, Gholaum 
Kaudir fent a fmall fupply for the women of Bedar Shaw, but 
topic no notice of the reft. • 

Aug: 27th, Four ladies* of Shaw Aulum’s haram, weary of life, threw 

themfelves from a window into thys riv«’» and w^ere drowned. 
Their bodies were ftripped by feme foldkrs, one of whom was 
wounded in a feuiHe for the divifion of the garments. The 
unfortunate Shaw Attlum, almofi famifhed, fent a fmaU filver 
bow ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition, into the market 
for fale. It produced only * feven pice, with which feme coarfe 
bread was purchafed for liis meal. A cOnfiderable fum of 
money, many valuable jewels and rich effe^, were found in 
the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir, 

4 L . if r- 

c 

(\ug. 28th, Some provifions and apparel were allowed, to > Shaw Aulum 
and his fiunily. Mallckeh Zunumneh and Sahebeh Mhal en- 
treated, but in vain, to be allowed to retire to their houfes in 
the city. ‘Gholaum Kaudir refufed to vifit Bedar Shaw, though 
repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was releafed from his 
. confinement. The fliops in the city are fliut up, owing to 
the riotous behaviour of the Rohillas from the deamefs of grain, 
the Mharattas preventing all fuppUes fiom the country. 

Aug. 29th. Gholaum Kaudir, in a frolic of intoxication, fent for Akber 
Shaw and fevcral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the 
lion bafrion, where he entertained them with a feafr and dan- 
cing. 


* About fixpence. 
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cing. After fome time, laying his head on the knees of Akber 
Shaw, he.llept for t^o hours. On awaking, he wept, fay- 
ing, « he had been guilty of great crimes, and- repented of 
** his behaviour i that he would reftore all the property he 
** had taken, but could not replace the eyfcs of Shaw Aulum.” 

Akber Shaw, >after fome confideration, obferved, that the pro- 
** vidence which had given eyes to his &tJier, had allb taken 
*.* them away j and the inftrument of heaven waS not to blame.’’ 

They fat at the entertainment until funrife. 

• ' ' c . ^ 

Bedar Shaw went to vifit ,Gholaum KJudir, who would not Aug. 30th. 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. The 
women of the haram are in the greatell diftrefs for want of 
victuals. 

Bedar Shaw, by meffage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order Aug. 31ft. 
fome relief to the confined princes and ladies of the haram ; • 
but was anfwered with angiy refuials. GholatiVn Kaudir, in 
pafling by the Mhgl, was accofted with loud complaints from 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow them food, 

^or let them .leave <die citadel; but he pafied on, laying, ** that 
** in. ibur days more he would relieve them.” He went tb 
the emperor’s bedchamber, and finding a feymetar on the bed, 

.took it away ; at the fame time commanding the guards not to 
let Bedar Shaw come to him on any. account. 

The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- 
rears. He has fpent this, day in trying to appeafe them, but 

in vain. They threaten to defert him. 

• 

Gholaum Kaudir went out to die tomb of Hoomaioon to 
pacify the RohilYas;. After much argument, one of the muti- 
neers, drawing his dagger, rulhed towards him, but was flop- 

* ped 


Sept. ift. 
17SS. 
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ped by his companions.. At length, the troops were latisfied 
with the affurancc of, receiving two mopths pay itnn^ediately, 
and Gholaum Kaudir returned to the palace, i 

Sept. 3d. News arrived that the zemindars in ‘Sarungpore were in' 
arms ; on which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolvcd to 
inarch to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifmaeel Beg Khan in Dhely, to 
defend It againll the Mharattas. • 

S«pt. 4 th. . r Gholaum Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar- , 
rcl has arifen between him anci^^^^tnaeel Beg ih^an coiicerning 
the divilion of the plunder. ' ^ 

Sept, 5th. Bedar Shaw requefted, by melTage, that Gholaum Kahdir 
would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Auimn ana his 
fons, who had not been lhaved fince the day of Ins demrone- 

• ment. It was allowed. , Gholauin Kaudir has been the whole 

• day drinking, ‘ind^ lillening to the fingmg girls. 

Sept. f6th.’ ^ fyf (he deceaied emperor Ahmed Shaw died* in the 
palace, and Gholaum Kaudir would not • pewnit .the body to be 
carried out for interment, though Bedar Shaw entreaited his' 
permilTion. The Rohilla has been tins day confulting with his ' 
odicers, u;oncerning his defence again!! the Mharattas. 

Sept. 7 th. As Gholaum Kaudir was fitting under a tree this day, a 
black fnake fell upon him from one of the branches, but he 
received no injury. A quantity of gold and jewels was dif- 
covered in die ceiling of a chamber. Part hf the Rohilla army 
crolfcd the river, on which the Mharattas retreated to feme 
dillance. 

Bedar 

* 

• The terrifoiy inherited by^Gholaum .Kaudir from his father Zabtah Khan, 
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants, that his was a Sept. .jUj., 
ftrangc empire, for he could not even obtain neceflaries for his 
family.; that he read the koraun nightly, flept upon the bare 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his 
mercy woCild have pity on his iituation. Gholaum Kaudir re- 
viewed his artillery, and is preparing to march. 

Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. . 9**'* 

* Gholaum Kaudir divide'^ the royal tents among his chief* Sept. lotfi. 
followers. • » 

« 

Nothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gho- 
laum Kaudir, alarmed at information of Ifmaecl Beg’s being in 
treaty with Sindia to deliver him up to that chief, fuddenly 
left the palace, and fwam the Junrna on an elephant to join 
the part of his army encamped on the other fide. In a few 
days, however, he returned ; and going to Shaw Aiilum, alTured 
him, that though he might reign again if the Mharattas were , 
vidtorious, he fliould nqjt enjoy the prefence of his children, as 
Miey ftiouJd be put *to death in cafe of his defeat. The favage 
, Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortunate emperor 
to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. Akber 
Shaw making fome refiftance, Gholaum Kaudir drew his fdymetar, 
and threatened to kill -*11^ if he did not embark, when the 
prince was obliged to comply. The plunder of the palace was 
• alfo all cariied off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla 
• returned to the citadel, and feverely beat Shaw Aulum with 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He then 
obliged the aged Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal to go to his camp, in defpite of their lamentations and 
entreaties. Then fetting lire to all the combuftihle parts of the 
citadel, he evacuated it, with his followers, and repaired to his 

camp. 
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camp. Upon His departure, a detachment of Mharattas took 
pofleilion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, the chief, re» 
leafed Shaw Aul'um from his confinement, and ordered refreih- 
ments for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons 
in the haram, who, for feyen days, had been able to procure 
no fuflenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or- 
dered to. be ftriick. in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was 
again treated as emperOr^ but hfc wilhed to decline the throne 
in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had* always intended for 
hif fucceflbr. 

Gholaum Kaudir, a few day% after his departure from Dhely, 
dif^fted at fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to job- 
tain an accommodation with the Mharattas. By regaining the 
favour of Shavy Aulum, dethroned his newly made fovereign, 
and acknowledged,' as emperor, Akber Shaw. Such was the 
affedtion of Shaw Aulum to his fon, that on hearuig of his 
exaltation, he wrote to Gholauip Kaudir and the treacherous 
navob Nazir, afluring them of his pardon, for the injuries he 
had fuftained by their condudb, and thanking them for placing 
his ion on the throne. He entreated Rafw Khan, Ae Mha- 
ratta general, to acknowledge Akber Shaw; but that chief re- 
fufed, faying. ** He could not, while the prince was in fadl 
** only a prifoner, in the hands, of Gholaum Kaudir Khan," 

4 

Rana Khan having fettled affairs at- Dhely, and being re- 
inforced by navob Alee Bahadur with a confiderable force from 
Dekkan, eroded the Jumna, to oppoife Gholaum Kaudir Khan. 
That chief, finding it impoffible to ihind againft fo powerful 
an enemy, endeavxwred to rawke his retreat into his own coun- 
try, but was intercepted. " He took refuge in the town of Mhirto, 
and made propolals of fubraiflion ; but tlie Mharattas would not 
accept them ;* and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made a 

general 
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genenl «4auk 5 >n <3ie place. Gbola^m KTaudir 4efanded him* 
ielf a iay sjaax^ diej^ attacks 2 but feeing that he mufe 

in the en4 ha razeed)) fie im the night mounted '9 fleet horfe 
and made lesving Im fliUiowm to ihift &r them< 

feives. He had not rode mai^ miles,, when his horfe ftum- 
bled* and Chgloufii Kaudtr wSa fo htuifed by the he re- * 
ceived, that he eould not move. In ffuit htuation he was found 
by ibnie villagers, who eook him poriibner to the Mharatta camp. 
He had, prevbus to his ^flight^ concealed tibe moil valuable ’ 
jewels acquired feom^*'^ j^lunder of tHe palace, in his iadd|e^ 
and honfings. To whofe lot this prise fell, is not known, as 
the horfe was never fouruK The* oavob Nazar, and other chiefs 
who had remained in Mhitt9* were in die morning obliged to . 
furrender widi the tr^ps at ihe ' diferetion of the enemy. Qho- 
laum ICaudir was at flrfe treated with dtilint^ion; but ibon put 
into heavy irons, widi his ootrqiaOion in treachety, the navob 
Nazir. Akber Shaw ^ the odier' font "of Shaw Aulum, with 
the Begums Malfekeh Zummancdi znd Safaelieh Mhal, alfb the 
depofed Bedar Shaw, Were fcfpidtfiiUy treated by Rana Khan, 
Avho fent them to Ghely. with a proper Ofemt for dlieir pro- 
tection. Bedar Shaw w^s remanded to imprifenment. 

The Mhatadas poflcflbd them^ves of Ghbfeghur, and the 
territories of Ofaplaum hattifln KJ|ian. They are now without 
a? rival In the diw^^nn of tho ^pferosv and lifc'dy to *reinaid^ 
fo, as long as their own ftate dull remain feee internal 
commotions, and the ne^ttraliq^ oflhe ISogUCh ahll the navob 
vizier, with refpeCt to the impeehd he <bbferv^. 

While a prince ^ the houfe Tjmur is efleemed as a 
nbeeifery pag^t for die veiieration of the people, wt (hall 
condhue to hear of an emperor of HindoOftani but it is very 
improb^e liMt tmy fl;itOfO poflb^r of the throve. Will ever 
Vot. IL CLq ’ acquire 
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acquire the fouJleft' ind^pendance on the wiU ^ power 
which protects his pe^n^ whether Hindoo or Mahpnounedan. 
The rulers of the du^tarent provinces have, as yet, heen con- 
sented to acknowledge^^ a* m^minal fubmplon 'jto an emperor, 
frpn% motives of coAv^tti^ce. It iuw prevented the jealoufy of 
" their equals, and given ^ fitn^on to their usurpations with the 
people, who have yet regarded the Timur j&mily as the foun- 
tain of honours and employments j but, ejccept over Dhely, a 
Small traiSl around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
jjdeabad, the emperors have had jno lelft territorial authority, 
tince the reign of Mahummud Shaw^. The Mharattas once 
attempted to let up a fovcreigtt of tSicit own 'at Dhely * ; and, 
Ihould they ‘not be, interrupted in their prefont career of vic- 
tory, may, in a fow years, throw ahde the fomily of Timur, 
and declare the raja of Sittarra, or their pelhwa, emperor of 
Tlindooftan, or at leaft of the eitteufive lhare of it in their 
podTefoon. 


Since this concluhon, the wretch Grholaum Kaudir was 
punched by Sindia* His ears, nofo, almsf. and legs, were cut 
off; -and in this mutilated flate he was font to ShaW.*' Auluni, 
but died on the road to Dhely. * JShaw Aulum has realTum- ■ 
•ed the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fubfiils on die 
• bounty of Sindia, who is employed in' reducing the Jcypore .. 
country. 

1792. 

By the lafo advices, Sihdia bad levied contributions from' 
the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodepore rajas, and obliged them to 

cede 

• The failure of which attempt has been tcl&ted in the defott of the Bhaow, 
by the Abdailse Shaw, in the prece^tog pagek 
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cede fomc parts of Aeir cooatiy» and pay tribute for the refl. 
Shaw Aulum continues a mere peniioner on this chief. The 
fuccedes of thp.EnsIillh* Nizam* and Mharattas a^inA Tippod 
Sultan, and the pa&ion df hW* territories, promile fome con- 
.tinuance of ftdcc to«|lindooim j where A is probable, how* 
ever,*" the fon of Timur has itt for ever. • . 


END OF AtmtTNGZE&E**. SUCCESSORS 
IN THE EMPIRE OF HINDOOSTAN, 
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. HISTOSr OF BENGAL,- 

ly 

'noM rta acoessioh of 

ALIVERBEE KHAN MAHABUT JUNG., 




preface;. 


It was ruppcf^d* that an acoebnt of the affairs of Bengal, 
with which we are fb nearly concerned, would be more agree- . 
able to the reader feparately detailed, as its conneiflion mufl 
have been frequently broken off by the events in other pro- 
vinces, if inferted in the general hiftory of the empire. 

• 

Bengal, fince the deadi ‘of Mahummud Shaw^ like the other 
provinces, has been 'nearly independant of the emperors ; the 
leveral navobs reinitsing* only a trifling part of the revenues to 
court, ahd the EngliCh government, lince the departure of Shaw 
Auluni in 1771^ from under our protection, has ceafed to pay 
4 ny other acknowledgment of his fovereignty, than uflng his 
name on 'the coin and in fbme of the orders of adnuniftradon 
to native offleers; if we except a few inconfiderable prefents 
offered him oa the great Mahummedan feftivals. 

At the death of Aurungzebe, and for fome years prior to 
that event, Bengal was goyerned by Moorfhud KooUce Jaiiicr 

• Kiian, 
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Kbao, of whom iHn account has been publidied by Mr. Glad- 
wiN> and alfo of. fucceflbr ^ujah ad Dowlah. His Ton 
Serferauz ad Dowlah waa ' depofed by MahabuC Jung> ^ed 
alfo AUverdee Khait* whofe lilh begins the following pages. 

s ^ 

This was compiled 'j^rn a Perioan manufcript. ,Tbc tran- 
sitions from his lall ilhieA ' inrere tranilated from the PerSan 
hidojy of Beng|l> as' Ut«a% dSs po6iMB« of *Gholaum 'Houf> 
fein Khan^ a karned and reipetable charater, once of 
greater confbquence* but now, if livinj;, a tpemt>er of the na- 
tive court of judicature under the mbft worthy navob Alee 
Ibrahim Khan; the eftablilhmcnt of which by Mr. Hastings 
reilored jufUce and police to a great capital, in which they had 
long been ocgleted* , 


• An Engtilh trsoilation of this fats, I anderibad, ijsm pubKhed in Calcutta, 
by Muflapha, « Frebch imi0u1maun, which 1 ihould have wUhed to tove com* 
partd with my Cmn, but have not been able to procltre it. • , . 
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On intelligence of his approach, Moorfhud Koollee Khan 
having fummoned hi^ friends to a confultation, laid his fabre 
before them, agd . after inveighing againil the ufurpation and 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions of oppofing 
him, fliould they be firm in fupport and attachment } but 'otherwifc, i 
to retire to Ibme. place of fecurity with his fcmily. The affem- 
bly unanimoufly ^ured him of their fidelity and readinefs to 
engage in war, and the chiefs of the army at his requeft re- . 
girt the fabre round his waifi. , After this, he moved from 

• Cuttac, and encamped in a *ilrong fituation, furrounded by thidc * 
woods and a riwr, fortifying Iw. camp with nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of cannon. 

Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on the bank of the river, 
within a few miles of the' enemy, and halted long,- being inca- 
pable of dillodging him from His fecure pofition. In this fitu- 
ation his camp was but ill fupplied with provifions, the zemindars 
being attached to Moorfhud Koollee Khan, ’and cutting off his 
convoys, fb that the, troops foon began to murmur. Meer- 
za Baukir Khan, learning the diflatisf^bn of the navob’s 
aray, contrary, to- th«f refiionftrances of Moorfhud Koollee Khan-, * 
at length imprudently moved fiom his camp and offered bat- 

• tie j which was gladly accepted by Mahabut Jung. The en- 
gagement was long and "bloody, but finally decided in -favour 

• of the latter. Moorfhud Koollee Khan, his fon in law, and chief 

dependants, made good their retreat , to Balafore, a, feaport town, 
from whence they embarked on board fhips, and arrived fafely 
at Maflulipatam, pn the coafl of Coromandel, where they were 
generoufly received by the fojedaur, Anwer ad Dien Khan. The 
raja of Rutteporei on the borders of Onffa, hearing of their 
flight, with a magnanimous humanity detaci>ed a force to Cut- 
tic, and brought off their families and treafure in fafety to his 
VoL. II. S f • rcfidcnce. 
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refidence, where he deUvered them to Baukir Ij^han, who was 
lent to reccivo them. * ’ ‘ 

Mahabut Jung after his victory marched to Cuttac> and hav- 
ing arranged the affairs c£ the province, entrufted the govern- 
ment to his nephew • Sowlut Jong, one of. the fons of Hajee 
.Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfhudabad, and employed 
himfelf in reflating the concerns of Bengal, in 'which he con- 
fulted the eafe and fatisfeaidn of the public. To the women 
aiid dependants of the late navob he granted liberal allowances, • 
and allotted them lands and hQjifes ^t Dacca,. where they re- 
tired. Nuffeefa Begum, fiftcr to Alla ad Dowlah, having accepted 
the fuperintendance of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated 
with the higheft relpedt, and the revenue of the Khaufs Ta- 
look and all eftates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier Khan, 
left at her difpofal. A fon of her brother’s, born on the day 
of his death,^ whom fhc had adopted, was per^tted to refide 
with her, and treat^ with parental fondnefs by Mahabut Jung 
and his nephew. 

' Sowlut Jung, in his, government of Cuttac -did not aa with 
that prudence becoming *his fituation. He vexed the adherents 
of Moorfhud KooUee Klmn, who had remained in the province 
under promife of not being molefted in their eftates; by fines 
and extortion, on pretence that they had fecreted money be- 
longing to tlieir late chief; and, being much addided to plca- 
fure, was guilty of exceffes in procuring women for his haram 
from the inhabitants. To thefc oppreftions ^hc added an imp<^ 
litic neglect of the troops ftationed with him by his uncle, in 
Icffening their pay to gafrifon allowance, which- gave great dif- 

uuft, fo tliat numbers left his fervice. Their places he filled 
** with 


« A diftriA round Moorflitfdabad, of which Jaffier Khan had purebafed the 
proprietary. 
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with natives of Cut^ who, for the latisfaftion of living at 
home, accepted of a trifling fldary. Thefe men were fecretly 
attached to the late governor, whofe fon in law now refided 
on the bordere* of the province, in hopes of opportunity offer- 
ing to renew his attempts. The conduct of Sowlut Jung be- 
coming daily more oppreflive to . the people, * they at length 
invited Moor&ud KooUee Khan to return ; but he * was too fond 
of his prefect retirement to haMrd his perfon, and rejedted their 
offers. Th^ then had recourfe to Baukir Khan, who gladly 
accepted their promifes of fupportj*and meafures were lb fecrqfly, 
contrived, that ^Sowlut Jung was fuddenly taken prifoncr in his 
palace in a general infuiTredtiofl' the people, and delivered to 
Baukir Khah, who alTumed the government of Cuttac. 

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of this event, loft no time 
in preparing to remedy the (hlafter. His brother Hajee Ah- 
mui and the mother of Sowlut Jung, apprehcnffve for the 
iafety of their fon, would have prevailed upon* him to give 
up Oriffa to Baukir Khan on promile of allegiance, and at* 
tributed his fuccefs'to aids he had received from Nizam al 
Moolk, whom Mspuld be impoli^’ to dilplcafc, as it might 
bring Opton him die fl>rce of Dekkan and lofs of Bengal j but 
he paid no attentiem to their advice. In a fhcHt.time his forces 
were ready ; and, having left Shawamut Jung in the epmmand 
of Moorffiudabad, he began his march at the head of twenty 
thoufanff liorfe and foot. . As an encouragement to his chiefs, 
he had ordered them to make ccn^derable additions to their 
corps, and promifed a reward of a. lac of rupees to the perlbn 
W’ho Ihould r^over«Sowlat Jung from captivity, and if he Ihould 
be the commandeer of a ccarps, to give two months pay ad- 
‘ditionally to each man. 
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Baakir Khan» on* the approach of the navob, entrenched 
himfelf on the hanks of the Mahanuddee; but having little 
hope of fucce& againfl: fo powerful an enemy, fent o£Phis bag* 
gage and family to Dekkan. Refolvcd that Sowlut Jung fhould 
not iUrvtve his . defeat, he placed him in a covered * rutt under 
the charge of two Moguls, who had orders to kill him, fhould 
the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them. 
To make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of 
horfe who guarded the carriage, .on the approach of an enemy. 

. to^ thruft their fpears into dt» and <|eftroy both the vidim and 
the executioners. Mahabut Jung attacked the entrenchments of 
Baukir Khan, who was deferted in t.n infl^t * by his troops, 
.too much intimidated, to make refiftancej; and the vidors pur- 
fued fo clofely, that they fpeedily overtook the efcort of Sowlut 
Jung, when numerous , fpears were thruft into the carriage, 
and one of the Moguls was killed,, but Sowlut Jung efcaped 
unhuft, by the wounded -man's falling upon him. The other 
Mogul was nightly wounded, and made his efcape, while the 
purfuers were relcafing their recovered prince. Mahabut Jung 
having returned thanks for his eafy vidory, and the fafety of 
his nephew from fuch, imminent dan^r, ^ fent him, , with a 
confiderable force for his protedion, to his parents at; Moor- 
fhudabad, not thinking it , prudent to entruft him again witli 
the government of Cuttac. The womep and fcihily of Sowlut 
Jung, who had been detained prifbners in a fortreis, were re-i 
leafed on news of the vidory by the garrifon, and-«fcorted 
fafely to him. The navob, having regulated the affairs of the 
recovered province, gave the< deputation of it to an officer of 
experience, nained Mahummud Mafoom j anjl apprehending no ' 
new danger near, permitted moft of the troops to retire to their 
homes, while he, with only his principal chiefs and about fiv^ 
thoufand horfe, marched llowly towards his capital, enjoying 

the 


* A carriage drawn by oxen* 
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the amufement of hunting on the way/ but this calm was 
fuddenly ovcrcaft by ftomis, which threatened his deftrudtion, 
and the defolation of the provinces. 

Mahabut Jung was encamped near Midnapore, when intelli- 
gence arrived that Boflcar Pundit had been detached by Rago- 
jee fihofelab, the Mharatta chief of Berar, at the head of forty 
thoufand horfe, to demand the *choute of Bengal, and was^ 
rapidly advancing towards him; but the navob, not cxpeifting 
,that they would enter by Oriffa, was little a.larm8d at the re- • 
port, as he had /eceived advice of their intention to pafs through 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the * capital to take 
meafures to relift them, for yvhich he fencied he Ihould have ’ 
ample time before they could reach that province. In this, 
however, he was miftaken, as an expreft fuddenly arrived that 
the enemy was within twenty coft of his camp. Mahabut Jung 
upon this haftencd his march to Burdwan, a confidcrable town, 
intending to place in it his heavy baggage, and cn^ge the 
Mharattas. Shortly after , his arrival they appeared, and laid waftc 
the environs of the camp with lire and fword. Some Ikirmilhes * 
took place vvith litfle iofs on either fide; the enemy, whofe 
objedl was plunder only, not chufing to rilk a general a<ftion. 
Some days palled in this manner, when Bolkar Raow propofed 
evacuating the country ifor a'ccHitribution of ten lacs of,fup^s, 
hut this was refufedj and Mahabut Jung refolved to pulh his 
^ay to Moorlhudabad, where he could recruit his feattered 
force. He ilTucd orders for the greateft part of the heavy bag- 
gage and ramp followers to remain at Burdwan, blit in vairt, 
as they were too mbch alarmed to truft themfelvcs in the town ; 
but the conlequence of their difobedience was nearly fotal. On 
the firft day's march, the Mharattas furrounded the line, and 

Mahabut 

• A fourth part of the revenues, which the Mharattas demanded from every 
province. This claim is aplained in the account of Uekkan. 
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Mahabut Jung, unable ’to defend the hm&erous crowd trf ofe- 
lefs attendants and ihitkot pcoj^e of his army, nowr reduced to 
lefs than hye thoiiifknd 'fighting men, had the mortification of 
lofing the chief part of his baggage, artillery, and tents. When 
he halted for the night, only a fmall teftt could be procured 
for hw reception. He now difpatchcd a meflenger wi^ odSaa 
to pay the ten lacks of rupees to tlw Aihairattas ; but Bofkar 
.Raow refufed, and demanded a ^* corore, with all the eleph^ts 
belonging to the navob. Mahabut Jung roofed fudi degrading 
cOnceflioris, and the next day proceeded on his march, which 
was harafied as ufual, and what httie baggage ^rerriained fell a 
prey to die enemy; who, howeW, could make no impreflion 
on the main body, and were c^en ^epuUed from the charge. 
For three days a running fight wis kept up, during which the 
greateft diftrefs for provifions and fheltcr fiom heavy rain was 
experienced by the troops of Mahabut Jung. On the fourth he 
reached Cutwa, which the Mharattas had laid wafte, and de- 
ilroyed luge magazines of grain by fire ; but enough remained, 
though in a parched Aaie, to be an acceptable fupjply to an 
’’^army almoft pcrifhing widi hunger. Here me navob encamped, 
on the bank of the river Bhaugruttce,' feepred . by his pofition 
from further infult of die enemy; and having written’ to his 
capital of the fituation he was in, &>wlut Jung joined him ex- 
peditiously with a cohfiderable reinforcement, and pfentiliil fup- 
pUes of provifions from the oppedke bank of die river, which 
was yet umnolcfted by the enemy. ■ * 


Bofkar. Pundit, the Mharatta general, from the fear<^ pafi> 
ing the rains in the country of an enemy" who had fb gal- 
lantly oppofed him, would have now retreated to Berax; but 
Meer Hubbeeb, an officer of Mahabi^ Jung’s, who had Wn 
taken prifoner and accc*ptcd the femee of the ■ Mharattas ad- 

. vifed. 


* Upwards of a million fterling. 
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vlfed him to remain» offering to provide Tuhriflance for his army, 
and to guide a detachment to Moorfhudabad, which might eahly 
be plundered, it being unfortified. Hoikar relilhed his propofal, 
and entrufted him with the command of fome thoufand horfe. 
The navob, having intelligence of this defign, left Cutwa, and 
haftened to the capital, where he arrived one day after Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered the fuburbs, elpecially the 
faftory of Juggut Sect, to the ^amount of three lacs of rupees. 
On the arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed on 
,Bofkar to encamp at Cutwa for the «rainy feafon ; and the navgb,, 
fatished with halving preferved ,the city from plunder, deferred 
further operations till he*could?* recruit his army, and ftrengthcn 
the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords per-, 
mitted, two or three times advanced to Plafley and Daoodpore ; 
not many miles diflant from Moorfhudabad, plundering the vil- 
lages, till the fwelling of the Bhaugruttce confined them to the 
oppofite fhore. During the rdns, Bofkar Pundit,’ by means of 
Meer Hubbeeb, pofiefTed hunfelf of Hughty, Ii^alee, and all 
the diflridts of Burdwan and Midnapore as far as Balafbre, alfb 
Bheerbhoom, Rauje^wee, and Raujemahal ; fb that, except * 
IVloorihudabad and jls environs, nothing remained to the navob 
weft of* the Ganges in Bengal ; but the diftrids to the eaft of 
that river aftbrded him ample refources. The inhabitants of 
the capital, during the •rainy feafon, for .the moft pari; moved 
with their families and effeds acrofs the Ganges for the greater 
fecurity. The Emilies, treafures, and valuables of Mahabut 
Jung and his relations, were allb fent over that river to Go- 
dagauree, under die care of*Shawamut Jung, who returned to 
the capital after he* had provided a place of fafety for them. 

Mahabut Jung palled the rainy fealbn in railing new levies 
and encouraging - his troops j to whom he diftributed ten lacs 
of rupees, which he had promifed them when furrounded by 

the 
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the Mharattas. The* dry weather had not yet commenced, 
when he marched from Moorlhudabad, and croiled the Bhaug- 
ruttee over a bridge of boats, without oppqfition from the ene- 
my, who ftill continued in their camp at Cutw'a, which was 
divided from the navob's army by a deep rivulet, much fwollen' 
by the mns. Mahabut . Jung during the night ordered -a bridge 
of boats to be thrown acrols it, which was done without being 
perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Mecr Jaffier Khan, 
Mullapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen 
body, began to crofs. Half< of thi^ detachment had fcarcely 
reached the oppolite bank, when a boat in the middle of^the 
bridge was loofened, and funk’^’hy the weight of paflengers; 
and the troops in the rear prefling on, numbers were pulhed 
in and drowned, before the accident was difeovered. Six hun- 
dred men are faid to have perUhed in this manner ; but fuch 
was the ardour of the troops and condud of Mahabut Jung, 
that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the whole 
army had. crofled, and prepared to attack the enemy. Bofkar 
Raow Was lb. intimidated at this bold and unexpected mealure, 

. that he fled "with die utmoft precipitation; leaving great part 
of his baggage and tents behind him; but.was^ fo rapidly pur- 
fued, as to lofe a' confidcrable number of men within two cofs* 
of Cutwa, where he tried to make a fta^d^ but in vain, his 
troops flying on the nayob^s approach. . He continued his re- 
treat to ‘the woods of Pachect, and was followed by Mahabut* 
Jung fo clofely, that finding it impoflible to gain the' paflfes by 
this route, he changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and 
returned into the forefts of Bilhcnpore, fo as- to deceive his pur- 
fuers, and gain the open country %y way of;Chunderkoona into 
Midnapore. ' Here he encamped, and . detabhed a force againfl: 
Cuttac, which was but ill defended by troops ; and the gover- 
nor, Mafoom Khan, railily marching: out with his imall force, 
was defeated and flain. 


Mahabut 
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IV'XaHABUT Jung was originally named Meerza Mahummud 
Alee. Ills father, Mcerza Mahuuimud, an officer in the fer- 
vice of the pi nice Aziin Shaw, on the death of his patron 
filling inter diilrefs, 'moved from Dhely to' Cuttac, the capital 
of Orifla, in hopes of mending his fortune under Shujah ad 
Dowlah^ a diilant rejation to his wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was 
Ion in law to Jafiicr Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, from whom 
Jic held .Orifla, ’ as ‘fieputy governor. He received his relatTon 
with kihdnefs, appointing an- allowance for his fupport j wJiich 
induced Meerza Mahummud to fend for his fon, who accordingly 
•repaired to Cuttac, and* was entertained by Shujah ad» Dowlah 
in his fervice, at a monthly ftipend of one hundred rupees. In 
a fiiort time, the abilities of Mahummud Alee engaging the 
efleem of his patron, he gradually entrufted him with com- 
mands againfl: rebellious zemindars, in which he proved hinilclf 
worthy of confidence, and Was generoufly rewarded by higher 
trufls. He now invited his elder brother Hajee Ahmud, then 
returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca, to join him > and on 
his arrival he, as alfo his three fbns, Mahummud Reza, Ma- 
hummud Saeed, and Mahummud Hafhim, were enrolled in the 
VoL. II. R r fendcc 
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fervice of Shujah ad t>owlah, at falaries of fifty, thirty, twenty, 
and fifteen rupees per month ; but as the influence t>f Ma*. 
hummud Alee encreafed, they were proportionably raifed. to 
higher employments. ■ ' 

Jaffier Khan, being difplealed at Shujah ad Dowlah’s hav- 
ing negledtcd his daughter for other women, left at his death 
the fucceflion to his government ^to his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan; but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft 
.at, the court of Dhely than’ his foa, procured the foubahdary 
for himfelf; when Serferauz -Khan dutifully fubmitted to his 
authority, oh promife of fucceednig liis parent, and continued to 
hold the office of ■imperial dewan under him. 

Shujah ad Dowlah, thinking himfelf greatly indebted to the 
abilities and fidelity of Mahummud Alee and Hajee Ahmud, 
for his eafy acquifition of the government of Bengal, purfued 
no meafure without their advice. On the former he beftowed 
the * fojedauty of Raujemahal, and procured for him fi'om the 
• emperor a ' munfub and the title of Aliver^ee Khan. The latter 
was appointed fuperintendant of the cihtoms of Moorfhudabad, 

and 

■ Superintendant of the coUcdlions. While ^the authority of the emperors 
«a5 properly obferved, the dewan of a province managed the revenues, and 
the nay.irn, or foubahdar, had no power over them-, his office being folely that of 
commander in chief and difpenfer of criminal law ; but as the empire' declined, 
he ufurped ihc rights of the dewan, whofe office became nominal only. Lord 
Clive obtained it for the company, whO' reclaimed the proper exertion of the 
office, but have not for fome years remitted any part of the revenue to Dhely. 
During .Shaw Aulum’s refidence under their proteftion, he received annually 
twenty fix lacs of rupees j but on quitting it, this tribute was withheld. 

* 1 he fojedaur in his difiridt had the fitme authority as the nazim of a 
province; but latterly, his office has been confined to the fuperintendance of 
police. 

* Commander of a body of cavalry, fometimes nominal only, for the pur- 
p'jfc of giving a tide, as all rank is militaiy in Hindooftan, 
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and his three fons to confiderabla employments. Thefe diftinc- 
tions Were but the paths to higher offices, as, in a fhort time 
after, the provijnee of Bahar being conferred by the emperor 
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he cntrulted the government of it to 
Aliverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the 
title of "Maha'but Jung. Hajee Ahmud was created dewan to 
the fiavob, and his fons railed to the governments of large dif- 
tri<fts in Bengal and Bahar. , • ^ ^ 

, Shujah ad Dowlah aftea twelve* years’ government of Bon-- 
gal, (the inhabitants of which lUll fpeak with veneration of the 
lenient e.<crcife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe* 
charadler as a moral and religious man Hands high on the jvages 
of native hilVory. Eufuff Alee Khan, who writes that of Ma- 
habut Jung, and ftrives to apologife for his ufurpation, as the 
effed: of neceffity and felf-defencc, fays, ** Serferauz Khan was 
** a prince of exemplary virtue; for though he pofTelfed every 
“ incitement to voluptuoufnefs in addition to the feafbn of 
** youth; yet he wa§ not , addided to fenfual enjoyments ; and 
“ during 'hs flio]t government, in the courfe of which 1 was 
** conftintly with hhm, I never beheld in his condud even a 

• ** tendency towards a vicious adion. But, alas ! he was ig- 
** norant of the arts of policy, and polTeircd not an a^drefs or 

• ^ manners to conciliate the world, fo that he became a prey 
“ to the machinations of his enemies.” 

Serferauz Khan at firft confirmed all the fervants of his 
father in office, but Ihortly, impelled by the clamour of his 
own dependants, who naturally wilhed to lliare in the advan- 
tages of government, he took the dewanny from Hajee Ahmud, 
and removed his friends Aulum' Chund Royroyan and Juggutt 

R r 2 . Sect 
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Sect from their employments; which gave much difguft to the 
“ two brothers, who had for fome years, through their influence 
with Shujah ad Dowlah, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahnuid re- 
folved on the deftru<aion of his maftcr, and privately concert- 
ed with Mahabut Jung to de|x>fe him; but at the fame 
time had the addrefs to make Serferauz Khan believe, till too 
late, that he was attached to his intcrefts, and even to perfuade 
him to dilband a great part of^his army, fo unneceflarily ex- 
penfive in a time of profound peace. He pretended that he 
rwas weary of the cares of Office, and to tliank the navob for 

relieving him of a burden, and giving him the indulgence of 

religious retirement in his old age; at the fame time exprefl- 

ing his readinefs to give his advice on public aflairs. His 

hypocrify fucceeded on the uniufpcdting mind of the prince, 
though he was frequently warned by friends of the danger of 
cotifidirtg in a difplaced minifter, and continuing his fons and 
dependants in the government of diflriils, which they yet en- 
joyed. He ci^cn communicated to Hajee Ahmad advice whicli 
had been given him to feize the perlbns of himfelf and fa- 
mily ; but this mark of lincerity, inflead of gaining their loyalty, 
only ferved to make them haften the 'work of treachery, lei}, 
the navob fhould in ^ time be prevailed upon to ffillow the 
wholefome counfel of his real friends. The apologifts of Ma- 
habut Jung fay, that he had originally' no defigns on Bengal, 
but wilhed only to be continued in the government of Bahar; 
and would not have confpired againft his patron, had he not 
been perfuaJed by his brother, that his office and even life 
was in danger. Be this us it may, ftMne months after his ac- 
' ‘ cellion, 

•* It has been faid, (bow truly I know not, as I have heard it contradificd 
by many peiloiis’' that the following ci^ciiinftance encrcaled the difguft of the 
Scets. A neai relation of their*s, a young lady of unconi non beamy, was forced 
to ihew heneU to the navob, who, however, did not oftcr any other injury; 
but this was one, not to be furgiven confiftcut with Indian honour* 
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ceflion, Serferauz Khan> who had'nol yet received the royal 
grants of confirmation in iiis gpvernment« receive^ intelligence 
fr<Mn his agent at Dhely, that Mahabut Jung had employed 
emifiaries to* bribe the imperial minifters,' and obtain, for liim- 
fclf the foubahdary of Bahar indcpendantly, if not of Bengal. 
It is mbft probable that thia information was true, as the court 
of Dhely was become notorioufly corrupt; and even its weak- 
nefs made the emperor, on^ the vacancy of government, deaf 
to jufter claims, and beftow the fucceffion on him whofe foicc 
was the ftrongeft, as the only mode of preferving an acknow- 
ledgment of Jiis authority. 

.V 

Serferauz Khan now began to be alarmed; and, in order 
to reduce the influence of Mahabut Jung, he recalled the troops 
ftationed with him in Bahar; but they did not obey him. He 
next tried conciliatory meafiires to gain his attachment, and 
propofed an alliance between his o\yn fon and a 'niece of Hajee 
Ahmud ; but this offer was rejected, and taken hold of as a 
pretence for rebellion, under colour of the young lady's having 
been already betrothed to another, which made the propofal ad 
indignity to tlie,. whole family, that ought to be revenged. 
Hajee Ahmud and bis fons wrote heavy complaints of this in- 
fult to Mahabut Jung, affuring him, that the navob meant 
forcibly to celebrate the nuptials> and imlefs he flKiuld prevent 
them, by fpeedily marching to Bengal and refcuing the lady 
and themfelvcs from his power, their family would be dilhonour- 
ed, and perhaps cut off in defending their reputation, by the 
tyrant. 'To account for the felf-fecority of Serferauz Khan at 
this period is inipoffible; for, though informed that Mahabut 
Jung was encreafing his forces, and that he entertained trea- 
fonable defigns, Hajee Ahmud and his fons were left at liberty, 
and Atta Oollah Khan, the father of the. young lady, in com- 
mand of the frontier flation towards. Bahar ; nor did he take 

the 
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the precaution to colle<5£ his troops. Suddenly he received ad- 
vice, that Mahabot Jung 'had arrived at ^ujemahal, not more 
than three days’ march from the capital, with his army, hav- 
ing gained the paflcs by, the connivance of Atta Oollah Khan, 
the fojedaur of that diitridt. From hence he had a letter from 
the rebel, fetting forth, that as the indignities offered to his 
family had amounted to peribnal ddhonour, he had marched 
thus far without orders, but hoped^ he fhould not be obliged to 
come to extremities he wifhe.d to avoid; and promifing to re- 
tire, if the navob would fend* his brother and nephews with 
their families and effedts to his camp. 

„ Serferauz Khan on this occafion rejcdlcd the advice of his 
friends to coniine Hajee Ahmud, who, with folemn aflevera- 
tions, declaring that Mahabut Jung would on his being allow- 
ed to vifit him, retire to his government, unlefs the navob 
fhould invite him to his prefence as a mark of favour, was 
permitted to depart with his family. The navob difpatchcd with 
him two confidential perfons, to affure Mahabut Jung of his 
regard, and learn, if poilible, his real intentions. At the fame 
tinie, he moved from the capital with" about , four thoufand 
horfc, and proceeded by eafy marches towards the rebel.' On 
the fourth day his agents returned, bringing him affurances 
from Mahfibut Jung that he was loyal to his perfbn and go- 
vernment; but requefted that Ghofe Mahummud Khan and 
others, who he knew had prejudiced the navob againfr him, 
might be removed from court, that he might fafely come and 
pay his refpcdts; allb, that fcven lacks of rupees would be 
given to pay the arrears of thofe tro(^s who had been detached 
with him from Bengal by the late navob. 

Serferauz Khan now Vvas not to be longer deceived. He 
fiw the demands of the rebel in their true light, as made only 

to 
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to deprive him of ^ real friends, and render him a detence- 
lefs prey to treachery; but, inflead of boldly continuing his 
march, he imprudently oppofed art to art; in which he was 
unequal. He feemingly aflented to the requefts of Mahabut Jung, 
while he fent emiflaries with large furns to bribe his followers 
to delert him ; but they betrayed their comrniffion, and the rebel 
taking immediate advantage of the navob’s fecurity in the fuc- 
cefs of his fcheme, while negotiations were depending, furprized 
his camp. Serferauz Khan was flain, it is fuppofed, by, the 
treachery of his attendants, in the beginning of the attack. His 
troops, after a very gallant >refiftance, in which .fuccefs often 
remained doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung becanje 
by his victory, foubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. Ser- 
ferauz poflefled the government only one year and two months, 
being in his thirty lixth year at the time of his death, which 
happened ,in the yeat 1739. 

• 

Two days after his vidtory, Mahabut Jung entered the capital, 
and repairing firft to the apartments of Nuffcela Begum, daugh-* 
ter to Shujah ad Dpwlah, entreated her pardon for the flaugJiter 
*of hey brother, and a/Tured her of his protedtion to herielf and 
the furvivors of her family. He then afeended the mufnud in 
the hall of audience, ^nd his authority as foubalidar^ was ac- 
• knowledged by the officers of government and inhabitants of 
the city. Having pofleffed himfelf of the treafures of the un- 
fortunate Serferauz Khan, wliich had accumulated to an im- 
menftj amount by the (avings of. his grandfather and father, and 
had not been diminiffied, IV^habut Jung fent a corore of rupees 
in money, and to the amount of feventy lacs in jewels, plate, 
'and rich goods, as an offering to the emperor; who, in re- 
turn for this mark of obedience, diortly after confirmed him 
in the government of the three foubahs of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla. It is laid;, thefe ftims were but a trifling part of his 

iicquilitions. 



320 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

acquifitlons. He conferred large fums on his relations and ad- 
herents, and bellowed an ample gratuity on the troops. Having 
arranged the alFairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce OrilTa, 
which was as yet unfubdued to his government. 

Moorlliud KooUee Khan, deputy governor of Orilla, fon in 
law to Shujah ad Dowlah who had married the filler of the 
late navob, on his overthrow had at firll quietly acknowledged 
A^ah^but Jung as foubahdar, and was contiirued in office; but 
foon afterwards, at the inlligation of his wife and Baukir 
Khan, his fon in law, who reproached him with cowardice in 
fubmitting to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance, and pre- 
pared to revenge the murder of his brotJier in law; for which 
jiurpofe he levied an army, and invited the officers of tlie late 
navob to join his Handard againll the ufurper. 

Mahabut Jitng, on intelligence of his deligns, regarding 
them as the effect of artful perliialion on his mind, was wil- 
ling if poffibJe to avoid a rupture, and wroto letters of affurance 
that he had nc enmity tow'ards him; bui^, as circumllances had 
rendered his Hay in his territories ha2ardou^ for the peace of 
both parties, he entreated he would remove either to Dhely by 
way of Moorfiiudabad, or to Dekkan, vyhich was nearer Cut- 
tac, with his family and efteCts. Moorlliud Koollee Khan, jullly . 
fearing oppofition to Maliabut Jung fruitlefs, would have fol- 
lowed this advice ; hut his wife and Baukir Khan, by threats of 
depriving him of his wealth and imputations of cowardice, 
prevailed upon him to aul'wer the navob’s letters by infults and 
defiance. Maliabut Jung upon this, leaving his brotlier Hajee 
Ahmud and his nephew bhawainut Jung in charge of his capital, 
moved with an army towards Cuttac. 


On 
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Malipbut Jung having at laft procured intelligence of the 
change of the enemy's route, man:hed back, and haftened to 
fiivdwan. Frpm th^Acc he advanced to Midnapoi'e, where Boikar 
Baow, encouraged by his late fuccefs againll Mafoom Khan, gave 
him battle, but was defeated with great daughter, and fled by 
way pf Cutt^, to the borders of his own country. The navob, 
not thinking it ncceflary to purfUe beyond his twn territories, 
now completely evacuated by ,fhe. enemy, having entrufled the 
government of Cuttac to Abd al Ruflbol Khan, returned triumph- 
, antly to his capital. The.emperof Mahummud Shaw, as a nsark 
of approbation^ now conferred' .upon him the title of * Hifliam 
ad Dowlah, with a khefaut, (Word and dagger fet with jewels, 
alfo a firpcach and collar of pearls. The title of ‘’Itiiham ad 
Dowlah was conferred on Shawamut* Jung, that of * Mahaum ad 
Dowlah on Sowlut Jung, and that of 'Hitteram ad Dowlah on 
Hybut Jung, his three nephews; and inferior riinks and titles 
on the principal officers of his’ army. 

Mahabut Jung, on the firfl: invaflon of the Mharattas, haii 
applied to the emp&or for affiftance; and Suifder Jung, navob' 
of Oude, was ordered "tvith his troops into Bengal, but had ad- 
vanced. no farther than Patna, the capital of Baliar, wdien Bo/kar 
Raow was defeated. Mahabut Jung,' encouraged by vidlory, now 
thought himfelf fully .equal to the defence of his provinces ; 
*and informing Suffder Jung that he had’ no further occaiion for 
foccours*, requefled him to quit Patna and return home, which 
he did, though with fome reluctance, having intended, it is faid, 
had Mahabut Jung been worfted 1^ his enemy, to have added 
Bahar to his ovvir government; During his day at Patna, he 
VoL. U. T t hvd 
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had fdc€led fomc pieces of artiUeay and elephants belonging to 
the deputy governor for Ids own ufe, without the. content of 
Mahabut Jung; and he.not.relUliing fuch adls of authority in an 
auxiliary, was .much offended, fo tliat a coolnefs took place be- 
tween themi and had not Suffder Jung thought proper to re- 
treat, in all probability an open rupture would have foon fucceeded 
his refufal. 

The attempts of the Mharatta^ on Bengal did not end with 
tha defeat of Botkar Raow. ‘ Ragojee Bhofela, enraged at the , 
repulfe of his general, immediately prepared a nejv army, at the 
head of which -he entered Bengsft without delay. . At the fame 
time, ‘Ballajec Raow, the principal Mliaratta chief, advanced 
with a confiderable force to* receive payment of a draft of eleven 
lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on Mahabut Jung, but with 
profeffed declvadons of .affirding his. affiance to him againU 
the former, by orders from . Dhely. Ragojec having entered the 
country by way of Beerboom, £xed his head quarters in the 
difbrift of Burdwan, while Ballajee marched ^ough Baliar to 
the bank of the Bhaugruttce, not very fir from the capital. Ma- 
habut Jung advanced to meet .him, and an mterview took place, 
at which it was agreed, that .both armies ihould a£i m con- 
junction againft Ragojee. It is fuppofed, the navob paid a great 
fum for < his alliance with this Mharatta general, whofe coming 
to Bengal is varioufly accounted for. Some attribute it .to thd 
emperor’s orders, in confequence of the requeft of Mahabut Jung ; 
others, to the royal anger at his ufurpation of the government; 
but it is more probable, .tha-t Ballajee was allured by the prof- 
ped of obtaining a confidcr^e plunder in Bengal, and gratify- 
ing his ennuty againff the Berar chief, than that he ftiewed any 

regard 

»' Ballajee and Ragojee at this tinad were at enmity as rivals for the pefli- 
waftiip or miniilry of the Mharatta ftates. 

One hundred and ten thoufand pounds. 
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regard to Mahummud Shaw's approbation or dlflike of the con- 
du6t of Mahabut Jung. Both arnaies now marched to expell 
Ragojee from. Burdwan, and continued together for fomc days, 
when Batlajee, not liking the flow movement of the Bengal troops, 
took upon himfelf the puiliihment of the Berar chief, and left 
the navoh. Ragbjce fled, as he advanced, to his own country; 
and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the provinces 
of his enemy, returned t ) Moorfliudabad : but though he did 
not in this campaign fuffer lofs in the field, that of the revenue 
. was great, as the unfortuhate inhabitants of the defencelefs*vil% 
lages were plundered jvithoul mercy by both the Mharatta 
armies ; nor were their calamities yet at an end from the in- 
vaders'. 

Ragojce the year following again fent Boflcar Raow, at the 
head of twenty thoufand horfe,- to invade Bengal, but With or- 
ders to offer peace, fhould die navob fubmit to pay a heavy 
contribution, as he had done to Ballajee. MaJiabut Jung on 
their approach moved with his ariny and encamped at Mun- ^ 
kirra, only ten miles from his capital, having it in contempla- 
.tion to take advantage of the defire his enemy had for money 
to allure the principal chiefs to an interview by promifcs of 
large fums, and cut them off by treachery 5 which, if eflfcftcd, 
he could eafily vanquifh an army deprived of its leadersi. With 
fuch views, he difpatched Muflapha Khan and Raja Janegee 
Ram to the Mharatta camp, with propofols of peace and an 
invitation to Bofkar Raow to come to an interview, fliould the 
terms of friendfliip be accepted. Boikar Rk)W demanded heavy 
contributions; to Which the ageQ|s readily confenjpd, provided 
Jie would vifit Mahabut Jung, who at the fame time daily lent 
him- friendly letters and valuable prefents. At length, the Mha. 
ratta, blinded by avarice, confented, and a day was appointed. 
The navob having communicated his intentions fo his nephew 

T t 2 Sowlut 
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Sowlut Jung, Jiifficr Khan, and Fakeer Oollah Beg, commanded 
them to feled a confidential band of men, and draw them up 
within the fkreens round the tent of audience, with orders? to 
rufli upon Bofkar and his attendants upon a fignal, which he 
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for their obedience. At 
length, the day fixed being arrived, Bofkar Raow moved from 
Cutwa with the greateft part of his army, and on his arrival 
near the navob’s' encampment, leaving his ttoops drawn up in 
order of battle, advanced with other principal chiefs and his 
attendants. The Bengal troops wete drawn up to receive 
him. Near the tent of addtenCe hp difipounted, and entered the 
enclofure of fkreens with his ctmipamons, foppOTted by Mufta- 
pha Khan and , Raja" janegee Rath* who foon after, however, 
contrived tO quit hhn. ' Mahabut Jung ' eagerly enquired as he 
advanced, which was ’ Bofkar’ Raow ? and on his being pointed 
out, cried out with a loud voice, *• Cut down the infidel.” In 
an inflant the appointed band rufhed on their victims, and Bofkar 
Raow, with nineteen officers of rank, were flaughtcred. The 
, navob now mounted hts elephant; and putting himfelf at the 
head of Iiis troops, furioufly charged- the Mharatta line; 'which, 
not expefting an attack and deprived of their generals, was 
routed in an inftant. ‘ Mahabut Jung puffued the enemy to 
Cutwa, their /landing camp, tvhich» had been left under the 
command of Ragoo Gicowaur, who hid Oniformly refufed to ac- 
company Bofkar to the fatal interview. Being informed of the 
fate of his general, he fled with pfecipita,tion, and evacuated 
the provinces without attempting to revenge the roaflacre. Ma- 
habut Jung returned to Moorfhudabad j and having diftributed 
ten lacs of gipecs, as a gratuity to the- troOjJs, conferred liberal 
rewards on thofe chiefs who had aflifted moftly in the com- 
pletion of his infidioiis and bloody viftory. Hajee Ahmud about 
thiff time being ofTended at hfe brother, for refufing him tlie 
fujcdaiuy of Hughly, though he had a greater revenue tlian he 

could 
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could expend, and the office he delired was conferred on his 
own fbn Sowlut Jung, who had been without any confetiuentul 
employment ffiice his unfortunate adminiftration at Cuttac, re- 
tired -in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf in Iiis old 
age to fi^ual enjoyments. 

Mahabut Jung, now. freed from foreign enemies, was affidu- 
oufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, and forming 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mharattas had 
• fjiread through all the diftridts weft of the river Ganges ; 'bm 
a ftorm foon arofe withip his own' dominions, which v'as more 
threatening to his power than the armies of Dekkan. He had, 
in order to attach his chiefs to his intcreft- during the waI^ 
been lavifli of his favours, and more fo of promifes of future 
rewards } but which^ now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke 
through ; which gave offence to many, but particularly to his 
principal general,) Muftapha Khan. ' 

• * 

Muftapha Khan had been conftantly the chief counfellor and 
agent o’f Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great, 
jtneafure ow'?d his jKqxlifition of . the mufnud of Bengal, and Jus 
fuccefs* over the Mharatta invaders,. To his addrefs he v^'as 
indebted alfo for the dccifive, but treacherous blow, given to 
^his enemies, by the late affailination of Bofkar Raow and his 
officers and, it is faid, that for this laft fcrvice he had promii'ed 
him the government of Bahar, which was held by his nephew 
and fon in law, Hybut Jung. The. general was preffing for the 
performance of his promUc, and in fuch a manner, as fhe wed 
he rather efteemed? himfelf the pettier in authority than fervant 
.of the navob. He interfered alfo, by his recommendations of 
perlbns to- office, with the plans of Mahabut Jung, who grant- 
ed many favour? to his importunity, but every compliance was 
inftantly fucceeded by new requefts ; lb tliat the • navob was in 

danger 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a litua- 
tion which his high fpirit could not brook. To fuch a pitch 
had Muilapha Khan carried his influence, that thp zemindars of 
Bengal, when the dewan, or revenue coUeftors, pulhed them 
for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did wt chufe, 
however ncccflaty and juft, bribed him to ikreen them from 
the refentment of the navob ; who, to pjeafe his minifter, (whom 
he wiftied not to difguft in a frafoh of danger) too often re- 
pealed his own orders, to the injury of his treafury and Autho- 
rity, info(iuii;h that the civil' officers* of government became of, 
little confoquence in the eyes of the^ renters. .Mahabut Jung 
bore with the evil till it was becoming dangerous j but on the 
general’s demanding the province of Bahar, he was obliged to 
refufe, fearing, from his own condoift in a hmilar iituation, that 
Muftapha Khan woulcf finally dire<fi the force which that go- 
vernment would give him, againft his patron, as he himlclf had 
done againft the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. He endeavoured, 
however, by dvery means to fatisfy him for his breach of pro- 
mifo, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refulved to eftablifh 
himfolf in iiaiur, and would not be put oft^ It is faid, that 
he had even views upon Bengal, to fiitisfy which he woul<l 
not have fpared the life of his mafter. Jealoufies now took 
place, and each party became fufpicious of the other’s intentions, 
knowing, that afTaflination was an engine they each cbuld make 
ufc of without remorfe, and which, perhaps, both watched aii 
op]xjrtunity to employ. Appearances of regard were "however 
kept up between the navob and his general; but the latter now 
always went well guarded in his vifits to court. At length, an 
accident brought afiairs to a crifis, which " produced an open 
rupture. ► • 

Muftapha Khan, one day intending to pay his relpetfts to the 
navob, difpatchcd before him two of, his principal officers, to 
* obferve 
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obferve the ftate of the audience chamber, and remark if there 
were figns of treachery againft him; a precaution he had ufed 
hnee the coolfiefs had taken place. The officers having made 
their obeifance to the prince, fat down to wait the arrival of 
the general, when, juft as it was announced, a eunuch came 
from the interior apartments, and informed Mahabut Jung, that 
his Begum was fuddcnly taken ill, and deiired to fee him, the 
navob rofe up, and, retiring, deiired that the officers would cx- 
cufe him for a few minutes to their general. At this inftant, 

. the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was heard in 'the 
paflage to tha haram, ^ which, the officers, ever fufpicious of 
treachery, fuppofing to proceed from armed men concealed to 
allaffinate their lord, and the navob’s departure giving colour to 
their apprehenfions, they rulhed out, and informed Muftapha 
Khan-, who was now alighting in the epurt, of their fears. sThe 
general, prepared for alarm by the confeiounefr of his own evU 
deligns, remounted;' and, haftcnii^ precipitately to his canton- 
ments, refufed to return, though the navob, v?ho had almoft 
inftantaneouily come < back to the chamber of audience, diipatch- 
ed after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to inform him that* 
he was waiting • to,* r^cive him, and anxious to enquire the 
caufe of his fudden departare, with folemn aflUranccs, that no 
treachery had been intended. On the return of his nephew, 

^ Mahabut Jung would have gone in perfon to perfuade him of his 
fincerityj but the entreaties of his family, who were alarmed for 
his fafety, prevailed upon him to give up that hazardous defign. 
Every trial was made to calm the apprehenfions of the general, 
but in vain; and he now openl/ declared his intentions of 
quitting the navob’s fervice with his friends, and demanded the 
.arrears of pay due to himfelf and followers. Mahabut Jung 
gladly complied with his wilhes, and paid without delay * feven- 
tcen lacs of rupees, without examining his accounts ; at the fame 
- • • time 

* Oae hundred and feventy thoufand pounds. • 
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time commanding him, as he was refolved to leave his fervicc, 
to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the 
readinefs with which the havob fatisfied his demands, and re- 
garding it as a proof of weaknefs and fear, made propofals to 
the Afghaun commanders of corps to depofe Maihabut Jung, 
and divide his territories equally among them. Shumflieer Khan, 
a confidcrable chiefi agreed to join him } but the reft, as Serdaur 
Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, 4pclined,. faying, that if Mahabut 
Jung Jiad injured him by withholding his juft demands, they would 
leadily have affifted him in ’ enforciag redrefs ; but to mutiny 
for no caufe, or behave ungratefully to tlieir t;>encfadtor, they 
efteemed bafe and diftionourable. The aavob took care to im- 
prove this good diipofition by prelent gratuities and promifes of 
favour to the loyal chiefs and their followers; but, not willing 
to hazard the fafety of his capital by proceeding to extremities 
againft the rebel, was content to guard the city from infult, 
and wait patiently for his departure. At length, Muftapha Khan 
having ufed every art, but without effeft, to corrupt the army, 
marched from Moorfliudabad with upwards of eight thoufand 
horfe and a great number of foot,’ having’ previoufly fet fire to 
his cantonments, with the intention of pofiefting hiualelf 'of Bahar. 
The inhabitants of the’ city, who during the quarrel had been under 
the greateft alarm for their perlbns and property, received new life 
from Ilia departure.' The navob, having liberally rewarded his 
troops for their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Khan, 
and Shumlhccr Khan, who had been', gained over from joining 
the rebel, now prepared to j>urfuc him. After a few days,' 
leaving the city in charge ‘of his nephew Shawamut Jung, he 
began his march; at the fame tithe writit^ to Hyb'ut Jung, 
governor of Patna, the capital of Bahar, not ‘to hazard an en- 
gagement in the field, and if he thought that city not defen- 
fible, . to crofi tltc river, and move dowm the oppofite bank, till 
he could forfli 4 junftion with Ins grand army. 


Muftapha 
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Muftapha Khan having plundered Raujemaljal, and taken 
feme elephants and cannon ftationed there to his own ufe, pro- 
ceeded to Monghyr, of which he gained polTeflion with little 
lofs, the fbrtrefe being in a ruinous ftate. He next advanced 
towards Patna, hoping to make an cafy conqueft of tliat city j 
but intelligence of his defe<^ion having reached Hybut Jung, who 
was then engaged in Ibnie operations on the oppofite bank of 
the Ganges, he returned expeditioufly, and»encamped near the 
town, refolved, notwithftanding *the contrary advice of his uncle 
the navob, to oppofe the enemy,, however fuperior in num- 
ber. He difpatched a meffehgeir to Muftapha Khan, defiring to 
know his intentions, declaring,, that if they were to feize the 
city, he muft produce the imperial orders for his condu(5t, be- 
fore it (hould be given upj but, if his deiign was only to 
pafs riirough the province into Benaras or Oude, he was wel- 
come, to purfue his route any way but through the capital. The 
rebel infolently replied, ** That he thought it incumbent upon 
“ him to deftroy ‘ heretics like Mahabiit Jung i and as the 
feripture faith, * Territory is for him who can conquer it,' 
“ there .was no occafion for the imperial grant. He concluded 
by alking, “ By what authority was his uncle fupported in feiz- 
ing Bengal; an‘d rtiurdering his fovereign Serferauz Khan ?" 

• 

Hybut Jung, not intimidated at the .rebel’s approach, pre- 
pared to receive him, though his army did not confift of more 
than five* or fix thoufand horfc, great part of them new levies, 
raifed in a hurry, and inexperienced. The enemy foon appear- 
VoL. II. U u ^ ed, 

* Muftapha Khan was a Soonni, the fedlaries of which are advocates for 
tlje juftice of the fucceflion to the prophet of the three fiVft kaliphs, Aboubeker, 
Omar, and Ofinaun, in prejudice to Alee, the prophet’s foil in law. Mahabut 

Jung was of the bhcca fe£t, who regard Alee as the fucceflbr of tlie prophet, 
and even his equal in bolinefs. The fupcrftitious among them even fay, that 
God commilTioncd the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation t<? Ale^ but that 
he, by miflake, gave it to Mahummud. 
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cd, and attacked hil camp without delay; when Hyhut Jung 
was dcferted by all his troops, except a few hundred veterans 
U'Ik) guarded his pei^, on the firft onfet. Muilapha Khan 
was furioufly charging this (mall body, when his elephant dri- 
ver heixig killed by a mulquet (hot, the animal became un- 
ruly, and at the lame time two of his principal officers, Oudal 
Shaw and Hakeem Shaw, wefc mortally wounded. Unable to 
manage his elephanf, he alighted in wder to mount a horfe; 
hut his troops, on . miffing hitn from his * howdah, fuppofed 
him flam, were ' feized with- a. panip, and retreated in confulion 
towards their own camp. Muftapha Khan endeavoured in vain 
to rally and convince them of 'their error, but was obliged to 
retire. Hybut Jung, not thinking it prudent to piirfuc, was 
contented with the repulfe of the enemy, and remained within 
his lines. A diflant cannonade an^ fkinhiffiing was kept up 
for feven days between the two arniies, but on the eighth, the 
rebel, after fending off his baggage and* tents fome miles to 
the weft ward, of Patna, again attacked the lines of Hybut Jung, 
who defended his poff with gallantry and refijlution. Muftapha 
Khan, ftill unfortunkte,' in the beginning of the affault was 
wounded in the eye with an arrow, which obliged him to re- 
treat ; and having now intelligence of the near approach of Ma- 
habut Jung, he judged. it heft to give over his defigns on Pat- 
na, and march towards the frontier of Bahar. He was foon 
purfued by the united forces of the navob and his nephew froth 
place to place, till he had paffed the borders into the territories 
of Suffder Jung; not chufing to hazard an engagement, as his 
troops were difpirited by their late repulfes, and the lofs of their 
two principal chiefs. He expeded alfo to, be foon Joined by 
a body of Mharattas, in conjundtion with whom he hoped to 
be more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under the 

walls 


" A i«at uf«d on elephants. 
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waljs of tlie fcfftrds of ‘Chunar, and Mahabut Jung did not 
chufe to run the rilk of embroiling himfelf with the navob of 
Oude by carrying the purfuit into his dominions. 

The navob had fcarcely returned to Patna« when he received 
intelligence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by afllirances of 
afTiilai^e from Muftapha Khan, and eager to revenge the aflaffin- 
ation of Boikar Raow and his offrcers, Imd marched towards Ben- 
gal with a large army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut 
^ung, leaving Hybut Jfung to defend Bahar and watch the mo- * 
tions of the rebel, hafteijed * to . Moorfhudabad for the defence 
of that city, and prevent, if pofRblc, a jundlion of the IVIha- 
rattas with Muftapha Khan, the iaihe time he lent an • 

ambalTador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his* invafionj 
but . that chief, fuppoling Bengal to be in a Hate of dilafrec- 
tion, and the oilers of the 'navob to proceed from fear, de- 
manded the unreafonsible fum of * three corores of rupees as the 
price of his forbearance. Mahabut Jung, though* rcfolved not 
to confent to terms fo exorbitant and dilhonourable, yet willing 
to gain titoe, in hopes that the rainy feafon, now near, would 
ftop the Mharatta from* aftion, aixd allow him cfiedually to 
puniih Muftapha Khan, inftrudled his ambaflador to amufe Ra- 
gojec with profeffions of compliance. In confequence of this, 
nearly two months were wafted, in negotiation at Burdwan, where 
the eneniy encamped ; *and, at the expiration of that time, Ma- 
habut Jung received the happy intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Muftapha Khan, 'who had with great additions to his 
former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it an eafy con- 
queft, as the invafton of the Mharattas would prevent fuccours 
being lent from Bengal ; but the abilities and good fortune of 

Hybut Jung prevailed againft him. 

U u 2 The 

• Chunar is a diftria in Benaws, and will be long celebrated in India for 
having bicn the refu;>e of Mr. Haftings during, the rebellion of CJicyi Sing. 

* Thiee millions fterling. 
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The navob, who had continued at his capital in order, to 
convince Ragojee that he was iincere in his deiire of peace, 
now ordered his ambaflador to return, and fent iiim this vaunt- 
ing meflage; ** Thofe who fcek peace from an enemy, are 
** guided cither by a fenfe of their own lofs or inferiority, or 
** hopes of advantage; but, praiied be God, the heroes qf the 
** faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore 
« depends upon this. When thq lions of Iflaum fliall fo engage 

»* the monfters of idolatry, that they Ihall fwim in the biood 

• **“of each other, and ftrugglie till one party fhall, overpowered, 
« beg for quarter.” Ragojee replied, that to .obtain this crifis, 
•* he had already advanced near a thoufand miles from his 
' ** own country; but the navqb had not yet moved one hun- 

** dred, to do him the honours of a meeting,” Mahabut Jung 

rejoined, ** that the rainy feafon being arrived, and Ragojee 
having fuiOfered fatigue and inconvenience from his long march, 
it would be prudent for him to fpend the inclement months 
** in Ibme convenient /pot, that his troops might refrelh, and 
** prepare for engagement in the diy feafon, when he would 
** rclpcdfully wait upon him> even to his own dominions.” 
Ragojee, accordingly, encamped in BeerbhoQm,«an 4 reduced the 
province of Cuttac and moft of Burdwan by his detaeWents. 

# 

A. D. 1745. In the beginning of the cool feafon ‘of H58, Mahabut Jung 
marched from his capital to offer battle ''to the enemy; Rago- 
jec had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form a 
junction with the remains of Muftapha Khan’s adherents, who 
Rill continued tp infeft the hilly part of that province under 
Mortuzza Klian, fon to the deceafed chief, and Bullund Khan, 
a principal officer, but. were too weak to venture into the open 
country alone. The navob, not being able to overtake the 
Mharattas, encamped at Bankippre; a fhort diftance weR of 
Patna, for fome time; but on hearing that the enemy had 

eroded 
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crofled the Soane to join the Afghauns, he proceeded to Mohib 
Aleepore, on .the banks of that river. 

• ^ 

Ragojee having efFefted his purpofe of joining the rebels, 
advanced towards the navob’s army in great force, and feveral 
engagements took place, in all which the latter was viftorious, 
particularly in - one, when the Mharatta general was fo com- 
pletely furrounded that he mu& have been taken prilbner, had 
not Shumlheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two of Mahabut Jung’s 
•officers, who were privately negotiating a treaty with the ene-* 
iny, purpofely • let him , efcage. This difcovery of treachery 
alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to the Mha- 
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept them; and feeing no ad-» 
vantage in oppofing Mahabut Jung in the field, by* advice of 
Meer Hubbeeb, he proceeded fuddenly by quick marches towards 
Moorffiudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder that city 
before the navob could reach it with his army. Mahabut Jung, 
however, moved with fuch expedition, that he arrived only one 
day after the en^y,, who had only time to ravage part of the 
fuburbs, ^and retreated, on his approach, acrols the river Bhau- 
'gruttec/ The navob followed Ragojee to Cutwa, near which 
he’ obliged him to engage, and defeated him with great daugh- 
ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapore. Here, 
^having received intelligtnce of infurredtions in his owi> country, 
Ragojee. returned halHly to Berar with the bulk of his army, 
leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the A%haun chiefe for the defence 
of Cuttaci upon which the navob, giving up for the prefent 
the recovery of that province, returned to his capital, in order 
to refrefh his troqps and correct feme abufes which he had 
•difcovered among his principal officers. 

It has been already mentioned, that Serdaur Khan and Shiim- 
ffieer Khan, during the campaign had differed Ragfijee to efcape, 

when 
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when they might have made him prifoner. The navoh had 
alfo, while the Mharattas were in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, entrufted the prote^on of • the roads between it and 
Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was furnilhed with fup- 
plies from the diftridts eaftward of the Ganges, to thofc officers, 
who, either through negle<5t or .defign, allowed the marauders 
more than once to plunder the , convoys.' The navob, upon this, 
removed them from that duty, whjeh he entrufted to his nephew 
Sowlut Jung, who fulfilled it to his fatisfiuftion, and intercepted 
‘lexers from Ragojee to the former Commanders, which proved* 
their cohniVaiice. Mahabut Jun^ had concealed' his fufpicions 
till the retreat of the Mharattas ^ but, upon his return to Moor* 
'ihudabad, he dtfmified them' wi^ their followers, about fix 
thoufand men, from his frrvice, hut allowed thejtn to retire to 
their homes in the diftri^ of Durbunga, on the eaftern fide of 
the Ganges, in the province of Bahar. In this fealbn of tem- 
porary repofe were celebrated the marriages of his grandfbn, 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and Hcraum ad Dowkh, fon to the late navob 
Alla ad Dowlah, who had been, adopted , by ^Shawaraut Jung, 
who had no children. Upwards of. two (houiand rich drefies 
were diftributed on this occafion among th^*attendants .a^ court,* 
and, during a whole month, the populace were feafted at the 
expenfe of the navob. The magnificence of tliefe nuptials, the 
brilliant ^illuminations, iplendid pageants! a^nd grand procefiions. 
of the bridegrooms, are ftill Ipoken of With admiration, by the 
inhabitants of Bengal. 

Malaabut Jung, i.aving now refi>lved to attempt the expul- 
libn of the- Mharattas and Afghauns from • Cuttac, appointed 
‘Meer Jaffier Khan to the command of a confiderable detach-' 
jnent for that fcrvice, giving him, by way of encouragement, 

■ the 

% 

» The fame perfon who, after the deccafe of Mahabut Jung, by the affift- 
aticc of the EngliHi, acquired the ntufnud of Bengal. ^ 
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the fojedaurees of Injalee and Midnapofe, in addition to the 
office of paymaftcr general. Mecr Jafficr, on his arrival at Mid- 
naporc, defeated a fmall body of the enemy, when,, being much 
addifted to luxury and indolence, he did not purfue his ad- 
vantage, but put his troops into cantonments, tlrough the navob 
ordered him to proceed to Cuttac without delay, before the ene- 
my could be reinibreed from Berar, the chief’s fon of which, 
Janojec, . was preparing for a frclh invafion. At length, the 
expefted Mharatta army entered Cuttac, and Mecr Jafficr, not 
chufing to hazard the defence of Midnapore, retreated towaoda. 
Burdwan, when the advanced party of the enemy, obferving 
his pulillanimity, hung u^n kis rear, and plundered iiis bag- 
gage of fcveral elephants. Mahabut Jung, upon this, dilpatched, 
Atta Ooilah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfede him in the 
command, and moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his 
army, to fupport him, if ncceflary. Atta Ooilah at Burdwan 
engaged the enemy, and defeated them} but having fecretly 
defigns on the government, the acceffion to whic^i he had been 
foretold by a fanatic officer in his fcrvice, wlio pretended to 
the gift of propHEcy, he thought the prefent a proper occafion 
to aflume independapeoi For this purpofe, he endeavoured to 
corrupt'.Meer Jafficr by a promife of the government of Biihar, 

• if he would affift in depofing the navob. Meer JafHer at firfl 
liftened to the propofal,. but, ' at the remonftrances of his friends 
-^bn the danger of thc^attempt, withdrew his concurrence. In- 
telligence of this treacherous combination, however, having reach- 
ed Mahabut Jung, he determined to leffen* their influence, and, 
on his arrival at Burdwan, reprimanded Meer Jaffier feverely 
for his condud in .Midnapore, upon which that chief refrained 
^rom his ufual attendance . at the durbar. Atta Ooilah Khan, 
proud of his late victory, and not fufpeCting tliat his evil de- 
figns were known to the navob, demanded the command of a 
thoufand horfe for Meer Alee Afgir, the fanatic officer who 

had 
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had propheiied his expiation* and had greatly diftinguinied him« 
felf in the adion ; but this the navob refufed> and Atta Oollah 
being difgufted, thrieatened. to leave the army. Mahabut Jung 
was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol- 
lowers to Moorlhudabad. The navob would Jiov^ have over- 
looked the faults of Meer Jaffier, and, on the death of a re- 
lation, condeicendingly Went to pay him a vifit of condolancc, 
as a mark of returning' favour ; but that chiefs luppofing this 
honour to proceed from a dread of Ms influence, infolently ne- 
,.gl/;(5led the complimentary advance from his tent to meet hiinj 
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 
after he had gone half way, and returned to his camp. He 
^how ordered him to give in the accounts of his office, and 
fend Shiijan Sing, his depu^, with them to the durbar. Meer 
Jaffier refufed ; upon which the navob removed him from all 
his employments, and offered fervicc to his followers in other 
corps, which they readily embraced. * The general, finding him- 
felf deferted, would have made conceffions, but the i^avob or- 
dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capital. 

Malrabn; Jung, notwithftanding this* dlffention and the lofs 
of two of his generals, kept the field, and defeated th6 Mha- 
rattas in fevcral engagements. Janojee attempted, like his fa- 
ther, to plunder the capital; but the n^vob followed him with 
fuch rapidity, that he had not time to ci^^ecute his defigns ; and,* 
on the approach of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where he 
cantoned, and Mahabut Jung marched to Moorlhudabad, not 
chufing to purfne him farther till the dry feafbn. Meer Alee 
Afgir, the prophelying fanatic, was now obliged by the navob 
to ipilr the provinces, though Shawamut Jun^'ufed every en- 
treaty with his uncle to allow him to rcmrdn in the city with 
Atta Oollah Khan, whom the navob yet permitted to refide 
there. 


the 
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• The rains had fcarcely fubfided, when Mahabut Jung pre- 
pared to march againft the Mharattas, and was encamped at 
Amaunee .Gunge, not far from the capital, when he received 
fudden intelligence of an infurredtion in Bahar, the aflaflination 
of his nephew Hybut Jung, and the captivity and difgraceful 
death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re- 
marked, that the navob had difeharged from his fervice the 
A%haun chiefs, Shumflieer Khan and Serdaur Khan, with their 
followers. Thefe generals had refided lince tliat time in their 
jaghires in Derbungaj but the exiftence of fuch a body*ol* 
armed men, free from any coptroul of the governor of the pro- 
vince, could not »long continue without endangering its frfety. 
Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion,* 
or, to others, by attaching the Afghauns to his interefts, mean* 
ing to enfure his fucceffion to his uncle, or to aiTume inde- 
pcndancc on his authority, liad during the rains reprefented to 
him by his agent, that the difeharged chiefs were forty for 
tlieir paft condudl, and defirous of being readmitted to his for- 
vice. He therefore .requefled, that he might be allowed to 
entertain, them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion, 
to which they *woOld have recourfe, Ihould their petition be 
rejedteef. Mahabut Jung with fome reludtance confented, and 
Hybut Jung made propofols to the two chiefs, which they re- 
.,,ccived with feeming fAisfodtion. The terms of fervice being 
adjufted, they marchetf from Derbunga to the bank of the Ganges, 
oppofite Patna ; and Hybut Jung, to alTure them of fos con- 
fidence and fincerity, coridefcended to wifit them with a few 
attendants. He was received with proper refpedt, and a day 
was fixed for their* eroding the river with their folloAcrs. The 
'navob returned to his palace fotisfied of their fidelity, and illued 
orders for the provifion of boats for their conveyance- On the 
day appointed, tlte Afghauns eroded the Ganges, and encamped 
Vdl. II. W w • near 
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near the city; when Ilybut Jung again vifited »Serdaur Khan. 
The two next days were chofen for the generals to pay their 
refpcdls to him feparately, at the palace, and'the navob, in 
order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, comr 
manded that only his. domeftic fervants Ihould attend him, 
even to tlie excluhon of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan 
came the firft day, and having received the cuftomary tokens 
of efteem, returned to his camp.* The following morning Hy- 
but Jung repaired to his haH of audience, to receive the pro- 
imiled vilit of Shum/hecr Khan, and, as on the day before, 
would not permit any guards to^ attend, allowing oniy a lew 
officers of his houfehold to be prefent. Firli came nearly a 
thoufand of the Afghaun infantry, with matchlocks and matches 
lighted, who, after faluting, arratiged themfelves in the Iquare 
of the palace. A chief, named Moraud Sheer Khan, ne\t en- 
tered, with a crowd of officers, who filled the hall, and eagerly 
prefied to prefent their offerings. This being done, Hybut Jung 
enquired after Shumflieer Khan, and was told he was not far 
, off. Moraud Sheer Kh^n now ordered his companions to take 
leave, and make room for others. They .rofe, and according 
to cuftom, received each a betel from Hybut Jung, Vvho was 
carneft in difiributing it, when one of the Afghauns, fuddenly 
drawing a dagger, aimed a llroke at him, but without effect. 
One of the navob’s attendants immediately cried out “ Treachery;”^ 
but Hybut Jung had only time to draw his labre, when. Moraud 
Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
his mufnud. Several of his attendants were flain ; and the pa- 
lace being filled with the traitors, alfo the jftreets of the city 
by the foldicrs of Shumflieer Khan, no refiftance could be made 
by the dependants of Hybut Jung. The Afghauns committed 
great excefles in the town, the inhabitants of which had no re- 
medy 

» Tt is fald, this thief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as refpcftcd 
• he anairmatioD, 
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mcdy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumflieer Khan ordered 
llajcc Alimud to be brought before him, ‘and demanded an ac- 
co'unt of his treafurc ; but, declining a difeovery, he was tortu- 
red in various modes for feventeen days, till at length he expired, 
not unjuftly punifhed for his treachery, and fliare in the murder of 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. About *’feventy lacs of rupees 
were found buried in his houie, befides jewels and other valu- 
ables to a great amount. The effects of Hybut Jung were feized, 
and his Begum Ameena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with 
his other women, forcibly, carried* to the aamp of Shumfliger, 
Khan ; who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his head quarters at a little • diftance, and engaged m railing 
new levies with the plunder be had acquired, intending to in- 
vade Bengal. . The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were, obliged to 
pay large fums, to fave ' their hdules from being plundered, and 
a heavy contribution was cxadlcd from the people at large by 
the rebels. 

Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply afre<5led at the deaths 
of his ‘brother ^id ‘nephew, the diigraceful captivity of his 
daughter; and thg lo^ of Bahar, threatened alfo with that of Bengal 
by thc/^ftvafibn of the Mharattas at this alarming crifis, did noi 
• lofe his intrepidity of mind, but fuftained the ftornis of cala- 
mity with manly refoluiion, and prepared to combat the attacks 
^of misfortune. He eyfivened his principal officers, fome of whom 
he had reafon to fuppofe connedted with the rebels, being of 
the fame tribes, and dcfired their advice for his condudl in the 
prefent unhappy jundturc of his affairs. They unanimoufly de- 
clared, that they would loyally obey his commands. He replied, 
jtliat his beloved brother and nephew being flain, and their 
families plunged in difgraceful captivity, he found life, under 

Vir w 2 fitch 


* Seven bundled thoufand pounds. 
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re- 
medy but to punilh the rebels, or die in the attempt. If there- 
fore any whhed to follow him to this extremity, be would fparc 
nothing to reward them; but neither would lie detain thofe 
who might chufe to quit his fervice, having already received 
more obligations from them than he could repay ; and as he 
had refolved to feek death rather tlxan lead a difhonourable life, 
but few followers where neceflary to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, “ that they owed 
“ ^him inviolable gratitude for his Iqpg experienced bounty to- 
** wards them, and had no views but to facrifice their lives if 
“ neceflary in his fervice;” to* perform which, they bound 
ihemfelves by oath on the Koraun. Mahabut Jung, now con- 
vinced of their fldelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to 
march againft the rebels. The <Mharattas by this time had ad- 
vanced from Burdwan, and began to lay wafte within a fliort 
diftance from the capital; but the navob knowing that to fol- 
low tlM^e marauders, who always avoided coming, to action, 
would be vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather 
ftrength, W'as not to be diverted flrom his plirpofe. He llati- 
oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to .preferve the communi- 
cation for fupplies open between the Ganges and th6 city; which 
he entrufted to Shawamut Jung, Atta OoUah, and Nowauzufh 
Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamalion was iflued, that he found^ it neceflfary to marcli>*-. 
againll the rebels, though the Mharattas'^were in the‘ environs 
of the city ; and, recommending, to fuch as chofe it, to retire 
witli their families to places of greate.- fecurity, previous to his 
departure. Mofl: of the inhabitants, who coujd procure convey- 
ance, accordingly moved with their families and eflfcdls acrofs 
the Ganges ; ib that fcarcc any but the foldiery and poor re- 
mained. Having finifl^ed his preparations, he moved from 
^maunee Gunge, with an army of twenty thoufand horfe and 
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as many foot. In order to fccure provifioiis, he had colleded a 
large fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany his march up 
the banks of the Ganges. Meer Jafficr on this occafion was 
again taken into favour, reftored to command, and the office of 
paymafter general. 

Mahabut Jung reached Mon^yr without oppofition, except 
in a trifling fkirmifli with the Mharattas at Bhaugulpore, who 
had marched to join the rebels. Here a meflenger was inter- 
cepted with letters from Atta Oollah Khan to the infurgents„ iji 
which he encouraged them 19 Hand, and offered to embrace 
their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navob was joined 
at Monghyr by ibme of the Bahar zemindars and dependants c>f 
the late Hybut Jung, who informed him, that the, rebels had 
left Patna, and were encamped at Bar, in number about fifty 
thoufand horfe and foot, expecting to be joined by the Mharattas. 

Janojee and Meer Hubbeeb having reached" the vicinity of 
the rebels’ camp, invited them to a conference, at which they 
embraced the fei^icef of the Mharatta chief, and Shumfheer Khan* 
was inverted Ijy Ijim* with the khelaut of the foubahdary of 
Baha^^ ' The next day Meer Hubbeeb viflted Shumfheer Khan, 
who after his audience left him to repofe, but privately directed 
the guard over the tejjts, when he fhould prepare to^ return to 
' his own camp, to dgtain him, as a fecurity for the payment of 
the expenfes he had incurred in levying an army for the fervice 
of the Mharattas, at whofe inftigation he pretended he had 
affartinated Hybut Jung. This fcheme by fome means coming 
to the knowledge? of an attendant of Meer Hubbeeb, he direft- 
,ed fome of the horfemen who had accompanied him, to leave 
the camp, but to return fuddenly, as if purfued by an enemy, 
and fpread an alarm that the navob’s army was in fight; in 
hopes that, by this ftratagem, he might fave his mafter from 

the 



HISTORY OF BENGAL* 

the inttnded treachery. The horfemen fpread the aiarm> as 
dirci^ed, and much conhiiion occurred in the rebel’s camp ; bat 
notwithftanding the reprefentations of Mcer Hubbeeb, that the 
prelent was no time for fettling accounts* he was not allowed 
to depart till he had paid a confidcrable fum» and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difputc proved 
highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing tlie Mha- 
rattas from adling in conjundtion with the rebels* as the former 
now rcfolvcd to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob, offered battle to the ene- 
my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matchlock ball in the beginning* of the adtion, which in- 
volved one half of the rebels in confufion* and fpread alarm 
through thje troops of Shumfheo' Khan. At this juncture the 
Mharattas appeared, in the fear, hoping to effeft the plunder of 
the navob’s camp, while he was engaged. . Upon Serauje ad 
Dowlah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a^ body to op- 
pofe tflifm* he*' replied, ** that he would hrft defeat his enemy in 
** front, and then with cafe difperfe the Mharattas.” ‘Having 
' faid this, he charged the rebels with great fory, and they fled 
panic-flruck before him. Shumfheer Khan,', being deferted, was 
attacked on his elephant by an officer named HUbbee?^ Seg, 
who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to ]\kahabut 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat, of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field W'ithout flriking a blow, ^nd the navob quietIy*K 
took pofleffion of the Afghaun camp } which they 'had left 
Handing, with all* their tents and l^gg^ge, a prey to the vic- 
tors. Here the nai'ob found his daughter, the Begum of Hybnt 
Jmig, and the reft of his fiinnly, who had been made prifoners 
at Patna. Having offered up thanks for this, on his fide, almoft 
bloodlefr victory, and the happy retrieval of his iiifulted honour, 
he proceeded to Patna, where he diflributed large Aims to the 
religious and ^poor, in gratitude to God for his fuccefs, and 

took 
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mcafures for repairing the Ioffes of government in the late re- 
bellion. Havibg fent for the women and children of the prin- 
cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram» treating them with humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a fhort time fet them at liberty. At this time alfo, 
he' permitted the women and family of Mcer Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince his joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, and iurnilhed them with money, conveyances, and an ef- 
cort for their protection t(^ the eAemy’s camp. Having refat-- 
tied the government of Bahar^ he returned triumphantly to 
Moorftmdabad j but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as pofiible, his do- 
minions } permitting him, however, to remove with all, his effedls 
and nearly • feventy lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in 
his fervice,. though he had repeated proofs of his having con- 
fpired againft his life and government. Atta OoUah Khan, retired 
into the province of Oude, and was foon afterwards (tain, in 
an action in the fervice of Suffder Jung againft the Patans of 
Ferokhabad, JaiiSjee, the Mharatta chief, after the defeat of 
Shumfheer Khan^ not thinking himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung 
m tliey field,’ retired with his army into Midnapore ; and loon 
V after, oA receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march- 
ed to Nagpore, leaving, Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for 
..'the defence of Cuttac.^ The navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troop5 at Burdwan, to w'atch the motions of the enemy. 

Mahabut Jung, at the conclufion of the rains, moved again A. II. 1160 
from his capital, in order to drive the Mharattas from Cuttacj A. D. 1747 
and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He followed 
them from place to place, during the dry feafon, without being 
able to bring them to aCtionj but on his return to MoorfouJ- 

• abad 


* Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 



HISTORY OF BENGAL. . 

abad, the enemy again obtained pofleflioii of die province. Ben- 
gal Avas this year free from their depredations; a point, which 
-the navub efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The next year he renewed his efforts, and tiie ma- 
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufual ; which made the navob 
refolvc to canton for the rains ^at Midnaporc : but buildings wc' "' 
fcarccly creded; when he received intelligence that Scrauje ad 
Dowlah; Jiis favourite grandfon, 'had left Moorfliudab...!, wit’ 
intentions of taking poffellion of Patna, which was governc-. in 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and affuming independance. 

I 

»• 

• 

. Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diffraclion, 
more alarmed for his fafety in any oppbfition he might rctcLV'. 
from the governor of Patna,’ than any ill confequences to . 
felf from the rebellion. He inffantly left his army at Midna 
pore, and with a fmall force haffened to Moorfhudabad, u'here 
he remained Ofily one day to rcfrelh his troops, and then fol- 
lowed the imprudent youth ; to whom he w'rotc in terms of 
• the greatert affedion, affuring him that he ii«ant him .for his 
J'ucce/lbr, and entreating him to return .tO' his protedipn. Sc- 
A Dowlah wrote an infolent reply, iri which he, ^ccufed 

' ^ * the navob of promoting his uncles to ollices of truft, anil treat- 
ing him only with pretended fondnefs ; that he was weary of 
being controuled like a child ; and, fince he would not give^^ 
him a lluire in authority, he was rcfolvcd to feizc what he 
regarded as his juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
would not attempt to oppofc him, % the confequence muft be, 
that either he would have, his head in liis bofom, or his own 
muft be laid at the feet of the elephant of Mahabut Jung. 
The navob returned for anfwer, that Scraujc ad Dowlah through 
imprudence and want of judgment had caufeJefsly accufed him 
of want of rt^gard ; for he not only intended him the fuccellion 
to his own dominions, but to the government of the empire, 

could 
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could he obtain 1^. He concludisd his lector with the 

following fenteaoes* * ' ** **1™ eagdt fiwr '’mar- 

“ tyr^omrisi^tjttiid^ ihar^f Osittlteecls Mm’. 

In the laill| my compared together, £b>r otic 

but othe^ by a i&)ad/’ ‘ 

'J# «■» . > 




is flaiii by -aft 


Serauje ^ |0dwlah,‘ .oti**his dir^al near Patna, fumcdic^d 
governor* up '^e cit^-' cmd - 

> ' : ii-r to nis 


i hitti of fayonr in cafe of^iiir 

Wt>i!C a lofe 'how to a£t,‘ being feaffel 

^ iirf iidefng his cKitliie^ lyithoOt. orders ftpm the navob^'and 
u i, HI any accident ihould happen to Serauje ad Dow* 


.hcMicnce. The 



■npiuticnt young man aiiauited .me town witnout delay 
Mhadee Nd^ fehan, the piricipal .‘ailvi^ 'sibd leadOt^ 
rebellion* bc^i^ id^d early xn^tho att^clilii'CiffiSt'lKAlot^^ tled*tdi^* 
Serauje ad Dpwfan with difBculty fheltered himftlf in a hoti^ itf^, 
the fubu^^s**^ 'f'be^raja* 'rejdiccd that he had elj^ifiipied unlitlfC? 
Jm^ed^tel^ fent Tdrne of hi^ principal officers to aiicfttl hS^ t6 
a.i^denic!e*'b«fiiiting^^ rank; and by ihe‘ perfualidns’ of Jiis 
frim|k/»fie to toturn to his gfatnifether. .Mlihabid 

* Tuhg'''^s”^%'^&'t6^dl Lijlt' ‘^his efcape, and'haftened to Tmeet 'brnt.'* 
InlicaiJ^'^bjh6«1:ji^lia receive him with' ‘t)td 'greateilF^ldiret^ 
tlon, an^ a j^^ on wcakjjifs, as/'it, Seifsi^J^ ‘ 

Dowlah' exert 


his dif^dit and^i^hbnoar.i|rir^ ‘ 

days a^^'JPah^' rettphed with Hrl' glftSfetfen'' td'lidob^tidabad | 
blit di* the tpftd’^ ’'ain'**'ftermittlng Jfever, W^th 

cd^finu^:j® ’'ii|^ bjm.''''jOh'iiiB tecoveiy, he^ toaitlied 
tbSs^vMj&ig^^whb the.-jasfbvibce of CattaS* ‘ sMd*''*’as 



fiti't a Icfy' 

w 




ul^, <to*^ ehem to*' a ‘dci§$y<J engag(6»tttt#Tpent 


he . ^ [ m pairing place to '•placc.^ 


The 

two 



3^'^ * hAtOHV of FEWfeAI*. 

fi * -i ** * 

two* following years V«re cxffcnded m the fome dcfultory war- 
fare, when at length botti parties,’ hch^ tired of \vtr, tx^an equally 
to wiih for jaxi actonmidiSatioa ^of their dirpotoft^ j^lahabu( 
yielded to the Mharattas <3ie province Of Cuttac* and agreed to 
pay annually twelve lacks of rti|*e8» s® ^ of Bengd. 

’ The navob, by* this |>eat% 1)0% '0ed fcooa fliU his edetnies» 
gradually difcharged hts 1(aphc4t|odl employed^ him- 

felf in encouraging his people to ttibuiM ’Whit^ had 

' b«:ea deftroyed, and cultivate the lanlill in ^misny diAxida, long 
waifot!* from the' defort^ of the during the repeat- 

ed *invaiion6. From this period \we 'find jidfoiog fomarkable in 
his life, the i«n%)deir of 'his ^'gOfOwstheUt faelDg uninterropted 
by vicifiitu^,. As. he'^luul diofefi Scfauje ad'*&ow}ah for his 
I'uocefflbr, be laiierly entrufted him with a power, vrlwch was 
too often eiftpkiyed for the deftruQuon of thofo, * againft whom 
he had any pique,* was jealoas of their |||[»^**"**”*- Houf* 
^4kiii KooUee Ithan and his brother, the favo^ea of his rtnclc 
Shawamut Jftng, he aftaflinated, aift! put to ^death other perfons 
of rank, WitKait being punilhed by his gpndfethers whidia^ 
of cruelty Oftranged ftoak' him foe minfo* of fop praple, and 

prepared foe way for his own future deftrudioo. 

* 1 

, • * *' 

D. 17 SS. In foe yeallitiq died Shawamut Jttug, nephew to foe navob, 

and fon to Hajee Ahmud. He poflefled many good, qualities, 
and was much efteCmed by the people for his clemency, and cha- 
rities to ti^e fricndleft and pool?. 'His death ipt f^«sedily ftdlowed 
by that of his brother 8<arwhit*Juj^, who for iftany years go- 
verned the diftriifb of Poornea, With credit bxl^XD&U and iacisfoftion 
to the inliabitanhi^^. his misfortqfte at CutUli havii^ correded the 
warmfo of his &poftcion, and tau^ him, prudence and huma- 

.i*. > ' ftijy 

f 

The Mhanttu flill keep up this claim, bu^ foe death of Seraoje ad 
DowJah, it has not been paid. 
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lilt/. Both tb«^ priticet^arc^i well^ipoken of patives qf 

Beiogal, aodth^itQmtN7*l»fiM^^ .^$lvtws»mut Jutt^ ditjjiVitlx- 
ou»,i^ j att4 So^ut Jufig l«i only oo^fya^ ^)|P^%pee(kd hhn in 
hiK govefotnontriFiijt^^'th^^ ^ Shokut.Juiigi but wat£hoitly 
depo^and 4^0aiia to Dow^. 

• f*' 

4 

fl^ahabut JODg did, ttot loqg ^jl^rvire, the deatJi of bis ne- 
plKilvs. Jo the ,q^i^Rth year>of/hlij; ago» tog Seized with a 
drop'fy*' he ^Hthe ^ya to advice of Jtus phy£« 

jciansj bat fiodi^' ifitetUS^growh^xg and jadging tfaaf cat* 

his time of .a not w,|>e expe^ed> rciHlincd 

from medicine# and re^n^ lotiger to follow any regimen. The 
expedations o&i|hh denJ^l ,PiN%l '(greats diiputns among hia rela-» 
tions. Hh.eldm dkaghter* uocgtor Bcgttm» widow.jo£^wdmut 
Jungt tetired with her treafuires (jo * MqoteejtKl, and dhltibuted 
arge iuina i%moiig the fidlpwect^of her^llte"'%glhand> in hopes 
that they wottld %)port her againft her ne|iliO^ Sera^e ,ad Dow* 
kh oh her ftthei^s demHd!' Such polu^ was the i^uence 
of her d<5clinihg fortune. When JVfehabut Jung^ypras indjis laft 
agoniesj'fotne of his women defired he. would recbi|d|nend them 
to the care .of his .intended fuco^or ; but the nayob knowing 
his ba^* qualities# obfervedr fmiling to them» ** that if he for 
three d^ys fhemid behave dutifully «to his grandmother# then 
they niight ontwrtain' hopes of j his tenderneft..'' .jShortly after this, •• 
hodepaflted to the divie -mercy, on the ninth ^,Rcjd># 1169, A. D. 1756. 
after a govbrnment of fixteen ,yeais over the tht^ ptovinees of 
Ben^U Bahar, and Orii^. ile wasjbutied^the following night, 
near 'the tomb of^ Ips ngither in gardeq of Khoolh Baug. 

* * , , 3 if X jt *. * ^ « Thou 

* A comtrf neiir iMtoorQiwdabad. The principil buil({ing (lands in a 

p’cee of Water pr PcaH<vIake erej^ed by •shawamut 

Jung, a .d It a (lately pd«» being ornamcmed with #any pillars of blacfc fjiarble, 
brought from the ruij^ of Gour or Lticnowty^ the ancicnc capital of Bengal* 
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V c ^ ^ 

** Thou jiidil; gui^e wp, 9i Lor^ fc«r |ie vra^ spong thy.jjbrv 
** , ants. O forgive hi^.]^ o&ncci/ ^ thou art; poll pcrcifub' ^ 

, A>&habut Juflg fioj» lus yarjy youthi was^ not addiaco to 
idle plefiurea, a$^wittc» Sr ‘opiates, mufic, ,or t^c coignpajjy 
of courtezans. He was ragular ^ his ^dert>hon$,' and affiduot^y 
abflained frotn all thir^ ibi^dden^hy ^the divine Jaw. He ge- 
aerdly rofc two hours bej[(p',da^» a^d ablution andpri^yer, 
drank codee with hi; fcle^ companions, Aj day break he gave 
-public audience, when,^ fcommand^ of/his aiyny, the.civjl 
officers, and perfons^ if all ranks had , any appfications 
to make, were admitted wis^ut repve to fet forth their bufi- 
•neft, and received fatis^S^ from ,W, bounty. *At the cipi- 
ration of .two hours. |ie reared to a private apart'finent, where 
fuch only as were inWtcd catp. Thcfe were generally his ne- 
phews Shawamiirt ifnng^ jsnd. Sowlut Jung, his grand&n Serauje 
od Dowlah»*and pdkticalar friends. Pieces of poetry were now 
.recited, or hiftoiy or anecdote^ rcadrto him; and fomeumes he 
even amufedf^ hitnfcjf with giving dir&Stions ^to his cooks, who 
prepared vlilnals before him according to Jus' palate. The offi- 
cers of diderent departments, if ncccfl'aryj^ ally came for orders. 
He then fat down to eat with his ftiends, and nopy 'iKired die 
bounties of hjs stable. ''When the meal was over )^e company 
retired* tyi repofcj At, this time, a ftoiypt^iler always atfmdcd to 
relate fome amufktg narrative. He generfily rofe about an hour 
after mid-day, performed his devotions, and. read m the Koraun 
till near tour. After faying the, prayers that time, and drink- 

ing a draught of water cooled with jpe or faltpctxe,' he received 
fevcral learned men, ih, whofe- company b)?,J|lpaly, 4®*'^ hour* 
hearing Uiem ^difeufi points of divini^ and. law for Jus informs^ 
ation. When they retired, the officers of the revpic, with Jog- 
gntt Seer, his banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelli- 
‘ ’ . gcnce 


* CoiKoionty ukd in India to latnatexte* 
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ggitce received iDhely ^nd cveiy province of the empire, 

alio of each of iai 'own government, when he ikied 

im orders to {hem as a^airs required. An hour palled in this 
manner, and^lforhc^imes his "near relatfois Were atiowed Co be 
prefent. By thia fet in, lig^tf were brought, and 

with them certaid^’jeAers and budbpnv, Who entertained him with 
theh' repartees on 'each other for a (hort time. He tiien retired 
to prayers,* after’* which he fa^ in privacy wfeh his own Begum, 
to receive of Mar female relations, till nine olclock. 

*The Wonien then d^arted, and men were admitted who had ' 
bufinefs. with him, t^I he rejwed to generally early, and 

without eating. In ftiis manner he palled nis time; having ftated 
hours for every employment He was unequalled in Tas benevov 
lence to his relations, friends, and former acquaintance m his lower 
fortunes, pardcolarly to' thofo who had fhesvn him the ftnalleft 
iondnefs when he was diftrtfted at Dhel^'^th tul youth, lendiiig 
for them qt* '^ir ’'chUdi^ to Hs court, ahd imnferring fovours 
‘*Upott"'them beyond their espoftaiion. The peoplh at large dur- 
ing his life experienced ftich care and &tisfa(ftiqniftom his gen- ^ 
tie adminillration, as could not be exceeded by the indulgence 
of a n^entij while*at the lame time the loweft of his officer'- 
' grew Mck in his fervice. He was intelligent in all affairs, and en- 
couraged" the defetting bf every -proH^Hion. Affable in manners, 
.wile m ftate affairs^ courageous as a » general, he poftelTed alTo 
every nob(c quality. When the French* general, Mr. Bully, after 
the death of ‘Nafir Jung, VffStt to him in pompous terms of his 
vifloiy, and recommended the faClory of ‘ Chandernagorc to his 
protedion, he refleded upon the foni^ty of difpofition between 
his intended fuccekSr, Serauje-ad Dowlah, whofo enmity to the ' 
Tnglilh he was abnrifed of, and the unfortunate foubahdar of 

Dckhin; 

> < 

‘ * Nafir Jung was Nlram of Dettlun. He was furptiacd and (lim tn f 

confpirac) of hu n<A)lei, alTifted by the French, ia the year I7S.5* 

** Belonging to the French in fiengidB 
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Dekkan; at th6 fame time ikying, ** IJe feared that after his death 
the Europeans would become maAers of many parts of lEndooftan.’* 
Muftapha Khan, his principal general, had endeavoured to^ pre- 
vail upon him to ^e Engli^ ftpm Calcutta, and Aiae 

their wealth; but tteeiving' no anfwex ,to httf* advice, urged it 
again,' through the navob’s nephews, Sowhit Jung and Shawamut 
Jung. Mahabut Jong remmed ho ahfwer, but dioitly after laid 
in private to the latter, ** My dhild, MuAapha Khan is a.fol- 
** diet’, and wilhes us <p be^conlbintly of his lervice; 

** Ibut how came you to jtaa in hi/" VFhat, have the- 

** Engliih done agaufi^ me, 'that', I. ihouUi dfe them ill? It is 
<*‘now difficult to extmgulAi fire oh htnd; but *lhcndd the lea 
be in flames, hdm.c^'put thein. out? ISTever liflen lb fucH 
** advice ds his^ ihe cCMdequences would be faW.’*. 


.* An aUudsn to 'the fleet. 

* 
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SB^UJE AD DOWLAH. 


^SeRAUJE ad Dowlah, i^ter the cuftomaiy mourning* having 
aiTumed the ipufnud of has grandfather without oppofit'^n, fcnt 
a party of his troops to naao^ Gooibcty Begum* hia aunt* from 
the palace Mooteejeel to a place (if fectti!il||r* and to coufiiU 
cate her e£r<|||s. Her adherents* who had received .large fuma 
from her %) oppole his* pcceflioo* delerl^d Jier imnaediatcly on 
the death cf Mahabut jung* except a feWt who alfo were 
alarmed when the pal«9<t was harromndei^ as to be incapable of 
rehihmce. Meer Nuazer Ali* wjho had oeen h^ dlhef advifer 
and confidant* haying bribed the oificers of th^ /party to make 
hi? peace with the davob, left the. Begum, whofc perfon wai * 
confined* and* her trcafdres ieizcd. Serauje ad Dowlah dilplaccd 
many -.If the o^ers 'of government, and filled their places witli 
• young men, the* companions of his pleafures. He ftcated the 
fervauts of the late navo|^, mofily perlbns advanced in years, with 
fuch night and difrefp;^.* as gave them great offence, and ellranged 
them from his interelt. Not long after ,.hi$ accefiion, he march* 
cd towards Raujemahal, with a dcfign to difpoffefs his coufin 
Shokut Jung of the piovincc of Poorpea} but “was diveitcd from 
il^is purpofe, by in|brmation that Kifben Boollub, fon of Rauje* 
boolluh, dewan of Shawamut Jung* had fled to Calcutta, and 
was .proteflcd by the EnglHh, Mr. Drake* the goyernor, hav- 
ing refullii to deliver him up at the demand of the navob's 
officers. Upon this he returned fuddenly to* the cjfpital of Moor- 
fliudabad. 


Serai ije 
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5eraujc od Dowlali*^ in whoTe b|;aiQ the vapo^)r of jp^idb had 

ar|(cn« and n^ade wander ^ ^he ,path of oautipn and 
forbearance, having rcfblvod quardling with was 

tortured the fire of jji^patiaice. The compariaonp an4 <dd 
fervmits of Mahabut Jtmg durft APt breati;;^ a i?^|itK>nftram|q, in 
his prefence, and many, fiom the /deg^S^On, jthey had under* 
gooe^and the advaaicemcnt of iow the oveitlirow 

of his power f fo that no OIW^ him. ptso^i advice, nor did 
he aik It. Thofe who v^ere his lOounfelliors and i^yourites, were 
iijoftly rafh, and \^eak of nnflerftanding* unacquainted with the 
rules of policy, and in^uatid with their fudden promouon , or, 
legarding oppolition d> hi$ as deflruAive to their own in* 
teiefl, did not dare .to ponixai^ him- Seranje ad ^owlah was 
a weak man, void of uie^jd'* qualities, and intoxicate)^ with youth 
and prolperity. Thjp probable confcquphces of any illfeafure en- 
tered not into his ntiodj and the hearts of the tuen of un- 
derftatid ing about hunj^were inflamed with difguft ay his unrea- 
Tonable the** 2w|Kfte ' VrUh the Englifli might have been 

fettled ealUy ojf^negotiation. There was no^caufe for kindling 
the flames of lyar; but as providence ^had ’decreed the dowiifiU 
of the tainiiy of Mahabut Jung, and other igreat calamjtVcs, thf* 
reins of government over Bengal, Bahar, andiOrifla, whirh form 
an extenl^c empire^ ‘fell into the hands of tvvo weak and ty- 
lannical ;ouths, Saauje.ad Dowloh ap^ Shpkut Jung, who in 
the end lulFcrcd for thejr crimes. 

m 

To proceed, Siranje ad Dowlah in the beginning of Ram- 
zaun marched towards Calcutta ; and die Engltfh, who had no 
<or(t to oppofc him in the fieW, retired ui|o their factory to 
deknd ihemfelves. Their outppfls were foQ» token by the navob, 
wIk) had a great armyj and Mr. l>rake, the governor, being 
flruck with a panic at the ftate of his affairs, faw fafcty only 
in flight. Without 'informing the whole of his countiymen of . 

. his 
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his.intentioijy to tod 1^ a ^llup with a few pcrfi>a&. The te- 

maioder) out of itj|B;ard to the^ honour* " fought ^hOe they had 

anf aimnumtiaci, preferring ‘death to dhgtacefhl life* and drank 

the* ihethet of ditoluton inth heroic valour. Sqpie bdfeig over* 

come# feBr 'prifeners *|iito'tlie1iand ef providence* An tnvaiu^ble 

treafure in mon^ a^ dSkQ» war plundered- jfttnn'the ware- 

houfes of t3)!e* Codipany* the BdgUOi, " Hitiddo, and Armenian 

merchants* by the iol^iers and h>lh>wers of the'eamp ^ but Serauje 

ad iSoWhth acquired madiing feom, hh conqueft* ]bat die feeds 

£>f his deftrudioQ* Havii|g*rema4ni^ a*few days a^ Calcutta* he* 

retq^d th the capital* ‘feaving Ihe 'emtouand of ibe place to 

Mannedk Chtuid* dew4n dP tire J^ja oit Pliirdwan* a weak and 

cowardly peffon, whd i»d ghren proof his* ^acheiy by de-* 

ferting M&atot Jui^ whdn he'WadhtimUttded liy the'Mharattas.'* 

♦ 0 

Soon afebr ibtt cooquefe of Calcutta* %fan|e a& Dowlah march- 
ed a^^ainft his co^^ Stokiit*'|ung* the ‘fejedaui ,of jPoorneah* 
whoni he reduced Widi litde oppoAtidtu and ac^uii^ a great 
acc^ffion of treafure and territory by his vkSoiy. He returned 
triumphantly to hfe capital; but bit fortune was iiow at the 
highefe. It is the eftamiihed cuihini of this world* that when 
any thing has readied* the point of perfed^ion* it begins to de* 
*cay* and finally hecottos annihilated; ib as to leave not a trace 
for enquity behind it. An mltance of this tmtih* and thd catife 
of Serauje ad Do wish’s -ruin# .may be feeh in dte following 
pages. , • 

Mr. Drake* 'the governor of> '’Cbdneilta* having cfcaped on 
board a (hij^withfoiAe gentlemen* ‘ rttiredto Madrafi, and other 
Bnglifhmen*, employed m merchandi e m various parts of Ben- 
gal* alfo found'' udtons to efcape feom the country. At thi^ 
titnd*. ddonel' Clive commanded ' the company's forces in the 
VoL» II* • ' ^ V'* V 'y* ' * province 

* A ocmfiderable divifion of Bengal. 
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proyinccuof Artot, which h« had fefcued from tlic ^nds‘ <4*1110 
French, it wJI agreed', by.^the. government of Madrais, that 
he 'fliould repair with a force to Bengal, and endeavour to re- 
gain fedoiy of Calcutta, cither by force, or payment ,of a 
fum of money. Being arrivad trqpps in the' rim, he 

cad lnc$or^ and as the cJ^fk of thi^ Bj^liih are very cautious, 
wife,, and valiant, having ient ptopo4iIs accommodation to 
Serauj&ad B^iylah, he enjtr.eated( jus forgivencjfs^of IVTi. Prake's 
feults, and o^red fcjuc J(aoa of rupees, on condition of Hbmg 
allowed to occupy tlM as foimerly. Serauje ad Powkh 

was^he mod iiK^nddemte o^ thyeiV and his ..miniflcrs were weak, 
and ignorant of the ei^o^r.^d »of the Bngldli. 'fhe 

Intelligent had Op powif^i^rpilhfing advice/ and the chief 
'"fnen of thee country, wdhiidihii roin, wearie<l out with his op- 
predions*. lf-aiiy.<8ie djd oder an opinion cduttaiy to the navob’s,. 
he and his fooihh companions, intoxicated with conceit, treated 
it fo *difdaildully as tp ,^ke hkn repent, and refolre ou illencc 
.in future. .Wo anfwef w&s returned, and at length 'colonel 
CUvo, tired of delay, and haying obtaindd information of ^thc 
cbaradlers cf ihe rulers of Bengal,. refolvcd* on war. lie* anchor- 
ed his Blips oppofite the refidOnce of Mknijeck Chund, and be- 
gan to play, his artillery,, which caufing confu^on among the 
enemy, lie l«h^d his Ibices, and attacked ^ them. Manneck 
Chund*, unable to mfift, fled with ’his army, and the colonel, 
liaving taken polTcflion of the ^faflory and town, ex, died die 
(iandards of viilory.: Seiaujc ‘al Dowlah,' upon intelAgencc of 
♦this, was awakened a little from his * dumber, ot conceit, and 
prepared to march .on^ pujBifli' the Bnglifli. 

* i 

Serauje ad Dowlah had fpent.two months and^ twenty two 
day.s in the enjoyment of pleafurc, when at once,, d;e meafure 

of 

t 

■ I'lvc author inakn.no memidb ol AdSklral Watfon, Colonel Clive being 
. rifdctcd by the natives as chwf of the £ngliih» ‘ ^ * 
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of. his crimes being fulU the figns of hv^ downfil appeared. On 
Monday the twelfiJh of Ruhby al‘ Sani, 1170, he inarched A.D. i76<». 
from hh capital^ towards Calcutta/ and haVmg euCfiinpcd the 
vicinity of that city, days m ikininihing with the ene- 
my. *Xhe BngUfli^lBipCaied a negdtiation, with a view to fiud out 
the tiate«of his Army, toVing intentions of attempting a furpri/e by 
night. Under ’pretritce of a*nleflk|[e to Seni.iie ad Dowlah, they 
fen^ ‘two ‘perfons of their* own imittoA, poffeiSed of the quali- 
ties of valour, quidlc jibreeptbn, piemory, and judgment, who 
•having obferved the* fiti;(iLtlbn of the navob’s tents, might cofti- 
mit particulars to tlie trcaHtiy 'of iheir remcfhlirancq j -nd they 
well performed their cdminiffion. I* forget whether’ it. was the 
fame' night, or one or t^o after, that the Enghth, being ready 
for the attach, embarked a body of &eir troops in *boats, and 
proceeded cautioj||.i]y up the river to the Ikirts. bf the camp, 
where they waited till aBo«t half Ssk hoiR day. Th^, 

having enteted in the ieke 4 he ihie, fhey marched on firing^ 
without intcimiflion, whfle thofe who remained* m the boats 
did the ibhe as they fell down the river. Great daughter was , 
made among the troops of the navob. DoHe Mahummud Khan, 
a gerihral of rank .ancf merit, was .wpunded. It was repOTted, 

4iat the Engliih intended • if pollihle to^carry off. Scrauje ad 
• Bowlsrh’prifonerj 'bClt. at this time a fhick fog covered the 
. camp, which rendered it hard to • diffiAguIIh ptifonv dtefe to 
each other,' lb that ^ they miffed the quarter of fes tents, and 
marched another Way, t}ic navob by this.aocd^eot efcaping cap- 
tivity. The En^ilh regained yhe town in faftty. Scrauje ad 
Dowlah 'knd his cowardly ariAy, ^e akrnl of this night, 
to them a lymbol of the laft day, loll the powers of their 
minds, which vttte, cfterwhclmcd ^with terror and affright. Judg- 
ing it aaHg«t>t|8'' to remain donger jCo near the .cityv tlic navob 
lummoned his lather in law, Mahummud Eeruch Khan, and 
* , Y y z * ' * other 

« > ^ 4 

* l4et&s. Watts and Scrafton. 
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' other cjiiefsy to cq^ult on fatitre jirpceedln^; who, obTervtpg 
hi» terror, advired*,l^ removal of diitii camp to a greater diftance, 
and to eder terms of hcx^otmubdittlon, which co^el was 
diately, esmcuted. The English, feeing the alarw of. the oavph, 
how t detpanded a compeniation "for dieir plunder^ by 

his army when he took Calcutta j whii%» alter much.negotia- 
thmi was agreed tp, and Seraojeai^ )[>owiaii gave up ibc dif- 
tridts in the vkinif^ of as a facuri^r till the fitm 

Settled ihould be paid up. treaty lunnng been ratified, and all 
afl^irs fetded, throUghi» the of-Mrt Watts, S^rauje ad 

Dowlah retnriMdhto M^rdltllafa^ at^ now refiodledupon what 
in die days. of his pride <(he had^Siever konfidered» trem« 
bled ibr hit fituadon,, and was . irre^ute how V regulate his 
condud. .XIaving become a^banied and repentant o£ Ibme of his 
vices, he at lengdi^ found on^ that there wa|* a Gpd. Dofie 
^Mabummud Kh^ ttfe cure of his woonds to 

JSadBirami Mrer Jaffier Khan, Kaja Dookibram, and other old 
pfiicers, be found to his peribn, and wifiicd to ex- 

. tinguhh the flames their dilloyalfyv but knew not bow to ef- 
‘fe& it. He had no refolution of his own,' or might either have 
bound them to his intereft^by a renewal of &vour, and* kind* 
nels,' or have pot thfm to death, and railed up minifiers 9spa‘’ 
bie of condu^g the afiairs of his goveimpent. He bad, no 
advifm free fifom W-intereft to perfhadfi him* to employ the 
experienced fervants of Mahabut Jun^f in preference to themfelves, 
or of* lenfe to know that bom his progieriiy ‘theirs !W(>tdd alfo 
be derived. * From thofo retdbhs,. he wot^ at One time, when en< 
raged with palG(^» otd^ to be pJiai^tod egainfi the houfe 

of Meer Jai^ Khan, or command PoeSbram to obey Xiis 
iavouritoi Moin iAah , dr ^at |ug^ with cootemptupds 
,,,threats. ... 
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. At thi$ Ct^lilh having taken the factory of Chan* 

demagore ik>*& l^fenclt^ Mr/ Iaw# with a band of foldiers 
«mI fome aitillet7> havingitOfi>ajp«d‘' ircnn the enemy« ibugfit pso- 
t»^on at McnMr(hAJdatnd» atfd' o&red his ieryicel td Sertiuje |4 
Powkb, who 'Ittdilf neleived him. Upon tlus |he Bngliih^ 
<»ther at the it!lil%atklS'of'the dha^dtdd chiefs, or of thiirown 
acconh repre(eoted'*dstoogh iheir agents that at ti^re was a treaty 
fuhfifHdg hetweeh them nhd.thl^ by the articles of w|uch 

,the frknds or ditmies ^ ehhtr ivtre to be confidered as 

• foch by both, he at^ed ^dbotTary tn tt‘ receiving the French*, 

with whom they were 4t‘' ‘ The^ laavob advifed with Mr. 

Law how to ' aft r who ohfoved, indeed he afliAed his 

nation agtunft the £ii|glid2 eompony in the field, it would Be 
a breach of treaty / bat that it< Could be none &f him, who 
entertained dioofiinds of * every ‘ he kept , a "few French- 
men alfo in*^ fcntice. * An anfwer fimte was convey- 

ed to the Bngliflw,,whKj^ 'Ifewever, ^ebewed die^ remonllrances 
at the infti^ktion’' of the 'dfaffodted# and thofc perfons under 
pretence Of regard .to his welfare,’ obfcrved, that to.,,^rrel. 
wilh ^e EnglHh f^^tbe fake of a few difirefihd* Frenghmen 
•w‘as unw^j-and WotSd* occafion ^ i»och confiifion. At length, 
Serfuje ad Doiiylali dffinihanded Iaw to redre to Patna. 

Mr.' Law^ at'^takSfigf leave told ^hat mofe of his ciuefe 

* were dHidfefted to hh yerfoit,' and leagued 'widt >the EngHfii 

in intentions to depofe him* which wai tte'Caiffe vaf advifing 
his difiniiiiont tbitt^'dn hist 'depaftere fet him at 

variance with the EngTifh slnd ^ddfWby which they could 
not while '(he' tended Ser^je ad Dowlalf 

felt the troth dhfa^ation* buf was too titnM to keep him 

'at hii cajphalP *1ife ^dblhifed loltedUl him. when necefiaryj but 
Mr. Law fiu4» ^ I know we fball never nfiset again.’* After 
his 'departure, the navob’F deputes with Mcer Jafiief, Ooolub- 
ram, aud other , chiefs, arofe to greater heights,* inlbmuch that 
. . • . th^ 
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they,_ With JfugguH Sect, being in{ fear theif hves, fefoltad, 
in'onJer to fave thcmfelvibs, to cfFesSk hi4 deftrmf^Mjn. Goofeety 
Begum a}fo,, who hated Serauje ad Dwwlah, andi was irntated 
at^his of her treafurei and edateis, ui^d every means to 

excitS the i^fehtment of h« friends •hiiA* and^ to procure 

ihcif aifiiilancc for Meer^Ja^er, whom* uic alfo Applied with 
large Turns of iponey, whieh /he kid (bereted b)t meps bf her 
eunuchs and female atteaditnt»* ' ^ • 

. «iis *) ■' V * 

^ecr Mahi^mtrd J«ySS«T Kha^^ and die other chiefe agreed, • 
that the furefr of debpCng, ad^Dowkh, would 

be fo. excite the Bhglidi With this view, 'Juggutt 

■ Sect employed Jiis agent;,' .Aflicen fchjind, a principal merchant of 
Calcutta, DholaKiim fome |jfcrlbn, and* JafBer Khan, Ameer 
Beg, who had donne^ion with the Englilh, to, whom he 
,had been oT fervice When their friary was taken. Thefe per- 
fons rcprcfentcd , the putraWus condnB: of ,the navob to Uieir 
principals, and^the genfersa dehre of^ the provinces, for his re> 

. inova|. . Thev even produced a* yrrittett requefr to the Englifli, 
thit they would match for ^ this purpofe, ^and, by a httle trou- 
ble, delivet a world from lyrstany and opprefBom ,f<H'‘whith tliey* 
ihould receive ‘friree cororcs of rupees, add other favours. 1’he 
particulars of the navob’s cruelties to GooCaety Begum and.dtheis/ 
VI etc alfo* difplayhd, and the paper Was attefted under the Teals* 
' f thrjic perfons who Tufrerbd injuries. , • \ 

• »v ‘ . * * 

The Engli/h, who ate tmegualled in vi^ir and Tentimcm, 
•'and who is it'^at does not wi/h for conijueft I?) ujA-n intelligence 
of tliefe ciredm/^nces, de^rmmed on waj With ^ai.je ad Dow- 
lah i but as it is their Cflftomi end indecA bf evoy ;wi/e peo-' 
pie, not to break Vith any one without a reafen afligned, doubt- 
le/s |hey gave pne to liirn, of wh^h I am not friiormcd^ It 

was. 
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\ps, moft probably** that of his delay in payment of money fet- 
tled by treaty for the loflea.at the jjapture ofr Calcutta. 

. • 4 

War . being relblved dtj»^ colonel Clive* known here by Ihc 
fide of Sabut Jtfog;* prepared to raarchi upon intclUgence of 
which,* StJrapje Dowjah, overwhelmed wj;lh dread, tried, when 
too li^d, to reconcile his dependants,, who pretended to be at*' 
tached to his, perfon,.the^ better t^ cover their own defigns. He 
di^^atched Dqolubram, ,with 'die greateft part of his army, to 
throw up intreachments at flafleyj. he ipent Jiis time* in 
fecret negotiation^ with,,the EngUih, ^^ndLibcoring me troops in 
his ow^ intereft^and that of Jaufficr Ail Khan^ who, rehewing 
his attendance at the durbar, and appaitntly reconciled to. 

Serauje, ad .Ogwlah, found means* ,by prdmifes and. other me- 
thcH^, to ’draw over moft of the pmcers ‘about the navoVs per- 
fon to his*defigns* fo that^yery feyr rem^e^ loyal. Upon in- 
telligence of colonel,, havSi^ l&^tm his match from 

Calcutte, Serauje ad Dowlah reluftantly, his hc&rt divided with 
liojie and terror, moved from Munlbor Gunge to Plafley, where 
the Eftglilh, ut the'utmoft not exceeding jcliree t|iouftnd men,* 

.natives and EurpppjinsJ ftioftly yrib|d. On Thurfday, the fifth 
of Showaul/ {yo,’tbe flames 'q^lttle wfere lighted up. As a.D. ifso. 
,fiuropcans, and the ,^gliili in particular, are celebrated for tnc 
ikilful management of artilleiy, colonel Clive began ,his attack 
witJi* a cannonade, fo unrenjitted apd ihftantancous,^'as confound- 

I * t * * 

ed the flght of his eitpofers, and overcafne their fdculties of 
hearing, ;*Meer Jaflicr Khan and ^ «flpcij|tes in treachery be- 
held the enany at, a diftance^ 3&‘om Snjuiy; but Mecr 
Muddun and others* ready tp ftcHfice ^^cir lives or acquire vic- 
*lory, bravely opppfed the enemy. They worn, ^ however, unable 
to charge from* the violence of<*t!ie cannonade, but kept relb- 
lutely, though flowlyjf advancing, till ai length they gaincil the* 

Grove of Plafley * and, it .Is faid, that colonel Cli^ c, nut cx- 

jieiling 



* OF BENOAi/’' 

peAing’ fuch. refiftanfcef * AtA^n Cbund’ and’ tuecu^Jiitn 

of treachery, faying, he' 'Ijad reprefented the* Afiay of 

« Seraujc ad poVirli' 'fts*toife<aed to Wt now'&p^ 

«* contrary appeared their ^yjuiant 'oppabt^:” ’Xm^n 

Chttnd replied, «* Aat''ti5e'''’^reteat eneoay was onl^^ Meer Mud- 
** dun and a few chiefs, i^ho were ftithfiil t6‘the*‘E£ivohj but 
•* when he was routed, the truth of has ffipf^ntatipns^«>would 
« appear.** During isvcnge‘'^was *deta-eed 

for the crimes of aa'^^tow^'^Mcer Muddtin, wha was 

truly brave ,4 aiid dlierilwi^ 'tl^e i^^s' df jjpT ids heart, re- 
ceived a Wortal :&<^'^a‘(^elalQO<^’hal^^ "He" carried 

immediately to the nk^^'‘^ih^lhaving trtterea’a few ex- , 

prcilive of tdi Ibyal^^ ^3raS|^eir^his foul* to ’’the Creator of life. 
Seraujc ad 'Dowlfth by hS'lpfs was/'InvPlved m "(ie%|tr* ‘Hav- 
ing fent for Mher 'Jidfier# \^hfd 'rl^cd fftr fotne t^ype to, obey 
the fummgns, fho nj|V<»h'la ahjj^ ,!tefi|ts blfooght his piutec- 
tion; and, 1 h^yd* heatd^**iS(i^^ttdriil|g me turlaari fium h^ oWn 
head, Ji® phiCed’^ aSt IJie^ of Jafijcr, fiying, I, none 
«» truly repent of ,-my he^vfour ' towards you, and ofier your 
•• obligations to Ma^t^ ,^y gi^nd^uher, and our re- 

** lattonihip,* as iilt^r^d^onql^' your fbrgivdtieis., 1 now^ regarp 
“•you as holding his plac^/and beiecch. pardoij to yqnr 
** Have, conjuring you to as. becomes your chara^er as a 
“ defccndant litjion the propht;^ ftpd your ancient 'bbhgatipps, in 
“ dofonding^my Ulfc and iepu^tion.’* Mecr Ja^r Khaii, judg-' 
ing this a fit oppurtu'n^ to complete his trftachcryi advxfed^ 
that .as but little i>f thfe’ (iaiy j^as j^emaio^g, [^e troops foould 
be recalled "tp their tenuf, an^ prott)ife^\i^' die, morning to re- 
pulfe the enci^yl!^^ Seraujc ad IXiwjah urged his jfbars of another 
night attack j hht Jaffier' ^li^g him ,he wotUd g^rd »'gainil 
,it, he font oiders to his 4c^wW|Moin L^l, who acc<MQ* 
panied hlecr ^Mucklpn^ and was engaging ^ enem^^^to 
return to the *camp. The 'dewan rent for anfwer, thiat thepre* 

font 
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Aint was not a time for retreat, for, if lie fliould retire, alarm 
would fpreaj[ among the troops, wlio would probably fly iu 
confufion. The navob a fecond time advifed with Jaflicr Khan, 
who infifted on the retreat of tlie dewaii, or he would not 
iidl ; upon which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal re- 
lud^ntly obeyed. 

When a man's ill fortune prevails, he does that which lie 
fhould not. The troops, as had been forefeen, conflruing the 
return to camp into defejtf, began tp fly in great numbeiifc. . 
Scrauje ad Dowlah feeing^ this defcrtion, much alarmed by tlie 
enemy in front, but much fnore apprehenfive of thole about 
his perlon, at length left the camp, about half an hour be- 
fore funfet, and arrived early the next morning at Munfoor 
Clunge. Here, though he belbught his attendants to remain 
with him till he could prepare for efcape, and fix on fome 
proper place pf refuge, he couljd not prevail, but was deferted 
by numbers. Even his wife’s father, Mahummud'EerucIi Khan, 
though the navob begged him to flay and collcdl troops, cither 
to defend him where he was, or accompany him in his retreat, 
refufed, and haftcued .to 'his own hotife at the city of Moorlliud- 
abad. As a laft refource, the navob opened the doors of hh 
•treasury, and diftributed large fums to the foldicrs, who received 
his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. Anjimmenfe 
Him \^as thus, to him unprofitably, expended. He was un- 
generous when he fltould have been liberal, and oppreffivc to 
mankind, and now law the confequences of his crimes, fuftcr- 
iiig in his own per Ton for the calamities he had inflicted upon 
others. Having remained till night at Munfoor Gunge, and 
finding himfelf almofl deferted by all, he took with him his 
}ewcls anil fomc other valuables upon elephants, and with Lootf 
Nifla Begum, and two or three fevourite women in cover- 
ed carriages, quitted his palace about three in ihe morning, 
VoL. II. • Z z and 
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and haftened to Bogwaungolah, where he embarked upon tlic 
Ganges, with the dehgn of feeking refuge in the f<^ct of Patna. 
In this proceeding he was alfo imprudent ; for, had he kept the 
land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his aflift- 
ance, they would have efcorted him in fafety, in hopes of being 
rewarded, and he wbuld have been joined by numbers of his 
troops, when recovered pf their panic and hearing of his efcape ; 
but, alas ! who can remedy the ills of fate ? His reafon for 
flying by water, was the Ijope of meeting Mr. Law, to ^vhorn 
• liii had written prefllngly to • haflien |p his aflillance, on the firfl. 
intelligence of the march of the En^lifli, and to come down 
the river for the greater fpeed. •-Mr. Law received the letter, 
.but, according to the ufual delay in Hindooftan, before he could 
procure fi^sm Ramnarain the money ordered for his expenfes, 
fome time elapfed. He leR Patna, but hearing 9f the defeat 
and death of Serauje ad Dowlah, on reaching Raujemahal, he 
retreated, and major Coote was afterwards fenf in‘ purfuit of 
him to the £i\>ntiei:s of the provinces, 

i 

When Meer Jaffier found that fortune* had favoured his de- 
flgns, by the retreat of Sqrauje ad Dewkh,, he remained 
PlafTcy, and had an interview with colonel Clive,' with whom 
and the Englifli troops he the next day entered Moorfhudabad* . 
and iflued proclamations of fafety to the inhabitants in his own 
n:tu\e. His partners in confjpiracy, and thofe who, lovine quiet, 
Were attached to no party, haflened to firefent congratulations 
and offerings i and fuch as did not approve his conduct ami 
were fccretly attached to Scrauje ad Dowlali, (they were but 
few) not chafing to be fiugular, through fear did the fame. 
Having feated- himfelf on .he. mufnud of the provinces, he 
foumted high the trumpet of power and exultation, and eni- 
idiyed himfelf in fettling affiirs and dividing the treafares of 
the palace, as had been .-.greed, between himfelf. Raja Doolub- 

• ram. 
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ram, and the Englilh. As he was ambitious of copying Ma- 
habut Jung, he affiimed the fame titles on his fcals, and con- 
ferred thofe of that navob's relations on his own. He difpatched 
his Ion in law Meer Caufitn Khan in purfuit of Seraujc ad 
Dowlah, -and iflued orders to Meer Daood, the commandant of 
Raujemahal, to be vigilant in •preventing his efcape from the 
province. The unfortunate fugitive, being arrived on the bank 
oppofite to Raujemahal, and with his women prefled by hunger, 
after a fall of two days, difembarked at the cell of a devotee, 
.named Dana Shaw, of whom he'alked help in procuring vft:-* 
tuals. To this man, in tjie days of power, he had offered fonie 
affront, the memory of wliidR ftill dwelt upon his mind. The 
fakeer received him courteoufly, and provided food, but privately 
difpatched information of his important gueft to Meer Daood, 
%vho, with Meei: Caulim, haftened ,to the cell, and took him 
prifoner, with his women *and effefts. Serauje ad Dowlah now 
entreated for life of thofe men, who had lately trembled at his 
name, and fuffered their reproaches. He begged to be allowed 
a moderate income and a retired dwelling. Meer Caulim Khan 
obtained by threats and promifes a calket of jewels from the 
Begum to an immenfe* amount, and each of the captors a va- 
luable booty. The dewan Moin Laal had before tliis been Iciz- 
ed at Moorlhudabad, and his effeds and life were taken by 
Doolubram. On Sunday, the fifteenth of Showaul, Seraujc ad 
Dow lab .arrived, a difgfaced captive in the hands of his fervar.ts, 
at Moorlhudabad. When the people beheld him in tliis fitu- 
ation, they forgot his vices, and recoUedted only the hardlhip 
of his prefent fortune, comparing it with the fplendom- tlicy 
had feen him furrounded with from his infancy till now. It is 
faid, that feveral jemmautdars, as he palTcd their quarters, were 
fo penetrated with grief and anger as to prepare to rc^c-ie 
him, but were prevented by their fuperiors, who had cxpc ia 
tions of reward from his rival j fo that the virtue* of the weak 
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of no cffeft. Meer Jafficr was at this time at Munlbcr Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorftxudabad. This young man fur- 
palTcd his father in every evil quality, never he|itating to fhed 
blood. He regarded readineis to punifh as good policy, and 
mercy as folly. With fuch ideas, he was fond ot comparing 
himfelf to Mahabut Jung. He* ordered Serauje ad Dowlah to 
be confined and put to death; but no perfon ol rank v^ould 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Mahum> 
muddy Beg, who from his infancy had been cheriflied by Ma- 
habut Jung and Serauje ad Dovdahj from whole grandmother 
he had received a portion with- his wife from chanty, offered 
to execute the hoirid deed. When the unfortunate navob faw 
him approach his perfon, he faid, ** Art thou come to kill me ?’* 
and, upon receiving a reply in the affirmative, .began to pray ; 
then fuddenly exclaimed, '* Will not they let me live fome- 
where In obfeurity ? No, no, it cannot be ; I muft be facri- 
** ficed for th^ murder of Houfein Koollee Khan.” The affaf- 
fin now infinifod Icveral wounds, and the navob falling down, 
cried, ** It is enough, my talk is over, and revenge is finilh- 
cd.” Having laid thus, he refigned his foul to the Creator, 
and left this world of crimes by the fwotd of cruelty. His 
body was placed upln an elephant, and carried through the city, 
expefed to the populace. It is faid, that the driver of the ele- 
phant, by accident Hopping at the fpot where Serauje ad Dow- 
iih had aiTaiTinatcd ‘Houffein Koollee Khan, fome drops of 
blood fell I'rom the body upon the fame ground. 

** Be warned by example, O ye men of under Handing, and 
view well the 'rcv<}lutton!> if fortune- Place not your reliance 
• * upon the world’s fuccefs, for it is uncertain and JneonHant, 
like a publick finger, who goes daily from lioufc to houfe. 
“ Give not thy affection to a damfel, w-ho every day changes her 

gallant. 

■' A near relation of his own. 
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** gallant. In the eye of the wife, fortune is as chaif, blown 
about by every wind. Didft thou poflefs tlie treafures of the 
** world, what tjiou haft expended in benevolence will alone 
** profit thee.” 

When the corpfe of the navob approached the refidence of 
his afflafted mouier, guciliag the dilafter from the clamour of 
the populace, (he burft from her apartments, and ran into the 
ftreet, beating her breall, but was ftirced back with blows, by 
.order' of Knadun Houftein, Kh<^, ’who fat upon the terrace '*'uf 
his houfe to view the e^pofurc; of the body of his lord’s fon. 
Jaffier, Khan was afleep whdft the unfortunate prifoncr had ar* 
rived, and did not wake lift after the murder, when being in^ 
formed of his coming, he fent to his fon, commanding him to 
be careful of his perfon. Meeraun, on receiving the order, 
laughed, and faid, ** I am not fo weak as to be negle<3tfui in 
fuch affairs;” and to his companions he vauntingly exclaim- 
ed, ** My father juft now fent, but I had before completed 
** the affahr, for am I not, my ftiends, fon to the fifter of 
** Mahabut Jung? How then could 1 be carelcfs upon fuch nn 
occafion?” • " 


MEER 
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MEER JAFFIER KHAN. 


‘Meer Jafficr haviiig thus'b^icoma navob of Bengal, Bahar,. 
and Orifla, Ihordy after his acceffion fpepared to march towards 
Palna, having fome doubte .' of the fub'miffion of Ramnarain, 
the deputy governor of that city j. and ahb to quell ibme dif- 
orders which had broken out in the diftrid of Pobrneah from 
the rebellion of fome principal dependants of the late fojedaur, 
Shokut Jung. In the month of Suffir, of the year 1171, he 
moved to his camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in Ae diredion of 
affairs at Moorhiudabad. ‘ Here, having fome fufpicions of Meerza 
Mhadec, brother of Serauje ad Dowlah, he commanded him to 
be put to death. Some report, that he whs difpatched hy pol- 
fon, and others, that he was prefled to*, jieath between two 
boards ufed to tighten bales of fliawls. The caufe of this ac- 
tion was the difaffeftion of Raja Doolubram, who now repent- * 
cd of haring cfpoufed the caufe of Meer Jaffier, and was pri- 
vately confpiring to refcue Meerza Mhadee from confinement 
and declare him foubahdar,. not having been rewarded for his 
late treacheiy, as he expedcd. ' ^ 

Upoii Meer J^ffier's arrival at Raujemahal, having appointed 
Khadim Houflein Khan fojedaur of Poorncah^ he difinifled hiiA. 
to rdlore order in that diflnd, which was ’ effeded with little 
oppofition, the rebels being deferred by their aoherents at the 
light of his army. Rainnarain, upon the approach of the navoh 

towards 
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towards P.itna, unwilling to . truft his promifes of fafcty for his 
peffon and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the 
fupport of the Englifli ; for which purpofe he. difpatched his 
agent Geeda MUl to procure alTurances of protedlion from colonel 
Clive, before he Would agfee to vifit the navob. Geeda Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his mafter was fearful of viliting 
him without the fecurity of the . EpjgUflu to wliich^Meer Jaf- 
fier readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre- 
tary; prepared a paper, and thought it for the approbation of 
the navob, who being at thj^t time, fomewhat intoxicated, wotiJd, 
"not read himfelf, but orde.red his fecretary to tell him the con- 
tents, which he did in,^ flight manner, and varying from the 
fpirit. The navob befog fatisfied, font the paper to colonel Clive, 
requeflting that he would copy and ratify it with his feal, which he . 
did, and kept the draft. The contents of the paper wWe in thefe 
words : You may come with fafety and fatisfeftioh of mind. 

** The fecurity of your perfon, honour,., fortune, and coniinu- 
** ance in employ, without fettling, your accounts, fefts upon 
** me.” Geeda Mul hafted upon the \yings of fpeed to Ram- 
narain, .who repaired, without hclitation to the navob’s camp ; ' 
where, however,, he viiited firft colonel Clive, who fent an offi- 
cer of rank to introduce him to Mecr Jaffier. The navob was 
, offended at his difrclpedS: in not coming firft to him, and com- 
manded him to remain in the camp, .which he did, till the 
arrival of the army at the city of Patna. 

Meer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was vifited by all the 
refpefiable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon Ins accef- 
fion to the foubahdary, and among them were many, who hav- 
ipg formerly lived with him. on terms of intimate equality, hoped 
to (hare the advantages of his exaltation, but were moftly dif- 
.appointed, by a cool reception. Among thefe was Meerza Shurnic 
ad Dien, who, in the days of his diftreis^ had affdled him with 

n. film 
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a fum of money, and now hoped to have it repaid, and to 
enjoy the fevouf of the navbh ; who, however/ alfomed towards 
him a diftant behaviour, fearful, as the Meerza. was a man of wit, 
and free of fpcech, that he might adame *tdo ttfudi Upon tlieir 
former intimacy.V Ofie day it happened, notwithftanding,-that 
Shtimfe ad,ti>ien beini' admitted to hia prefence, was going to Ipieak, 
when the^avOb, expecSing a reproach,- faid, I have not for- 
.** gotten youf fbmser kifidnifs, which f mean to repay j but at 
** prefent the 'cxpenfes of tfee Bft^lilh army and other contingen- 
. cies are ^ great, 4t is not' in tny power* When God fhall give 
** me ability and opportunity, 1 - wilf hot be unmindful of your 
'♦ obligations.*^ The -IVfeenta, -pretending feelings of compaflion, 
fald with a fobbing accent, No more, my Lca:dp 1 asm ftruck 
** with your fufferinga; huV alaa !. Seranje ad ]ji( 6 wlah plundered 
"tny houih, or I fliduld ^now^have eileemed contributing to 
" your relief as an honour.** Meet Jaffier was womanifhly fond 
of jewels, of which healwtl^wore great numbers in his higher 
fortunes. On this 4ay, hjs neck, arms, wrifts, and turban were 
more richly ornamented .than ufoal, and the Meerza wittily faid, 
" To be fire, thcfe few ilones about your perfon are not of 
" any great value to any one 5 but I ihould think a blow from 
" one of ^ your highnefs's hands as an honbur and £itisfadion.” 
Again, feme enetr^ of the Meerza’s infbnned the navob, that 
his attendants had picked a quartet with thole of colonel Clive, 
who was much olFended ; and the Meerza coming in foon after. 
Meet Jaffier reproved him, faying, Knew you not 'the rank 
of the colonel, that your people Ihould dare to infult any of 
" his IHends?” The Meerza, putting, on a look of fubmidion, 
cxclaktied, patron, how dare I even looh' the colonel in 

the face wiih fteadinefs, who every of my life make 

three ohcifances to his ‘afs.*’ Mecr -Jaffier was filsnt, and 
pretended not to undefftand the meaning. 

. - After 


• Alluding to Meer Jailier’s bdng fupported by the colonel. 
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"After! fbcpe days ipent in ceremony and entertainments* Meer 
Jaffier> who coofoiog the governmenit of Pi^a upon 

his bcoth<»' Ceneiiia JRamnarain aU ac- 
count of hts dilbttrfemei)t^ balance ^ of xevsnue due to 

government j but the w%. .Hiadopj; who had* ezped^g this de- 
mand, Secured, the* !prpb(3ion 0 th|,i.<.^glifh, to 

colonel Clive, who repnkimted it navob as > a breach of 

The oavob that«he IK> malba why he ih^ld 

refign the province > to Hatouvainy^add dn^ hh own hrothe/*. 
for the pronufe. of .the j^onel. Chvd'^^ohferved, that he had 

before told hh highnefs df the ‘.dlTagreemcnt which the inter- 
ference of thc^ Ekglifh wouki occafion } ^ut as, . notwithftanding^ 
he. had unportGBiatej^&lsitr^Widvddat'Vdo write a. letter of pro- . 
tuition und^ ' his own feah^Jbe muft therefore now abide by 
the contentSi .. ^sr he could not fu^^ra breach of his pronaife. 
Meer Jaflier * denied having foot 4^^ to write what 

he had donee the ct^nel, ■ ipeodocisig his own draft, he 
was iihmt ^on. the dut^e(^ to ium, but abuied his fecretary and 
Ramnarain’s vaqueel ibr impoiing upon him, who, however, 
inMed that they had* wdUea literally according to his infkruc- 
tions, which he liadS fihgottcn in dAc multiplicity of bufinefs. 
,He was obliged to icootoa* Ramnarain in his. employment, as 
the colonel iidifted ;on hb obfisrving the engagement. ^This af- 
fair being fettled, the made a pilgrimage to the tomb 

of a celebrated fakeor,’ and aRerw^ convened numerous 
aflembly of devotees, for whom he made i an entertainment on^ 
the bank of the <5anges, at Patna j, . Where; he alfo celebrated 
the Hindoo Hooly with much feftivity and fplendour* 

.He then- began hb return, to Moorihudabad, hooting, ; on 4is 
rfiarch with a fclesfit party of his .attendants at a diftance footn 
the main body of his .‘army.” He. was accompanied ^is he mov- 
ed by troops of muficians and fingers upon elephants, who en- 
tertained him with their harmony. Amid fuch luxuries he re- 
VoL, n.‘ ' .< • “i' A a a • gulatcd 
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guUted the country' as he pafTed, ahd at length reached' the 
palace of Muhalntt Jung at Moorlhudabad, where, plunging 
.more and more mto pfofu0on and voluptuoufnels, he became 
rcgardleft all public a:^rs, Meeraun, his Ibii} pudFed up with 
vanity, copied tfie manners of the diilipated of * Dhcly, about 
four thoufalld ** of whom he had taken into his pay as fol- 
diers. Giving himfelf up tO women and dcbauchcfy, with equal 
avidity as bis father, though . more excufeable^ being in v the 
. height of youth, there" was sto one to ^attend to the bulinejfe of 
government. The troops at length became fo diftrcflld through 
want of pay, that ’they' piif6d w.th ‘hunger, ana turned their 
jhorfes loofe upon the plains, for want of grain-'to feed them. 
Except the few thoufaiUtl guards of Ml^raun, his women, and 
favourite attendants, t^h thbfe of the navob his father, no pne 
was regularly paidj and the controul of tliefb extenfive pro- 
vinces was left to the dlmObn of three fpies, Cheeny Laal, 
Munny Laal, «nd Aknoon Sing, By their mfluen<¥ the renters 
were prote<fted in embezzling the revenues, fo that (hortly there 
‘ was not moj\ey fufficient carried to the, trcalury to ^bear tlic 
expenfes of the navob and his fon. , • 

N * 

When only one year and three months of this wretched 
government had elapfed, the troops wore driven to defpair, a(id 
the knife had now reached the bone; till, at length. Aba al 
Iladee Khan and other chiefs conlpired'tQ remove Jaffifcr Khan 
* from the mufnud by afTainnation, when he fhould attend the 
. •aflcmbly of mourning in the month pf Mtdiirrim; but many 
perfons beirig in the ph>t, fome one betrayed .if to the navob 
on the fecemd evening of t>te meeting, suid he came no ouiyDe, 
into public. Eni^uiry was made into the particulars of the trea> 
fon, and many turned iriformers to. favc their .lives, Abd al 
• Hadee 

* In comnienaoration of the dsatlis of ths Imautns, grandfons of Mahuni- 

MJU(K 
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H£d^ Khan^ finding himfelf difcovered, fortified himfcif in his 
own houfo, tfiil*- at length, obtaming leave to quit the provinces, 
he mbarked 'With his-^ iafxuly^i|^ Moorfhudabad j but was 
afterwards feized.and put to his .way up the Ganges, 

by a band of Ai^baun^^ commiflioned by the navob for that 
purpofe. Meer Qafium • Khan, !. 4 n(«her , of the conlpirators, was 
alfo afiTainnated. 'The . yiridow Mahajbut Jung, hit daughter 
Goofeety Begum ^ Ameeny* Beglpn, :.alfo , Lootf al Nifla, ^ the 
widow of Serauje ad infiint daughter, bcmg^ 

•fufpeitcd ofi encouraging ..tBe plot, Were 4ent into confinement at 
Dacca. Abogt .three moftthi^after' thi% -n^ours were fpiftad of 
the prince AU: Gdher’s intention to , enter Bengal. This intel- 
ligence alarming the nt^vob and, his fon, they, for their owh 
Ikfety, paid up part of the, arrears due. jto the troopi^, and pro- 
mifed more attention and regularity in future. 

RaihWain,^ Ihe deputy ^goveniw: Of Patna, .was a man of 
much cunning and ' intrigue, void of any real regard to Meer 
Jaffier Khan and his. femily, . but,, from the connc<aio]|phe had . 
formed with the Engihh, te dared npt openly a<ft contrary, to 
treaty, though fecrfctiy he wiflied hiS deftrudion, and w'as on the 
watch for oppctf tunityito eifeft it. . Rajas Sander Sing and Pulwaun 
Sing, two principal a^mkidaR!, out pf gratitude to the prpte<^ion of 
Mahabut Jung, hated Meer Jalficr, as,, the deftroyer of his fa- 
mily, aiid meditatedr rebellion. The greateft number *of the prin- 
cipid people of the provinces, difgufted ,with ;th*e bad qualities 
\and tyranny of the late navob, hsul brea>,pleafed at his depolal, 
judging, that as Jaffier .was , advanced 'in years, and had 
' 4ong Jbrved -Mahabut Jut^, he would fblbw his example ; but 
upon, his aceeffion yq. power,, experiencing his. behaviour, and 
more particularly the -cruel: adlions of his fon Mccraun, a mon- 
• fier of -his time, thfey now regrCtted the fill ^ of Scratijc ad 
Dowlah, and the old laying of ** Blcfs ouif former ruler,” was 

' A a a 2 * revived 
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revived on the tonguss of *tbe \viie and the limple. Meer Jaf*- 
her» who, when paymafter tn Mahalput Jung, was celebrated 
among the troojtf for bis jniqjpiiiib liberality, upon a&ondtttS 
mufruidr< became as much i^ncd for hid avarice* It is fiud, 
that a pcrfiM aHung him the caPfe of this change in bie be-^ 
baviour, he replied, that hi Mahabut ijttng’a time the public 
' tj^eafure was another's ; but now it was bis own, bit hcait felt 
uncaiy to part widi it* ^ 

"In this btnatiain t£ the prihee AU Goher, eldeft fon 

of thcfrcigning empeQsr, diaving ‘n)i|de his efcape fjom the hands 
of his father’s jniiuAcf, who Mrifbed to. keep him in con^ 
hhement, fought protedUoo with Mahiudmud KooUee Khan, 
the ibubahdar of ^leabad. This nobleman was a young man 
of courage, but of little conduct Ambitious of enlarging the 
limits of his government, he was cafily tempted, by reports 
of diforders in^ Hahar and Bengal, to attempt thek. conqueft 
under the royal ituidfciooj for which purpoie he .offered his 
, fervices ||p the fugitive prince, who readily accepted them. Ma« 
hummud KoolJoe was aUb fupporfed in his hopes by affur- 
ances of aid ffom Shujah ad Dowlah, his ^eoudn, and fbubah* 
dar of Oude t who, however, was not finccre in hk • promiles, 
and only pomoted the expedition m order to remove hts rela- 
tion from ' the fort of Alcabad, which he wilhed to feize for 
himlclf. Mahummud Koollee Khan had al4> received invatations 
to invade Bahar from Sunder Sing, Pulwann Sing, and other 
difaffeded zemindars. The former was ttuly attached to the fa« 
mily of Mahabut Jung, and hurticd with ardour to revenge the 
ruin of his family. He pollelled true honour, courage, and 
many other good qualitiesj fo that, had fote pei mined him, he 
might have attained hts obje<^t but liis hte was too thort. 

• > ♦ Undear 

# ' ' 

» In bis plearures, however, he was ri^kuloofly profufe, and laviflied fums 
upon them, which, paid to his troops, would foye lecured his power* 
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Under .preteoce of regulating and vifitiiig Raja 

Ra-nnarain, he left his fortreft of ‘Teekaucty, formed an en- 
campment, and began to levy troops. While making prepara- 
tions a favowrke ofiicer defired the advance of a thouftnd 
rupees j which demand* ' as the like had often been repeat- 
ed, caufed the raja to fay in a jefting Imanner to his attend- 
ants, ** Ghclaum Ghofc inherits much bravery from his fa- 
** ther, but this mcannefs of borrowing is from his mother, 

« and darkens his better qualities.” Gholaum Ghofc, hearjpg * 
of this ohfcrvatkm, was to’uch enraged, and refolved to murder 
his patron. He .came add n<ked for a thoufcnd rupees/ upon 
which the raja told him, *• Such importunity was not decent,/ 
and begged he would defiftj hut the other impudently de- 
clared he Ihould not rife dll he had given him the fum* The 
raja, ifpon this, attempting to rife» he.fcfeicd his garmen^ cry- 
ing, « Sit down tin you give me the money.” SundeS Sing 
exclaimed, « Ar^you mad?” when the traitor ftabbed him mor- 
tally with a dagger i then rulhing on the attendants, he wound- 
ed feveral, arid forced his way through them. Mounting his 
horfe, he fled from the camp, but was overtaken by Soorut 
Sing, ^a relation of ^e deceafed, who called out, ** ft is cowardly 
** to fly, return and fight me.* He flopped, and dilmounting 
Irom his horfe, a bloody conflift took place. At length, the 
traitor’s fword heing broken,, he riifticd upon his antagonift and 
threw him to the ground. At this time fome vitlagers appear- 
ing, Soorut Sing cried out, “ Why fland you? behold here the 
k** murderer of your prince*” Upon thk, they ran upon him 
and put hint to death with cluba and fwords. Thus was Sun- 
der Sing prevented in his. career of joining the prince.' 

In the year 1172, Mahummud Koollee Khart, under the A, D. 1759* 
K^al flandard of Ali Gohu, who had procured trom his tathg: 
the emperor grants of Bengal, *Bahar, and* Oiilia, bCj^an his 

march 


* A didri^l m Bahar. 
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march towards Patnai ‘ Vftien Raja Ramnarain ' heard *iof bis 
. having approached heybriii ;Banaras, he was much aUfmed> nei- 
ther ‘the navob nor the Bi^liih arniy having yet moved from 
Moorfliudabad.' The Cigklt^' of the royal name, and terror 
of the^hdogid arinsi filled his mind with dread, and made him 
aft with tautioh. .'pitch'd b» camp at a little diflance 

from the city, rcfolving to join oither the prince or the navob, 
whoever ihould firft arrivO' in hist vicinity. Hearing that the 
* royal army, had eroded the C’^rutni^daj;; and that Meer Jafficr 
had not yet left the.Cajntal; he thought h* wifcft to treat with* 
th« former;, but firft aficed'^the ^dviecfpf IV^. .dfoyatt, the 
chief of the Englifti fadory at Patna, obfervipg, that ** with- 
** tout the arrival* of the liiLVdb’s army, he was unable to cope 
** wilh the*' enemy/*;, , Jliihr. : Amyatt repBed, os . to him- 

fel^ if affiftance arnv^edl, .he ' wtfold - remain at Patna j - but if 
“ notf on. the near approach 'of the enemy, he would retire 
“ fome days’ journey to the eaftward towards TBengal, and waif 
** the- orders of council pr contingency of events; that as for 
‘ ** Ramnarain, he fhould try to amufe the enemy as long as he 
** could, till orders or help arrived frtan . the navob ; but in 
cafe he was hard puihed, to proceed as befftiould fin'd raoft 
“ for his own advantage.” 

The Raja, having received the^ advice he wiihed for, began 
to amufe both parties." He wrote to Meerayh and colonel Clive, 
that he was prepared to refill the enemy, but could not brave 
theth alone, therefore hoped they would haften to his relief; 
and at the islrde time he fent emiflaries to.fecure the favour 
of the prince' and Mabvimmnd KOollee Khan. ‘I W'as at this 
time at Patna, with my* mother afid femU^; but in much dread, 
as Meer Jatfier and Meeraun having heard that my father, 
Huddaiut Ali ^Khan, was with the prince, bad written to Ram- 
narain to obierve my motions,*' as believed that I and my 

' ' relations 

" Gholaum Flouflcini the native writer of thefc events. 
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relations were the exciters *of his expedition. Bnl^the truth is, 
I had not the leaft ,acq^ain^nce wii^ the enemy, « nor ^"cf- 
pondence . wkh my-&ihef, who had long refided,,. at 
where, like the^reft of .the pobles, ,he fpent his time in.,d»fli- 
pation,' ind had manried a Cafhmirian woman; havmg^o con- 

Lrn at all . with us St my mo&V % fF. 
during which he enjoyed offices pf great emolument. We alfo, 
from the kindnefs Pf pur .cefetions Mahabut Jung and his 
nephews, pafied our timd 4n eaf^ and affluence, n^ wanted his 
notice; fo that, except abetter of cejenipny- now arffl then, tKere 
was no cifcer communication between us. 


' ' ^ V .■ ''i , • . 

. RamiMfain was weU in&im^/of thefe par^^ars. and bn 
the receipt otthe navoh’s lettec . affuM ■»« 

from his jealoufy.-. Upon the. app^h of the pnnee j«arer . 

Patna, Mr. ■ Amy«t with the. reft,.rf the Epgh& en^rked 
their boats, aid itoed twenty . or thiijy cofe .towards Bengal, 
leaving their feftoor under, the protedUhn of Ramnaram; who 
by this (iep was c.onfirmed in his refolunon K vdtt the prmce. 
and Mahommud .KooUee' Klian. He w^^wever, advded 
•aeainik it by Raja^Moorlydhcr, chief of the fpies. who judged 
Meet Jafficr vfrbuld in the end prevail from the aflidance of 
•the Enslifh; and he thought julUy : but Ramnaram was- deei.ly 
impreffed by the awe pe-oyalty, and the downefS'^f the na- 
vob a)jd the EngUOi. W^en relblved upon his (^nipil, he fent 

me privatelv. *and alked me to go. and fccure him the, 

prince's favour through the mediation of my^feffier. I complied, 

^ and fet out for th? c^unp. On the road 1 met feveral Ipics, 
,who confirmed the.hCws^ bf the prince’s approach. Arriving at 
* Aroiil, ' I few Muddar ad Dowlah, who was going on tiie part 

of the princfi and Meerza Asahummud^AU on that of .Ma- 

. hummud Kcfollte . Khan, as agents, to Ramnarain, mounted on 
2 ‘ ‘ • elephants, 

’ • A town awW days’ inarch from Patna. 
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elephants, witli one hundred horfe. was aiioniihed, that an^r 
other 'ihould be feat on this bufinefe than my •father, who was 
intimafely acquainted wilh^ the province and its {i^ihcipal inha- 
bitants. When I had travellH a little farther, 1 heard that 
my bro||||ier Nukkec ,Ali Khan had jwned ,my hither, who had 
fummoned him' by letter.^ This gave *1116 much concern, as 
there was no caule for his thus fubjefling, himielf to the re- 
fentment of the naVob of Bengal.'. About funfet I reached the 
prince’s camp, had an intcf^w with :my ^ther, and foon dif- 
obvered, that, from his ' hqughtinefs of i^fpoiition, he had not 
coined the attention of Mahummud Koollee Khan, like Mud;^ 
dar ad Dowlah and others, under whofe influence the prince 
aifted, as upon him indeed he depended for fubfiftance. I afked 
him, et Why Hie had joined ihe prince, hnee it could anfwer 
“ no purpofe but Vexatiotf of heart, and the lofs of our jag* 
hires in Bahar, which' we had obtained at the expenfe of fo 
** much time and trouble.** He gave me ah angry reply; but 
i perceived that he felt the truth of my obfervations. * How- 
•cver,* it came indeed rather too late, and his fituadqn was 
pitiable ; for wlMcver the prince, who yvas hafty arai incon* 
hderate, a^cd conbaiy to the wilhes of Mahummud KooUce 
Khaii, he confidered his cpndudt as originating' the ad- 

vice of my father. In fliort, Muddar ad Dowlah, being arrived 
at Patna, ^rfliaded Ramnarain by di^ts and promifes to \ilit 
the prince and Mahummud KqoIIcc KJiap; jvho, on theiri parts, 

• agreed that he fhould be continued in the ibubahdary. Hear- 
ing of this, one day before that appointed 'for the interview, I 
reprefented to my father, ** that Ramnarain was very artful 
** and circumipe^ ; that under awe qf the prince’s naine and;, 
“ the Mogul arms, he had , been, led to fubraiffion; but, upon 
** feeing the true of the camp, would repent of lus timidity, 

“ and if allov\'§d to return to. the c ity^ would never come back.” 
My father angrily replied, “ that lil family of Timur never 

** dealt 
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** dealt with treachery to any one,'* I anTwered, ** that I did 
‘not hint that treacheiy ihould be ufed, but only that the 
** prince and his arnay ihould enter Patna with the nya*. when 
he muft of'heceffity become their friend, and upon intelli-- 
** gfence. of the fall of the city, the .^navob's army would ad- 
** vance iefs rapidly.** He anlwercd,^ ** that M^ummud Koollee 
** Khan had the power." I idvjlcd him. to infbrna him; but 
he faid, that, as he never cuniUlted him, there was no caufe 
** fbr his intruding his advice.**f This enraged me, and I told 
him, he had given our^ family *to the winds.** He became* 
more angry, and I was filent.* 

»' ■ ■ • • - , • s - . . 

The day following, I went with my fether to the rdyal tents. 
The arrival of the raja, and his being long in ppvate with • 
Mahummud Koollee Khan, was announced. Lofing all patience, 

I mentioned what I had obferved to nay &ther, to Moneer a^ 
Dow lah and others ; but in vain. At length, Mahununud Koollee 
entered the royal prefence, and, having made his bbeifance, took 
his place as vizier on the left of his highneis. He inftantly 
began to praife the raja, laying, ** He was a yjplc Hindoo, and 
Ipoke the Pcrfi.^n .with great readinefs; in ihort, that he was 
** fo much pleafed with his abilities, that he had appointed 
,** him his own dewan, and given him the deputation of Ale- 
“ abad.” The. prince naturally alked htm, ** Howjfih® could 
place fuch confidence in a perfon at firft light?", when .Mud- 
dar ad Dow lah and t)tliers, who bad been gratified by the raja 
with a few thoufands of rupees, immediately uttered forth his 
^raifes' for wildoui, fidelity, and * all good qualities, oftering to 
be his pledges. In a little time the raja arrived, and being 
olsligcd to ufe all the ceremonies of royal audience, which he 
had never till now been accuftomed to, he came up to the 
throne' with a terrified afpeft and parched lips, to prefent Jus 
offering, which I forget whether the prince or Muddar ad Dow- 
VoL. II. B b b ’ lah 
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lah took from him. He was then invefted with a khcla^t; 
but, as’ he had himfelf till now been only a beftower of them,, 
he was much wearied with the numerous obeifanccs, heceflary 
at receiving every Icparate part of the drefs. When this was 
over,, having ftood and recollefted himfelf a little, I faw him 
obferving the wretched appearance’ of the prince, and the ftrange 
manners of his attendants, with’‘"contempt, ihame at his having 
come to an interi^w, and inapatience to return. He was foon 
difmided, and went with MaKhilbmud Koollee Khan to his tents, 
vvho permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, imme- 
diately upon his arrival, at Patna, iflhefi orders to fliut the gafig, 
and man the walls of the, city. ‘For fome days, he continiMi 
to amufe*the princo and Mabummiid Koollee Khan wkh trifling 
prefcnts and meflagcs, in order to prevent hoftilities till the ar- 
^val of the navob’s army; and!’*fuch was the weaknels of the 
enemy, that they fuffered themfelves to be impoied upon by 
his cxcufes. At lenigth, Mahummud Koollee l^an wilhed to 
move his camp to the caftward of the . city, through which 
was the common road ; but Raihnarain rcprefenting to* him that 
fome diforders Qiight arife on the ^march, from - the irregularity 
of the Mogul troops, he confentcd to go apother way ; though 
this denial of a pr^age made it clear to all, but himfelf, that 
the raja was deceiving him till the approach of the navob's 
army. encamped for fome days near the gardens of.Jaflier 
Khan, and the raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by; pretend- 
ing to prepare a ftatement of the revenue! of the province and 
the balance in the treafury; till, at length, intelligence of the 
march* of Meeraun and colonel Glive from Moorlhudabad ar- 
riving, and the enemy becoming more .urgent in their demand^, 
he drove the meSbiigers of Mahuntmud Koollee Khan from 
the city, by the iniportunate advice of Moorl}dher, who was 
apprehenfive of the navob's lulpedting his ^ loyalty ; ptherwife, 
• Ramnurain. 
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Ratnnarain would have atnufed them without hoftilities, till the 
a/rival of the Bengal army. 

• It is a juft obfervation, « that tlie weak man afts the' fame 
as the wife, only not till after difgrace;" and fo it was 
with Mahummud Koollee Khan. On receiving the- raja’s mef- 
fage> which was, “ that he confidered himfelf as a fervant of 
** the navob of Bengal, and’ had only vilited him as a' gueft of 
** his maffer's,, but did not underftand his demand of the pro- 
“ vince,” he flew into a violent, rage, vowing diat he would 

* bring him hy force to tRe prince the next day. Accordm^y, 
Hi the moriilfig he begaft to .cannonade, and the fiege was car- 
ried on for Ibme days widf geeat brilknefs. In all probability, 

• Patna vvo’uld have fallen into his hands, had not the operations 
been interrupted by intelligence, which caufed him *to raife the 
fiege and retreat. This was, that Shujah ad Dowlah, who had 
obtained his permiflion to (helter his. wo^en in the fort of Ale- 
abad, on pretence of marching to job him, had treacHeroufly 
feized that* jplace, and pofie/Ted himfelf of the provmce. Ma- 
hummyd Koollee retired from Patna, and the prbee, unable to • 
adt with hfs own fmajil army, rcludlantly accompanietj Iiim. On 
his arrival at PHoOlwawree, only four miles from the city, he 
was met by hlr. Law; who had haflened with his fmall band 
of Frenchmen from Chutterpore, (where .he had .^refided fince 
the taJl of Serauje ad Dowlah) to oifer his lervices.^ Mr. Law 
remoniVirated with him» but in vain, on the folly of a retreat 
when he was fo near fuccels. He marched onwards, and Mr. 

\ Law went to vifit the prince, and offer his afliflance. The 
Wince unhefitatingly informed h’lm, “ that he depended on 
Mahummud Koollee ^han even for his daily expenfes, and 
** without him coifld not continue the fiege ; therefore muft re- 
“ tire to Chutterpore, b hopes of fupport from the raja of 
“ that country.” Mr. Law offered to accompany him, and 

B b b 2 marcht. ’ 
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marched oji iii front. "Being at SofTaram when he arrived there, 

I paid him a vilitj when he complained loudly of the folly 
of the nobles of liindooftan, who, he laid, were cowardly, 
giving up their cnipire to ruin; that he had tiavelled from 
the coaft of Bengal to Dhely, and been witnefs ot nothing but 
oppreflion of the poor^ and plundering of travellers. ** Though 
“ I,” faid he, " have ufed every argument to excite fuch 
“ powerful nobles as ‘ Shujah ad Dowlah and '■ Ummaud al 
“ Moolk to regulate the empiretl and attempt, the recovery of 
Bengal from the EngUlh, they would not attend to me, nor 
underlland their real intcrefts.’" 

. I 1# 

Soon after Mr. Law had paSed, the prince, and with him 
my father, arrived; who complained heavily df the behaviour 
of Mahummud KooUce Khan and his highnefs, afking my ad- 
vice how he fhould proceed. I obferved, ** That as he could 
not return to Dhely,. from the Enmity of Ummaud al Moolk, 

** and the ^priilUe was unable to fupport him, there was but 
^ one refource left, which was, to join Pulwaun Sing, who had 
' ‘‘ great interell with Ramnarain, and could procure the refti- 
** tution of our jaghires, forfeited by joining the prince, Ihould 
** Pulwaun Sing fubmit.” This he agtfeed tb; and accordingly 
went to his camp, where the raja gladly received him. Pul- 
waun Singj who was rich and powerful, offered, if the prince 
.and Mr. Law would remain with hko^'to hazard an engage- 
ment with the Englifli and Meeraun ; but they would not con- 
fent, fearful that, as he was a zemindar, he might treacheroufly 
deliver them up to the enemy to make his own peace. It was/ 
then agreed, that the prince fliould, to fave appearances, writei 
a letter to cdoncl Clive, demanding a fiim of money as tlie’ 

price 
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price of his retreat; which . he commanded* me to compofe, and 
it was fent by Nobut. Khan to the colonel. 

When Shujah . ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma- 
hummiid KooUee Khan, he treacheroufly commanded Beny Ba- 
hadur* his deputy* and Bulwaun Sing of Banaras* to intercept 
his* march* and take him prifoner. They accordingly encatnpe’d 
dieir forces near * Ramnuggur* on the high road* and fcnt word 
to t^e prince and Mr. Law* Ihat.^y did not mean to moled; 
$hem, but would oppofe /he pro^efs of Mahummud KooIlCe* 
Khan ; upon which the fprmer ^parated from him* and conti- 
nued their route to Chuttcrporc. Mahunomud Koollce, againfl: 
the remor^wces his friends* confented tp difband his army; 
and throw himfelf on the protection of Shujah ad Dowlah; who 
immediately his arrival* kept him a prifoner* and fhortly 
after put him to death. 

Meet Jafficr Khan* upon heil'ing of the viiit of ’itamnarain 
to the prince, was much’ alarmed* and entreated the afliftance 
of colonel Clive, wh6 agreed to march with his fon Meeraun 
to the relief of Botiia j* tilt it was not the intention of the. En- 
glilh* who at this time ti^e uflacquairUjed with* the- low Bate 
•of the empire* to oppofe, if.it was poffible to avoid it, the em- 
peror’s fon, for whofe dignity they had much rcfpcCt;«and it is 
certain*. had he and Mahununud KooUee Khan aCted prudently, 
a treaty’ might have been concluded to their honour and advan- 
tage i but their weak conduft ruined their alBuh. Meeraun upon 
ms march halted at Raujemadial* intending to allure kliadim 
Ifouffein Khan, fojedaur of Poomeali* to an interview, at which 
he had refolvcd to adTailinate him, being jealous of his power, 
and fearful of his joining the prince. This defign, however, be- 
ing reported abroad, the fojedaur* who was a prudent man, march- 
ed h'om Poorneah up the banks of the Ganges* giving out that 

he 
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he meant to Join the young navob; .but upon bis arriyd at 
Currangela, nearly eppoiite Raujemahal* he halted* and fent an 
agenta-to colonel Clive, reprefenting his fears of Meeraun’s trea- 
cheiy, and begging his prbeet^ion. The colonel accordingly dif-r 
hiaded Meeraun from his deliga; and having met the - fojedauc 
in a boat on the middle of the Ganges,, allured him of fafcty. 
Khadim Iloullein Khan, however, not chufing to vifit Meeraun, 
the colonel obtained for him the navob^s pcrmiffion, much a- 
gainft his inclination, to retarn to Poorneah, Clive being fecurity 
'fdr his fidelity to the. navob*,- and the . navob’s fincerity to the. 
fojedaur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the co> 
Jonel; but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near 
the city they were .-vifited by Ramnarain, who artfully excufcd 
his interview with Mahumnaud Koollee Khan, and became more 
favoured than before. Though he had importunately entreated 
me. to be his agent with the prince, and I had complied, with 
his requeR againft my own inclinations, he now abufed me to the 
navob as # traitor, faying, " It 'was a llrange world, that I fliould 
, ** be fo deceitful as to defert his fcrvice, and join my fother;” 
though he himfelf was indeed the traitor, ’for his refolution was 
to join the enemy, till he fow their we'akncfa. With fuch arts 
he prefenped his own .reputation j but it is furprizing how he 
could perftwde the Englilh that he y^as their friend, sfter having ' 
vifited the enemy. The fadt is,* he was immenfely rich'; and, 
in thefe days, money caft do wonders, even give vice, the ap- 
pearance of virtue. After fame days ftay a1 Patna, Meerkuii and 
the Englilh marched againft Pulwaun Sing, who fl^ to the hilly 
country for fecurity i at the fame time fending offers of fubmilA 
fion, which were accepted. Ramnarain; perfuaded the young ni[- 
vob to return to, Patna ; which he M^ilUngly did, being fotigued 
with the campaign, leaving Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft 
affairs with the zemindar. Pulwaun Sing honourably infifted on 
the pardon of my father and the continuance of his jaghires, 

before 
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*- « 
before he would accept his. own, which was granted. God be 

praifed, that what I had forefeen, came to pafe. The Engiiih 
approved much the letter I had written to them for the-sisrince, 
and, being moved with compaflion, colonel Clive fent him a 
fum of money, All afixurs being ctmcluded with Pul waun Sing, 
Ramnarain and the Engliih returned to Patna. 

Meeraun being now anxious to return to Moorihudabad, ])re> 
pared for his departure; but nrft wifbed to drive from his fer- 
.•vice Aflaulut Khaii and « feme other officers, of whofe it- • 
tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpicions, 
but had concealed their jealoufies on account of the prince's 
invafion, left they ftiould have joined him. . Meer Jaffier hs?d 
inftru^ed his fon to leave them behind him without their in*' 
formation, left rage might provoke them to attempt his perfon ; 
but the truth is, they- had* no dehgns inimical to the father or 
the fon. They had ever been attached to Meet Jaffier, and on 
that account were difplaced from the fcrvice of government by 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and fuffered great hardihips, remaining with- 
out employment for twelve imontlis. When I was, by the acci- 
dent already relanedv obliged to join the prince’s army, I wrote 
. a letter to Dilleer Khan, with whom I had • exchanged turbans, 

» Inviting him to embrace the prince’s fervice, and requefting him 
to elcort ray family to the camp. He wrote me in anfwer, 
that hi^ own head-^lhould be fecurity for my honour ; but that as 
for delbrtmg Meer Jaffier, he never would, though he ftiould be 
^forfaken by all. 

^ Meeraun, agreeably to the inftrudftons of his father, till the 
arrival of Ramnarain pretended much friendihip for Dilleer Khan, 
but afterwards forbad him his prefence, and departed fuddenly 
in boats towards the capital,. leaving him and his followers un- 
der 


• By exchange of turbans, perfons .adopt each other as brothers. 
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der long arrears of pay. Finding he could obtain no fatisfaiJVion 
from Ramnarain, who pleaded that he had no orders to advance 
him nipney; , Pdleer Khanj. with his friends and followers, went 
to Teekaury, and offered. their fervices to..Futteh'Sing and Boo- 
niaud Sing, relations, of the late Sunder’ Sing, who entertained 
them. Not long afterwards, Dill(^ Khan joined Kaumgar Khan, 
the zemindar of Terhewt, in a petition to the prince, that he 
would march again towards Patna, and his highnefs readily 
emWaced their offers of affiftanCe. Diliccr Khan would have 
prevailed on me to join them, but I rcfufcd, and impaired to 
Patna. Ramnarain would have denied me a relidence, at the 
inftigation of. Moorlydher and others, j but Mr. Fullerton, fuj- 
geon to the Englifh fadiory, by pcrmiflion.of Mr. Amyatt, the 
chief, gave me apartments at his own houle, 1 being intimately 
■acquainted with thole gentlemen. Upon intelligciice of the 
prince’s approach, Ramnarain encamped with his forces at fomc 
dillance from the city, and was joined by captain Cochran, with 
fome Bnglilh Ibldiers, fepoys, and ' fome . pieces of ‘artillery. 

The prince had croll^ the CarumnajQa/ and juft entered the 
province of Bahar, when he received intelligence of the murder 
of his father Aulumgeer 2 d j upon which he ciifpatched an expreis 
to my father, then at Houffeinabad, commanding him to his pre- 
fence, and afking his advice on tlBs event. My father, in reply, 
rcconimended him to aff.ime immediately the, -imperial authority, 
to fend ihe ’ inkiland of the vizarat to Shi^ah ad DowTah, fou- 
bahdar of Outtc, and the khelaut of ameer al amra to Nu- 
jeeh ad Dowlah, ,a powerful Afghaun chief} alfq to difpatch 
IVlunncer ad Dowdah on an embafly to Ahmed Shaw Abclallei, 
to requeft his afliflantc, and commands to the A%haun chiefs 
of IlinciCoflan to acknowledge him as emperor. The prince, 

accord- 

$ ' 

«. 

* The viHer is invefted In office by a prefent of an inkl^nd and canopy 
*roin ilic emperor. 
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accordingly, afcended the throne, by the title of Shaw Aulum,. 
and afted according to my father’s advice. He was now joined 
by Kaumgar ^han with five thoufand horfe, Dilleer Khah, and 
AfTaulut Khan, with their fbllo\»yrs, when he proceeded to en- 
gage Ramnarain, who was defeated, and with difficulty gained 
the city. Captain Cochran and Mr. Barwell were killed, with 
Ibme idldiers and fepoys ; but the remainder of the Engliffi, 
having Ipiked onb of their cannon, retreated in good order to 
Patna. Raja Moorlydher and Omar Khan, a principal chiefs 
were taken prifox\crs. The emperor and Kamgaur Khan did* 
not purfue the enemy, having fuffered much in the adion, and 
loft the two gallant chiefs jbilleer Khan and Aftaulut Khan. 
Had the royal army followed the fugitives, it is moft probable, 
Patna would have fallen without rcfiftance. For fonae days the ' 
city was in the utmoft confufion ; but at length, no enemy ap- 
pearing, the fpirits of the inhabitants revived. 

• 

The emperor next marched to •attack Meeraun, who was 
advancing from Moojfhudabad ; but the royal army was defeated 
by the ‘gallantry of .’the EiTglifh. In this action Meeraun was 
vvoimded. Shaw •AQlum, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, «now 
haftened by forced marches through the hills, in hopes of*fur- 
* prizing Meer Jaffier in his capital; but the navob having timely 
intelligence from his fpn Meeraun, was prepared; upon Vhich the 
royal ahniy retreated^ and marched by another route towards 
Patna, hoping, as Meeraun had moved towards Moorftiudabad 
•to the ‘affiftance of his father, that the city would fall an ea/y 
Arey before he could return to relieve it. Unfortunately for 
tnem, they halted *a^ few, days at Bahar, which gave time to 
Rar^narain to prepare for defence; for the greater part of his 
troops were with Meeraun, and only a few fepoys in the Engliffi 
faiftory. Upon intelligence of the approach of the enemy, as 
many troops as were in the neighbouring., diftridls were called - 
VoL. II. C £ c in. 
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in, and Mr. Amyatt encreafed his force to about three coih« 
panics of fepoys, from the feveral Ituions. At length the (enemy 
commenced the fiege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted an efcalade, but were defeated by the 
vigilance and adivity of the Englifli and Raja Shittabroy. They 
repeated their attempt a leco'nd evening in ^ diiferent quarter, 
with the lame ill fucceis ; but the ipirits of the garrifon began 
to fall, efpecially of Ramnarain and his followers, when they 
were revived by the arrival of an Englilh detachment under 
xaptain Knox, who had marched fron> Burdwan in thirteen days, 
and reached the bank of the river oppofite the city the morn- 
ing after the laft aflault. The following evening, the Engldli 
made a fally upon the beliegers, who were eafily defeated. 
Kaumgar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunppre with the 
emperor, and railed contributions upon the neighbouring uillri^s, 
for his fupport. 

* Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoned my father to his pre- 
lence, but he, unwilling to odend the navob of Bengal, evaded 
coming; till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, 'detach- 
ed ^heoput Mharatta to plunder his ‘jaghire ; he was then 
forced to Iboroply, being without help, and prepared for his de- 
parture to the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnarain endeavoured 
to excitC" the refentment of the Englilh againR me ; obferv- 
ing, that my fother, notwithllanding the reftoration of^his jag- 
hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, ' at the 
lame time that I enjoyed the Englilh prote(ftk>n. Mr. Amyatt 
fpoke to me on the fubje<% and dehred I would write , to per- 
fuade my lather from joining thp emperor. I told him, thet 

** my writing vvould be of no effect,* ** while my lather was ex- 

pofed to the ravages of the enemy ; but that, if he Ihould 
“ be allowed to conie and relidc in the city, he would wiU 
'V lingly avoid going to the emperor; that as for myfolf, I had 
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•* .not the leall corrcfpondcnce with the enemy, fincc my ar- 
rival at Patna.” Mr. Amyatt faw the jtiftice of my re- 
marks, and allured me of bis prote<aion; but defired I would 
write, which I did, declaring as before, that my father muft. 
of ncceffity obey the emperor, while he and his family were in 
the open country expofed to his dilpleafure. It fo happened, 
he repaired to the royal camp againft his inclination, and was 
honoured with the finft place in his majefly's confidence. 

. The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and* 
Teckaury, waiting the fiic:cefs of the embafly to Ahmed Shaw 
Abdallee. At this period, i^adim Houfiein Khan, being fear- 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun^- refolved to join the emperor ? 
and having feized all the money he^^^ould from the inhabitants, ’ 
marched from Poorneah with five or fix thoufand horfe, about 
feven thoufand infantry, and upwards of forty pieces of artil- 
Jery, towards Patna, and foon arrived near Hajeepore, on the 
bank of the river oppofite the city. Had he done this before 
the arrival of captain Knox, Patna •'Would certainly have fallen 
into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houfiein, Khan 
Would have acquiced 'great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelli- 
gence of his approach, confultcd with Mr. Amyatt ; who ob- 
• ferved, that as the emperor was at a diftance from the city, 
the raja fhould detach th^ greater part of the forces wvith cap- 
tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofs? the river and engage 
with Khadim ;Boal3ein Khan.' Ramnarain was afronifhed he 
. fhould think of attempting it with fo finall a force ; but Mr. 
Amyatt preffing him, he promifed to prepare his troops to join 
the Englifh.'' Mr. Amyatt alfo defired the affiftance of Raja 
Shittabroy, who with great willingnefs joined captain Knox with 
his followers, about two hundred horfe and foot. The Englifii 
detachment confifted of three or four companies of fopoys, one 
of Europeans, and two field pieces of aitilleiy. The troops of 

C c c a ’ . Ramnarain, 
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Ramnaraln» accordiag to the ufage of the prefeot times, dela^;^- 
ed their march to fettie arrears of pay and oth^r aiFairs, fo 
that not one man of them joined the captain ; but on the con- 
trary, Hummeed ad Dien, a principal jemmautdaur, endea- 
voured to pcrfuafje Shittabroy to returij, by reprefcnting. the folly 
of attacking fuch a force as .Khadim Houfiein Khan’s with a 
handful of men, apd infinuating that Ramnarain wiihed his de- 
ilrudtion, and wouW be glad of the -dchaat of his own troops, 
to yi^om . he owed conhderable meats ; - but that he and other 
officers had refolved not *tb rilk 4 ^eir lives and fortunes by. 
joining the iafh, infatuated Englifh* ^Shittabroy, however, was 
not to be diverted from his attachinent, and accompanied ' cap- 
tain Knox acrols the river meet the enemy, who, contrary 
to the expe<3ation of RaHiiwain, and the inliabitants of the 
city, were defeated with great flaughter, and tlie lots of great 
part of their baggage and artillery. Upon this Khadim Houllein 
Khan retreated towards the diftrift of Butteah, , and captaii^ 
Kopx, unable * to •, purfue luin, . left the abfence of his detach- 
ment fhould leave Patna “cxpofed to the emperor’s army, rc- 
croffed the nver a few days after, the l&ttlc. Shittabroy, by 
his gallantry and fidelity, defer vedly ac(Juifed.,the confidence of 
the Englifh, w:ho rewarded him with great liherrUity. 

Not Ipng after this event, jVlccraun, who had. niarched from 
Moorfhudabad upon inteUigence of the defed^pn of Rhadim 
Houfiein Khan, arrived near Patna with hU army md the 
Englifh forces under the cotnmand.of colonel Calippid. With-^ 
out ehttfnng the city, they crofled, the iwer in purfuit of the 
rebels 5 who having already been defeated by fo few of thf 
Engliih, fo'ove noiy' only to eftb£t his retreat frotfi the pro- 
vinces. He kept up a fort of running fight for fcveral days 
with the navob, till his progrdls wais flopped by the hills and 
the irlvi^ Ghunddc; fo thdt he miift inevitably have fallen into 

the 
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th& hands of MecKiun, had not an unfi}rereen event &ved him 
from deftru<ftion. 

m 

•As it -was now the comrgpncement of the rainy &aibnf and 
the decree of divine vengeance hung over Meeraun, about the 
third hour of the night of Wedncfday the eighteenth of Zee- 
kaud, 1173, a heavy florm began. The world was dark and A. D. 1760. 
gloomy to Meeraun and his aflbeiates, and "*fhe (plendour of the 
day of his life and profperity changed to the black night of 
.deilru^ion. About a third part of the night was elapfed, ‘when • 
his companions* with his attendants* were dUmifled. Meeraun, 
to guard againll the violence of the ftorm* quitting his large 
tent, retired to a finaller one* ' called,- from the inventor of ft, 
a Dullcel Khaunce, low, s(hd without walls, fccured by ftrong . 
pegs fixed % the ground very clofe. A fiivourite courtezan, 
with whom he generally flepti alfo' two or three other finging 
girls, a ftory-lfeller, and a domcftic«to "pat his limbs, were 
with him. As. the life of the women was yet to remain, after 
a fliort time he difmifiei them j when the domoftic began to • 
pat his* feet, and jhe ftory- teller his charm, to the fleep of 
death. God knowc* wjhether he was fleeping, or his eye wake- 
ful in expetftation of the meflenger of fate, when, in the height 
• of a moll heavy Ihower, the threatening thunder of avenging 
anger roared, arid tiie lightning of wrath defcenddl on the 
head of. Meeraun j who reached the place of final vepgeance in 
the pollure in vfrhit^ he lay upon his bed. The lame fialh 
. felling on the idomeftic and the ilory- teller, killed them allb. 

^ ' S ome 

® This is rhe tine account df Meeraun’t death } which Mr. Burke, deceived 
by faJfe . rcport% in the opehin ^ of hi* charges^ againft Mr. Haftnigs, attributed 
to tlic treachery of the hngliih government. ' 

" I'his patting] of the limbs is common in the £a(i, to promote circuhftion 
of the blood. 
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Some time after -the accident, when thfc fury the ftorm ba^i 
abated, the attendants whofe turn it was to watch, coming in, 
law them in the deep of dead),*ahd immediately, ^without noife 
or clamour, informed fome .of th(^ principal officers, whofe tents 
were neareft. Upon examinatioh, five or fix finall holes were 
found on the back part of his . head, and, on his' body, ilreaks 
like the marks of a whip. His fc3rmetar, which lay near his 
head on the bed, had alfb holes in it, and part of the point 
was melted. The tcntpole appeared as if rotted. 

* • ' • 
Meeraun was of a bloody- arid unrdeenting difpofition. With ^ 
him, the flighted; jealoofy was fudicient to bring death on its 
bbjedl. By his inftigation, Khaujeh Hadee Khan and Mecr 
Cauaim Khan Were aflaffinated on tufpiicion of dilloyalty. He 
killed feveral women of his haram with his own* hand, and 
would boafl of the adk, faying, ** this was the true mode of 
** clearing up d<Mibts, ani> eafing the mind of jdlloufies " Widi 
this favage ferocity, he procured the death of Ameena Begum 
• and Goofeety -Begum, the daughters of IV^ahabut Jung, whom 
he caufed to be drowned; and among h*is papers was found 
a lift of many perfons whom he had refblved to cut off ak 
the conclufion of the campaign, determined, ^ as he laid, to rid 
hirofelf of the difloyal, and fit down in repoie with his friends; 
But the Almighty, who is proteiffor of .the univerfe, would not 
permit fuch barbarity. When he beholds people immerfed in 
wkkednefi;, he commits the guidance of power over them to 
a tyrant, that he may punifh their offences:, but he lets not. 
that tyrant remain for ever over his, fervants. The ^vfernment 
of the oppreffive has no permanency, for the feripture truly 
fays, Dominion: may continue even with infidelity, but cannot 
“ with cruelty. If, indeed, after ncceflary feverity, the cruel 
become juft, he may eftabJifh their power; or elfe, remedy- 
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ing evil by evil, he fends one more cruel than themfclves to 
** overthrow their profperity.” 

On the nineteenth, in the 'morning early, the fate of Mce- 
raun was difcloftd by his fervants to colonel ^alliaud, the com- 
mander of the Englifti army, who agreed with them on the 
propriety of concealing his death from the troops. The body 
bvng opened in his prefence, the bowels were ts^en out and 
buried on the fpot. Orders* of march were iffued, and the 
corpfe was carried* dreffod as if alive, upon an elephant, a 1-e* 
port being given out that Meeraun wls indifpofedj hut his 
death was foon fpread abrwd, and the carrying of his corpfe 
in this manner was regarded as an expofure of it, in revenue 
for the difgrace offered to the body of Seraujc 'ad Dowlah.' 
Colonel Caliiaud when arrived near Butteah prepared a hearfe, 
and fent off the corpfe to the Ganges, where it was embarked 
in a boat, anJlbarried; down to Raujemahal for, interment. The 
army then retbmed to Tatna, under the direction of Raujcbul- 
lub, Meeraun’s dewan, where it remained during the rainy, 
fcafon } the cmperoi;* ftill continuing in the vicinity of Teekaury, 
and raifipg cohtiibfltions in the diftri£ts for his fuppdrt. About 
this time, fome changed took place among the Englifh. Colonel 
•Clive had returned to Europe, leaving Mr. Holvvell in the 
government tiU the arrival of Mr. Henry Vanfittart,* who was 
appointed to foccecd him, from Madrafs. Mr. Amyatt, hav- 
ing received fome ’flight, repaired . to Calcutta, where colonel 
Calliaud was alfo ordered, and the command of the Engliih 
,army at Patna devolved upon major Carnac, 

* 

The navob Meer Jafiier having, tlirough grief for the deatli 
of his fon, lofl what underflanding he poflefled, the public 
affairs became negleded, and oonfufion pervaded every depart- 
ment. The navob, from neceflity, cncrealed tile confequence 

of 
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of Lis fon in law Meet OoHm Khan, to whom’ Le had a great 
averiion, and fent him to negotiate Tome buhnefs at Calcutta ; 
where, during his agency, *he impreffed the minds of the coun- 
cil of his Superiority of ability fdr government over Mccr Jaf- ’ 
ficr or his fon y and, indeed, he was eminently diftinguifhed 
among his cotemporaries and family for penetration and con- 
dudi. Having hnhhed his embafly, he returned to the navob, 
who, plealed 'at his fuccefs, (hewed him more kindnels than 
formerly, and he bedime of much influence at court. 

M this time die tdteps, being greatly in arrears, furrounded 
the palace in a mutinems maniier," demanding payment; and 
Meef Caufim had the addrefs to quell them, by pATcring hiin- 
felf as fecurity for^ the redrd's' of their grievances.' Soon after 
this it became neceflfary fl>r him to repair again to Calcutta. 
Meer Jaflier was unwilling at fird to permit him; but fate 
would not allo^ him- to prevent him. ' (Bi 

Mr. Vannitart was by this time arrived. To him Meer 
Caufim related the negledk of the navob in the affairs ’of his 
government, the difpr^ed date of the revenues und araiy, and 
the expenfes of the houfehold, owing to- the influence of a few 
mean people without ability, as Cheeny Laal, Munny Laal, 
and Aknodn Sing Halkarrah, over every department. Mr. Van- 
fittart, who was unequalled among the Ehglifh for hi?. judg- 
ment and abilities in date affairs, ‘perceived that Meer Caufim 
Khan yras among all the refations and fervants of the navob 
mod didingujfhed in underdanding, and he, wiflicd to form fome 
plan for the regulation of the declining provinces. It occurred 
to him, that Meer Caufim Khan fliould be entruded with the 
adminidration of the government^ as tlie deputy of his father 
in law the navob, to whom he (hould regularly py a fum 
adequate to the proper fupport of hw dignity. He laid his plar^ 

htfof c 
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before the counciil for their advice and approbation^ and the 
majority afl'ented to its execution j but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis, 

Mr. Batfon, and major Carnac, diiapproved the mcafure. Though 
the inability of Mecr Jafficr was not fo problematical as not 
to be perceived by them, efpcdally Mr. Amyatt j yet, as he 
wifhed his ovvn party to prevail over Mr. Vanfittart, he op- 
poled his plans, according to the maxim, ‘ Jfe is impoffible to 
love Alee, and not hate Mawceah**’ The two parties ac- 
cuftd each other, in their *kttcrs to Europe, of every roif- 
management ; and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of nuni-* 

‘ber;>, as I (hall hereafter relate. The governor’s party being the 
flrongefl, his meafures took* 4 >lace. Meet Cauiim was congra- 
tulated on his luccels, and returned to Mooifhudabad; where 
it was agreed that Mr. Vanfittart (hould repair to pxecute his ■ 
plan. This he did very fpeediiy, accompanied by Mr. Haftings 
and feme other gentlemen, with a detachment of the army. 

* 1 # , ^ • 

Upon tli« governor’s arrival at Moradbaug, a garden houlc 

oppofite the city, on the bank of the^ river Baugruttce, Mecr 
Jafficr the next morning came to vifit him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed ^upon . by the council, which he (Irenuoufly 
refused to accede fo, thov:gh Mr. Vanfittart ufed every argu- 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity, 
but that he only meant, by appointing Meer Caufim bis deputy, 
to cafe him of a load of cares, winch his ■ infirm (late pf health 
rendered him incapable of bearing, and to relcue his honour 
and fafety from the dangers they fuilained by the ill behaviour 
• of ignorant and Iclt'-nu t.'ciled miniifors. After fome time, tne 
navob took leave, and returned to lus palace. On the way 
back, he met Meer Cauiim, who was coming to Moradbaug, 

VoL. II. ' Odd and 

* The family of -AleCy Ton in law of ‘M>thutnmud, was dsiftroyed by the 

caliph Maweeah, who is nehi in abhoircncc by the leCt ot ihc luriiicr on 
that account. 
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and c6nfunanded him to return; but he pretended not to hear, 
and proceeded. 

When Meer Caiiiim heard what had 'pafled> fi’om the' gover- 
nor> he expredied his fears that the navob*s having been in- 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his (afety. Mr. Vanfittart exprefied 
uncertainty how to adt; upon which Meer Caufim was ftili 
more alarmed, faying, ** If you aic at a lofs, what mull 1 be, 
nwho am without any other fupport ?” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Meer Caudm to a 
feparate apartment. Here, he confulted with Ali lbra.him Khan, 
who advifed him., to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governor, and to fee how he would a(^: that if he gave 
up the .plan, he could retire with his permillion into** Beer- 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him. 
Meet Cauhm refolved on thi% ftep, as a laft re^rce to fecure 
himfelf from thte jealoufy of the navob, (hould the EngUfli give 
up their defign, and wi^ much policy, for he would have been 
joined by many perfons of rank, and th^ troops, for. whole 
arrears he had Hood fecurity, were attached to him; which 
would have enabled him to have alTumed independance. Din- 
ner being concluded, Mr. Va^ditt^t renewed the converfation, 
and it was at lengt|i determined, that Meer Jaffier Ihould be 
forced to accede .to his meafures j for which purpofe he would 
accompany Meer Caufiin to the palace the next mornl%. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Englifii de- 
tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufim’ 
and his firiends. Repeated afliirances, were lent to the navob, 
that no injury was intended to his perfon or dignity. Mr, 
Vanfittart endeavoured to perfuade him that the appointment of 

a deputy 


• A woody dtftriA in Bengal. 
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a. deputy in lo hear a relation, would reinftate his afiairs from 
the confufion in which they were involved by the mifmanage- 
ment and rappcity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Some 
time pafled in fending and receiving mcfiages, when the Eng- 
lilh, finding that the navob would not confent to their requeft, 
defired. Meer Caufim 'to afilime the mufnud in his own name, 
which he did without oppofitionj the fi-iends of Meer Jaffier, 
who remained in the haram, having; moftly defcrted him, through 
fear of the Englifh. Meet Jaffier had the offer of refiding at 
. the capital, or Calcutta. Jtle chofe the latter, and embarked^ 
boats with his family, cacrying with him unmoleiled the tveafures 
in the haram, the jewels and’^uablc effefts, which had accumu- 
lated to an ineftimable amount, during the governments of the 
four lafl navobs of Bengal. At Calcutta he built a^ palace for ■ 
his refidence, and had a monthly allowance adequate to his 
dignity. 


D d d 2 
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MEER CAUSIM KHAK. 


]\^£ER CauEm Kbany on his .accelHpn to the mufnud, finding 
the trekfury low, was difirefied tso pay ,pff the arrears due to the 
troops, for which he had given fccurity, and the debts of the. 
Bnglifh i on which account lie hafiened to le&rm the revenues 
of the fcve^al difiriiSs, He gave Burdwan in mor^ge to the 
Englifh, and pie(%ed to them fiwac of his' jewels. After muf- 
tering the army, and detecting the impofitions of feveral officers, 
he fatisfied the troc^, , by paying them partly in money, and 
partly by orders "on the coil©Q:k)ns. He fettled the diffiurfements 
of his houfchold, fo as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed 
' feveral ufelefs departments, hitherto kept up Ibr Ihcw. He oblig- 
ed Cheeny Laal and Munny Laal to refund confiderable fums-, 
which they had embezzled under the late government. Meer 
Caufim, being well acquainted with the circumftances of the re- 
lations and dependants of the three late navobs, now exadted 
money from all whom he knew to be rich, 'and even obliged 
feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effedts which they 
had received from Meer Jaffier ^uid his fon Meeraun; nor did 
he fpare the women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had 
retired from the^ court and its affairs* In Ihort, the advice of 
Saadee the poet, ** Why collcdteft thou not from every fubjed: 
** a grain of filver, that thdh mayeft ffirm .a treafure?” He had 
attentively liftened to, and now ftridtly^followcd.. Raja Suknut Sing, 
who had held ‘great offices under Mahabut Jung,, voluntarily de- 
livered 
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livered up all Jbis wealtli to Mccr Caufim> who gave him up a 
part, and ever treated him with particular regard and attention, al- 
lowing him to fit clofc to his Mufnud in public. Having thus col- 
lected a great treafurc, - he fatisfied the army, and dilhanded foch 
of the troops as he coifld not truft, levying others in their room ; 
after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refraftory 
zemindars. In faCt, this defcripdon of men arc in general faith- 
lefs, and ready upon the fmalleft: commotion to forget the in- 
dulgence of their governors ; on which account former emperors 
.never relied upon them, hut always managed the pergunnahs by’ 
their own officers. On this account, in their days, the pr6yinces 
were flouri^ng, and men of all ranks fatisfied and fecurej but 
•fince the zemindars have been left uncontrouled in the govern*- 
ment of their diftriCts, confufion has prevailed, and the country 
is decaying. Mecr Caufim liaving matched from Moorfhudai:>ad 
againft AlTud Zummaun Khan, raja of Beerboom, who liad re- 
fufed to pay an additional demand of revenue, eaiily defeated 
him with the alliflance of the Englifh. 

It is* now neceflafy, for the fake of regularity, tliat I fliould 

return to the afiairs of Patna and the occurrences in that province, 

fince the deatli of Meeraun. 

« 

• 

At the conclufion of the rains, major Camac with the En- 
glifli , arpiy, accompanied by Blamnarain, Raojeboollub, and the 
forces of Meeraun, irtarched to Gyah Maunpore againil the em- 
peror and Kaumgar Khan, who were defeated, and Mr. Law 
was taken prifoner. Major Camac after the victory fent Raja 
S^ittabroy with propofals of peace, and an offer to vifit the em- 
peror,’ who at firft declined them, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, 
buF on the remonftrances of my father, he fent again for the 
raja, and confented to an interview with the Englifh, Upon 
this, Kaumgar, Khan retired to his own country. 6haw Aulum 

bavin" 
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having moved nearer the Englifh camp, appointed the next (Jay 
to receive the majof; who came agreeably to his promife, and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conducted his majefty to Gyah, 
from whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard 
to Patna. i* . 

Mcer Caufim, upon intelligence of this event, haftened from 
Beerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the connedtion of the £ng> 
lifti with the cniperor, efpecially as major Carnac was of \lr. 
'Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Mr- Vanfittart in his accef- 
fion t6 the Toubahdaiy. He refiiifed tP vi0t his Majefty in his 

camp, either from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much 

negotiation, Confented to pay his refpeefts to him at the £nglifh» 
fa<ftory; which was accordingly adorned for the occafton, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with 

a rich mufhud. Shaw Aulum came to the faftory on the day 

appointed, and^ Meet Caufim being introduced, made the cuftom- 
ary offerings^ and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of fiivour, when he agreed to pay the emperor • twenty four 
lacs rupeci' annually from the revenues />f the three provinces* 
After the interview, the emperor took up\ his refrdenc6 in the 
citadel, and the navob returned to his own camp; but being 
jealous of my frither’s attendance otl his majefty, he prevailed 
on the Englilh to procure the royal order for his return to his 
jaghire, which they did, though againft their inclinations, to 
i]uiet his frifpicions. 

Shaw Aulum, after fome fray at Patna, having received in- 
vitations fr(Hn fah vizier Shujah ad Dtowlah and other chiefs, 
marched from that city to join hin>, •greatly to the fatisfedtion 
of the navob, who feared that the attachment of the Englifti to 
himfelf might be weakened by their re^rd for the royal caufe.:> 
• Mcer 

* Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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Meer Cauiim bad long, wilhed to demand of Ramnarain an 
account of the diiburfements and receipts of his government, which 
had never been given in, fince the death of Serauje ad Dow- 
lah; and the davob, who was intimately acquainted with bufi« 
nefs, well knew that the deputy had converted great fums to 
his own ufe. The ‘protedion afforded Ramnarain by the EngliCb, 
alone prevented him ffom proceeding to extremities t and the 
raja, depending upon their fupport, payed no attention to the 
juft 'demands of the navob. Mr. Maeguire, the chief of Patna, 
was of Mr. Vanfittart’s par^, and lupported Meer Caufim; but 
major Carnac and Mr. opH^fed his demands upon the* raja. 
In this ftate of affairs, the rtavob, knowing my intimacy with 
Mr. Amyatt, fent me to Calcutta, that I might endeavour to* 
make that gentleman his friend, and to confent to R^mnarain’s 
being left at his diferetion. Soon after this, colonel Coote 
was appointed to the army at Patna, and Ramnarain, thinking 
it his intereft to excite jealouftes in the minds of the Bnglilh 
againft the navob, bribed the colonel’s Ipies to convey him fdlfe 
intelligence, which he too eagerly believed. Thefe men carried 
their impolitions fo fai'j as to, affure the colonel that Meer Cau- 
lim had fixed a day for* attacking him by furprize ; upon which 
the colonel, early on* the morning mentioned, went with fome 
aj-med men to the navob’s camp j but finding no figns of pre- 
paration, and the navob afleep, he was vexed at his careditlity, 
and returned without feeing Meer Caufim; to whom he excufed 
himfelf by a meffage, 4hat he had come with intention to vifit him, 
but hearing he was afleep, would not difturb his repofe. The 
navob complained to the council of this behaviour, which he 
attributed to its juft caufe, the intrigues of Ramnarain, of which 
they were now convinced. Colonel Coote was recalled, and orders 
fent to the gentlemen at Patna, that they ihould nut interfere 
between the navc^ and his deputy. 
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This event rendensg my farther ftay at Calcutta ncedlefs* 
I returned to Patna; and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour^* 
ed to dravr Mr. Amyatt over to- friendfliip for the navob. He 
one day faid to me, ** You well know, tliat 1 have no regard 
** for Ramnarain, but, on the contrary, diflike him; yet, as I 
** have from the beginning taken an oppofite party to the go- 
** vcmor, and our dilutes are referred to England, I cannot 
befriend Mecr Caufim without contiadidting my own ailer- 
** tions. If a dccifion fhall ariive in favour of the governor's 
** party, he will not feek mv help ; but if my opinions are ap^ 
** proved, and the govcriMhcnt 0)ramitted to ray charge, Ihould 
** the navob offer me his friendlhip, I fhall have no objedtion 
^ to return it.” Upon this, I wrote freely to Mccr Caufim 
the deterrninations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends. 

The navob, upon permifficwi from the council, demanded 
Ramnarain to give in Ids accounts, which he did. In them the 
raja had put down large fums paid to jaghired-ars ; but tire 
navob required the receipts of the peribns /aid to have receiv- 
ed them, as vouchers for the payment; ,alfo mufter rolls of the 
troops, and the books of the fevcral payoffices of each corps, 
as proof of the exadtnefs of the difburfements ; for which pur- 
pofc he ordered the fervants of the raja in each department to 
atteitd with their papers. Ranuiarain, confcioiis of his mif- 
mariagcment and embezzlements of the coiledtions, was alarm- 
ed, ajid at a lofs how to ad, being no longer fupporisd in his 
eontuniacy by the Englifh. Some of his friends advifed him to 
refill the navob by force; but, as he was void of perfbnal 
courage, he iavv no remedy but fubmiffion, having firit pre- 
vailed on forae of the heads of offices to fly witJi their ac- 
counts, in hopes by that means to confofe the pavob’s auditors, 
and cover his own defalcation. • Mecr Caufim, upon this, put 
a guard over his houfe, to prevent his cfcape, and having de- 

teded 
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tefted embezzlements of large fums from the revenues, the jag- 
hires, and pay of the troops, conSfcated his effeds. About 
"feven lacs of rupees in money |;id goods were found in his 
houfe, and nearly the fame fum was recovered from perfons 
to whom it had been entrufted by himfelf and his women. 
The elFeits of Gongabiihen, his treafurer, and Munfaram his 
banker, were alfo feized, under pretence of having concealed his 
treafures. A large* fum was alfo collected from Mooflydher and 
the cutwal of the city, who *had been partners in guilt with ^ 
the ra'ja j nor was a fingle perlbn of his dependaiits exempt ‘ 
from fines or confifeation > fo iliat the navob acquired z* great 
treafurc. 

Mcer Caufim having fettled thelc affairs to his fetisfa<Stion, 
entered the fort of Patna with much pomp, as a proof to the 
inhabitants of his poflefllng full authority in his government, 
which in fadt he did not, till the fubmiffion pf Ramnarain. 
He kept , him in confinement in the city, hut fent Moorlydher 
prifoner td Dacca, and Amced Roy, the royroyan, with fcveral 
other perfons, to Mborfhudabad. Having obtained from the 
emperor the dewannjs of the province, the government of Rhotas 
Ghur, and the jaghires of ** Eatimaud ad Dowlah, which had 
d)een under the direction of Raja Shittabroy, he demanded of 
him an account of his conduct j but he refufed to fubmit, and 
with fome faithful followers refolvcd to defend his houfe aitainft 
the troops of the nJvob ; but the Englifh, who owed gitat 
obligations to Shittabroy for his afiiftance in the battle with 
Khadim (jlouffein Khan, prevailed with Meer Caiiiim to fub- 
mit his claims upon him to the decifidh of the council, which 
he did, depending on the governor’s fupport of his caufe. Shit- 
tabroy accordingly accompanied major Carnac to Calcutta ; but 
VoL. II. E e e as 

* Seventy thoufand pounds. 

^ Vizier to Mahuoimud Shaw. 
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as, on cnquiiy, no fault could be proved upon him, the gover- 
nor and council granted him an efcort to condudl him in fafety 
out of the provinces fubjedt Meet Caufim, info the territo- 
ries of the navpb of Oudc, where he chofe to retire. 

' V 

Meer Caufim, fince his acceifion, had paid great attention 
to the forming his army* which he greatly ftrengthened by the 
addition of a regular artillery and ieveral battalions of fepqys, 
clothed and difciplined like the Englifii j alfo a body of regu- 
lar cavalry. Thefe were commanded hy Gregory, an Armenian, , 
who was diftinguiflied by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was 
the chief confidant and advifer of the havob. With this force 
he fefolvcd to reduce the‘ power of the Bahar zemindars, who 
had hitherto been too independant on government. He com- 
manded them all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread- 
ing punllhment for his fupport of the emperor, fheltered him- 
fclf in the mountsiinous parts of his country, and refufed to obey 
the fummons. Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury, 
relying on their fidelity during the laft invafion of Shaw Aulum 
for prote<ftion, came in, but were immediately ordefe4 foto 
confinement. Pulwaun Sing and other zemindars of Bhojepoie 
refufed fubmifiiioni upon which the navob prepared to march 
in perfon againft them, and detached a confiderable force under 
his nephew Abou Ali Khan to reduce Kaumgar Khan. 

« • 

Upon the approach of the navob, the ‘zemjndars of’Bhoje- 
pore evacuated • their diftru51s, and fled acrofs the Ganges into 
the dominions of Shujah ad Dowlah; and Meer Cau|^, hav- 
ing appointed confidcntill officers for the protedlion of the coun- 
try, encamped for fome time at SalTaram, after which he re- 
turned to Patna, and fix)m thence to Monghyr, which fortrefs 
he had ordered to be repaired, intending to make it his prin- 
cipal refidence. During his flay at Saflaraiii, feveral perfbns 

were 



HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


v^ere put to death* and others confined on fufpicion of trea« 
chery, which occafioned the .Englifh to remonftrate. upon his 
cruelty; but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, they 
could not interfere in the government of the provinces, he little 
regarded it, thinking it fufiicient to inform them, that he had 
reafons for his conduct. 

, As it is incumbent on the recorder o^l events and adions 
of men to* (peak the truth, f (hall now mention fome of his 
, good deeds, as I have j^ready done the evil. Though Mde/ 
Cauliiii from experience, was very fufpicious of the fidelity of 
the troops of Bengal, and tfie attachment of the great to their 
patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, punilhed with confis- 
cation and death; yet, in judicial proceedings, in cpminal and' 
civil affairs, and difputes between man and man, in regular 
payment of his army and houfehold, in attention to the learn- 
ed, in a lit3eral cecononny and -wcM-judgcd bounty to all, he 
was the mirror of his age. Two days in the week, after the 
ufage of former times, he held a court of juftice; at which 
he reviled the fentehces ofi the inferior courts, and examined 
himfclf the plaintiff.’ arid defendant, with their witnefles; fo that 
it was not poflible for any officer of juftice to change wrong 
« into right for a bribe. He allb protefted the owners of fmall 
villages and farms from the rapacity of the great zemindars, 
who* i?i^ the time of Ramnarain in Bahar had ufurped the 
rights of the pboref landholders. He coined the coftly dcco- 
. rations of the • Imaum Bareb, prepared by , Sergnje ad Dowlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money* and diftributed it to 
the poor and pilgrims to the hply fepulchres, with an additional 
fum .from his own purfe.* His negleft of the claims of his de- 
pendants I never heard one pcrlbn complain of; but it is cer- 

Eee 2 tain 

^ • * 

• The place in which the celebratiqn of the annual mourning for the Iraaums, 

cr family of Alee, is celebrated. 
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tain alio, fiich was their dread of his feverity^ that no one flept 
with fccurity in his fervicc. As Meer Caufim wifticd to be upon 
an equality in rank with the vizier Shujah ad Dowlah, he 
proaired iiom the emperor the rank of eight thoiifand and title 
of • Ali Jah } from whkh time he was never mentioned but ‘ 
by that appellation. 

Some dijiputes living arilen between the agents of the Eng- 
liOx ^and the navob* concerning , duties on merchandize demand- 
ed by the latter, Mr. Vanfittart paid ^ .Meer Caufim , 

pn his 'Way to Patna, with a view to^adjuft them by amicable 
difirulHon, and fettle a plan for future collection, that might be 
agreeable to both parties. The navob came to meet him about 
■ fix miles f);oni Monghyr, where he entertained him for fome 
days with great iplendour, and a review of his troops difciplin- 
ed in the European ms^nner. The governor took this occafion 
to give him fqme friendly advice. He obferved, that he cer- 
tainly had a fine -but ,fi>r, ,his lake hoped it never would 

be oppoled to an Englilh one, againll which it could not Hand ; 
that at prefent the honour and welfare of Hindopllan refted with 
’ him, and nothing but his breaking with‘the^ Englilh could dif- 
turb them. He adviied him to combat his countryrilen only with 
the pen, when he would be fure of victory, and to follow thej 
rules which he had laid down ' for Europeans , and natives in 
their condud to each other. . . 

At this interview Meer Caufim complained, that much mer-. 
chandize palled the cufiom houfes free of duty, under the name 
of Englilh trade, belonging to ,pth©r perfons, by which his re- 
venues fufFered, grca.t Infs » thciflrore he hoped that all goods, 
but thofe of the company, fibould be made liable to the cuf- 
tomary duties. The governor obferved, that it would be diffi- 
‘ • . * cult 
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c«jlt to atinul a privilege which had been for fomc time ufual) 
but that he would, on his return to Calcutta, endeavour to 
redliiy the aljufo ; and adivifed him, till he (hould hear from 
him on the fubje<St, to permit matters to remain as thejr were. 
Meer Caufim, prftfuming on this promife, refolved to collcdt the 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as Jje cxpefled fhortly 
permiffion for the purpofe, they fhould contrive to flop by one 
pretence or other, all goods fill its arrival. The officers, eager 
to obey, but not poffeffing fuflici^nt caution, began immediately 

• to enforce their orders and demand duties with great rigour ; 
upon which the Englifh chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf- 
toms prifoners, and complained to their government, from whom 
they had yet received no intimation of the abolition' of the pri- 
vilege of trade, which had not yet been agitated in council. 

The nayob was at diis time on his return from an unfuc- 
cefsflil ej(^edition Ncipal, a country to the north eaft of 

Bengal, faid to abound in gold, which he was eager to poffefs. . 
The intelligence of. the boldnefs of the Englifh, made him re- 
turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. He pafled Patna with- 
out viliting, as ufual, Ae Englifh chief, and iffued orders for 

• feizing their native agents in the feveral diflrifts, and fending 
them to his court. At the fame time, he difpatched an envoy 
to the* •emperor and^ Shujah ad Dowlah to focurd their affiftance, 
in cafe he fhoulci find it advifcable to break widi the Englifli. 

. . By this- precipitate conduft of the havob, Mr. Vanfittart was 
prevented Tro'm procuririg^th<y|U||^nt of his council to the plan 
he had intended, and oblig:e^r by a majority of votes, to de- 
mand falisfadion for the confinement of the agents, and an ex- 
emption from duties in fixture. The navob upon this iffued 

orders to cxcufe the merchandize belonging to perfons of every 
* . defeription 
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defcription from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richer 
traders pafled their goods under the Englilh name to evade the 
culloms, he mull, to avoid the oppreffion of the, poor, wholly 
annihilate the colleftion.' With regard to the releafe of the 
agents,- he wrote, that when his Ihould be liberated from Cal- 
cutta, and arrive at, Monghyr, he would fet theirs free. 

This determination offended -|he prevailing party in councd; 
>v|jo*faid it was intended to a&ront them, by putting them on 
a fbotir^ with common merchants j th&t if he meant to live in 
amity with the Englifh, he muft’e^ciifd their trade, as formerly, 
and collea from others; to attain which objeds, they would 
fend two of their body to the navob as ambafladors. Mr. Van- 
fittart; bein^ in a minority, was obliged to execute the refolu- 
tion of council, and Meffieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to 
Monghyr; but he wrdte privately to Mcer .Caufim, entreating 
him for his ow4i fake to comply for the prefent with their de- 
mands, however dilagrccabJc it might bp to him, as a little time 
.would bring orders from Europe, that wou]d ' latisfy his utmoft 
wifhes • but if by his rafhnefs he* fhould. provoke a war, it 
would \c out of his power to heal the breach. The navob 
ihewed this letter to GoOrgeen Khan, and aiked his advice how 
to aft, thinking, that as he had lived among the Englilh and 
had a*‘ brother fettled at Calcutta, he was well informed of their 
genius and cuftOms. This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of 
liis own abilities, recommended a difregard to the governor’s ad- 
vice, faying, that the prefent was a druggie for fuperiority be- 
tween the navob and the Englifh, and if he gave up, he would, 
daily become more degraded, that if he now adted with 
refolution, they wOuld.be obUgc^ fubmit. Meer Caufiin was 
overcome by his argumertt, and determined to follow his advice. 

Apprehending tliat the. banker Juggutt Seet, in cafe of a war, 

^ ^ • * might 

• Tetrufe, an eminent Armenian. nwrcMant, 
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might affift the Englifli, as he had before done iiv the depoll- 
tion of Serauje ad Dowlah and on his own acceflion to the 
anufnud, he fent for him and his brother to Monghyr, where’ 
he commanded them to fettle^ and placed fpies to obferve their 
condudil. 

Th(ffe two pcrfons were grandfons to Juggutt Sect Futteh 

Chund, the principal merchant and banker of HindooAan, and 

inherited his immenfe wealtif. They could pay a bill of ex^ 

. change at fight for a ‘ corore of fupees. When, during the firll 

invafion of the Mharatta^ in the time of Mahabut Jung, their 

warehoufes were plundered two corores, the lofs was confi- 

dered by them as trifling. Even at this tlnie, when, fince the 

power of the Englilh their bufinefs has decreafed, every one of. 

their defcendants is in a ftate of opulence and high credit, ^ 

» 

When Mcer Caufim heard of the ambaffadors' arrival at Moor- 
Ihudabad, he fent Abdoolla SufFevee and me to ‘meet him; ob- 
ferving, that as >vc were intimate act^uaintance of JVIr. Amyatt*s, 
he would fpeak be%e us jvithout reiervc, fo as to enable us to 
inform him of the .true objedl of the million. He fent with us 
twenty runners, a ’writer, and two head fpies, who were to at- 
^ tend us, difguifed as fervants, whenever we Ihould vifit the 
Englllh gentlemen, or they us, with orders to communicate daily 
to the writer what at fuch times they might hear or fee i the 
particufars of which were to be conveyed to the neareft poll, 
and forwarded by exprels for- his information. Under fuch cir- 
cumftances we proceeded, and met Mr. Amyatt at Gunga Per- 
* ■ ■ ' fandj* 

* A 'milUon "flerling. . 0 

•* In the native adminiftrations, this houfe was fecurity for the rentew of re- 
venue, and thus' the collections in general paffed through thur hands. Of late 
years, the Sects have leffencd their concerns. Their houfe was plundered of a 
vaft fum by Mcer Caufim, when be began his war with t^ie Englilh, but is 
yet very wealthy and refpe^table. 
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faudt but during our embrace at the firft interview, contrive^ 
to hint to him that we were accompanied by fpies, which pre- 
vented hiin from talking too freely. We had feveral converfa- 
tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed to 
the navob, by ourfelves and the fpies ; but one day, to obviate 
his^ fttfpicions of our referve, I ^id to Mr. Amyatt, ** What 
** arc the true objeiSts of your embally ? we well ' wifhers 
** to both parties, and if you would communicate your fentiments 
***freely, we will declare what we think for the benefit of both.” 
Mi, Amyatt, with a loud voice, repii^, ** You, natives, (peak 
** before us what you think will, pleafc us, and in prefence of 
** the navob, what. will pleafe himl fo that neither can learn 
the truth; thei:efi>re I am come as ambafiador, that he may 
** know ouf real fentiments and we his, without intervention, 
** and I have no occafion for yoiv confidence or advice.” We 
wrote the above to the navob, as did the fpies alfo; and we 
often repeated our requeft to the EngUth gentlemen, that he 
niight not' fu/pcdi us tOs. be negleiflful of his commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugulpore, we received an order, fet- 
ing forth, that as the Engliih gentlemen v/ould not open their 
minds to us, our ftay with them was uhnecejOary. Upon this 
we took leave, and hallened before them to Monghyr. When 
we airived, the navob afked us feveral quellions, and then dif- 
mifled usj .but in a few hours after lent for me again. When 
I reat hed the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with 1^, to 
whom the navob was relating what 1 had faid. I fat down at 
a difiance with Ali Ibrahim Khan. At length the nayob called 
me to him, defiring that I would repeat what 1 jisd heard from 
the Engliih, to Goorgeen Khan. I did fo ; .^d. the navob flicw- 
ing figns of anger and unbeliefi Goorgeen Khan obferved, that 
if the breaft of an Englilhman was .to be cut open with , a dag- 
ger, it would be impofiible 'to dHctwer the fentiments of his 
heart: then turning to me, he ctmtinued his quefiions. I had 

not 
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nof laid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, ** Why arc yuu 
" fo tedious ? I will aik you only your opinion on four point; , 
" What arc tlje caufes of Mr. Amyatt’s coming? Does he in- 
“ tend treachery to the navob? Is he come as a fpy, to learn 
the ftatc of the fort and army? Is he come with friendly or 
“ inimical dcfigns?” I was much diftrelTed, but replied, I am 
aftoniflied at your queflions, after declaring that it is impofli- 
“ hie to difeover the fentimenj;s of an Englifliman, even if you 
'' cut his bread: open with a dagger. How fliould I learn 
Amyatt’s thoughts ? As ♦ for treachery, he is without troops, 
** and therefore has more^ caufe* to apprehend it, than form dc- 
fjgns of praftifing it on others. With refpedl to being a Ipyg 
“ every one who enters the fort mud make obfervations, fo 
that he has no caufe to come himfelf for inforrrtation. As 
** to his intentions, they are thefe, ‘ to leani the fentiments of 
** the navob from himfelf to the Englifli. If they are friendly, 
he will be fo too; but if not, a rupture will certainly enfue 
** between his governmejit and ours.” The navob approved what 

I Jiad laid, and difn\ifled me; but Goorgecn Khan was much 

• • 

I 

Three days after the above converfation Mr. Amyatt arrived 
lit Monghyr, and was vifited by the navob. The next day Mr. 
Amyatt returned the vifit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain 
lolinfon,*'and Mr. Guidon, an amiable young man, who fpokc 
the Perfic fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thole 
Were mecrly vifits of ceremony ; feveral others pafled, in which 
there were warm arguments and upbraidings on the part of tlie 
navob and the ambaffadors.^ At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated 
difrefpcdtfully by the attendants at the palace gate, complained 
of the infult ; which the navob attributed to the ignorance of 
his fervants : but Mr. Amyatt knew they dared not ad info- 
VoL. II. F f f Icutly 
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Icntly without the pleafure of their mailer^* and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes. 

A 

Another day, Mr. Gulfton and captain Johhfbn, agreeably to 
the cuilom of the Englifli, taking a ride into the country, were 
flopped by fame horfemen and “peons, who threatened to fire 
upon them if they proceeded. They complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the mifbehaviour of his people. Such 
occf.irrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of 
frlendfliip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other ‘principal fervants, who advifed •amity and forbearance to 
the Englifli j which he would often determine upon, but as often 
altered his opinion, from the incendiary councils of Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Khan freely told him, ** That 
“ if he chofe not to follow his advice, he wifhed to be excufed 
“ from hU councils ; but that whether he meant war or peace 
** with the EngJifh, it was unbecoming his own dignity and the 
** ufage of llates, to affront their ambafladors, whom he ought 
** rather to diftinguifh more kindly than ever.” Mcer Caufim 
was alarmed, and altered his behaviour ; iipon which Goorgeen 
Khan left off attending the durbar. • 

At this time, fome Englifh boats laden with goods and fivr 
hundred fnufquets on the way to Patna, were flopped by Goor- 
geen Khan; upon which Mr. Amyatt remonftrated to the navob, 
but in vain. Ali Ibrahim Khan reprefented, that the navob was 
wrong in reflraining them, for, if the Englifh wifhed for war, 
the addition of five hundred mufquets was of little confequence. 
Upon this the navob afked, if he would declare this opinion 
before Goorgeen Khan, fic anfwered. Certainly. Meer Caufim 
then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to alk his opi- 
nion i but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, I .am a foldicr, 

‘ ** and 
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** and have no bufintls to advife j let the iiavob^ confult with 
“ ^lis minillers, and call for me only in the day of battle.” 
Raja Nobut Roy being intimidated, was filentj but Ali Ibrahim 
Khun replied, The navob afks the advice of his general, and 
it is plain he has ever a<Sted from it. Why then do you not 
** give your opinion what you think will be for his intereft. 
Goorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded together, iaid, ** The 
.** navob and the Englifli are like thefe, equal.” Then, fold- 
ing* the fingers of one hand, he exclaimed, ** If the navob^re* 
** folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like this hand, over* 
the other •, but if he fubraits to his demand, the contrary, • 
** cruflicd and overpowered.** He is the mailer, let him adl as 
** he chufes.” Ali Ibrahim Khan communicated this to th« 
navob without referve. All thoughts of conciliation^ were iaid 
afide, and he prepared for war. Mr. Amyatt, feeing his ftay 
was ufelefs, demanded his difmiflion j which at firft was refufed, 
but, after much argument, the navob permitted him and the 
other gentlemen to. depart, keeping Mr. Hay as an hoilage for 
his agents in confiucincnc at Calcutta, till they fhould be difeharged. 

M 

• • • 

• Mr. Amyatt 09 jiiff departure from Monghyr wrote to Mr. 
Ellis, the chief of I^atna, to be upon his guard, as the difagree- 
jnent with the navob, mufl fhortly break out into an open rup- 
ture. Mr. Ellis, who regarded a declaration of war «as certain 
when Mr. Amyatt Ihould reach Calcutta, having allowed aS many 
days as - he thought •would carry him out of danger from the 
pavob’s troops, refolved to poflefs himfelf of the city of Patna 
by furprize. Accordingly, near day break in the morning of 
I^riday, the twelfth of Zeekaud, 1176, captain Carilairs, wdth a 
detachment of Europeans aftid fepoys, fcalcd the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being moftly oiF their polls, not fufpedl- 
ing an attack. He then formed his troops into tWo divifions, 
and marched firing towards the citadel, each divilion by a fe- 

F f f a parate 
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parate ftrcet. Meer MLadee Khan, the foubahdar, being inform- 
ed of the attack, colledted as many of his garrifon as he could, 
and oppofed the enemy j but, after a fliort ftrugglc, fled by way 
of the eaftern gate, with his followers, oUt of the city towards 
Monghyr. An officer named Mahummud Ameen Khan, retired 
into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refolved to defend itj and 
Laal Sing, the commander of the garrifon in the citadel, fliut 

the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places, 

the whole city was now in the pofleffion of the Englilh, whole 
troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
•plunder the houfes of the inhabitants.'’ Meer Mhadee Khan on 
his anival at Futwah, about fix mik'S from the city, met a de- 
tachment which had been fent to reinforce him from Mong- 
• hyr, and hearing alfo of the refiftance in the palace and citadel, 
he refolved to attempt recovering the city from the Englilh, 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaflern 
gate. The EngUlb on his approach drew up under the walls, 
with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 

the ditch j but were obliged to relinquilh their poft by a ievere 

* difeharge of rockets ; and having fpiked ^e cannon, ^hey re- 
tired towards their facSlory, and were purfued by the enemy. 
The remainder of the Englilh in the city, being alarmed, fol- 
lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the 
fadtory, fbnt the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy, 
about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to .Chopperah, '^d to- 
wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlahj. but being attacked 
by the fbjedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obliged to lay down 
their arms, aud furrender themfelves prilbners, when they were 
fent in confinement to Monghyr. • 

The navob Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this fucccls 
of his arms, ilTued immediate orders to the officers of the fcveral 

diftridls 
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diftrids to daughter every Englifliman la tlicni, Mr. Amyatt, 
lihfortunatcly for him, v/as at Moorflrudabad at this time. It 
was in vain tliat he defircd to be font prifoner to the navob. 

A* Jemmautdaur, named Sliawfowaur Beg, put him to death with 
his companions, and fent their heads to Meer Caufxm. The 
Englifh factory at Caufimbazar was plundered the fame day. 

W^hen intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Van- 
firtart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moor/hud- 
abad, threatening him for his cruelty j obterving that the ^yrr 
*der of ambaffadors was ^gainft the kw of nations, for. which 
he Ihould fuifer, if it h^d +)cen done without the orders of the 
navob his matter ; but if Meer Caufim. had commanded it, he 
fhould fee what the Almighty had determined. A council was, 
held, but Mr. Vanlittart being much indifpofed, ancl unable to 
attend, he deputed Mr. Hartings to deliver his fentiments to the A. D. 1763. 
members i hut fome difpute ariting in tlie violence of debate 
between Mr. Batfon and Mr. Haftings, the governor hearing of 
it, was alarmed for their fafety, and, ill as he was, ordered him- 
felf to. be carried to the council. Upon his defiring to know* 
the pleafure of the^'members, the majority declared for war with 
Meet Caufim, anil* the reftoration of Meer Jatfier to the muf- 
nudi which being determined upon, he was proclaimed at Cal- 
* cutta, and*preparations made for his march againll tlie enemy. 

Meer Caufim Khan, on the probability of a rupture with 
the Englilh, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje- 
daur of Beerboom, to march witli his troops in order to oppofc 
*the palTage of an enemy over tlie ‘ Bhaugruttec ; and Syed Ma- 
hummud Khan, governor .of Moorfliudabad, was dketted to affiil: 
him with what troops he could fpare from the defence of the 
city. A reinforcement was aJfo fent from Monghyr j but on its 

• arrival 


* I'bc river near Moorihudabad. 



422 


HISTORY OF BENGAL; 


arrival on tKe banks of’ the river, the chiefs in command re- 
fufed to crofs, though Mahummud 'flikkee reprelented the ne- 
ceflity of their adling in conjunftion. 

t • 

At this time a fmall detachment of Englifli fepoys was on 
its way to join the army at Calcutta. Hybut Oollah Khan, 
the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept itj 
but the Engliih defended themfclves in a village during a whole 
. day againft his attacks; and being .joined by a battalion from 
&ji;d^an during the night, they marched out in the morning 
to give him battle, in which they werb fuccefsful, and purfued 
their route. The next* day Mahummud* Tukkee Khan attacked 
thpm. Succels was for^lwne time doubtful. He had two horfes 
killed under him, and lud mounted a third, when a ball lodg- 
ing in his fcS-ehead, he expired, and his followers fled, yielding 
up the vidtory to the Englifli. In this engagement, Hybut Oollah 
and the other chiefs from. Monghyr flood at a diftance, out of 
danger, and upoh the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng- 
lifli committed their wounded enemies to the care of their phy- 
ticians, and remained two or three days on 'the field of .battle, 
when they proceeded. Syed Mahummud Khan, upon intelligence, 
of the defeat, without taking any meafures for the defence of 
Moorfliudabad, or even fecuring the eflbfts of Meer Cauflm, fled • 
from the city; upon which Mahummud Eceruch Khan, the 
father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, afluming the command in 
the name of Meer Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days 
Meer Jaffier. with the Englifli army arrived at the capital, and 
proclaimed fecurity to the inhabitants. After a Ihort flay, he 
proceeded towards Monghyr, to engage the army of Meer Cau- * 
flm, which was advancing from that fbrtrcfs. 

• 

Meer Cauflm Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Mahijpimud Tukkee Khan, was much alarmed. He 

ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten army to take poft at Sootee, 
and reinforced them with fix thouiand horfe under Aflud Ool- 
lah Khan, f^edaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meer Nafir, 
and feven or eight battalions of fepoys, with fixteen pieces of 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo a 
German, in order to oppofe the advance of the enemy. Sheer 
Ali Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftrid:, 
ajfo joined them. 

On Tuefday, the fi^venth of Mohirrim, 1177, the Engliih A. 0.1763. 
army reached Sootee, and an engagement took place, which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer Caulim, though ^ 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans 
and fepoys. The defeated array fled without hahing till they 
reached the brook of Oodwah, on the banks of which Meer 
Caiifiin had thrown up ftrong entrenchments. Meer Caufim 
had, upon the former defeat, fent his women. and treafures for 
fecurity to the fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to march 
in perlbn to Oodwah from Monghyr. As he was naturally prone 
to flbetl blood, anJ* this dilpofition was encreafed by the infti- 
‘gation of Goorgeqfi Rhan, in this feafon of alarm, he refolvcd 
on the daughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fufpicion of their fidelity. The principal of thefe were. 

Raja Ramnarain, Raja Raujeboolub, Meeraun’s dewJft, the Roy- 
royan,** Ameed Ram, with his fon. Raja Futteh Sing of Tee- 
kaury; and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe he 
put to death ; and it is faid, tlie firft was drowned witJi a bag 
of fand tied round his neck. The Englifh captives were con- 
fined more ftridlly, and Godrgeen Khan advifed their death j but 
.the navob had a private realbn in his own breafl: for as yet 
preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretched 
cuftom of Hindoofian in a feafon of diftrefs, began to be dif- 
ordcrly; but he kept them from mutiny by ‘gentlencfs, and 

marched. 
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chknanuggur, where he hair- 
ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwah. 
He would have, fent Goorgeen Klian to command, but the Ar- 
menian evaded his wifhes, by pretending that he had vowed to 
remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not 
feparate. 

At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from tlie 
perfe^ution of his relation Shujah ad Dowlah the vizier, came ^ 
to offer his fervices, with his followers ; which Mcer Caulim » 
gladly ifcceptcd, and fent him to join# the troops at Oodwah. 
Thelc, confiding in the flrength of their fltuation, were immerfed 
in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from the attack of an enemy, 
hut too cowardly to offer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan fhortly 
after his arrival at the camp, willing to deierve the favour of 
Meer Cauflm, having fcledted a band in whom he could con- 
fide, ififued one. night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water in the rear of the EngJifli camp, where Meer 
laflier’b tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jaflier fled to his boats j but ‘ his alljes coming fpeedily 
to his affiflance, repulfcd Nujeef Khaiii Wjro, however, fre- 
quently alarmed them by fimilar attacks. Thefe occafioned the 
Et^glifli to endeavour to explore the way by which he came 
upon ihcmi but for fome days in vain. 

At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced 
the navob Meer Caufim’s fervice, of which he had grown weary, 
and wifhed to return to his countrymen, having obferved the 
route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfued it, and fording the 
lake, placed flakes to mark the paflage. Reaching the camp* 
of the Englifli, he communicated the difeovery he had made, 
and offered himfclf as guide to furprizc the enemy, on condi- 
tion that he fliould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily 

granted. 
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granted. Scaling ladders *bemg prepared, on the night fixed for A H. 1177, 
the attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouch A. U. 1763. 
boxes on their heads, began to ford the lake. It was agreed, 
that on their afeending the entrenchments a portfire fhould be 
lighted, as a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to 
be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena- 
diers, after a difficult march of near a mile up to the vvaift in 
•wratcr, gained the fliore under the entrenchments. The guards, 

'depending on the improbability of an enemy’s crolfing the Jake, 

. were afleep; and the pnglilh, mounting the walls by tfieir 
ladders, entered the camp. ^At this time, a trumpeter awaking, 
difeovered them, but was difpatched by a bayonet before he 
could found an alarm. They lighted their portfire and rufhtd 
upon the fleeping guards. At the fame inftant, .the Englifii 
from the camp attacked the bridge, and made a heavy dif- 
charge of cannon and howitzers. The grenadiers commenced 
a dreadful firing within, with great (laughter. The enemy were 
too . much confufed to refiil them, and every one tried only to 
cfFeit his elcape from between two fires, the Englilh troops^ 
having* now forced, the bridge and entered on that fide. Ma]^ 
kaur and Sumro».*had fled with their battalions on the firfl 
alarm, and fuffered little lofs i but numbers of the other troops 

• were killed by the fire of the Englifli, and many drowned in 
crolfing a brook in their flight. AlTud Oollah Khin, deferted 
by hisr* attendants, was obliged to run fome diflance on foot be- 
fore he could procure a horfe. Meerza Nujeef Khan with his 

• followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fell into the 
.hands of the vidtors, with little lofs on their fide. 

The 'intelligence of this defeat plunged Mcer Caufim into 
defpair. He left his camp privately the night after, haftened to 
Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day in great 
diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days* to fecurc his 
VoL. II. G g S cfftfcls, 
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efFeds, and revive the exhaufted fpirits of the troops’. At this 
time, Ali Ibrahim Khan advifed him to releai'e the Englifh 
prifoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of 
foftening their refentmcntj but, at all events, if he did not 
chufe to releafe the men, to fend the women in boats with 
a meffage to major Adams. Meer Caulim advifed with Goor- 
geen Khan, who refufed his aflent. Arab Ali Khan with two 
battalions of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navo.b 
moved towards Patna, carrying with him the Englifti captives, 
who fuffered great hardfliips from the jA'ant of proper accom- 
modations. When he approached thq/Rowah Nullah, he halt- 
ed, intending to make a ftand ; but this refolution was laid 
afide by the fudden death of Goorgeen Khan. 

This man was univerfally hated by the troops for his feverity 
and pride. He had introduced the Englilh difcipline, and wanted, 
like them, to keep up the fame order and refpeft in time of 
diftrefs as of good fortune, never confidering that they poffefs 
Qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable tnem to maintain 
ilch order over their fervants at all ‘ times." He had the pre- 
fumption to flatter himfelf, that an Armcniaih, always ufed to 
trade, could oblige flrangers to fubmit to a dilcipline they had 
never been accultomed to. 

To proceed : Meer Caufim halted a few cofs frotn the 
Row ah. Goorgeen Khan, according to cuflom, remained to 
guard the rear of the army. He was fitting in a fmall tent, 
when fome troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them 
abufive language, which they returned { and being enraged, he 
called for his attendants to carry them to the guard; but the 
troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, and made their 
cfcape. Confu^on prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired 

fome 
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fome fhot at the murderers. The report of the cannon reached 
the navob, who, thinking the Englilh had attacked Goorgeen 
Khan, was fo alarmed, that he mounted his elephant and fled. 
The troops fljllowed his example, and during the whole night 
were employed in crofling a bridge of boats thrown acrols the 
Rowah. Meer Caufim now advanced haftily to Patna. 

On his way, he put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Sect 
'and Raja Serroop Chund. * On his arrival near the city, he 
halted for fome days at^ the gardens of Jaffier Khan, and *en- 
trufted the defence o£ Patna to Mahummud Ameerf Khan. 
Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to put the Englifh prifoners to death; 
who, notwithftanding his being of one of the fedls ,cf chriflians, 
complied with the order. He proceeded during the night t* 
the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, where 
they were confined, and difpatched them, his fepoys firing into 
their apartments. It is hid, they made what refiftance they 
could, by throwing bottles and ftones at their murderers, t 
have Heard alfo, that a few days before, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guwds to give them arms, with a defign of 
effefting their efcape, or dying in the attempt. Dodlor Ful- 
larton was the only one who was fpared, he having been of 
great fervice in his profeffion to fcveral chiefs, and 'efteemed by 
Meer •Caufim. 

The morning after this maflacre, of which I was ignorant, 
I happened to go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to take leave, when the navob defired me to flay, fay- 
ing, that a friend of mine was coming; but immediately after 
ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came. 
I repaired to my tent, and in a Ihort time was called by a 
meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon fftcr my 'arrival, Dodlor 

G g g 2 Fullarton 
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Fullarton was brought to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and 
according to the cuftom of our country, prefented fume rupees 
as an offering, which the navob refufcd, faying, ** This has not 
‘‘ -been ufual between usj” and embraced him, commanding him 
to fit near me, which he did. Meer Caufim, addrelfing him,- 
faid, ** How can you juftify treachery to friends ? You received 
** the Engfi/Ii troops into your houfe, on pretence of indifpofi- 
tion, to fiirprize my people.” ' The Doctor with much for- 
titude' replied, ** I fear not death; you have murdered my ' 
companions, and may kill me; but am innocent of the 
** charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 
** neighbours, and one of them, Ukke(5utmund Khan, is prefent." 
As this charge was without foundation, it was immeuiately dif- 
proved by tlje khan and others; upon which the navob fpoke 
kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or ftay with 
him, as fuited his inclination. The dodlor prudently declined 
the former offer.. Mccr Caufim hoped, that through him Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
to retire with him, and found him on the fubjedl. I did fo; 
but the Doctor declared, that after the mafftcre of Mr. Amyatt 
and fo many Englilhmen, a reconciliation was .iinpoflible. Upon' 
my communicating this, the navob called him to him, and 
queftioned him himfelf; but receiving the fame reply, defifted 
from urging’'him further on the bufinefr, faying, that ** fince he 
** would not go to Calcutta, he might ftay where he pleafed.”* The 
doctor requefted he would fix him a refidence ; and the navob 
ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city, but 
to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not converfe 
with his people : he alfo took the bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecurity. 

The Englllh, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 
the treachery oT the gofemor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancing 

faft 
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towards Patna; upon which Meer Caufiin moved to Bik- 
krum Serai, Ibme diflancc from the city, Rationing troops in 
different pods to keep up the communication with his camp. 
About this tune. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his baiJ's- 
man to the Dutch fadtory, eroded the river in a fmall boat, 
and joined fome Englifli troops who were on the oppolite bank. 

^ The Englifh army, arriving at Patna, gained pofleflion of that 
city with little trouble, the Avails being in a ruinous date,, and 
unable to ftand againft cannon. Meer Caufim now retreated to- 
wards the frontiers of Pahar, and fent for his women and trea- 
fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country 
of the vizier for protedlion. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who hid 
experienced the treachery of Shujah ad Dowlah, advifed him 
againft putting himfelf into his power, offering if he would truft 
him with the command of his troops to tire out the Englifh, 
by falfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country, 
while Meer Caufim might remain fccurdy at JRhotas. The 
navob refuted his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangerOufly unhealthy; but it is probable he was fearful of giv- 
ing him the conviaaild of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro- 
pofed his returning into * Bondelcund, and calling the Mharattas 
to his affiftance; but this he declined, from a dread of the ra- 
pacity of thofe marauders; and refolvcd to join the ^mperor and 
vizier... Intelligence now arrived that the Englifh were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment over the river to oppofe 
his retreat on that fide ; which lb alarmed him, that he moved , 
immediately to Saffaiam, and the next day continued his march 
to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. Here the troops became 
clamorous lor payment ^)f their arrears, and the camp was a 
feene of confufion. The next morning Nujeef Khan took his 

leave 

« A territory well of the Jumna, bcloi^ng to a tribe o/ Raajcpootes called 
Bondeha. 
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leave, not chuling to truft himfelf in the vizier’s country, when 
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants. At this time, a treaty under the vizier’s feal, 
promifing by oath on the Koraun protedtion and *aGiftance, ar- 
riving, Meer Caufim crofied the ‘Carumnafla, and entered the 
dittridt of Bulwund Sing, fubjedt to Shujah ad Dowlali. He pro- 
ceeded to Banaras, where he halted fome days, and difeharged 
a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difeiplined 
> fepoys, artillery, and a feledted bddy of cavalry. Meerza Nu-' ^ 
jftef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and^ entered into the fervice , 

of the raja of that country. . • 

• 0 

• The emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at Ale- 
abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau- 
fim marched to join them. Upon his arrival within a few cofs 
of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was receive,d with equal magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines 
from them to a great diftance. Meer Caufim and his principal 
"attendants in rich dreffes met him at the aTntrance of Ifis tent, 
when the two navobs embraced and fat dSwn.on the fame muf- 

t 

nud. After a (hort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va- 
luable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the* part , 
of Meer Qtufim, they mounted an elephant together, and re- 
paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer .Caufim 
returned the vizier’s vifit, and was received with the higheft 
honours, and encouraged by promifes of his utmofi efforts to • 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englifh. A few days^ 
after, he prefented to the vizier, jewels to the amount of fome 
lacs of .rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoufly capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va- 
luable 

* A river feparating Bahar and Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dovrlah. 
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luable gifts to his mother, who had lionoured Mccr Caufim 
with the appellation of fon. 

• ♦ 

Meer Caufim prefling Shujah ad Dowlah to lofe no time'm 
marching againfl the Englifh, he pleaded that he was at prc- 
fent employed agai nfl the Bondelas, who had refufed payment 
of their revenues j upon which Meer Caufim offered to reduce 
item with his battalions j and, the vizier confenting, he eroded the 

^Jumna, and laid liege fuccefsfully to one of their forts. Xbc 

* enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and imprefled with awe by the "bat- 

talions of fepoys clothed *after the European mode, their fuperior 
dilcipline, and the artillery, ofiered fubmiflion through Nujeef 
Khan j and Meer Caufim, having adjufted affairs to the fatis- 
fadtion of the vizier, returned to his camp. It was now agreed to 
march againfl: the Englifh, and the allied armies moved to Ba- 
naras, to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay the 
vizier * eleven lacs of rupees monthly, from the day he ihould 
crofs the Ganges into the province of Bahar, till the conclufion 
of the .war. ^ 

% • 

• * 

A bridge of fioats being thrown acrofs the Ganges, the al- 
lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned, 

* covering the country far as the eye could reach ; but, from the 
ignorance of the generals, and want of dilcipline, murdering 
and plundering each ot.ier. It was not an army, but rather, a 
moving nation. Some of his more difeerni ng miniflers reprefented 
to the vizier, that he fhould not trull to luperiorlty of num- 
■bers againfl the Englifh, or engage them in a general adtion, 
but rather feledl his beft troops, and leave the rell, with his 
women and the fuperfluous followers of the camp, on his fron- 
tiers, when he would be fure of vidlory by haralling the ene- 
my with continued alarms and cutting off fuppliei of provifionsj 

in 


* One hundred and ten thoufand pounds. 
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in which cafe, they would by degrees, be obliged to retreat. 
The vizier, vain of his power, liftened not to advice, and thought 
meanly of the Englifhi who on their parts, fatigued with the 
laie campaign during a , rainy feafon, and alarmed at the reports 
of the abilities of the vizier and the yaftnefs of his army, had 
inarched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 
emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meer Caufim, having entered 
tlie province of Bahar, followed , them, their diforderly troopr 
fpi^ading defolation for miles round their line of march j which 
fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who> before were anxious for 
the fuccefs of the vizier, that they .changed their wiflies into 
prayers for the fuccefs of the Englifh, who had never molefted 
.them. The Englilh having placed their heavy baggage and 
fuperfluous followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op- 
pofe the allies j but, finding themfclves unable to keep the field, 
retreated again to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw 
up entrenchmcms to defend themfelvcs, being clofely purfucd by 
the enemy j who, elated by this fuccefs, became ftill more 
confident of viilory. 

Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at Phulwauree, 
about four Englilh miles from Patna, marched the next morning 
to attack the enemy, who defended themfelvcs gallantly againft 
three feveral aflaults j and on the approach of night, the vizier 
returned to his tents, having loft a great pumber of men by 
the enemy’s fire. Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
ftaying at a great diftance with his battalions, and negledting to 
move to his affiftance when required. Nothing farther was at- 
tempted for feme days, the vizier being indifpofed, according 
to one report, from a wound he had received in the adion, and 
by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery, 
he moved his ^ camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 
except now and then fhewing himfelf under arms, major 

Carnac, 
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Carnaic^ the EnglUh commander, with Mhadec Khan, who had 
joined him from the army of Meer Caufim, and a few fepoys, 
being one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding 
for the fame |>urpofe, with fbine of his attendants, ignorant of, 
each other, they began firing at a diftance. Upon their nearer 
approach, the vizier was known, and pointed oat by Meer Mha- 
dee to the major, who lent for a reinforcement. A fkii mifli was 
kept up, till more Englifii troops advancing, one of the vizier’s 

Mftendants rode haftily to his* camp, to give the alarm of«his 
danger, and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority of the cnctriy? 
turned his horfe and ma^e his efcape. 

A month elapfed in inadfivity; and the rains approaching*, 
the allies, not chufing to remain longer before Patna, retreated* 
towards Buxar, where they continued, intending to return after 
the wet feafon. My father, who had come from. his jaghire to 
pay his refpe<9s tft the emperor, was in the camp •, and 1, be- 
ing difgufied with Meer Caufi/ii, had left his fervice and Joined 
his majefty. Dodlor Fullarton, with whom and fevcral other 
Englifhtnen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written ^ 
tb me to perfuade^ tile* emperor to quit the vizier, and join them. 

I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a flep 
would certainly prove for his majefty’s welfare, as, from the ir- 

* regularity of the allied army, the Englifh niuft in she end be 
viftoriovis. My father and Moneer ad Dowlah propofed it to 
the emperor; who,' weary of the negle<3: and difrefped; ihcwn 

. him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wifhed to free himfelf from his 
hands, and join the Englifh. His majefty accordingly wrote a 

* letter with his own hand, teftifying his wiflies of accepting the 

fcrvices of the Englifh, a*ud defiring that they would regard as 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by mefiage. With this letter I depirted for 
Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to his'riaghire. Upon 
VoL. II. H h h my 
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my arrival,.! found that a great coolnela.had taken place between 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was however introduced to 
the former, in prefence of the navob Meet Jaffier, and deliver- 
,£d the letter, which the major received with great*^ rclpedt, plac- 
ing it, according to cullom, on his head. Upon hearing the 
contents, he told me, " That as his majefty was not at prefent 
“ in a iitiiation to adt from himfelf, but dependant, on the vizier, 

** he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with him.” An 
anfiver was given me; but as I iuw my endeavours were vain, ^ 
S ‘•f^nt it to the emperor by a* courier, and returned home. The , 
major .having given the letter to his /prvant Sadooram, he dif- 
patched a copy to Shittabroy, the de'Jjuty of Bcny Bahadur, mi- 
Kifter to the vizier. 

During 'my ftay at my fethcr’s jaghire, I heard of the vizier’s 
confining Meqr Caufim and confilcating his eifeds; the particu* 
tars of which, as given me aherwards by Ah* Ibraliun Khan, 1 
/hall relate. 

Mecr Caulim had agreed to pay .the vizier for his affiftance 
eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the wv ^ but, finding that 
it was likely to be of long continuance, he wilhed to be out of 
his power, in calc his refources Ihould fail him before the 
conclufion. c With this view he made a requeft to the vizier, 
through All Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him tq. march 
towards Moorihudabad and colled the revenues of the . coun- 
try, which he could readily effed, while the Englifh had the . 
vizier to employ their attention. Sfiujah, in reply, exprefled 
fears that Meer Gaufim might not return to him again, but * 
faid, he would detach anotlier perfqn* to raife contributions in 
his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re- 
ceived no fupply fi'om the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
the vizier demanded payment of his fublidy, and Meer Caufim 

pleaded 
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pleaded inability. Shajah ad Dowlah then pretended that the 
emperor was prefling for the Bengal tribute, and had refolved 
tq fend his officers to fcize his effedts. Upon this, Meer Cau- 
fim difpatched Ali Ibrahim Khan to befeech the protedtion of 
his ally from the royal demands ; but the vizier replied, that 
he could not interfere, and he mull fettle his accounts with 
the emperor. Meer Cauiim was covered with deipair, and ad- 
Jlifed with Ali Ibrahim Khan; who recommended him to pay 
^the demands of the vizier^ if* he had money; or if he had,not, 

• to go to him himfelf, and remiiid him of his promifes of pro*- 
tedtion. Meer Caufim negledling this, thought it fafeft .to *af- 
fume the habit of a devotee, thinking that the ViZier would 
relent, not chufing to have it faid of him, that he had reduced 
an ally to fuch a fltuation. The next morning, he with his. 
friends afllimed facred habits, and, laying alide the rnufnud, feat- 
ed himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding being 
carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he affodled much concern, and re- 
paired to Meer Caufim ; whom, after much argument and aflurances 
of friendfliip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and re- 
aflunpc his ufual :^ate. A few days after this event, Sumrocf 
the German, whtf &mmanded the difeiplined battalions, fur- 
rounded the tents of Meer Caufim, clamorous for pay ; and the 
navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them witli gold 
from his haram ; after which he told Sumroo, that as it was 
not irl'his power to keep them longer, he muft difeharge them 
his fdrvice; but defired he would deliver the arms and accou- 
trements of the fepoys, with the cannon, to the officer of his 
arfenal. Sumroo infolently replied, that they now belonged to 
thofe who pofiTefled them, and treacheroufly deferred with the 
battalions to the vizier, *who received him into his fervice; and 

H h h 2 being 

* Doing this is regarded as a great rcfle£lion on a patron. 
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being now convinced that Meer Cauiim had a fccret trcafuse, 
refolved ,to feize it. 

The following night, Monfieor Gentile a Frenchman, for- 
merly in the fcrvice of Meer Caufim, but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in- 
formed him, that on the morrow Meer Caufim would be talo?n 
prilbncr and his effefts feized 1^ the vizier, when there would 
.much confufion in the camp ; on which account, left any 
injury ihould happen to his friend, ,he <had brought his country- 
men to ftay with Kim till the danger fhould be over. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan thanked him for his friendihip, but declined accept- 
ing his offer, as it would have the appearance of his having 
deferted Meer Caufim, and put himfelf under the protedtion of 
the vizkr. 

About nine the next morning the viatier’s army furrounded 
the tents of the navob ; guards were placed over them, and 
*Meer Caufim, being forced to mourtt an cicplunt, was carried 
prifoner to the camp of his ally. Mr. Gcn'ci! again offered his 
fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, but he again refufed, determined 
to (hare the fate of his patron. In the evening he was called 
to the vizkf’s tent, and received with much attention by him, 
who afked him fevcral queftions concerning Meer Caufim; hop- 
ing, from his replies, to draw fomc apology for his owii con- 
dudl towaids him. 

Shujah ad Dowlah fir ft faid, ** What evil had I done to 
Ali Jah, that, on the day of my attacking the Englifh at 
Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fine upon me, as I was re- 
turning to my tents in the evening ?** Ali Ibrahim replied, 
** 1 am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob, 

« if 
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“»if he could thus tieacheroufly adt towards a friend, who had 
** left his own government, and encountered fuch an enemy as 
** .the Englid^ to reftore him to his Jloft power and dignity.” 
The vizier being angry, faid, ** Do I fpeak falfely ? I can— 
** call Sumroo to declare it in the prefence of Ali Jah and 
** yourfelf.” He replied, “ I do not contradidt your highncfs ; 

** but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that the teftimony 
y^of his lowcft menial may be brought againft him, and Sum- 
roo is a man of power compared to him.” Shujah ad Dbw- 
lah was afliamed, and Jjegan to foothe AU Ibrahim, laying, 

“ I know your virtues, bpt, Meer Caufim was ever fufpicious 
** of you, and often fpoke againft you privately.” He replied, 

“ I am confcious of no crime againft him, but that on his r^ 

“ treat from -Patna, when fome perlbns advifed higi to fly to’ 
** Dekkan and feek refuge with the Mharattas, I importunately 
** befought him to apply to the emperor and your highnefe, 
thinking the throne and vizarut the only fit afylunxs for Meer 
“ Caufim.” ShujaJi ad Powhh to this made no reply; but, 
after fome compliments to the fidelity of Ali Ibrahim, retired 
into his haram, leaving Bdhy Bahadur, his minifter, and other 
lervants to put further queftions to him. He was now defired, 
as he muft be entrufted ^ with the lecrets of Meer Caufim, to 
inform in whofe hands be had depofited his treafures, and to 
deliver up forty thoufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo'Sing, Sum- 
roo’s fpy, had faid were committed to his charge. He defired 
that Nuttoo Sing might be called in; which being complied 
with, he obferved before him, that the diflerent ofiices, from the 
water- houfe to the jewels, had been under the charge of Sum- 
roo, who had«^allb received a ‘lack of gold mhors in truft from 
the navob, of whofe property he alone could give an account. 
N^uttoo Sing denying this, Ali Ibrahim Khan obferved to Beny 
Bahadur, that fincc the affirmation, of one like himfelf in the 

> confidence 

* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
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confidence of Meer Caufim, were not believed, he might judge 
what degree of credit was due to the informatio; t)f wietched 
fpy. Upon this, Beny Bahadur, convinced of h«; fmeeri ), in- 
"^rmed the vizier of what had ]>aacd, and Ali Ilnahiiu Khan 
was permitted to retire witho it h’id.e. u olcftation. and u keep 
poffeilion of his efiedts. .. • xadtion uf ir.;* tre;'i‘ares of 

Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his womeu, c nu^Iib, 
and iervants, to a great amount;^ but a confidcrable number 
valuable jewels, which he had, fent away before the alarm, under ^ 
cWge of a faithful domeftic, named Sihekh Mahummud Alhuk/ ' 
into the RohUla country, were faved, *and honeftly delivered up 
to him again, when he efcaped from the hands of Shujah ad 
l)owlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
fiive fomething, notwitliftanding the ftridlnefs of th(‘ fcarch. 

The vizier, being defirous of poflefling the fort of Rhotas, 
which Hill held out for Meet Caufim, fi; n ^‘feer ..lymau!' *0 
negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery. i 
^ arrival, received a letter from major Pvlu.nr.., tb ngb, dna ot 
Fuliarton, exprefiing his defire that I woj^fld Muica'' ir 'r k;i 
over the kelladaar to Meerjaffier's interclf ■.•‘.-nd . ..ordingij; j 

reprefented to him the probability of ^ j nty of the 

Englifti, and the advantages he would dt.i.. ii ,;.df arid his 
family by Securing their friendfliip. P.aja S.'i.iwnr ' as a pru- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propoials ok ‘deer Soly- 

inaun and myfclf ; but at length he refolvcd to follow iny 

advice; and giving me a paper with certain conditions for tire 
acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with 'a requefb 
that he would dilpatch a force to ,garrifon the fort, which 
would be delivered on his ratifying the raga’s demands. The 
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with *a detach- 
ment, Rhotas was put into his pofleffion; upon which Meer 
Solymaun returned to tlic vizier, and complained of my being 

the 
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t. c (Jaiiie of his difappointment. Some ' difagrccniont occurring 
J'ctwccn captair Goddard and Shawn’ul, the latter defired that 
f would go with him to Patiu, an .^ btain from major Munro 
the pcj-fbrmauSc of his agrc.rment ; o’Ci 1, being fearful of the 
rdeiitment of the vizici, gl^-dly . c • 'mpanied him. 

I mull now Rtur,n to on* • h •; of Meer Jaffier and the 
.nglilli, after the retreat of the auied army from the neigh- 
•>)ojrhood of Patna. »> 

% 

Meer Jaffier ai the ^onclufi on of the campaign, upon the 
retreat of the allies, rejxiit^d to Calcutta, having affairs of im- 
portance to fettle with the council, and left the government of 
Patna and the diredliun of hi® army to his brother Meer Cau«. 
fun Khan, ajipoi iting Dceraulc Narain^ brother to the late Raja 
Panmarain, Jiis ,i..puty over i:'>e province of Bahar. This man 
w.i^ incapable (d buiinef- .lod had no other claim to favour 
ihau the murd( ■ of bis broth r by Meer Cau/Jm. In the fame 
.u'.anncT, all v. , ■ h.ut c‘ri,.n ed 'us favour, were now expofed to 
ih O, fentmeiit ■ f Meer Jaffici, and obliged to remain in con- > 
deJrueni, fill irs deiith enabled them to return to their habita- 
nons. Thour r ho‘ had bee t ‘difliked by Meer Caufim were 
<. orrufted with ih direction ot affairs in every department. Meer 
‘ lather remained Ibnie time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail 
on the, cum dl to admit of Nundcomar’s being his firft minif- 
teri bpt Mr. Vaniktart, knowing the navob’s weaknefs and the 
, bad qualities of his favourite w'ould not confent, dreading the 
ojjprefhons of the people, from Nundcomar’s tyrannical difpofi- 
•tion, which had been already experienced. The navob departed, 
much difappointed, to Moorfliudabad without his confidant, whofe 
return, however, foon after took place j and, notwhhftanding the 
eameil rcmonftrances of Mr. Vanfittart, he was cfitrufted by 

Meer 


* Afterwards executed for forgery. 
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Mecr Jaffier with the ifole direction of his affairs. By his advice, 
Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor of Dacca, was confined ; 

hut afterwards releafed on the interference of the Englifh. 

• ( 

About this time, Meer Jaffier being taken ill, continued to- 
decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban, 

A. b. 1764. H78, he departed from this unftable world. He would wil- 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and 
, given up the province of Bahar to him, with a tribute to tB^ 
emperor for Bengal i to which conditions it is probable the ^ 
Englifh alfo would have aflented on a^urances of protedion in 
their trade. But the vizier was too' Haughty to be Satisfied with 
lefs than the conqueft of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
army, had not condud: td exert his force, though too proud to 
liflen to the advice of his intelligent fronds. 

The Englifh council, feeing that the vizier would not llften 
to any reafonable terms of accommodation, ilTued orders to ma- 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againft 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered his army, and provided ten days provifions, refolving 
in that fpace to conquer or die, began his march. The vizier, 
informed of his intention, detached a body of Mogul horfe to 
harafs his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Soan ; but the main, army 
remained in caritonments, ftrongly defended by entrenchments, 
which the vizier hoped would defend him from the enemy, till 
they Ihould be obliged to retire for frefh fupplics. 

At length major Munro arrived withb a ffiort diftance, and 
encamped on the border of a morals, which now divided the 
two armies, who remained in light of each other inaftive for 

two 
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tr,'o days. On the third, the vizier altered his refolution, and 

refolved to attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the command 
of the Mogul cavalry. Sumroo and Mr. Maddoc, with eight 
battalions of tepoys, and eight field pieces, formed the front 
line; to fupport which, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftationed in 
their rear with his own followers, about feven thoufand horfe 
and foot. The vizier took poft at a diftance on their right, and 
the minifter Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined village on the 
bank of the Ganges, to theif left. A fliarp firing of cannon 
f.and mufquetry commenced, with ‘great flaughtcr on both fid*st 
The vizier haralTcd the Jnemy in fiank, and the Duranny horfe 
charging major Munro's cSvilry, penetrated his line, which be- 
gan to be confufed from this attack and the cannonade 0/ 
Maddoc and Sumroo, whom the Englifli could not charge, 
owing to the morafs which divided them in front. Major Munro 
detached a force to diflodge Beny Bahadur from the village, 
which being effeded, occafioned fome alarm in the vizier’s army. 
At this time, ’ Shujah Koollee Khan feeing Beny Bahadur en- 
' gaged, anxious to have bis fiiare in the adlion, quitted his fla- 
tion, in the rear of the , battalions, and attempted to chatge, 
fhrough the moraf?C '« their' front, by this means obliging them 
to defih: from firing upon the enemy, left they fhould injure 
their friends. He gained the bank, only to fall an immediate 

• lacrifice, with moft of his followers who had the valour to ac- 
compaQy him, to "the grape fhot of the Englifli; and the fur- 
vivors.fled upon the death of their chief. The party .which had 

• routed Beny Bahadur, at this inftant entered the camp of the 
vizier, which was now thrown into complete diibrder. No one 

• had time to regard his baggage, looking only for pcrfonal fafety 

by flight ; and the Mogul and Duranny cavalry, feeing all loft, 
deferred their patron, and began to plunder his tents. Shujah 
ad Dowlah, left almoft alone, was obliged to follow the route 
of his army. All the baggage of the vizier and his chiefs, with 
VoL. II. I i i • ’ a great 
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a great treafure belonging to the bankers and merchants in mo- 
ney and goods, fell a prey to the enemy, and the treacherous, 
deferters and camp followers above mentioned, who plundered 
each other afterwards. A great train of artillery and numerous 
tents were taken by the Englifti. It is impodible to eftimate 
the amount of the plunder, as the cantonments refembled rather 
a populous city than a camp. Great numbers of the fugitives 
were drowned in attempting to crofs a rivulet in their flight. 
Meer Caufim was releafed by the' vizier, who alfo had prefent- 
him with a forry female elephant the day before the adtion,, 
which, enabled him to make hip efoape from the field to the 
neighbourhood of Banaras. Shujah* ad Dowlah fled to Aleabad, 
leaving his minifter Deny Bahadur to efcort the emperor; but 
, Shaw Aulum, who was difguflcd with the vizier, refufing to 
accompany' him, Beny Bahadur after a few days crolTed the 
Ganges, bemg fearful of the purfuit of the Englilh. 

The emperor being now^ his own mafter, by the advice of 
Munneer ad Dowlah, called 'upon the, Engliih for their protec- 
■* tkin, who obeyed the fummons, and conducted him to Banaras. 
They alfo invited Beriy Bahadur to an interview, and held out 

offers of peace to the vizier his mailer, provided he would de- 
liver Meet Caufim and Sumroo into their hands. The raja pro- 

tnifed the former, but pleaded inabOity tp effedl the latter, as 

he w'as at the head of his battalions, who would dcfeijd him. 
While a negotiation was carrying on, Ali Ibrahim Khan, difeo- 
vering the intentions of the raja, informed Meer Caufim Khan, 
who found means to make his efcape into the Rohilla country, 
with his fomily and few remaining fiiends. At Aleabad he found 
his women, who, afiter^befog plundered by the vizier’s people, 
of what little they had left from the general confifeation, had 
be^n rcleafed froiht * confiftcmeftt' in the foirt, and left without 
protection at an csbfcure houfo in the city. 


Shujah 
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, Shujah ad Dowlah thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his own 
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential fer- 
vants to his capitals of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efcort his 
women and clFefts at thofe places to fiurrelli, the refidence of 
HaBz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief; where he alfo repaired with 
his mother and Begum from Aleabad. He refufed to liflen to 
the advice of Beny Bahadur to accept terms from ' the Englifh, 
thinking it would degrade his character in the empire, and hop- 
ing to recover his Ioffes by die adlAance of the Afghauns «nd 
. Mulhar Raow Mharatta ; but in order to gain time, he fent, hfe 
minifler to Lucnow, inf^ru^ting him to amufe the enemy with 
negotiations, which would keep up his authority in the pro- 
vince. He, notwithftanding their family hatred, vifited Ahmud 
Khan Bungufh at Ferokhabad, and entreated his ailiflance; who,, 
with the other Rohilla chiefs, promifed to fupport him, as did 
alfo Ghazi ad Dicn Khan, then at that city. By their advice, ' 
he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha- 
rattas in the vicinity of Gualior. Mulhar, on the promi{c of a 
large fum of muney, . Joined him; but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohilla. chiefs amafed him .only with promifes, and brought no- 
troops to his affiftahdle. 

Raja Beny Bahadur having proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to 
• Shittabioy, who was employed by the Englifh, tha^ Shujah ad 
Dowlah would not confent to peace on the preferred conditions ; 
that Meer Caufnn jhad efcaped from his hands, and he could 
, not take Sumrco but by treachery, which he abhorred; therefore 
refolved to continue the war. The minifter, agreeably to the 
. plan formed between himfelf and the vizier, declared his own 
readinefs to join the Englifh; knd Shittabroy*, deceived by his 
declaration, recommended his being received, to general Carnac, 
who had now reaffumed the command of the army at Banaras 
in the room of major Munro. The general accordingly invited 

I i i 2 * Beny 
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Beny Bahadur to an interview; upon which he came to the 
camp, and was gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined by the Mharattas at Korah, 
when he left the Englifli, under pretence of fettling the diftridts 
of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier, 
a fmall efcort of general Carnac’s fepoys, which he had requeu- 
ed might remain with hiiq, being unable ‘to prevent his flight. 
It is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this 
Hep', being gratified by the confidence of the Englifli general * 
and a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but 
for the' following circumftance. Being ^ery fuperftitious, he en- 
quired of a prophelying fakeer, the probable event of the war. 
The fakeer* replied, ** The Englifli were like a hurricane, vio- 
** lent in pyogrefs, .but foon gone.” The minifter, interpreting 
this as a prognoftic of vidtoiy to the vizier, thought it fafefl: to 
rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfelf for the fide- 
lity of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own fafety, left ‘ge- 
neral Carnac fliould fufpe^ him of being priv]^ to his treachery; 
but the Englifli, having received fo many proofs of his attach- 
ment, were too generous to. fiippoft him, capable of betraying 
their confidence, and upon his offering t6 gp to Calcutta, and 
fubmit his fate to the council, ,cafcd his mind of all alarm, by 
affurances that they thought him - as much deceived as them- 
felves by tke artful minifter. 

Before the laft mentioned occurrence, the Englifli had de- 
tached two battalions of fepoys to Luenow, and a force to 
befiege the fortrefs of Chunar. The former under major Stib- 
bert, were fuccefsful in their operations; but the latter &iled in 
a night attack, and fuffered fome lofsr. This, and the prepar- 
ations of Shujah ad Dowlah, cauloi general Carnac to raife the 
fiege, and march towards Alcabad. The Englifli were now 
joined by Niyeef Khan with his followers fium Bondelcund; 

and 
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4nd he, being well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed out 
the weakeft part, which was foon breached by the cannon; 
when the garrifon, not chufing to brave a ftorm, furrendere^, 
and the Engliih marched on to Korah in purfuit of the vizie^. 
The conquered diftridls were fettled by Raja Shittabroy, who 
made ftipulations with the zemindars, ai>d levied native troops 
in the name of the Engliih. 

When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, h« ad- - 
vanced towards the Engliih, but his army was much difpiritdj, 
and ftill labouring under a panic from the defeat at. Buxar. 
The Aighauns delayed jcJinlng him under various pretences, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did come, had only a few followers, 
incapable of fervice. An engagement, or rather a ikirmiih, took 
place in the neighbourhood of Korah, in which the Mharattas 
were quickly difperfed by the Engliih artillery, and fled acrofs 
the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to 
Ferokhabad, irrefolute how- to when Ahmud Khan advifed 
him rather to throw himfelf on the clemency of the Engliih, 
than waftc* the remainder ,of his property on troops, that would 
always deiert him,* m the face of danger ; obferving, that from 
the charafter of.**the Engliih for wifdom and jullicc, it was 
certain they would pay proper refpe<ft to his rank and dignity. 
After this fecond vidory, the garrifon of Chunar, ,defpairing of 
relief,^ delivered up the fortrefs to the Engliih Aumil without 
a fiege, of their qwn accord. 

i 

The vizier, having <x)niidered the advice of Ahmud Khan, 
refolved to embrace it; and, accordingly, fet out in a palan- 
quin with a few attendants to the Engliih camp. Major Carnac 
being informed of his approach, advanced witli feveral officers 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet him. Upon his appearing in fight, 
the vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he and 

* the 



446 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


the major embraced.^ The major and the company then prc- 
fented nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gueft on foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and every aiTurance 
given him of reconciliation and future friendfhip. ‘ The vizier, 
after taking refrelhments,- retired to deep, and in the evening 
returned to his own tent's, at fomc miles dillance from the 
Englilh camp.- Being now fatisfied of the linoerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vifits 
fucc^eded between them, and a treaty was fpeedily concluded* 
tc tthe fatisfadlion of both parties. The Englilh rellored the 
province^ of Oude to the viziei, on fiondition of his paying 
• fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes -of the war, half in ready 
nioney, and half by a draft on the revenues j the vizier to 
^ve credit for what had been colleded in Oude by the Eng- 
lilh. The province of Aleabad was fettled on the emperor, 
who *was to refide in the capital, , and have a detachment of 
Englilh for his protedion. Nujeef Klian had a falary of 'one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute of Bengal. 
Bulwund Sing, colleitor of Banaras, who had dsiected Shujah 
jd Dovvlah, was reinftated in his favour and.govfernqjent at the 
requeft of the Englilh. The vizier; upon conclufion of the. 
treaty, endeavoured to raife the fum immediately due to the 
Englilh. He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, and 
dependants, to allift him j but they all, except his begum, though 
well able to afford him the demands made upon them, pleaded 
inability, offering, fome half, and others a third. The Begum 
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, evCn to 
the nofe-ring, and vvhatever calh and ornaments fhe could col- 
left an-ong her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
Dowlah was her choiceft trealure. Though a woman, Ihe afted 
like a man in conftancy and fidelity, jollifying this verfe of the 
poet, “ A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king of her 

** hulband, 

, Five hundred thoufand pounds. 
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hufband, though poor.” Shujah ad Dowlah, in return for 
this generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the favings of his 
revenues. Having paid all the ‘ money he^ could raife, he gave 
jewels in pledge 'for the remainder j and affairs laeing fettled 
with his new allies, took leave, and returned to F yezab^d, leav- 
ing deputies in his offices of vizier and ‘meer atufhee with the 
emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to him by the 

Englifh, in exchange for that of Aleabad. 

» • • 

When providence had clofed “Ae pages of the life of Mdfeh A.D.-iyfcjj. 
Jaffier, Mr. Vanfittart Iljiiving returned to Europe on* hearing of 
the appointment of lord:* Clive to fucceed him, the council 
placed upon the mufnud of the provinces Meet Phulwaree, eldeft 
fon of Meer Jaffier by Munny Begum. The young navob af- • 
fumed the title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nundcomar continued 
minifter and dewan of Bengal, and Meer Cauzim Khan, bro- 
ther to Meet Jaffier, nazim of Bahar, as his nephew's deputy. 

Deerauje Narain remained dewan under him; but, upon the 
arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, thpugh he had been his 
‘moonihee when in Hindooflan formerly, was difplaced, and* 
Mahummud Reza ^l^an appointed in his room ; his lordfhip 
being convinced frbm a reprefentation which the late governor 
had left* for his examination in the hands of his brother Mr. 

• George Vanfittart, that Nundcomar was unworthy •of fo con- 
fidenti^ an office. Lord Clive alfb demanded from a deputa- 
tion of the council, the prefents they had received from the 
navob ; but they refufed, obferving, that when his lord- 
fhip fhould pay to the company what fums he had received 

• from the father, they would willingly reftore what had been 

given them by the fon.* Thefe gentlemen at the fame time 

refigned the compai^’s fervice; fo that the governor could not 

enfijrce obedience to his commands. 

»• 

, Soon 

* Commander of artillery. 

* Perfian fecretary. 
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Soon after his arrival*, lord Clive repaired to Alcabad to 'ob- 
tain the diredlion of the revenues of the provinces for the 
company, and the funnuds were granted withoufr delay; the 
emperor anch'^ vizier being fubje(Sted as much by the wifdom, as 
by the valour, of the Englilh. An agreement to pay annually 
*lix ancf twenty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the 
three provinces, was given under the feal of the company to 
the emperor. This important bufinefs was fettled without hefi- 
taticn or argument, as eahly as the purchafe of an al's or any 
other animal, without envoys either to the king of England or 
thfe company. Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, leaving general 
Smith to attend the emperor, but \vko was in fad: his ruler; 
for the general rehded in the fortrefs, and his majefty in the 
.town ; and the found of the imperial ” nobut in the fort being 
difagreeable 'to general Smith, he forbad the band to play, nor 
did the fervants of the emperor refufe. 

Lord Clive, up6n his return towards Calcutta, flopped at 
Patna to regulate the gqvcrnment of Bahar, which was confer- 
red on Dterauje Narain, . in the room of Meer Cauzim^ Khan, 
who retired to Raujemahal on a penfion of^one lac of rupees. 
As the *■ jaghires and ^ altumgahs had been free fince Mahabut 
Jung’s acceflion, the Englilh with great generolity did hot abo- 
lifh them, but left to every perfon what he held p and for this, 
gratitude is due to God and them, for otherwife, the nq^le fa- 
milies of thefe provinces could not have fubfifted. The Eng- 

lilh 

> Four hundred and forty thou&nd pounds* 

The nobut is compofed of large and fmali drums, (hrill trumpets, and fcveral 
forts of wind inftruments, horridly grating to a* European ear; but, it is very 
pollihle, the genenil might not have known the indignity he was offering to 
majefty in forbidding them to play, the Englifti being then but^ little acquainted 
with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to 
pla}' at ftated hoiirs of the day. 

hands, or penfions on the revenue. 

* Lands granted in perpetuity. 
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lilh deflred, that every perfon’s jaghire or allowance fliould be 
in perpetuity to his family; thus fecuring it from the probable 
changes, in a fucceffion of emperors, or interefted erfheers of 
government. * Praifed be God 1 this rule has ccniflnued to tliis ^ 
day, ^nd by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from which 
numbers, who are content with competence, enjoy cafe and 
fecurity. 

Lord .Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, to , 
meet Shujah ad Dowlah, Munnecr ad Dowlah, the empenor’s 
minifler, and Raja Buhfund Sirfg; when fome adaiiions ^o former 
treaties were concluded hetween them, the latter being fecured 
in the government of Banaras on the payment of a revenue, of 
“twenty two lacs of rupees, the vizier giving fecurity to thp 
Englilh not to injure or remove him Nudjunf ad Dowlali 
dying of the fmall pox, was fuccceded by his brother Syef ad 
Dowlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. Deeraujc Narain, 
the governor of Bahar, being convi<fted of mifmanagement and 
peculation of the revenues,^ was difplaced, and fucceeded by Raja 
Shittabroy in conjunftion ,with Mr. Rumbold. Mr. Sykes was 
•appointed to adt yiWhe alFairs of government at Moorihudabad 
with the deputy*’ navob Mahutnmud Reza Khan. Lord Clive 
having fettled the provinces to his fatistadlion, returned to Eu- 
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. Verelft; and gpneral Carnac 
accoi^panying liis lordfhip, general Smith became commander in 
chief of the Englifti army. 

The ‘adrainiftration of the provinces was now fettled in the 
manner following: Mahummud Reza Khan, the Naib navob, 
conducted affairs at the .capital, Shittabroy at Patna, and JefKiu- 
rut Khan at Dacca, in conjundUon with a member of coun- 
VoL. II. K k k cil 


* Two hundred and twenty thoufand pouhds,* 
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cll at each city, as chief, on the part of the Englifli. Twp 
days weekly the . naib communicated to his Englilh colleague 
his tranfailions, plans, difburfements, and ‘receipts in every dq- 
' - partment, for his fatisfadtion, and the information ^and approval 
of the prefidency. Two days in each week were alfo fet apart, 
in which the naib and chief received appeals from the courts 
of juftice, and confirmed or reverfed their decifions by the afli fi- 
ance of the chief magiftrates. By thefe means, government was 
properly condudted, and the Englifli became informed of the 
la\^, revenues, and cufioms of the country^ agreeably to their 
ufay^e recording in books every* cafe, ^nd the information re- 
ceived upon it from the native oflicers,** for their guidance. 

A, D. 1769, Mr. Rumbold returning to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceeded 
him as chief at Patna, and Mr. Becher was appointed refident 
at Moorfiiudabad, in the room of Mr. Sykes, who retired to 
England. 

In the latter end of this year a famine and epidemical dif- 
o:der began to rage with great viokmce. 'Of the latter died 
the navob Syef ad Dowlah, arid feveral perfons of rank foon 
after. Thefe united calamities continued for ‘upwards of three 
months, carrying off' more pcifons tljan can be computed. Mu- 
baric ad Dowlah, third fon of Meer Jaifier, fucceeded his bro- 
ther on the mufnud of the provinces, and * four and twenty 
lacs of rupees annually were fettled for the expenfes of his 
houfeholJ, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan 
under Muzzulfir Jung. The Englifh chiefs lived on *ternis of 
friendfliip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to 
obtain information of our laws and cufioms, for the benefit of 
themfelvcs' and their fuccelTorsj and every native officer, fearful 
of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their 
« curiofity 

" Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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guriofity; but they reprefentcd for their own Interert:, the ahiifes 
of our laws by oppreflive rulers, as eilabliflied cuftoms conform- 
able to the genius of the people. 

• t 1 ^ > 

I myfelf was prefent at a court, when a fine was laid both 
upon plaintiff and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rum- 
bold, in vihofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liberal 
mind, delirous of doing jullice, being aftoniflaed at the decree, 
obferved, that laying a fine 'on the perfon caft, might be a' pu- • 
nifliment ufual in the country, but he could not lee the jultice 
of exadting it from tlf^ fuccefsful party. The raja and otlier 
officers replied, it was aft' offering of gratitude, and an ancient 
eftabliflied ufage of the empire. Mr. Rumbold exprclfed fu^- 
prize and difguft. The acquifition of wealth, however, is fd 
alluring to mankind, that it is not furprizing if fiicli infinuating 
arguments fliould work fomc effedV on the Englilh, w’hnfe pro- 
felled objcdl here is to raife a fortune j but none of their chiefs 
have as yet been gink/ of any evil or dil’reputable adlion, 
thougii iioiii their difiereiit form of government in politics, ad- 
miniltFation of jufttce, and the incapacity of their native ferv- 
•ants, fome peopk ^ave fuffered. If they would perfonally 
invelligate the complaints of individuals, and their characters, 
the injured would be relieved from vexation. At length, tlie 
Englilh becoming informed of feveral abufes of theh- Ilindoollaii 
deputies, began to interfere, and regulate affairs according to 
their own opinions* 

Mr. Verclft returning to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded A. D. i:6S. 
him in the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve- 
nues, and anxious to acquire information of the particular modes 
of collection and ufages of the country, he divided the pro- 
vinces into feven diltriCts, at each of which an Englilh council 
was appointed, to inlpeCt and controul tlic zemindars and farmers. 

K k k 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Vanfittart, who was of great wifdom and forbearance, 
having cleared himfelf of the accufations of his enemies in 
Europe to the fatisfadtion of the company, was ^requefted to 
return to tliis ^'‘country for the regulation of their adairs} buti 
by the decree of providence, the veffel on which he embarked 
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate. Up- 
on this, the company confulted on appointing a fucceffor, and 
agreed, that after Mr. Vanfittart, no one was equal to the 
otiicfc, but Mr. Haftings, at that time a member of the coun- 
cli^at Madrafs; who was accordingly ordered to aflume the go- 
vernment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, 'three months after his 
arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him.‘ Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy were ordered prifoners to Calcutta. I have 
heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to confine the 
latter, but that Mr. John Graham, by his reprefentations, occa- 
fioned him to ftiare the difgrace of the former, whom he 
wiftied to defend. Upon Mahummud Reza Klian’s departure, 
Munny Begum became the dircClrc/s of ti.i- luvob’s houfchold, 
and appointed her chief eunuch, Eatibar Ali Khan, deputy dc- 
<van, by whole hands, numbers were opprefica. Munny Begum, 
though not of a noble family, polTell'es a' found underftanding 
and much refolution, and, had Ihe a deputy of equal abilities, 
is fully capable of conduiting atfairs. Though offended at Ma- 
hummud Rcua Khan, fhe generoully tried every means in her 
pow'er to relieve him from his difgrace. Her behaviou; was 
manly in another inftance ; fhe would not join in the party of 
general Clavering againft Mr. Haftings, though fubjedt, by her 
refidence, to much trouble. • 

Mr. Haftings, foon after his acceffion to the government, 
repaired to Moorfhudabad, to regulate the afiairs of the nizam- 
uti when the allowance of the navob’s houfehold was reduced 
from twenty fqpr to fixteen lacs of rupees. Mubaric ad Dow- 

lah 
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lali being ^ minor, Munny Begum was appointed to manage 
liis expenfes. The abovementioned. allowance is not for the 
fupport of the navob only, but for the families and dependants 
of former Nazims. As his deputy, continually changing, dif- 
burfes the whole, the latter arc frequently opprefled by delays 
of payment, and dedudtions under various pretences ; fo that 
many fuffef fuch mifery, as heaven avert from any of his crea- 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend not to 
their complaints, though, it' this fum was properly divided, 

’ . numbers might enjoy repofc under the thadow of thrlr libera- 
lity } but alas ! . they watte lacs in prodigality and idle expenfe, 
heedlefs of the fufferings of others. 

-) 

Upon the governor’s return to Calcutta, the comnriittee com- 
menced an enquiry into the condudl of Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy. As the latter had his accounts ad- 
jufted, and his condudt was free from blemilb, he was fully 
acquitted of all guilt, lifter an inveftigation of a year and fbme 
months ; when the governor and all the committee, having 
made many apologi^’s,^ and 'Ihewn him much kindnefs, reftored 
liim to office, and .^aVe him the following certificate j 

** The fufpicions, which for various reafons we had enter- 
*** tained of the integrity of Maharaja Shittabroy, affer the moft 
“ mina:c and clofe enquiry, have been found ill-founded and 

growndlefs, and have proved his condufl to be in every 
* point honourable and loyal to government.” 

The raja was alfo diflinguifhed by a ' khelaut on his leaving 
the prefidency ; but his acquittal could not reftorc his health, 
which had been much injured by grief and the unwholefome air 
of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpore by all the principal 

> inhabitants 


» Honorary drefs. 



454 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


inhabitants of Patna ; by fomc, from real regard, and^by othejs, 
from the inflnence of his authority. When he reached his 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the condudl ^of 
the Engli{]}7''Mid U'ith jullicc, for a more able* fervant than 
Sliittabroy was never employed by them or any other Hate ; a 
proj)er refpedl to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa- 
trojis. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings, who was- on his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, Hopping at Patna, 
rcquelled the raja to accompany • him ; but he was too ill to 
K»dertakc the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy- ^ * 
ffflitcry, he died Hiortly after t^^i governor’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his fon'w'tre more inclined to the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the fcruples 
.of his relations and caH, his corpfc was burned, according to 
their cuHoifts. Mr. HaHings, to convince the world that he 
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 
Sing to his office in the province, though very young, and of 
a ^veak capacity, with the fame jaghire and falary. He alfo 
fettled an additional penfion on the vvidow, mother to the young 

vaja. • 

• . 

Shittabroy was by caH a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant 
of Sumfam #.d Dowlah, fon of Khan Dowraun, ameer al amra ^ 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sjumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the diredtion of the lands of his late maHer, for his fuc- • 
ceHbr, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng- 
lifli in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in • 
their connexions with the country powers. He was an able 
Hatefman, and underHood completely the direction of finance. 
He pofleHed man^ good (jualities, and, in my humble opinion, 

excelled 
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excelled all his contemporary chiefs in Hindooftan, Though 
properly a civilian, he u'^as not deftitutc of the military virtues 
of valour and conduct. Though, from his influence with the 
Englifli, he was at times the patron of the emperor, vizier, and 
the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not haughty, or vain 
of his power, but treated all ranks with affable rel'pedt to their 
birth and charadlcr, liftening patiently to the requefts of every 
perfon. If rcafonable, and within the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without h^fitation; or, if other wife, refuted 
,in fuch a 'manner, as to gain the ' edeem of the petitiener. He 
underdood well the dutie’ of private life ; and was ib good an 
a’conomin: as to appear in fplendour without exceeding his in- 
come. His prefents to his guefts of high rank were becoming 
their dignity; and, upon feafons of feffivity in his family, the 
])ublic fliared the bounties of his table. His modedy and tem- 
perance vvere remarkable, and alfo his forgivenefs of affronts, 
when in his power to revenge them, often protedting thole in 
didrefs, who had tried to prejudice the Englilli chiefs againd 
Iiini. Ills bounty to ' his old acquaintance in his lower for- 
tunes at'Dhely, was •diftihgiwflied, and his refped and liberality 
to* perfons of learned br facred charadter among the Mahum- 
medans, more extenfive than thofe of their own nobility. The 
following is an indance of his humility, and freedom from pride, 

A Hindoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of 
Naggir, Mul, dewan* to a former emperor, coming on a pil- 
•grimage to Gyah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro- 
vince of Bahar, requeded a letter recommending him to Shittab- 
roy from his mader; but the devvan declined giving it, laying, 
that he could not bear to tiddrcfs him by his prefent high titles ; 
and, diould he omit them, it might give offence. Thcfc woids 
coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon arrived at 

1 Patna, 
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Patna, he treated him with the greatefl; attention, and at }iis 
departure committed to his charge a letter for Naggir Mul,- with 
a prefent of rich goods and other tilings amounting to ten tliQU- 
fand rupees; Humbly requefting, that he would now and then 
remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de- 
pendants (hould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul wa'i covered with 
confuiion and regret at his dmiliion He immediately wrote a 
letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour ; and prailing him 
^aihong his friends, faid, bhittahroy has overcome me by his 
*‘'wifdom and politenefs.” 

During * the great famine, Shittahroy lent for large quan- 
* titles of grain from Banaras, which he fold out at prime 
coll; and he had a fleet of boats conllantly employed between 
Banaras and Patna to bring fupplies. Every day, during the fcar- 
city, he dillributed victuals and money to many thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in the city, as did alfo the Englilh and 
Dutch chiefs, fo that a great multitude was faved from peuili- 
ing, by their bounty. The fame precautions were not uled at 
Moorlhudabud, and the fcarcity wa§ nia^e’ matter of a’ccufatioii 
againft Mahummud Reza Khan ; but God ojgly knows the hearts 
of his creatures. Shittabroy inti'oduccd into his province the 
cultivation of many fruits from Cabul and the more northern 
dillridts, witli fuch fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now 
cheap and common in the markets of Patna. / 

He* 

* It W35 for fuppofed monopoly and extortion, that Shittabrov^iraa ordered 
hy the diredors of the company m England, to undergo a tria^ja Calcutta; 
and as it was rumoured that their fervants in India were partners With him and 
Mahummud Reza Khan in the opprcffion of the people, Mr. Haftings and the 
council were obliged, in contradlilion to their better knowledge of circumihinces, 
to order them tp tlie prcfidency, where they weic tried, and juftly ao^uitted with 
honouT. 
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He had but two blemiflies in his charafter: One, his bur- 
j^ening the farmer deficient in payment with more * mohafiuls 
than were ncceflary, for his own advantage; and the other, ob- 
taining films' frequently from the jaghiredars, bj? "pretending that . 
the fi)nglifti chiefs interred infpedting their titles, but that he 
could prevent it by a prefent. For thefe cxadlions, he himfclf 
in the end fuffered the opprefiion of ' mohufl'uls from thofe, for 
whofe advantage he had impofed them on his countrymen ; and, 
through grief for his difgiacc, retired to another world. ' His 
condition there God only knows-; but the prophet of God lias 
declared, tliat his niert-y and forbearance exceed th'. crimes‘’^of 
man. » ' 

Mahummud Reza Khan, upon the enquiry into his condudl, 
was deferted by all his dependants, except Ali Ibrahim Khan; 
wh6, though newly entered into office, and unconcerned in the 
tranfadtiqns of former years, yet, grateful to-iaia patron, under- 

VoL. II, ' L 1 J took 

• 

* who receive a dai|y allowance from the debtor, while they attctid 

,him for the liquidation c.f his debt. I heir numbers arc more or Jefs, accord- 
ing to the rank and n_ 6 wer of the debtor. Many of the zemindars and renters 
who hold large diftriiSls, keep up an armed force, and when they are deiicient in 
their rents, it is necclTaiy to. have many perfons flationed over them to prevent 
their efcape or rebellion. b 

*' Many of the jaghiredars, or pofTcflora of lands and pcnfions on the reve- 
nues, clrtainly hold them on forged grants, or grants given to unwortliy perfons, 

TJiis is well known to' the native offivcns, wlio, it is to be feared, make a per- 
quifite by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an infpedtion of their titles, llie 
tnglifli, when they obtained the collecdon of the revenues, left all pcnfloners in 
pofTefTion^f their land- and falaries; and there is no doubt but tliis indul- 
gence wanDnuch ahufed ; but to attempt to redify the abufc now would be 
tyranny, jB much time havin. * elapfed, that it would be impoflible to dillinguiih 
the forged grants from the true, the beftowers and the obliged being all dead, 
records loll in the revolutions of government, and the picfcnt poflclTar», at 
Icaft innocent of fraud A. D, 1774, 

* Alluding to his being under a guard during his trial. 
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took his defence and in a Ihort time made himfelf mafter of the 
various accounts, and cleared up his condudl to the fatisfadlion 
of the council. He was fet at liberty, and the guards removed* 
from his hoides at Moorfliudabad and Calcutta. would not, 
however, return to the former, hopingj,^ like Shittabroy, to be 
again rellored to office } and therefore continvicd at the latter 
city, wheie the native dependants of adminidration flattered hini 
for his money witli favourable reports of the difpofitions of their 
maflers towards him. One day ht?* was told a certain counfel- 
Idf had exprefl'ed himfelf kindly i another day, that his reappoint- 
ment was under con fidt ration ; and a Jhird, that orders for it 
were dilpatched from Europe. To thefft wretches he made con- 
fiderable prefents in band, and promifes of indulgence, when 
he fliould regain his power. By fuch imprudence and folly he 
incurred large debts. 


At this crif's^-ef his affairs,. gen«ral Clavering, colopel Mon- 
fen, and Mr. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of govern- 
ment, and alfo to iiiveftigatc the conduft oPthe late admihiftra- 
ticn, of whrm only Mr, Haftings and Mr. BafWell were continued 
in office. As thefe three gentlemen were fer.t by the king and 
company to explore the faults of the governor and his 
colleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, a 
fervant of the king, and intended to fuccced to the chair, Mr. 
Monf(-n to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife 
in council, they created a W'onderful awe and rcfpeil. They* 
woidd not receive nuzzars, a cuflom peculiar to Hindoollan, nor 
even accept a prefent of fmit from any one. They invited the 
enemies of the governor to join them, and Nundcoaftr, who 
had been rejeded by Mr. Vanfittart atid lord Clive, ^fo Mr. 
Haftings, at this time became their confidant and moft "‘favoured 
dependant. 'J hrough him many fcif-interefted and feditious per- 
fons, in Iiopes of acquiring power, joined themfelves to the 

general 
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general and his friends. Thri inveftigation of the governor’s private 
tranlad:ions began, and the itrongeft differ ence of opinion in coun- 
cil prevailed ; which not only affedted the dependants of either 
party, but the affairs of the three provinces were thrown into " 
confufion by the divifions of government. The general and Mr. 
Barwell even fmght with piffols, according to the cuftoms of 
their nation. The general having a majority over the gover- 
nor and Mr. Barwell, affairs were condudted moffly agreeabfe to 
the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring 'was fent to Mooffhud— 
abad, Mr. Fowke to Banaras, and Mr. Briilovv to Lurnow. 

Mubaric ad Dowlah 4nd his/ mother, who were governeef by 
Munny Begum, having applied to the general through Mr. 

Goring, they became the managers of the nizamut, and were 

apparently freed from her controul, but, as the Begum pof- 

feffed great fortitude and wealth, llie threatened ’the navob to 
make the Enghfli her heirs in cafe he Ihould offend herj fo that 
in effeeb ffie preferved her In fidl, ’''tubaric ad Dowlah 

Is incapable of publick bufinefs. No perfon dreads his anger, 
nor hopes advantage froni' liis patronage; nor is he at all am- 
bitious of power, only requiring the undiffurbed enjoyment of 
his penffon and pkafuras. 

During thefe diiputes, were brought to light^ the crimes of 
Nundcomar. He was convkled of a forgery of the name of 
Boliakee Dufs, and condemned to fuffei death. He was a wicked, 
deceitful, vain-glorious perfon, inimical to all mankind, even to 
thofe ivho had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one tri- 
vially offended him, never refted till he had effected his ruin. As his 
friends had affured h’jn that no one could do him injury, and told 
him not to be alarmed ihough he might be led to the foot of the 
gallows ; fo that he might I'ecurely ufe every means to prove the 
governor’s delinquency, he, from his hatred, and confidence in the 

general’s 


* Navob’s affairs. 
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general’s promifes, continued to accufc him; but Mr. Haftidgs 
refuted all his allegations. The guilt ' of Nundcomar being fully' 
proved, he was hanged at ■ the appointed place of execution. 
His treafure a.id etfedls were given up to his fon.i It is faid, 
there were fifty two * lacks of rupees in money, and about the 
fanre amount in jewels and rich goods. In his houfe were found 
the feals of leveral eminent perfons, which he had forged; fo 
that his wicked arts became publickly known. 

^‘\yhen it was univerfally bqlieved that the general’s party 
was-' the ,it:rongefl;, Mahuniniud R^^za Khan, who was rafli and 
unileady, became defirous of acquiring Ivs p’atronagc. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor, 
v/ho had protected his life, fortune, and reputation ; obferving, 
that if Mr. I ladings thould prevail, he would no doubt reward 
his fidelity, and even if the general fliould fucceed, as he 
had done him no.jnjury, he could not but refped his for- 
titude and honour. Mahumfeiod Reza Khan, anxious to he* 
rellorcd to office, negledled this advice, and oourted the general* 
who gave him the deputation of Muly.ric ad, Dov^ lah, and the 
fuperintendance ol' the native criminal courts ,6f jidtice. Kue- 
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons,-' and dependants, 
when he returned to Moorfliudabad, and ffiortly after quarrelled 
with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whofe abilities and fidelity had refeued 
him from deltruilion. 

4 

The difputes in council continued unremitting for three years. 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu- 
rope, that Mr. Haftmgs was recalled ; whpa, without waiting 
for the difclofuie of the pacqiicts, he * aflumed the govern- 
ment, but was oppofed by Mr. Haftings; upon which the 
claims of both parties were referred to the opinions of the 

judges, 

* Five hundred and twenty thoufand pounds flerling. 
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judges, who decided in favour of Mr. Haftings. The general 
f( 5 bn after was taken ili, and died of a dyfentery, fuppofed to 
have proceeded from grief and difappointment. After his d-ath, 
many of his dependants were removed from offiefe, and fucceedeJ 
by thofc of the governor. Mahummud Reza was fucceeded by 
Suddur al Huk Khan, and Raja Goordafs, fon of Nundcoinar 
was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowlah; but the former 
dying foon after his promotion, the otHce for fome ti/ne re- 
mained vacant, till at length, the governor general nnd Mr. 

Francis coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was at th^ delire A. D, 1780.!^ 
of the latter refcored to his employments. t h . 


FINIS. 


^ Of the Rohilla war in 1774, a 'juft account has already 
been publilhed by the late captain Charles Hamilton, the truly 
learned editor of the Hedaya, a code of Mahummedan Laws. 
It has therefore here been but cdrforily mentioned. Of the in- 
valion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any refpedable account 
by a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin- 
dar of Banaras, or the tranfadlions of the Britilli, later than the 
period at whiC: I have concluded this volume j and as my de- 
lign was to give only the reports of native writers on the affairs 
of Hindodftan, I judged it right to ftop my pen, when they 
could not be procured. 







